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EL NOMY NN lh Boxoffice Slump Nips Development 
Of New Film Faces in Hollywood 


To Be Realized by Jan. 1, 1952 


Washington, June 27. 


Transcontinental network tele- 
vision will be a reality by Re 
1952. Construction of major links ; ‘ 
in the American Telephone and Minneapolis, June 27. | 
Telegraph Co.’s east-west micro- The Evangelical Mission Cove- | 
wave relay system, involving an| ment Church of America, holding) 
overall outlay of $37,590,000, was | its national conference here, reg-| 
given the greenlight last week By | istered a complaint against the | 
the FCC. Agency authorized the | low moral tone of many television 
company to go ahead with the , Programs. 

Omaha-San Francisco link of the| A resolution voiced objection to 
project, requiring construction of | “horror and mystery dramas” and | 
55 relay stations costing $17,900,-|to “humor and jokes which merit | 
000. This job, providing two video | the designation of ‘livery stable’.” | 


Rap TY’s ‘Moral Tone’ 





FOR GOOD SHOWS 


By HOBE MORRISON 


| 


Despite the current emphasis on | 
economics, the legit theatre’s dras- | 
tic need is still talent. Prohibitive 


production and operating costs are | 


obviously a negative factor. on 
Broadway and the road. But there | 
is an increasingly acute shortage 
ef dramatist, director and actor 
talent. For top talent, legit is still 
enormously profitable. 

The dearth of strong scripts, in 
the comedy, drama and musical cat- 


| 





+ Major film companies, recogniz- 
|ing the need for new faces, claim 
| they’re doing as much as possible 
| to develop them, but are at a loss 


Phoenix, June 27. |to explain their apparent lack of 
Kathy Morton, sister of CBS’ scess to date in accomplishing 


Arthur Godfrey, is conducting 4| tiie job. Their chief argument is 
distaff Monday - through - Saturday | that the current boxoffice slump is 
commentary series on KPHO, the! preventing the rapid development 
ABC outlet here. : ‘of stars with sufficient marquee 
But she’s keeping her relation-| jyre to replace the current crop. 
ship to her brother quiet. | Charges that the majors are neg- 
lecting the building of new talent 
was voiced by smalltown exhibitors 
in a survey conducted by VARIETY 


Modest Morton 











circuits (one in each direction), is | 
scheduled for completion in 18 | 
months. } 

Commission said that the New 
York-Chicago portion of the micro- 
wave route is virtually completed 
and should be ready for intercity 
network service in the near future. 
The Chicago-Omaha section, now 
under construction, is planned to 
be available for operation by next 
April. The system, which can be 
interconnected with coaxial cable, 
will make it possible to bring 45 
cities into the video network. 

Projects scheduled for comple- 
tion this year wili bring network 
television to Birmingham, Atlanta, 
Jacksonville, Charlotte, Greens- 
boro, Norfolk, Indianapolis, Louis- 
ville, Minneapolis, Ames (Ia.), Des 
Moines, Davenport, Rock Island 
and Johnstown (Pa.). 

A microwave link between Los 
Angeles and Frisco recently was | 
given its first test operation. 


Pitt Church Groups Hit 
Al Fresco ‘Kiss Me, Kate’ 
As ‘Obscene, Filthy Show’ 


Pittsburgh, June 27. 


Although “Kiss Me, Kate” 
Played to nearly 52,000 people and 
did almost $67,000 week before 
last at Pitt Stadium in the opening 
of the outdoor season, the Cole 
Porter musical has kicked up a 
terrific tempest for the local Civic 
Light Opera Assn. First indica- 
tion of what was on the way came 
even during the engagement of the 
show when the management of the 
al fresco enterprise was ap- 
proached by church groups ex- 
pressing surprise that the civic- 
backed venture would permit 





Hwood Would 


‘of the International -Alliance of 





Promote Human 


Rights Via Film 


The America: film industry may 
have the opportunity to play an 
important role in the fight for 
world peace through production of 
a film for worldwide distribution 
on the subject of human rights. 
That was revealed’ yesterday 
(Tues.) by Richard F. Walsh, prez 


Theatrical Stage Employees, who 
has just returned from the world 
peace conference in Europe, spon- 
sored by the United. Nations Edu- 
cational, Scientific and Cultural Or- 
ganization. 


Walsh served as an advisor to 
the U. S. delegation on mass com- 
munications and labor problems. 
One of the suggested proposals 
called for production of such a 
film to promote human rights in 
all parts of the world, Walsh said, 
revealing that one major Holly- 
wood studio has already evidenced 
interest in the project. He said 
he would discuss the plan further 
with the industry on his next trip 
to the Coast. 





egories, is growing steadily more Pixites Profit As 


extreme. Even so, there aren’t 


enough name directors for the | ° 

available scripts. Similarly, there | Cigs Coug Up In 

aren’t enough players with real 

boxoffice draw. The fact that top | 

authors, directors and stars now k d W 

demand and get highly advantage- | t 

ous terms is proof of their scarcity n orsemen al 

and indispensability. | 
Although production 


costs Film players look certain to reap 


reached an unpr-cedented high the profits of a rapidly-developing | 


during the last two seasons and endorsement “war” among the big 
there was supposedly a shortage three cigaret advertisers. With 


of available financing for legit, Chesterfield jockeyed out of the, 


|recently. But, according to the 
| talent chiefs, the Cagneys, Gables, 


Grables and others like them 
zoomed to success in the days when 
the majors were turning out twice 
the number of pictures now being 
produced. It usually takes three 
or four good pictures for a new 
face to be developed and, in these 
days, when a dipping b.o. means 
fewer people are seeing fewer pic- 
tures, the star-building job will 
necessarily take longer. 

That, however, is no excuse, the 
exhibs maintain. They point out 


there was no known instance of a_ exclusive position it has held for |that the industry enjoyed its peak 


really good script failing to be years in the star signature sweep- | 
done because of lack of coin. On Stakes, Hollywoodites have already | 
the contrary, indications were that | begun to realize considerable gravy | 
there was too much financing for | from the riva! bidding of Luckies | 


poor shows, rather than too little | and Camels. | 
for good ones. | Luckies was the first to nudge 


That does not mean that steep Chesterfield out of its exclusive | 
(Continued | position when it began detouring | 
ere a | around Liggett & Myers agree- | 
ments with the studios by inking | 


1 . 

Baruch Sees Theatre 7th jist 'Soinea'the parade by sending | 
. 9» | William Brennan, its endorsement 

In P rime Needs; Golden x expert, to the Coast with a lariat 


‘ | in the shape of a checkbook. Bren- | 
One-Man Drive to Cut Tax nan, who is with the William Esty 
|ad agency, left New York for 

Self - appointed drive by legit | Sellymenl over the weekend. 
producer John Golden “to settle) Chesterfield still holds its exclu- | 
ee and for all the fact ‘oe a |sive pact with the film companies 
theatre is a necessity, not a lux-| and is reportedly burned at the in- 
pet ? aoe — gal ire age vasion of its competitors. Neither 
sults, rive is ted up Ww ‘it nor they, however, can in any | 
attempt to get the amusement tax way ben the free-lancers Pint 
Sr A er pet bent 
, ; amels—-especially when ere’s 
ae ah ae rg Lo decane} aggre Aes coin, as well as plugging, 

s 'in sight. 

the amusement, literati and allied | , & Walsh ad agency, | 
worlds. Will Hays, Albert Lasker, handling the Chesterfield account, | 
Gen. David Sarnoff, Fulton Ours-| has never paid the players any-| 





¢; 
| 


boxoffice era during and immedi- 
ately after the war. Yet, they main- 
tain, few, if any, big-name stars 
were developed during those days 
when the industry had all the nec- 
essary factors. Exhibs, too. dis- 
agreed with the talent scouts’ basic 
premise that stars are built via 
many pictures, contending that 
some of the present top marquee 
names would benefit if their offer- 
ings were confined to one or two 
films a year. 

Talent execs, pointing up their 
efforts to develop new faces, re- 
ported they were returning to the 
strawhat theatres this summer 


| after sloughing off the barn circuit 


last year because of reduced staffs 

and general economic retrench- 

ment. Talent departments are still 
(Continued on page 61) 


BMI Publishing Work 
Of ASCAP’s Harbach, 
But for Sweet Charity 


One of those show biz counter- 








ler, Rupert Hughes, Roy Howard, | 





“such an obscene, filthy show.” 
Objection was principally against 
profanities and some of the dialog | 
was promptly changed. 
Then the newspapers were) 
deluged with letters from irate 
readers, most of them denouncing 
Kate” in no uncertain terms, and 
Saying. that such “a bawdy mu- 
Sical had no place in a series of 
this kind. A couple of others im- 
mediately wrote in defending the 
Show, and that produced another 
flood of mail rapping those who 
had leaped to the defense of the 
Smash, 
__{t’s not the first time that the 
Civie Light Opera Assn. has been 


(Continued on page 63) 





‘ing sued for a total of $100,000 by 
ithe Forrest Hotel, N. Y., alleging 


BOB HOPE, N.Y. PAR | Walter Vincent, John Royal, Ber-| 
SUED ON HOTEL JOKE nard B. Baruch, and others have | 


‘ | signified agreement with Golden | 

Bob Hope, together with the) and their willingness to aid. 
Paramount theatre, N. Y., are be-| Baruch, who was chairman of the | 
War Industries Board during the | 
‘first World War, set up a priority | 
‘list of necessities for civilian | 


| parts of ‘“Macy’s telling Gimbel’s” 
_is being reenacted, involving Amer- 
‘ican Society of Composers, Au- 
{thors and Publishers and Broad- 
east Music, Inc. It’s all for the 
benefit of the New York Fund. 
Last week Ted Cott, manager of 
WNBC, N. Y., as chairman of the 


(Continued on page 20) 


SELZNICK MULLING 
PIC STARRING TOSC 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Idea for a feature film starring music committee for the N. Y. 





slander. Hotel claims that during) morale, which included entertain-| Arturo Toscanini is being dis- Fund, brought ASCAP prexy Otto 
Hope’s performances at the the-| ment. In writing to Golden recent-| cussed by David ©. Selznick, and! Harbach and BMI prez Carl Haver- 
atre between March 1 and 7 he ly. Baruch, who is regarded as one| preliminay approaches have been lin together at luncheon. It turned 
stated that “I checked into the| of the nation’s elder statesmen,| made to reps of the NBC maestro. out that both Harbach and Haver- 


Forrest hotel and was given a cell.| placed the theatre seventh in the 


Selznick reportedly has been at-! lin are scholars on the subject of 


The maid changed the rats every list of prime necessities for our tempting to sound out the 83-year- | Lincoln. 


day.” | standard of living. 
Action in the N. Y. supreme) 


court was revealed by the Forrest, ury,” Baruch wrote Golden, “in ture to be made in Italy. 


hotel’s plea for examination before | our present civilization it has be-| 


trial. Theatre management and’ come a need. When we speak of to have been raised by the phe- 


Hope claimed that no malice was a standard of living, and what its | 


intended and offered to retract | minimum should be, we should in-| recent U. S. tour with the NBC 
the statements, but hotel has | clude (1) food, (2) clothing, ®)) 


pressed its claira. (Continued on page 5:) 


/old conductor, who is in Europe | 
“If the drama ever was a lux- currently, on his reaction to a pic- ten a-dramatic sketch on Lincoln 


Harbach revealed that he’s writ- 


lealled “Baffling Eyes of Youth.” 
'Haverlin negotiated a deal for BMI 
to publish the work, with proceeds 
to go to the N. Y. Fund. 

It’s the first instance of an 
Symph, and he figures on capital-| ASCAP property getting a BMI 
izing on this popularity. release, 


Interest of DOS is understood 





nomenal b.o. success of Toscy’s 
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Bill Cutting Admish Tax to 10% Due 
To Be Passed by House This Week 


¢ 


Washington, June 27. 

Despite strong attacks from the 
G. O. P. House leadership, the 
house is all set this week to pass 
the new tax bill, one of whose 
principal features so far as show 
biz is concerned is reduction of 
the admissions excise from 20 to 
10%. By a 17 to 8 count, the 
House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee voted the bill out past week 
and on Saturday (24) the Commit- 
tee issued a report which, in ef- 
fect. testified to the effectiveness of 
the job done by the Council of Mo- 
tion Picture Organizations. Dis- 
cussing the section dealing with 
the admissions bite, the report 
commented: 








Paris Opera Stalled Till | 
Tuners Get Pay Hike 


Paris, June 27. 


Demands of the Paris Opera | 
House orchestra for more pay were | 
hurriedly granted by the manage- | 
ment yesterday (Mon.) when the 
musicians struck in the pit before 
a performance of “Romeo and 
Juliet.” 

Audience waited a half hour dur- 
ing negotiations betore the opera 
got underway. Brief holdup came 
after the men were dissatisfied by 
opera officials’ alleged stalling on 





Chill, Smoke, Miscues Fail to Mar 


19th Annual Shrine Fez-tivities 














WILL MAHONE 


THE INIMITABLE 


Lumiton Shows $70,000 


Profit; Prexy in Jail 


Buenos Aires, June 20. 
Dr. Nestor Maciel Crespo was re- 


elected prexy of Lumiton studios at 
company’s recently held annual 
general meeting. Crespo was kept 
in office despite the fact that he’s 
now serving a jail sentence for ap- 
propriating a large hunk of Lumi- 
ton’s stock. His brother holds 
down the post of deputy president. 


It was declared at the meeting 


that a profit of almost $70,000 was 
made last year, which is considered 


Los Angeles, June 27. 

The film industry provided the 
spectacular climax Thursday night 
(22) to the five-day fez-tivities that 
marked the '’6th convention of the 
Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of 
the Mystic Shrine. Some 90,000 
Nobles, their ladies and guests 
shivered in Los Angeles’ mam- 
moth Coliseum as Hollywood un- 
veiled the Motion Picture Electri- 
cal Pageant, “Night of Stars.” 

Move than 700 spot and arclighis, 
in a variety of colors, created a 
man-made rainbow in the sky in 
a mammoth congregation of light. 
Enthusiastic Shrine _ statisticians 
figured enough power was used to 
light a city of 100,000 population. 
Some 60 miles of cable were laid 








high for this area. 
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(Continued on page 63) eas guaiceee 4, ne feels, 1” Bagiand's This wes possible through offi- ficial smoke curtain. t 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sir NBC has proffered an offer to cials of the Philco Corp., who im- Up to the point when the smoke ] 
Stafford Cripps, who was instru- ae eee ata hy _, ported the show as a feature of started rolling out of the braziers y, 
it te cule :; Judy Garland to join the network their convention, which closed atop the Moorish castle con- § 
; mental in setting up the Film on an exclusive deal for radio and .-¢ : pe 
. 2 . sae on: eas by ny oe _~ after three days that night. Origi- structed at the east end of the I 
Finance Corp. Now that British television. As yet the web has re- ,ajiy cohe . bypass , : ; 
+d  bedat™ nally scheduled for the 6,000 dele- Coliseum, everything was fine. Ac- I 
PI FOR MORALS ST filmmakers have a ready source of i ag vie tale a is gates in the ball room of the city’s cording to the plan, the smoke 
Washington, June 27. funds, he avers, “they no longer Z Tat ieee | piggy so app Convention hall, which would just would drift down over the field, re 
Senator Edwin C. Johnson of, need creative talent.” herself last week oe 2 Somgaves, it was at the hang there for a moment to ob- ; } 
GCalesate tceued a highly conzratu- Del Giudic ia eee : . last minute shifted to the main au- scure the ramp down which De- il 
re ages Te reel le gat li i. el Giudice, who has committe _ Whether or_not Miss Garland ditorium, where some 10,000 can Mille would be driven, and then 
lowing atom of the Mntion Disture himself to a life of asceticism, ! signs with NBC for TV would de- be accommodated. ‘Continued on page 61) 
Assn. of America. board which Voluntarily exists on a meagre diet | —_, = = status of _ — This gave 4,000 resort people 
amended the Advertising Code to highlighted bv one 24-hour.period pes as 1 ~~ ett y under | who were clamoring for chance red ( 
ee iene of siacsabae of Se é tinh suspension, by the studio. see the show the opportunity to 6 OF ‘UNFRIENDLY 10’ T0 
enna slominee lities It a en each week of orange juice and In extending the pact offer, John get in. Philco threw open the hall's 
a tie "ails ton le canoe re water exclusively. At the rent- Royal, NBC veepee, recalled the gallery with admission granted by 
chairman of the Senate Interstate | free Rapallo palace provided by early days of Bob Hope on his contributions for the benefit of the HEAR FATE THURSDAY 
Commneree Fementites ad ois an sitinent Genen taniiy. és! Pepsodent show when Miss Gar- Betty Bacharach Home, an institu- Washi Sune 27 
lin “aie te ad oe fe A cage — ; 79 land was teamed with him, and tion here for polio victims. rao “— ington, — * = 
i aa cian Se ys ax aon Giudice is aided by a staff of some how the teamup contributed to- The rub was that while the gal- .~° : oe — of the | nN 
Saath tee again: e we us rd 30 loyal followers who reportedly wards both spiraling into the big- lery was filled with 4.000-plus area eight of the original Unfriendly 
ngrid Bergman and Roberto Ros- serve without salary. Should he time. people, only abvut $1,750, mostly 10" will learn Thursday ‘29) tu 
sellini. be | regain his former status they ex- NBC feels that a Hope-Garland in silver, was taken in. The insti- “ether they must go through the of 
oe _— ge! ~ pect to be recompensed. reunion for TV would be a natural. tution’s o/ficials hoped for at least mill of appeals—perhaps up to the fil 
the smoudment : “1 i ad aaa Meanwhile, the one-time J. $5,000, as the resort public saw aU. S. Supreme Court—in connec- ne 
brought a copy of it to Pej intr Arthur Rank associate goes his boxing and wrestling match staged yr ee a che charges of contempt P 
op! to t \euneiie way ' ; : for the convention he si -- | OF Congress. ju 
and the two went into a- secret ascetic way, and hopes to roll Show Group to Philly For o b ; or on the same al Ag ol a 
huddle before Senat Zoheans? eventually two pictures when back- rangement the night before. — 
— : : ne - . a“ ing appears. N ti | f L Ki Anyway, Miss Raye put on a ter- Dalton rrumbo, who are now in F be 
pe was released. Gald the | up ais 0 evy Il vifie show, working.on one of the iagag 9 Age peers = ~~ i a 
gee ; ~—" ‘ : largest stages in the world. Con- “J: /tin araner, Jvr., Lester j sn 
“ have been advised of the 2 ‘ A contingent of show biz execs ""%” ae od — . ‘ - . : 
unanimous action taken by motion Gallico Doin Film On and personalities is heading for Vetion folk also liked Sonny Gra- ce, Ree Sn. eet eee oh 
‘n by 0 - ‘eiding nam and Junie Keegan, stars of Alvah Bessie, Samuel Ornitz, th 
picture executives of the ban on | Philadelphia to attend the wedding , } Herber i dw 
capitalizing ‘misconduct of ! P H ld T ib tomorrow (Thurs.) of Herbert | Paul Whiteman’s TV Teen club, Herbert Biberman and Edward 
dine * 7 hae yl aris nera TID Siegel to Ann Levy daughter of Plus top acts in a revue called Dmytryk refused to tell the House ho 
personalities.’ elieve most sin- | a o lie Lev. me “- ~ “Tele Visions of 51,” which brought Un-American Activities Committee lia 
cerely the motion picture industry | Paris, June 27, | Ike Levy, former WCAU owner 1. McNeill and his Breakfast in 1947 whether they ever had Bt 
is striving earnestly to curb the; Paul Gallico has completed a/ 4nd large CBS stockholder. Philly Gi, here too "been members of the Communist i wi 
exploitation of the misconduct of script of a film about the Paris edi- | affair follows a similar junket of Migs rel : ; , 
peg New York tal Delegates in what was called party. The first six—Lardner, mi 
Hollywood performers. tion of the N. Y. Herald Tribune. S€W ‘ork talent agency execs tO ..5ijco's $1,000,000 party” Cole, Scot ssi S: 
: ,000, party” caught Cole, cott, Maltz, Bessie and Sa 
It will be made here by Louis de | Richmond, Ind., last week (19) for the “Aqua Ka ” in Brighton ho-| Ornitz —are scheduled 1 he; Re 
Rochemont for Columbia. Curi-| the nuptials of George William ae Pete hh STIEHOR DO | | ee acine 
ont . Peet . tel’s classy pool Monday night from U. S. District judges Thurs- ea 
T K ouslv. Ga.lico has never met de Madden to Margaret Ann Good- ; ; 
ruman Korean vrder | Ro Kemont or Columbia studio! hart, daughter of William Ray-  (,/9)- Philco advertised the conven- day whether they are to be con- ap 
c } a. “Billy” > tion as the greatest radio and tele-, Victed and sentenced, which would Kc 
Bri W ll S Di execs with whom he has been in| mon Billy” Goodhart, former vision meeting in Philco history, start the round of als. Ti an 
rings a t. IVC contact on the script. Whole thing se Musi¢ Corp. of Amet- 14 as Celegates started aoe other two—libermen and Deaivs Te 
. i ‘der j ica. zat °Y | nn ’ ° Ras 
News that President Truman had has been a mail order job. a - founded the agency ‘thursday most of them were in-|—are scheduled to have their trial : 
ordered U. S. Air and Navy forces With completion of the job, Gal- sates with Jules C. Stein. clined to agree. without jury tomorrow and thev the 
to cover and support troops of the lico is working on a plan to co-; Attending at the Philly wedding also. may know their fate by ed 
Korean Republic brought addition- produce with British filmmaker Will be William S. Paley, CBS Sister Concertists I Thursday afternoon ; mi 
al dumping of shares in the N. Y. Anthony Havelock-Allan “Never board chairman; Sonny Werblin, , m Lardner, Cole and Scott, appear- As 
stock market yesterday (Tues.). Take No For an Answer” in Italy,, MCA vice-prexy, and Manie Sacks, Fatal NW Air Crash ing betore Federal Judge Edward the 
Losses on the day ran from one|He went to London this week to RCA artists relations chief. 4 ong the 58 persons § ed M. Curran last Thursday (22), were thi 
to five points. Although TV shares see the Briton on the project.| Dinah Shore and Frank Sinatra, gesq jin the Merthere st Alclines turned down on requests for ac- Sto 
and some radio stocks, which have There is @ possibility that Italian also close friends of the Levy fam-piane, which officials believe ex. duittal or for a delay in. their VE 
been in the van of the bull move- director Vittorio DeSica may do ily, are planing to Philly from the | j)oqeq oy Lak eee | Se trials Und th a ~st r 
* sever: ™ - .| Coast. Bandleader Emil Coi Ploded over Lake Michigan Satur- ‘lls. Inder e stipulations . 
ment for several months, were sold the pic. Laudy Lawrence, a mu- Coas aneenes See SONS i day (83), were. Mi d Anahid Signed by the eight, thev : scl 
down sharply, motion picture tual friend of the director and the will maestro at the ceremony. Ajemfan ” concert aha ist gerd tried before th yen Gay rig 
stocks fared comparatively better producers, is endeavoring to set up Goodhart h ti re pr ytcagapn x: ati tape and con-| | i pe Mie sg without ® Th 
x00dhart, who retired from ¢ert violinist ury. Mz yg h 
than many groups. the deal istih ‘eacie wuss ants 46 taaeene am 4 ‘ nist, respectively. Both : ] vt Popper, their at- por 
. soem AS e | ne é gals, whose parents were also on orney, tried in vain to introduce 
—— : — mere farmer, arranged for a the DC-4, were from N, Y. as “new evidence” a couple of col- of 
e'ae + aie saeae en ogg ae Reber ye Hill, a Benton & Bowles’ umns by Drew Pearson which al- tur 
a és - é ’ Ssoclates and a advertising trainee, was also on the leged that the House Committee 
i. Subseription Order Form group of laymen friends from his | passenger list. called the Hollywood figures to M; 
_ . — hometown area, Great; A last-minute switch in plans Washington in order to “blacklist ‘ 
Enclosed find check for $ mney “wee eae “we — —- Ariene Savitt, who had re- them in the motion picture indus- 
_. One Year . » sacks, Johnny cently exited her job in the ac- try. 
Please send VARIETY for 45 years el ga aoe Morris counting dept. of the American, Robert Kenny, of L. A., chief de- v 
. ae ey os 5 Vi lard Alexander Society of Composers, Authors and _ fense attorney, had -no more of 
of aaa ; (ex-MCA). al Hackett was also Publishers, to cancel her reserva- succes h 
. ee a0 84686 64 69 sf oe a : oS S86 *ensteeeeeeeeeewe invited but remained behind to tion ab “d th 1 es Ss W en he attempted to V.p. 
| (Please Print Name) heeds 200K task All of oat e piane. argue that the defendants had re- the 
| Street these agency execs were close to ’ aoe ge | pe “$64 question” Sigr 
ifs S se eee ee Goodhart when his only daughter | Cantor S Israel Plea ves nar ted ee eee bow 
| City Zone State a eens ee | Paria, Juhet7. | should have alelined thet when y 
sve ee ee eee eee er seeensees 4 ies % Oe a ea ® j | . ‘ »¢ é. « é cialme a when of t 
| . sak ae _ warm reception in| they were before the House Com- dio 
? srael, Eddie Cantor has returned | mittee and “not two or three years figu 
ae Boston Bans Dedee here after a short visit to the new later.’ E 
Regular Subscription Rates Boston, June 27 republic Judge Curran withheld his rul whe 
P ’ . ~ zi . e oh t e 
One Year—$10.00 Two Years—$18.00 Mat codeustliie:t: Rech 30. ention FR ar who —~ . New York ing until Thursday. Following for 
one again with banning of French pic, e America July 6, has waxed | day, before Federal Judge David stud 
Canada and Foreign—$1 Additional per Year “Dedee,” skedded for showing at ¢ sar pera radio appeal to assist; A. Pine, same arguments were com 
ARIETY | Beacon Hill theatre. we: Hes. ge oa ies cad Conn, “Aah Ge ae EL. 
Lb TE ne. Pic had previously been b es also arranging for a and Ornitz, and again the court EL, 
154 West 46th Street New York 19, N. Y. | for Sunday enn te State pened Mtg, Mien gy show to originate refused either delay or acquittal. Pati 
= meets of Public Safety, aie rg s to be taped there, He also decided to announce a de- doul 
ent to the U. S. ‘cision in the cases Thursday. ELC 


bd 


> 








ee ee 
1 


Bee Se 











Wednesday, June 28, 1950 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 8 








ANGLO PLAN CONTRARY TO LAW 


Nat’ Group to Form Officially in 2 Wks. 
In Uniting Exhibs on Theatre Video 


Producers Hold Back New FC Films, 
Main Snag in Merger Tangle With EL 





Eagle Lion Classics, the still un-+ 


legalized offspring of. Eagle Lion 
and Film Classics, struggled 
through another week, suffering 
chiefly because the two companies 
“merged” without a merger. In an 
ironical twist, first complete week 
of ELC operations ended with a 
profit, since the company garnered 
close to $300,000 in gross billings 
and needed only $260,00Q to break 
even. At the same time, execs and 
lawyers of the two parent compa- 
nies were enmeshed in complica- 
tions brought about by the inabili- 
tv so far of FC to meet its merger 
commitments. 

To change ELC from a de facto 
to a de jure company during the 
period of continued negotiations, 
both William C. MacMillen, EL 
exec v.p., and Joseph Bernhard, 
FC chief, are trying to work out an 
interim agreement which all par- 
ties concerned, including outside | 
producers and the banks, would 
sign. Such a pact could tide over 
the new distrib until a decision to | 
merge-or-not-to-merge was made. | 
An interim deal is thought neces- 
sary, since ELC is distributing FC 
product without an inking of the 
necessary papers. 

Bernhard’s main difficulty is in 
delivering eight new, unreleased 
pix to ELC in accordance with his 
initial commitment. On some of 

(Continued on page 21) 





Govt. Eyes Reception 
Of Its War Pix With 





Korean War Flareup 


Washington, June 27. | 


New war flareup in Korea mav | conclave. 


turn the spotlight once more on 
official and authentic wartime | 
films, which have been out of ac- 
tive circulation for some time. De- | 
partment of Defense, which has | 
just leased two. of the wartime | 
oldies for theatre screening, will 
be watching their reaction with 
more than usual interest. If they 
should click it is probable that 
many more will be released for 
the theatres. 

“Memphis Belle,” the powerful 
wartime tinter produced*by Wil- 
liam Wyler when he was, with the 
8th Air Force in England, and 
which tells the story of bombing 
missions, has been leased to Nat 
Sanders for release through Film 
Renters. Picture is to be shown 
early in July as part of a double 
bill at New York’s Rialto theatre. 
However, it will be copied in black 
and white, instead of the original 
Technicolor. 

“Memphis Belle” was leased by | 
the Air Force. The Army has rent- 
ed “Lest We Forget” to Sam Cum- 
mins and his Pix Distributing Co. | 
Assembled by the signal corps at 
the Army photographic center, 
this is an hour-long chronological 
Story of the war from D-Day to 
VE-Day. 

The leases cover only theatrical 
Screenings and _ not _ television 
rights, which are still available. 
The Department of Defense re- 
celves a very nominal percentage 


of the net profits made by the pic- 
tures. 


MacMillen to Coast 
For EL Studio 0.0. 


William C. MacMillen, new prez 
of Eagle Lion Classics and exec 
v.p. of Eagle Lion, will head for 
the Coast once final papers are 
signed on the merger of EL and 
Film Classics. MacMillen is trek- 
king west for a complete review 
of the situation so far as EL’s stu- 
dio is concerned. The lot does not 
figure in the merger deal. 

ELC topper will determine 
Whether to push actively a hunt 
for a possible purchaser of the 
Studio or to retain it and renew 





|the years in which payment was 


|rights were not property used in 





company production. If pix are. 


made, they would be handled by| here during the past two weeks | 


COMPO’s Expo O.O. 


Now under study by COMPO 
as one way of capturing pub-° 
lic attention for the film indus- 
try is a plan ‘to utilize the 
Grand Central Palace, N. Y., 
as the center for an exposition 
on pix generally. If adopted, 
the thought is to segue from 
the exposition to a Hollywood 
caravan which would tour the 
country. including local fairs, 
fetes, exposition halls, etc. 

Idea of an expec is regarded 
favorably because it. lends it- 
self well to. Hollywood fanfare, 
including appearance by a flock 
of stars. Exposition stages could 
also be used to show pix in 
the making, with all the frills, 
including cameras, kleig lights, 
directors and thespers. 


Ricketson Backed 











By Chas. Skouras 
To Head COMPO 


The hunt for an exec veepee to 
head up the operational activities | 
of the Council of Motion Picture 
Organizations comes to a head to- 
day (Wed.) when Leo Brecher’s 
Management and Personnel com- 
mittee meets for the first time. 
Charles P. Skouras, head of Na- 
tional Theatres, has planed in from 
the Coast to attend this important 
When the committee | 
converges, it is expected that the 
list of potential candidates will be 





| already weeded down to three or. 


four names. 

Skouras is reported backing ‘the | 
nomination of Frank H. (Rick) 
Ricketson, chief of Fox Intermoun- 
tain chain, for the top exec job 
with COMPO. His advocacy of 
Ricketson explains his presence 
east. Ricketsen, a powerful po- 
litical figure in Colorado as well as 
a w.k. industryite, is said to be cool 

(Continued on page 16) 


PIX STORY SALE GETS 
CAPITAL GAINS BRUSH 


Washington, June 27. 
U. S. tax court, in a precedent- 
making decision, ruled today 
(Tues.) that proceeds from sale of 
a play or story to films henceforth 
is taxable as ordinary income in 





received, rather than as capital 
gains. Court opined that “movie 


the trade or business of the peti- 
tioner, but were properties held 
primarily for sale to customers in 
the ordinary courts of trade of 
business.” 

Decision involved Joseph A. 
Fields, co-author with Jerome 
Chodorov of “My Sister Eileen” 
legiter and with George S. Kauf- 
man of “Doughgirls.””. When the 
former play was sold to Columbia, 
Fields received as his share after 
commissions $35,181, taxable in 
1941, ’42 and ’43. He reported it 
as ordinary income for the first two | 
years but attempted to report the 
balance in 1943 as capital gains. 


Goldwyn, Korda Smoke 
Peace Pipe in London 


London, June 27. 

Samuel Goldwyn and Sir Alex-| 
ander Korda have reportedly | 
kissed and made up. The Ameri- | 
can and British producers, who} 
have been in a tussle that wound | 
up with each filing suit against the 
other, have had several meetings | 








|nixed by 





ENVOY SPRINGS 
SURPRISE RULE 


With a majority of the majors, 
all of the indies and Hollywood 
labor already lined up against ac- 
ceptance of British proposals for a 
new Anglo-U. S. films pact, Am- 
bassador to Britain Lewis Douglas | 
administered what is believed to 
have been a final death stroke to 
the projected deal this week. 

Douglas registered an objection 
with the British Board of Trade 
via the Foreign Office, . claiming 
that the proposed plan was con- 
trary to section 303 of U. S. cus- 
toms. and tariff laws. Ambassa- 
dor’s action, communicated to a 
meeting of the Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn. board in New York Mon- 
day (26), came as a complete—but 
welcome—surprise to the American 
industry. 

Company prexies and foreign | 
managers at the session had al-| 
ready agreed to send Motion Pic- | 
ture Assn. of American topper Eric | 
Johnston back to London for fur- 
ther talks with B. of T. prez Harold 
Wilson July 18. That followed re- 
fusal of the Society of Independent 
Motion Picture Producers to accept 
the British’ proposals and a loud 
squawk from Hollywood labor Mon- 
day. 

MPAA action was a polite rejec- 
tion of the proposals. It refused 


(Continued on page 16) 








Britain Nixes 


‘Men,’ Asks Cuts 


“The Men,” new Stanley Kramer | 
production, which sailed with little | 
difficulty through the Breen office | 
and other official blue-pencil or- | 
ganizations in the U. S., has been 
British censors. They | 
want several cuts made _ which | 
Kramer maintains will destroy the! 
mood and tempo of the picture. 

As a result, George J. Schaefer, 
Kramer’s sales rep, will probably 
hop to London next week. He was 
originally slated to go this week, 
but postponed his departure for 
confabs with Kramer's partner and 
press chief, George Glass, who ar- 
rived Monday (26) from the Coast. 

Picture is about paraplegic (par- 
alyzed from the waist down) war 
vets. British want sliced part of | 
an explanation by a doctor in the | 

(Continued on page 15) 











July 18 Date OK’d 


The July 18 date suggested 
by Eric Johnston for renewal 
of negotiations in London on 
the Anglo-U. S. agreement is 
satisfactory to his co-negotia- 
tors, Ellis G. Arnall and James 
A. Mulvey, they said yesterday 
(Tuesday). The Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America prexy 
and reps of the Society of In- 
dependent Motion Picture Pro- 


ducers will fly to Britain 
about July 15. 

MPAA, which held two 
board meetings in the past 


week on the British proposals, 
will hold another session July 
14 on the eve of Johnston’s de- 
parture for the new talks. 


Anglo Govt. Eyes 
$7,000,000 Subsidy 
For Film Prods. 


London, June 27. 

British producers will get a 
$7,000,000 government hypo if two 
proposals now pending in Parlia- 
ment are passed. First is an 
amending bill to increase the capi- 
tal of the National Film Finance 
Corp. by a further £1,000,000 
($2,800,000), while the second is 
the entertainment tax move which 
would give domestic filmmakers a 
£1,500,000 ($4,200,000) subsidy. 

NFFC measure is slated to be 
brought up in the House of Com- 
mons Thursday (29) by Board of 
Trade prexy Harold Wilson. Wil- 
son will have to recognize that 
after nearly two years of operation 
and with an expenditure of £5,- 
000,000 of government money, the 
production crisis in Britain is as 
acute as ever. More than half of 
the original subsidy went to bol- 
ster the Korda group through 

(Continued on page 21) 











SCHARY BACK AT METRO 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Dore Schary will return to his 
desk at Metro tomorrow (28). 
He has been suffering from a 
back ailment. 





National Boxoffice Survey 
Heat Sloughs Trade; ‘Bride’ Still No. 1 Winner, | 


‘Annie’ Holds 2d, ‘G 


Sudden arrival of first big heat! 
wave is wilting biz generally over | 
the country this week. However, 
some keys with fairly decent) 
weather are not doing badly. And) 
the bigger pictures continue rack- | 


ing up surprisingly strong totals | 


despite high temperatures and all | Same, is true of “Rogues of Sher- | 


other obstacles. Trade is so slug-| 


gish in numerous keys that ex-|the few new entries are shaping | 


hibitors are doing smany quick! 
shuffles of bookings, with the re- 
sult that there are about 42 differ- | 
ent pictures spotted in key cities | 
covered by Vartety this session. 

“Father of Bride” (M-G) con-| 
tinues in first position, with much | 
bigger money and stronger show- | 
ings than any of its nearest com-| 
petitors. Even in face of adverse | 
conditions, it is racking up nearly | 
$300.000 this stanza. “Annie Get | 
Gun” (M-G) is finishing second | 
while “The Gunfighter” (20th) will | 
be a strong third. Latter obvious- | 
ly iss being helped by b.o. popu-| 
larity of Gregory Peck in title) 
role. 

“Night and City” (20th) is man-, 
aging to take over fourth snot, | 
with “Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) fifth. | 


| “Rocketship X-M” (Lip) is taking | 


sixth money. 
“Comanche Territory” (U) still | 


EL, probably without ELC partici-| that have reportedly ironed out is doing well enough to finish sev- | 


Pation., Films, however, would un- 
Er ubtedly be released through 





unfighter’ Big Third 


“Return of Frontiersman” (WB), | 


“Calt .45” (WB), “Secret Fury” 
(RKO) and “Johnny One-Eye” 
(UA) head a mild lot of runner-up 
pix. : 

“Cactus Creek” (U) 
fairly okay among newcomers. 
wood Forest” (Col). Otherwise, 
very light. 

“Love Happy” (UA) is in for a 
good session in Denver. 
Island Trail” (Rep) looks mild in 


| Cleveland. , “No Sad Songs” (Col) 


is big in Denver. 

“Golden Twenties” (RKO) shapes 
nice in Washingten. “Woman of 
Distinction” (Col) looks fair in 
Denver. “Iroquois Trail” (UA) is 


doing mildly in L. A. @ 
“Robinson Story” (E looms 
okay in Cleveland. “Eagle and 


Hawk” (Par) is sturdy in Cincy. , 


“Wagonmaster” (RKO) shapes trim 
in St. Louis. 


“Bright Leaf” (WB) looks slow | 


in Pittsburgh and dull in N. Y., 
“The Lawless” (Par) is light in 
; “The Torch” (EL) looms 
nice in Frisco. 
Girl” (RKO) is doing okay to good 


in several keys, being considerably | 


better boxoffice-wise than recent 
Tarzan pix. 


all their differences. | enth while “Good Humor Man”) 
As a result, it is understood,| (Col) rounds out the Big Eight | (Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
(Continued on page 21) | list. Pages 8-9) 


is doing) 


“Rock | 


“Tarzan and Slave. 


+ National Exhibitors Theatre Tele- 


vision Committee will be officially 
formed within the next two weeks 
in a strong effort to unify exhibs 
on the big questions which confront 
development of theatre TV. For- 
mer Postmaster General Frank C. 
Walker, Comerford circuit exec, is 
heading the org. It is expected 
that Walker’s national prestige will 
help the drive to bring all theatre 
orgs under one big tent. NETTC, 
although it is yet to be incorpo- 
rated, already has the pledges of a 
large number of exhib groups. 

Decision to organize a theatre- 
TV association was reached at a 
N. Y. meet at which exhibs, repping 
nearly 3,000 theatres, endorsed its 
objectives unanimously. Conclave 
included all affiliated circuits as 
well as the Theatre Owners of 
America, Pacific Coast Conference 
of Independent Theatre Owners, 
Independent Theatre Owners Assn. 
and the Metropolitan Motion Pic- 
ture Theatres Assn. of New York. 
Eiements of the Allied groups have 
also indicated their intention to 
| join but the action of National Al- 
| lied remains in doubt. 

Understood that one of the first 
official acts of“ Walker will be to 
invite Allied’s participation § in 
‘talks with Abram F. Myers, board 
(Continued on page 16) 


Wilby-Kincey’s Blast 
At Time Mag Critic, Via 
Trailer, Nabs Attention 


Recent trailer run by Wilby-Kin- 
cey houses lambasting Time mag’s 
review of “Cheaper by the Dozen” 
\is attracting attention from exhibs 
and their organizations throughout 
| the country and threatens to be the 
starting point for a campaign of 
_vendetta against critics who lose 
sight of the commercial viewpoint 
|in their reviews. 

Number of threatremen are peel- 
ing their eyes for evidence of sim- 
ilar criticism that runs contrary to 
|b.o. experience on a picture and 
‘may point it up, as W-K did, if 
(Continued on page 15) 
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Over $10,000.00 Frozen Coin Spent 
On U.S. Prod. in England During Pact 


More than $10,000,000 in frozen 


sterling was expended on film! 
roduction and story acquisitions 

in England by five American) 
majors during the two-year period 

of the Anglo-U.S. films agreement 

which expired June 13. Report on 

the use of blocked sterling under 
the pact was made to the Motion 

Picture Assn. of America board by 

its London rep, Fayette W. All- 

port, as an aftermath to recent 

negotiations on renewal and as a 

guide to future action. 

Companies covered by the report 
are Columbia, Metro, RKO, 20th- 
Fox and Warner Bros. It reveals 
that they used during the two-year 
period £5,429,779 ($15,300,000) in 
unremittable sterling for quota- 
qualifying pix, location work, 
stories, participations paid to 
stars, producers, etc., and for 
related production items. (‘Break- 
down is based on $2.80 to the £). 
They used up an additional £ 204.- 


108 of their British subsids’ ster- 
ling for the same purposes. 
Breakdown reveals the follow- 


ing amounts of unremittable ster- 
jing expended on pix so completely 
using British manpower that they 
qualify under the quota: (a) Com- 
pleted before June 14, 1948 

£ 105.471; (b) Started before June 
14, 1948, and completed before 
June 10, 1950 — £141.400; ‘c) 
Started after June 14, 1948, and 
completed prior to June 10, 1950 
—£ 2.217.320; ‘d) Started before 
June 10, 1950, and not completed 
by that date—£ 1,180,195. 


Following is unremittable funds 
spent on non-quota production: ‘a! 
Studio production or location work 
in U.K. — £304,652: ‘b) Studio 
production or location work else- 
where in sterling area—£ 126.670; 
(ec) Studio production locations out- 
side sterling area—£ 65,799. 

For story departments, research, 
ertists tests, story rights, writers 
znd studio overhead not recovered, 
wnremittable expended totalled 
£189,659. Expended on _ capital 
account and not written off to 
specific productions — £ 508.707. 
Expended on repayment of loans 
and advances and on guarantees— 
£ 269.097. Expended on _ fixed 
royalties after completion of pic- 
tures in payment for distribution 
rights— £ 259,175. 

Producers, artists, etc., received 
£57.180 of unremittable sterling 
on contracts entered into prior to 
June 14, 1948, and £4.454 on 
contracts subsequent to that date. 








H’wood’s Hot Rods 


Hollywood titles are starting 
to look like the catalog for an 
arsenal. Latest entry in the 
current cycle of. biogs on guns 
is “Smith & Wesson .38,” reg- 
istered with the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America’s title 
bureau by indie Arnold Stoltz 
last week. 

Current on the nation’s 
screens now are Universal's 
“Winchester ‘73” and Warner 
Bros.’ “Colt .45”. 








Summer Key To 


TV's B.0. Effect 


Film industry, still trying to as- 
certain how much of the current 
boxoffice slump can be traced di- 
to television, hopes to find 
to that problem during 
Since TV is 


rectly 
an answer 
the next few months. 
still confined to indoor viewing, 
audiences have consistently fallen 
off during the hot summer months, 
If the nation’s film boxoffice, con- 
sequently, remains comparatively 
stable during the summer or im- 
proves over the same period last 
vear, then the industry will know 
it must look to other factors on 
which to blame the b.o. dip. 


Film exees recognize, of course, 
that summer is traditionally a 
weak period for their grosses also, 
since the same outdoor amusements 
that lure people away from their 
video sets also work adversely for 
the filmeries. This vear, in an ef- 
fort to reverse that trend, some of 
the major companies are striking 
out on a new path by scheduling 
some of their top product for re- 
lease during the dog days. Even 
with that factor, however, film 
execs hope to find some answer 
to the TV problem in the percent- 
age rise or decline in the boxoffice 
compared to the 1949 period. 


TV program chiefs also hope to 
retain at least part of their audi- 
ences this summer, instead of suf- 
fering the wholesale lapse in view- 
ing racked up last year. While the 
majority of top-rated shows are 
bowing off for the usual summer 
hiatus, the networks are replacing 


| them with programs they think will 


600 SHOOTING DAYS 
ABROAD SO FAR IN °50 


Hollywood, June 27. 


First six months of 1950 saw 
Freatest surge of foreign filming 
activity in Hollywood history. 
total of 600 shooting days will es 
been completed Friday (30) on 
nine pictures lensed by majors and 
five indies. Figure does not in- 
clude lensing of background foot- 
age, for which several camera 
erews were sent overseas. 

Most of the pictures were done 
with frozen coin although some 
are dollar expenditures. Oriental- 
Jnternational’s “The River,” for 
example, was filmed in India large- 
ly with Indian coin although a por- 
tion of the budget, principally sal- 
aries, was expended with American 
money. 





How to Win Friends . . . 


Rome, June 27. 
lialian film producers: are be- 
Hinning to find that there's no 
place like away-from-home, at least 
as far as their top produet is con- 
cerned. Such pictures as “Bicycle 
# Thief,’ “Shoe Shine” and some otf 
the operatic films they have turned 
out since the war’s end have done 
very little business on their open- 
ing engagements here in Italy. Yet 
these same films have won several 
prizes in foreign competition and 
shave done consistently good busi- 
ness overseas. 

Producers are now discovering a 
new gold mine for these pictures 
on reissue dates in Italy. Seems 
that the italian customers, reading 
publicity on how well the films 
were received in foreign countries, 
zre now clamoring to see them. 
As a result, most of the pix are 
now going out on first-run reissue 
bookings. 


| convince setowners to tune in their 


receivers when they are home. 
Even so, film execs think the com- 
ing months will tell the story on 
video as a b.o. threat. 


40TH IA CONVENTION 





IN DETROIT AUG. 14 


International Alliance of Thea- 
trical Stage Employees has sched- 
uled its 40th convention the week 
of Aug. 14 in Detroit. Approxi- 
mately 1,100 delegates from [ATSE 
locals throughout the country and 
Canada are slated to attend. 


| In a bulletin issued to members 
'this week, IA pointed out that its 
‘last convention in Detroit was held 
\in 1928. “In 1928,” 
said, “our industry was just enter- 
ing the talking picture era. facing 
a technical revolution which IA 
members were to take magnificent- 
lv in their stride. Now, by coinci- 
;dence, the advent of television 
| brings a new and deeper chal- 
lenge.” 


Regular pre-convention meeting 
of IA’s general exec board is 
scheduled for the Hotel Statler, 
Detroit, starting Aug. 7. 


) 





Her ‘So. Pacific’ Click 


Speeds Blair Reissue’ 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Success of Janet Blair in Nation- 
al company of 
at Philharmonic Auditorium. Los 
Angeles, cued Columbia to push 
“Blondie Goes to College” as first 
of six “Blondies” to be reissued. 
Miss Blair is featured in film. 

_ Second will be “Blondie in So- 
ciety,” these two replacing * ‘Blon- 
die Meets the Boss” and “Blondie 


Goes Latin,” as first of reissues. | 


Decision to re-release followed | 
| cancellation of series at studio, 


‘of studio after 


the bulletin | 


“South Pacific,” now | 


Siegel’s Kaye Starrer 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Sol Siegel is producing Danny 
Kaye starrer, “On the Riviera,” 
slated for late summer start at 20th 
with Micheline Prelle sharing. 
It was to have been produeed by 
Bill Perlberg but latter checks out 


Sake.” 


Walsh Pits 1A 
Vs. Anglo-U.S. 


Film Agreement 


Walsh, International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
plovees prexy, ‘declared yesterday 
‘Tues.) that his organization would 
“fight with all its economic 
strength” against the projected An- 
glo-American film agreement. 
While either a general boycott or 
strike have been mentioned as pos- 
sible IA moves if the agreement is 
aaopted, Walsh declined to elabo- 
rate on what method the union 
might use to fight. 

IA prez averred that his organi- 
zation would not object to an exten- 
sion of the present agreement but 
is completely against any attempt 
of the British to force American 
producers to lens films in England. 
That would be required under the 
so-called incentive clause in the 
projected deal. According to Walsh, 
if the U. S. industry tells the Brit- 
ish that it positively will not ac- 
cept the plan, “then we'll get a bet- 
ter agreement.” 

Walsh returned last week from 





Richard F. 


Europe where he served as labor 


advisor of the American delega- 
tion to the world peace conference 
of the United Nations Educational, 
Social and Cultural Organization. 
He huddled with Motion Picture 
Assn. of America prez Eric John- 
ston in Dublin during the latter's 
recent negotiations with the Brit- 
ish government and also met with 
Tom O’Brien, head of Britain’s Na- 
tional Assn. of Theatricai Kinemat- 
ograph Employees, to explain IA’s 
thinking on the agreement. 

Walsh pointed out that IA’s ob- 
jection to the plan lies in the 
probable unemployment it would 
create among Hollywood labor 
unions through forced production 
in England. He said 25° of all 


(Continued on page 15) 


Video Has Less B.0. 


Effect on Drive-Ins 
Than Indoor Theatres 


Chicago, June 27. 
Results of an interesting, albeit 
inconclusive, poll of 5,006 drive-in 
customers on the relationship otf 
television to theatre attendance 
were released last week by Louis 
F. Jelinek, owner and operator of 
the Sky-Hi Drive-in of Elmhurst, 

Ill. Jelinek conducted the poll. 
Most important and most statis- 
tically reliable result of the poll is 
the indication that video has less 
effect on drive-in boxoffice than on 
indoor theatre attendance. The 
same people were asked whether 





they preferred television to out- 
door pictures, then whether they 
preferred teevee to indoor films. 


To the tormer question, 18% re- 
plied they preferred television to 
outdoors. To the Jatter, regarding 
indoor théatres, 32% answered 
they preferred television. 

Against these heartening figures 
must be placed several reserva- 
tions. First, many of those polled 
are habitual ozoner patrons. Asked 
if they go to indoor theatres as well 
as ozoners during the summer, 47% 
replied they do not. Another fac- 
tor is that 52% of those queried 
have TV sets. In answering ques- 
tions in the poll, equal weight is 
given to set owners and non-own- 
ers. For example, just what pro- 
portion of non-set owners is in- 


‘Continued on page 20) 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Robert Alda 
Saul Bass 
Foster M. Blake 
Carroll Carroll 
Alex Cohen 
J. Cheever Cowdin 
James Dunn 
Terry Galaney 
George Glass 
Henry Hull 
Mike Mosher 
Bob Roberts 
i Joe Youngerman 





FCC Asks More Detailed Zenith Info 


On Phonevision Tests Before Giving OK 





7 -onerns Novelty : An Earthly Pic 


With “Rocket Ship XM” and 
“Destination Moon” soaring 
high, science fiction tales con- 
tinue to get a ride in Holly- 
wood. Titles for two new ones 
were registered with the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America 
during the past week. 

They were staked out by 
Sam Katzman, who apparently 
isn't sure exactly which planet 
he’s interested in. Tags are 
“The Man From Mars” and 
“Space Ship to Jupiter.” 








McDonald Raps 


TOA Tele Plan 


Stream of form letters have 
poured out of the office of Eugene 
F. McDonald, Jr., president of Zen- 
ith Radio Corp. and backer of 
Phonevision, to film producers, ra- 
dio broadcasters and newspaper 
publishers. McDonald is seeking to 
make capital out of the proposal 
of Gael Sullivan, exec director of 
the Theatre Owners of America, 
and Nathan Halpern, TOA’s tele- 
vision consultant, that theatres 
band together for exclusive large- 
screen programs. Deluge of let- 
ter-writing has apparently failed 
to get a rise from any of the three 
fields. 

To the newspaper publishers, 
McDonald has warned that the 
TOA plan would mean the loss of 
large revenues from advertising. 
He also points with alarm in mass 
dispatches to the broadcasters. At 
the same time, Zenith topper 
warns Hollywood that the Sullivan 
plan would nudge pix aside in 
favor of TV programs. 

Writing to broadcasters, McDon- 
ald says: “It is as obvious as day 
and night that the boxoffice from 
theatres in just a few major cities 
will enable these theatres to far 
outbid broadcasters with no box- 
office and secure a monopoly of 
these ‘big sports events) programs. 
Advertisers cannot afford to sup- 
ply the funds to outbid the the- 
atre boxoffice.” } 

“Without Phonevision.” McDon- 
ald states, “‘all desirable sports 
and special events programs, even 
those now available to television, 
may soon become exclusive fea- 
tures for theatres.” Noting that a 
number of sports 
ready barred to TV, he adds that 
the exhibs can take these and 
other events away trom tele by 
bidding higher for exclusive rights. 

On the Hollywood front, Mc- 
Donald takes a_ different tack. 
charging that TOA “bites the hand 
that feeds you” with a proposal 
“of staggering proportions.” “The 
Same theatres that say producers 
must not profit from television be- 
cause it would hurt exhibitors are 
being urged to profit from tele- 
vision in a manner that can’t help 
hurting the producers plenty,” he 
asserts. 


“There is just one wav in which 


producers can protect themselves, 
not only against television in the 
home, but also against this new 
competition from television in the 
theatre,’ McDonald pitches. 
one way is to use television to 
Hollywood's advantage, by present- 
ing movies in the home on tele- 
vision for a boxoffice return. In 
other words, Phonevision.” 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Julie Bennett 
Gertrude Berg 
Irving Brecher 
Frank Cooper 
Nancy Davis 
Jascha Heifetz 
Eric A. Johnston 
John Joseph 
Joseph Justman. 
Nat Kahn 

Jesse L. Lasky 
Philip Loeb 

Tom McCray 
Hope Miller 
Lydia Minevitch 
Ken Murray 
Harry Popkin 
Trescoit Ripley 
Roger L. Stevens 
Major Albert Warner 
Larry Weiner 
Bert Whitley 


events are al-| 


“Tat 


Washington, June 27. 

Zenith Radio Corp. is having a 
| tough time convincing the Federal 
Communications Commission it 
is not jumping the gun on Phone- 
| vision. Firm’s request for an ex- 
tension of time in which to begin 
its 90-day tests to a group of 300 
cross-section subscribers in Chi- 
cago is being held up pending a 
more detailed explanation of nego- 
tiations with manufacturers to 
install Phonevision decoder out- 
lets in TV receivers on a contin- 
gent royalty basis and appearance 
of advertisements heralding the 
imminence of Phonevision. 

Commission last week requested 
Zenith to supply information on: 
(1) what manufacturers, if any, 
have indicated intention to par- 
ticipate in contingent royalty ar- 
rangements:; (2) the status of such 
arrangements; (3) whether its offer 


of contingent credits against 
Phonevision patent license fees 
still stands; and (4) whether 


Zenith proposes to continue to en- 
courage installation by other man- 
ufacturers of decoder outlets in 
TV receivers. 

The agency told Zenith it wasn't 
satisfied with its explanation that 
the installation of decoder outlets 
would be a protection to*the pub- 
lic in the event Phonevision is au- 
thorized for commercial use. “In 
the first place,’. said the Commis- 
sion, “the public would still be 
required to purchase the com- 
plete ‘Phonevision’ decoding unit. 
In the second place, unless decod- 
ing units manufactured by all 
manufacturers could utilize the 
Zenith decoder outlets, the pub- 
lic would be protected partially 
against obsolescence only if they 
purchased decoding units which 
could be connected to the Zenith 
decoding outlets .. This might 
result in the fixing of standards 

which would limit the Com- 
mission in fixing standards for 
‘Phonevision’ or subscription tele- 
vision.” 

Commission said that advertise- 
ments by Plesser’s of Hempstead, 
L. L.: Loucheim of Philadelphia, 
and Kirby-Tuttle of Miami, dem- 
onstrate that Zenith dealers have 


‘(Continued on page 16) 





N. Y. to Europe 


Emanuel Balaban 
George Balanchine 
Edith Barstow 
Morton Baum 
Edward Bigelow 
Shirley Blane 
Herbert Bliss 
Philip Bloom 
Nate J. Blumberg 
Todd Bolender 
Betty Cage 

Lew Christenson 
Russell Collins 
Jackie Cooper 

Al Daf 

Ralph Edwards 
Dave Garroway 
Frances Hawkins 
Melissa Hayden 
Frank Hobi 
Martita Hunt 
Alan Jackson 
Anton Karas 
Dorothy Kilgallen 
Lincoln Kirstein 
Dick Kollmar 
Michael Kopeikine 
Harold Lang 
Tanaquil LeClerg 
Joshua Logan 
Christopher Lynch 
George Mathews 
Don MeNeill 

Rita Morgenthau 
Walter Pidgeon 
Nananne Porcher 
Tyrone Power 
Janet Reed 
Jerome Robbins 
David Rose 
Frank Sinatra 

Ed Sullivan 

Maria Tallchief 
Beatrice Tompkins 
Patricia Wilde 
Helen Wortham 

I. A. R. Wylie 


Europe to N. Y. 

Steve Broidy 

Betty Field 

David Golding 

John Lee Mahin 

Hermes Pan 

Elmer Rice 

Norton V. Ritchey 

Artur Rubinstein 

Murray Silverstone 

Spyros P. Skouras 

Dwight Deere Wiman 
i Robert Whitehead 
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See Popkin-Justman ‘Offer Memo OK'd 
By UA Ba. for Transmitting to Owners: 


United Artists board is expected ¢ | 





okay, with reservations, the Ps - * . 
“memorandum of offer” for trans-| Cowdin Still Dickering 
fer of control of the company | Although the deal by Harry 
drawn up by a committee of the; Brandt's syndicate to buy con- 
directorate with Harry Popkin and | _ trol of the RKO theatre circuit 
Joseph Justman last week. Fol-; from Howard Hughes ap- 
lowing the board’s approval, it is} peared to be nearing consum- 
expected to name a committee to; mation this week, J. Cheever 
transmit the offer to UA owners; Cowdin was reportedly still in 
Charles Chaplin and Mary Pickford| the picture. Former Universal 
the Coast and to meet with board chairman heads a group 
and Popkin and Justman which has been negotiating for 
the acquisition of Hughes’ en- 
tire interest in RKO, both the- 
atres and production-distribu- 
tion. 

Cowdin was slated to leave 
the Coast yesterday (Tuesday ) 
for consultations with bankers 
in New York on the deal. He 
was in huddles with Hughes’ 
reps as late as the end of last 
week. 


Kids-for-Free, 
Filled Cars at $1 


on 
them 
there. 

Memorandum summing up sev- 
eral months of negotiation with 
Popkin and Justman was drawn up 
in New York prior to their return 
to Hollywood Saturday (24). It 
was said that the terms finally ham- 
mered out were not completely sat- 
isfactory to either side, but were 
thought to be the closest that could 
be reached at this time to what 
might become the ultimate agree- 
ment. 

Board is slated to consider the 
Popkin-Justman offer as soon as all 
members are available, which could 
be later this week. Prexy Grad 
Sears, who is still in New York hos- 
pital recuperating from a heart at- 
tack, is now nevertheless available, 
but Charles Schwartz is_ not. 
Schwartz underwent a minor op- 
eration last week and is awaiting 
the okay of his doctor before re- 
turning to business. Board session, 
































if held this week, may be in Sears’ Drive-ins are presenting a new | 
hospital room or at his home. He | problem to distribs this year in a| 
may be released from the hospital | growing policy of admitting kids | 
tomorrow (Thursday). ' | for free and allowing in for a pond 

Since four of the seven directors $1 fee as many passengers as there 
have at various times participated are in a ear. Distribs maintain | 

(Continued on page 20) | that such policies hurt them on, 
percentage dates, but then, again, | 
they’re not entirely sure. 

Theory is that the exhibitor, by 
Blumberg, Daff to Fly _| offering the bargain rates, is cut: 
ting down what the distrib consid- 

| 

To London for Talks | ers is his right to get a fair return | 

. ° *I1 | on each person seeing the show. | 
With Rank on Distrib on the other hand, some of the 

7 . : aj’. | distribs are also wondering if the 
ogy = ree ag ye free admission for kids, particular- 
ae dept plane to London ly, isn’t bringing in a lot of parents 
Friday (30) for a series of meets Se wouldn't otherwise patronize 
with J. Arthur Rank, John Davis | "© ©70M€TS. ae 
and other execs of the Rank or-| A number of the distribs have 
ganization. With a new crop of referred the question to their legal 
Rank pix readied, the two U top- departments, and they've all re- 
pers will look over the lineup with | ceived the same answer on what 
an eve towards an impending di- rh ao ° aes oNothi ne Oo 
vision of the films between U and | PT a a _ “a nibi rs ntie 
Eagle Lion. Two companies share trust peewee prohibit the majors 
in the U. S. release of Rank prod- (Continued on page 16) 
uct. 

Blumberg and Daff will also at- 
tend a general meet of the Rank SCULLY, WORK BEAT | 
org set for July 12. They will 
huddle with exees of General Film U STOCKHOLDER ACTIO | 
Distributors, Rank’s subsid, which eke | 
distributes U’s pix in Britain,) William A. Scully, distrib veepee | 
There is a possibility that the duo|of Universal, and Cliff Work, 

|former production chief, won a 
'long legal battle this week when | 


will also visit Paris and other 
European cities in a first swing 


| Wind.” 


Snarl Distribs : 


DISTRIBS’ “MUST @” 





— 


COMPO GOO0WILL 
ERA AT STAKE 


New exhib-distrib battle  is| 
springing up to shatter the tem-| 
porary era of goodwill that fol- 
lowed the formation of the Council 
of Motion Picture Organizations 
several months back. Renewed 
fighting in which National Allied | 
groups are in the fore is on the| 
familiar theme of high rentals. 





This ‘time exhibs are steaming over |: 


a number of must-percentage pix 
which are currently making the 
theatre rounds. 

Stiff resistance is being evi- 
denced by smaller exhibs to per- 
centage terms asked by certain dis- 
tribs in situations which generally 
buy on flat rentals. Metro, for in- 
stance, is finding the going tough 
in getting “Battleground” played 
in small houses despite the fact | 
that the pic is the company’s big- 
gest earner since “Gone With the | 
Paramount is meeting a 
similar experience with the Bing 
Crosby starrer, “Riding High,” 
which exhibs claim has a must-per- 
centage tag. 

First tipoff on the battle came 
several weeks ago when Trueman 
Rembusch, Allied prez, blasted 
Metro, Par and Columbia for ask- 
ing extravagant terms for “Battle- | 








round,” “Samson and Delilah” | 
and “Jolson Sings Again.” Rem- | 
busch embroidered his charges | 


with the declaration that Par is} 
“coercing” upped admission prices. 
Since then, a number of Allied re- 


(Continued on page 22) 


Meredith $1,900 Bid 





Brandt Awaiting Promising Binder 
From Hughes to Seal RKO Chain Sale 





Chi Money in RKO Buy 


It was reported in New York 
this week that considerable of 
the cash in Harry Brandt’s 
deal for the RKO theatre cir- 
cuit is coming from the Rosen- 
wald (Sears Roebuck) family 
and from Marshall Field. 
Each is said to be advancing 
$1,000,000 to the Brandt syn- 
dicate. Kuhn, Loeb & Co., 
Wall street house, is handling 
additional financing. 


Brandt and his associates 
have been mum on the source 
of coin except to say that it is 
“coming from Chicago.” That’s 
where both Rosenwald and 
Field hdqtrs. are located. 








Skouras Return 
Expected to Hypo 
Arbitration Setup 


Fox prez, after a month’s visit to 
Europe is expected to spark action 


ica’s proposal for the establishment 
of an all-industry arbitration sys- 
tem. Arbitration campaign of TOA 
after the 


weeks theatre group 





Buys 2 Bogeaus Pix 
At N.Y. Sheriff Sale 


By virtue of a $1,900 bid at a 
sheriff's sale held in New York last 
week, Burgess Meredith holds Mir- 
acle Productions’ interest in a pair | 
of features the company turned out | 
several years ago. Pix are “A Mir- | 
acle Can Happen” and “Christmas | 
Eve.” Both were released through | 
United Artists. Head of MP is'| 


Benedict Bogeaus. 


Whether Meredith’s acquisitions | 
will be of any tangible value re- | 


that the distrib toppers initiate an 
| industry conclave. 

| Skouras came out enthusiastical- 
|ly for arbitration in a letter to TOA 
|some time ago. His distrib chief, 


| Andy Smith, on the other hand, 
|appears cool to the proposal. Smith 


is chairman of the distrib commit- 
tee and as such must place the 
project on the agenda for con- 
sideration by that group. 

It is likely that an appeal will 
be made to Skouras to get arbitra- 
tion rolling if Smith takes no ac- 
tion soon. 


+ Harry Brandt is in momentary 


|expectation of a signed memoran- 


dum from Howard Hughes, RKO’s 


| controlling stockholder, agreeing to 





the sale of the latter’s stock inter- 
est in the RKO theatre chain. Word 
was relayed from the Coast to 
Brandt that the memo which would 
fix the formula for computing price 
was on the way with the Hughes’ 
signature. If the Brandt expecta- 
tions are met, title could conceiv- 
ably transfer to him within 90 
days. 

Arrangements have already been 
made for Thomas Slack, one of 
Hughes’ attorneys, to meet with 
Milton C. Wiseman, Brandt’s legal 
rep. in Los Angeles for a series 
of conferences aimed at working 
out the legal details. That still re- 
mains the big if once the memo 
is signed as expected. Other deals, 


| of course, have fallen through be- 
|cause lawyers failed to agree on 
ithe contract provisions. 


On the formula basis, price will 


| be somewhat better than $7,000,000 


lif the 


| 


preliminary figures are 
borne out by an audit which must 
take place following the Hughes’ 


|inking of a memo. Formula is to 


| of 


be computed on five-year earnings 
each individual theatre. Ex- 


|tensive auditing is necessary be- 
Return of Spyros Skouras, 20th-| cause some of the theatre circuit’s 
|profits are derived from capital 


on the Theatre Owners of Amer- | 


gains via sale of houses. 
If the Brandt deal goes through 


‘Hughes could take action to pass 
|stock ownership to the New York 
|circuit op any time after July 27. 


has been dormant in the past few | 


passed the ball to the majors’ dis- | 
tribution committee in a request | 


That is the date when RKO holds 
its annual stockholder meet. Stock- 
holders will then vote on the ex- 
tension of divorcement obtained 
from the federal court which now 


‘gives the major until the end of 


the year to split the company. 





Indie Product ‘Defense’ 
Vs. Majors’ Hiked Fees, 
Chadwick Tells Exhibs 


Chicago, June 27. 
Three-point plan was proposed 
by I. E. Chadwick, head of Inde- 


TOA officials already pendent Motion Picture Producers 


mains to be seen inasmuch as both have that move under considera- Assn., to exhibs as a way of keep- 


films are heavily mortgaged to a. 


‘Los Angeles bank which financed | 


them. Actor, who appeared in 
“Miracle Can Happen,” won a N.Y. | 
supreme court order directing the | 
sale after he was unable to collect 
a $14,000 judgment against MP. 
Judgment represents unpaid sal- | 
ary due Meredith for his work in| 
“Miracle.” He was the sole bidder | 
at the public auction. His purchase | 
takes over all rights in the two 
films which MP held on Feb. -7, | 
1950, or at any time thereafter. | 
Potential proceeds from MP’s in- | 


(Continued on page 56) 


COL AIMS ‘KING’S MEN’ 





On the basis of the b.o. perform- 
ance of “All the King’s Men,” Co- 
lumbia is willing to go to the mat 
with Trueman T. Rembusch, prez 
of National Allied. Latter recently 
took a slam at Hollywood for alleg- 
edly shooting for Academy Award 


ing indie filmmaking alive. Chad- 


| wick set forth his program during 





AT REMBUSCH FOR RAP 


a jointly-sponsored luncheon ten- 
dered him today (Tues.) at the 
Drake hotel by Screen Guild, 
Monogram and exhibs. He told ex- 
hibs indie product is their ‘first 


|line of defense” against percentage 
|deals and higher rentals demanded 
'by major distribs. 


Exhibs must use restraint in 
playing reissues, Chadwick de- 
clared as his first point. Fully one- 
third of playing time is now de- 


‘voted to oldies. he said. Chadwick 


, since Di _| the U. S. circuit court of appeals | ) : ‘tte asl + : 
Mo ac Bg ak a ay ie ; - ‘terest in the pictures, according to | 40d critics’ pix while neglecting 


'in New York tossed out a stock- | } are ‘ poms . 
U's product has recently staged | holder action against the duo. Suit Meredith attorneys, \Fitelson | & | > Sarees —o 
a comeback in England because of | had previously included Nate J. 


|also wants theatres to stop using 
itwo “A” pix in dualers. He sug- 


| Mayers, will be used to liquidate | As an instance, ‘gested the booking of one major 




















better bookings and an improved 
b.o. on recent releases. For a time, 
company complained over the fact 
that it was not getting volume 
bookings over Rank’s Odeon and 
British-Gaumont chains for a num- 
ber of its films. Improvement in 
the allocation of U product has 
helped better relations between 
: S execs and those in the Rank 
rg. 

While the duo’s main purpose in 
Making the trip is to confer with 
Rank execs, they are not going 
over on a specific invitation from 
the British producer. Once they 
made the decision, however, Rank 
promptly invited them to attend his 
Own group’s London meet. 


Cohn, Steinman Film 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Art Cohn, who scripted “Strom- 
boli, is joining with Harold 
Steinman, producer of the “Skat- 
ing Vanities,” roller troupe now 





touring England, to make a film’ 


based on the rink unit in England 
— summer with British financ- 
1g. 

Cohn, now writing “The Trial” 


for Warners, will co-produce and 
Script. 


Blumberg, U’s prez; J. Cheever 
Cowdin, erstwhile board chairman, 
and Charles D. Prutzman, former 
general counsel. These execs 
won a dismissal in the lower court. 


Plaintiffs had appealed from a 
decision of Judge Simon H. Rif- 
kind, who held there were no 
damages. Suit attacked stock war- 
rants granted the execs which 
Judge Rifkind found “a _ highly 





| beneficial scheme for the benefit | 


of the company and stockholders.” 

Circuit court consisting of 
| Judges Augustus N. Hand, Charles 
/E. Clark and Jerome’ Frank 
| adopted the lower court ruling as 
their own. Latter had noted that 
the U execs were effective in win- 
ning substantial profits for the 
company. 

Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin & 
'Krim repped the major. 





| Techni’s 50c Divvy 

Technicolor’s board has declared 
a regular dividend of 50c per share 
on outstanding stock of the tinting 
| firm, 

Melon will be sliced July 24 with 
stockholders of record July 7 on 
ithe receiving end. 


‘the judgment. However, it’s unde-| King’s Men” and clearly implied 
|cided as yet as to which creditor that it is a b.o. dud. | As his third point, Chadwick 
holds the priority claim. Now called “King’s Men” has grossed close | asked for the granting of early 
“On Our Merry Way,” “Miracle” | to $2,800,000, it is said, on a pro- | playdates for indie films. Exhibs 
also. starred Paulette Goddard, | duction nut in the vicinity of $1,- ‘too often accede to major demands 
| James Stewart and Henry Fonda, | 300,000. Pic, therefore, is solidly for priority treatment and thereby 
_among others. George Raft topped | in the black after deducting distri-| seyttle an indie’s chances. IMPPA 
|“Christmas Eve” cast. | bution expenses. head warned that only 60 films 
| | . The awards in themselves proved will be turned out this year m{ 
| : a terrific boon to the film, raising | indie producers against 78 in 1949. 
| Skouras, Silverstone the question of whether that target He traced the decline of non-major 
doesn’t justify itself. For instance, | production since 1940. 
Back from Europe “King’s Men” closed* at the Vic-| Divorcement will mean accelerat- 
| toria, N. Y., at a higher figure than ed demands by distribs for per- 
Twentieth-Fox prez Spyros P. | the opening week, mainly because centages and higher rentals, he 
Skouras and 20th International it had a poor kickoff. Film picked added. Only through fostering in- 
prexy Murray Silverstone returned | yp sharply after the New York die films can exhibs block that 


'to the homeoffice over the week- | §im critics named it as the best | tactic. 
‘end from Europe. Skouras had 


b g since the end of May | feature of the year. | 

even sd gi od . >? Film won a total of 26 awards | ° ° 

i b one of the principal OS 

mes A ‘at the World Srethethand around the country. In most in-| Wallen Quits as Exhib 

Conference in Paris, June 8. Sil-| rosetta Ba — ee | Hollywood, June 27. 

verstone joined him in Europe 10 | Bi see upped Brosses in each smu" | Harry Wallen, managing director 

5 of the Hollywood Paramount the- 

atre and associated with Fanchon 
& Marco local theatre operations 


days ago for a quick tour of the) 

company’s exchanges in England) 
for 20 years, resigned, effective 
July 1. He’s moving to Roseburg, 


and on the Continent. ‘ ’ 
Twentieth homeoffice publicity | 20th Buys ‘Steeper 
Ore., where he has owned prop- 
erty for some time, quitting ex- 


manager Dave Golding, meanwhile,| “The Steeper Cliff,’ 1947 best- 
hibition business. 


| and one indie instead. 























returned yesterday (Tues.) from | seller by David Davidson, has been 
London. He flew over two weeks bought for filmization by 20th-Fox. | 
ago to help coordinate publicity Price was $20,000. Frank Rosen- 

between the homeoffice and the berg will produce. Wallen was manager of down- 
20th production crew now lensing) Yarn, about postwar Germany,| town Paramount before switching 
'“Mudlark” in England. ‘was published by Random House. ' to Hollywood house. 
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e . et 
Miniature Reviews 
“Where the Sidewalk 

Ends.” (20th-Fox). Gripping 
melodrama about cop involved 
in an accidental killing. Fair 
b.o. possibilities. 

“The Furies” (Song) (Par). 
Good adult drama of western 
cattle empires. B.o. prospects 
good. 


Where the Sidewalk 
Ends 
Hollywood, June 24. 


20th-Fox release of Otto Preminger | 
(Frank P. Rosenberg) production, directed | 
by Preminger. Stars Dana Andrews, Gene | 
Tierney; features Gary Merrill, Bert | 
Freed, Tom ‘Tully, Karl Malden, Ruth 
Donnelly, Craig Stevens. Screenplay, Ben 
Hecht; adaptation, Victor Trivas, Frank 
P. Rosenberg, Robert E. Kent; from novel 
by William Stuart; camera, Joseph La 
Shelle; music, Cyril Mockridge; editor, 





Louis Loeffler. ‘Tradeshown June 23, ‘50. “Once a Thief” (UA). Dull 
aera wae Dana Andrews Meller for lower-case bookings 
Morgan Taylor......... ‘ll Gene Tierney despite fair names. 

Ra - Gary errs | “If This Be Sin” (UA). Brit- 
Sey Ar er ‘reed | ish-made romantic drama with 
i eee Tom Tully . i 1 

Tet. bY poeanncaet Karl Malden Myrna Loy, Peggy Cummins 
le SE aS Ruth Donnelly, and Riehard Greene; mild b.o. 
Men Paime ..'....cccscsees Craig Stevens | Destination Moon” (Color) 


Robert Simeon 
Harry Von Zell 
Don Appell 
Neville Brand 
Grace Millis 
Lou Krugman 


Inspector Foley 
Ted Morrison 

See 
Steve 
Mrs. Tribaum 
Mike Williams 


(EL). Exploitation thriller of 
spaceship flight to the moon. 
Good b.o. potential. 

“Hills of Oklahoma” (Songs) 


Harrington. .......++.+++ —_ _—oon (Rep). Rex Allen  oatuner; 
Si < av olte Pp 
Ee ale he pee: Steve Roberts good standard fare for juves 
Tod Benson......... a Phil Tully and western addicts. 
CAGBY .. cc cccvcccccccess Ian MacDonald “Joe Palooka In Humphrey 
Hanson. .......ceeeereccees John Close = Chanee” (iM Site 
GOTIOTIOR.... 00s cccccceesces John McGuire Takes a ance” (Mono.) t 
oo SFE TR oue"c —— funny programmer dealing 
fayer se oS O6640e0605% , e ass | . aes ast. .. 
om Sadienemh. . <6 «oc0 Louise Lorimer with corrupt small-town poli 
CS OS Lester Sharpe tics. ae 
ro = ae | “Federal Man” (EL). Satis- 
Feeney Rr ree er ober oulk | er yan ea em i 
i Mile... cee ces Eda Reiss Merin | factory nareotics meller for 
Morris MT eget seks oleae Mack Williams dualer situations. 
Cab Driver......--+++++++: oe Dacor | “The Lost Volcano” (Mono). 
werve tye ney ov | : : 
a “Bob Evans} Good program entry in the 
Fat Man... ce ee “Bomba” jungle series. 
BONWOEEE. ..s.cccccseveses Charles J. Flynn EES tan ” : +) = 
a ila ade eka Larry Thompson Hi-jacked” (Lippert). Okay 


actioner for a supporter. 





d —_ “My Daughter Joy” ‘BL). 

In this story of . tough New Edward G. Robinson, Peggy 
York cop who finds himself sud-| Cummins in unconvincing Brit- 
denly involved in killing a man by ish-emade: mild b.o. in U. S. 
accident, 20th has fair b.o. possl- “Cairo Road” (British) (AB- 


bilities. Pathe). Erie Portman in s0-so 
Story, by Ben Hecht, unwinds meller; may fit on some U.S. 

with a maximum of suspense and dualers. 

swiftly-paced action and is fea- “Heart and Soul” (Crest). 

tured by an excellent performance Fine Italian import starring 


by Dana Andrews. Picture is also 


| Vittorio De Sica. 
notable for  better-than-average 








character portrayals by a_half- 
dozen minor players and will be 
helped by the draw of the co-star, 
Gene Tierney. 

Andrews, while he is on tle 
carpet for slugging teo many 
hoodlums before he has criminal 
evidence against them, accidentally 
kills a man in a fistic battle, in 
self-defense. Victim is Craig 
Stevens, former war hero and 
ne’er-do-well estranged husband of 
Miss Tierney, a lush model. lstepmother in a fit. of 

Otto Preminger, director, does | che swears to break the 
an excellent job of pacing the|p,. Furies and her 
siory and of building sympathy for a 


the array of topflight acting con 
tributions. 

Story interest 
Barbara Stanwyck, 


falls chiefly 


of his son 
empire’ until 


| place 
| cattle the 


|portrayed by Judith Anderson 


\Miss Stanwyck  disfigures 


; , when he spitefully hangs Gilbert 
Andrews. He also brings out skill-| p ke ; sa 
ful etchings of character from say page germ Pega 
Merrill, Bert Freed, Tully, Karl) inch at 
Malden, Ruth Donnelly, Stevens,|  ,. ° . Sie i Mis 
Robert Simon, Don Appell and/|. fo effect het revenge, Mus 
Grace Mills. Miss Tierney appears | Stanwyck makes use of Wendell 
her usual fetching self, but her,Corey, gambler and banker to 
role is subordinated to that of An-|“hom she is romantically, but | 


drews. Preminger, as producer, and 
his associate, Frank P. Rosenberg, 
have done a notable fob in casting | 
and in maintaining top production | 


to 
strong-willed 
|daughter of Huston who takes the 
in guiding the) 
father 
| marries a conniving widow, craftily 
|Father and daughter break when. 
her | 
rage 
ranch, 
father 


s | 


antagonistically, attracted. Between | 
|them, they manage to trap Huston | 
into losing but the revenge has aj g; : 

bitter end when Huston is shot | fee 


values. Music by Cyril Mockridge | own in retribution for the hang- 


adds greatly to the story. Camera | !"& of Roland. 


work by Joseph La Shelle and the 


special. effects photography by Punctuated speed, it is the dialog 
Fred Agi often — Bes. . that has the sock to keep the atten- 
tion intrigued for adult viewers. 

The Furies | 


(SONG) 
Hollywood, June 23. 


While the pacing | 
|keeps the plot moving at climax- 


Lee Wilder, tells a contrived yarn 
of a girl’s downfall after she falls 
for a chiseling heel. Story is told 
in flashback, opening with the girl, 
| June Havoe, surrendering to police 
/on a murder charge, and then re- 
| lates the events that led up to the 
| murder of Cesar Romero, the heel 
'who made his living charming 
‘dumb working girls. 
, Wilder’s direction is plodding, 
and he draws ragged performances 
from the cast of usually competent 
| players. Romero is flamboyant to 
, the nth degree. Miss Havoc ap- 

pears to disadvantage. Marie Mc- 
| Donald, Lon Chaney, Iris Adrian 








;are among the others unable to! 
| give the material or direction any | 


sheen. 
William H. Clothier’s lensing is 


lowkeyed te the point of darkness, | 


credits are 
Brog. 


and other technical 


stock. 


| If This Be Sin 
| (BRITISH-MADE) 


United Artists release of London Film 
(Gregory Ratoff) production, direeted by 
Ratoff. Stars Myrna Loy, Peggy Cum- 
mins, Richard Greene, Roger Livesey; 
features Elizabeth Allen. Screenplay, 
Gene Markey, from play, “Autumn,” 
Margaret Kennedy and Ilya Surgutchoff; 
camera, Georges Perinal; editor, G. Tur- 
| ney-Smith; musical director, Dr. Herbert 
Clifford. Tradeshown N. Y., June 26, ’50. 
Running time, 72 MINS. 

Lady Cathy Brooke. ..........Myrna Loy 
Sir Brian Brooke, K, C....Roger Livesey 
Monica Brooke Peggy Cummins 


| footage 


'venture enters 


by | 


Mee cen 


Blood and Fire 

“Blood and Fire,” Swedish- 
made, which opened at the 
Squire theatre, N. Y., Friday 
(23), was reviewed in VARIETY 
from Stockholm, March 27, 
1946, under its original title, 
“Blood Och Eld.” Pic, dealing 
with the Salvation Army and 
its work in Sweden, was 
tabbed in the review as having 
“obviously limited” appeal in 
the U. S. 

Picture is being released in 
the U. S. by Oxford Films, | 








cee 





dramatic punch. The idea is in-| 
triguing to present day imaginative 
thinking and points the way to a 
hearty b.o. acceptance of “Moon.” 

First 35 minutes of footage is a| 
buildup for the launching of the 
moon-bound rocket 
intrepid passengers. 


with its four | 
This earlier 
is talky, on the heavier, | 
scientific side, but the thrill of ad- 
as soon as the 
atomic rockets hurl the ship into 
space. 
Enroute 
Anderson, 


John Archer, Warner. 
Tom Powers and Dick 


| Wesson are subjected to extreme | 


acceleration pressure, cleverly 
worked out in makeup to point out 
facial distortions. On the comical | 
side is the loss of the pull of gravity 
after the explorers reach the outer 
spaces, permitting them to float 


| around with ease in their ship. Mid- 


| Michael Barelaigh....... Richard Greene | 
OS errr Elizabeth Allen | 
RA a. ey ae .... Gerard Heinz 
aR eee . Jean Cadell 
Simmons..... ee eee G. H. Muleaster | 
May Drummond....... Margaret Withers 


£3... 5. Seer ere onald Adam 


| slips off the ship while inspecting 


way of the flight, a thriller se-| 
quence is spotted when Anderson | 


the jet apertures, but is cleverly 
brought back to the rocket's orbit 
by his rescuers. 

The moon landing and limited 
exploration are singularly unexcit- 
ing, but suspense picks up again 


'when the scientists learn the ship 


iis too heavy to break away from 


eee ee Wilfrid Hyde-White 
Bats ING MUTE. 105s ‘ Henry Caine 
oo, SE erry Patrick Waddington 
Angela Cane.............. Edith Sharpe 
on rere. George Curzon | 
| Jane A ee ne Phyllis Stanley 
| George Drummond....... Robert Atkins 
Margot eee -..-».Daphne Arthur 
Se se Martin Case 
| eee CORD. it scccesiees te Barry Jones 
NLS 8 onis ais Ce bbe ea oe hues Louis Lord 
I 6 are Ch eae So RADE OS Nicholas Bruce 
DN cat bacevsBesae bad William Mervyn 





While the b.o. draft of “If This 
Be Sin” will be helped by the 
names of Myrna doy, Peggy Cum- 
|mins and Richard Greene, this 
British import has only a limited 


| return trip, adds punch to the con- | 


appeal for American audiences. | 
|For its story of a mother and, 
|'daughter in love with the same 


off with secant lustre on the screen. 
| Despite a good screenplay 
Gene Markey, from a play by Mar- 
garet Kennedy and Ilya Surgut- 
choff, the film has a stagey at- 


man is a tarnished tale that comes | 


the moon’s gravity pull for the 
flight back to earth. How they go 
about lightening the lead, down to 
the final ounce needed to make the 


clusion. 
Stars of “Moon” are the techni- | 
cians, and the array of devices 


should delight the gadgeteer. The' 
ship itself, the technically perfect | 
models of earth, moon and the, 


| heavens, and the space suits and | 


by | 


| tion. 


| mosphere which neither the prin- | 


cipals’ acting nor Gregory Ratoff’s 
direction has done much to 
come. There’s little action in the 
| footage. Basically the plot is a 
| study of characters under emo- 
| tional stress. 

Wed 
who neglects his family for his 


with youthful 
Greene, also a barrister. Tongues 
wag in London social cireles about 
| their association, but later she loy- 
| ally returns her affections to her 
|; husband when he _ becomes 
| There’s an embarrassing situation 
| when husband and daughter, Peggy 


when 
his amours to 


But tempers cool 


Paramount release of Hal Wallis pro- | supporting’ players. Roland pleases. | him. 


Wen- 
Ju- 


duction. Stars Barbara Stanwyck, 
dell Corey, Walter Huston; features 
dith Anderson, Gilbert Roland, 
Gomez, Beulah 
thony Mann. Screenplay, Charles Schnee, | Ford 
from novel by Niven Busch; eamera, Vie- | -° °°’ 
tor Milner; editor, Archie Marshek; music | Casteneda and 
score, Franz Waxman; song, Jay Living- | 


sion and Ray Evans. Tradeshown June : : as ; “ 
23. "50. Running time, 109 MINS. those who deliver capably. 


Thomas | fOreman; Beulah Bondi, 


Blanche Yurka, 





| Thomas Gomez, blood-thirsty ranch 
Albert | 
Bondi. Directed by An-| Dekker, John Bromfield, Wallace | she fails to make them as convinc- 
Movita | ing as they should be. 
Myrna Dell, all with | mins does better as the winsome 
short footage, are among some of | daughter, 


Although the script hands Miss 
Loy some meaty dramatie scenes, 


Miss Cum- 


and Greene etches a 
| competent portrayal of a rake who 


over- | 


to an ambitious attorney | 


work, Myrna Loy has an innocent | 
Richard | 


| 
| 


| 


Principals are all fine in their; Cummins, find out about the ro-| 
character interpretation and there | mance. 
/are a number of equally good con-| Greene transfers 
tributions trom the featured and} Miss Cummins, who secretly loves 


| 
} 


| 


ee Barpara,Sianvck | Wallis’ production supervision | Roger Livesey is inelined to over. 
gy ~ ote Walter Huston Makes its usual use of highly ig, aging Pie neocon: 
T. C. Jeffords........... alter Huston | 1: : eee | play his role of the suspicious hus- 
Flo Burnett .eeeeees- Judith Anderson | skilled technical contributions to vs a ee i ey 
Juan Herrera.............Gilbert Roland | dress . Vi NA; | bands. Lengthy supporting cast 
El Tigre "IIIT tnomas Gomez | (ress up the values, Victor Milner’s | heishiens the general drawing 
en... +. . 4s-60ese0e0e% s G L | lt : » eman’ec . s : 
Mrs. Anaheim..........0+5 Beulah Bondi | lensing; Ae ol bene s musi¢| oom flavor 
Se ae Albert Detiker | score: §s 4 j Ta ; 
Clay Jeffords.......+s-.+- jean Beemaela |. gor dy novegr gage fects | As producer, Ratoff, who turned 
Scotty Hyslip | 21111! "ID" °Watlace Ford | #nd the other factors are impor) “Sin” out for Sir Alexander Kor- 
Herrera’s Mother....... Blanche Yurka | tant. There is a typical ranch tune, da’s London Films, embellished the 
Bailey. .........+++++.-Louis Jean Heyat | “fT, C. Round-Up Time,” by Jay | we on - 
Dr. Grieve ............. Prank Ferguson | 7 ivingston and Ray Ev , film with sumptuous production 
Old Anaheim...... eee. Charles Evans | 44!Ving: a ay Evans, that! vaines. A sequence at the Italian re- 
Chiquita _csseeees Movita Casieneda | highlights some of the actionful| ort of Capri is particularly eye- 
Young Anaheim.............. Craig Kelly range scenes. Brog. | eatchi . raw k 7 George 
Dallas Hart. .......scsceseess Myrna Dell /eatching. Camerawork of Georges 
‘ | {Perinal is good, and other tech- 
np Ssaretae?? ; ig-ce: 
The’ Furies is a big-scale Once a Thief 


western drama, expertly put to- 
gether by Hal Wallis, with a good 
lineup of marquee names and a 
favorable b.o. outlook. Story is 
the familiar one about cattle barons 


Hollywood, June 23. 


| production, Stars Cesar Romero, 





United Artists release of W. Lee Wilder 
June 
Havoc, Marie McDonald, Lon Chaney; rea- 
tures Lris Adrian, Jack Daly, Marta Mitro- 


| nical credits are standard. Gilb. 


Destination Moon 
(COLOR) 
Hollywood, June 24. 


equipment used by the cast all con- 
tribute to the flavor of authenticity 
that supports Irving Pichel’s direc- 
Backing the script by Rip 
Van Ronkel, R. A. Heinlein and 
James O’Hanlon, from the novel 
by Heinlein, is an_ imaginative 
music score by Leith Stevens. 
Lionel Lindon’s color lensing is 
beautifully expert. Other technical | 
contributions that figure impor- 
tantly in the presentation are 
Ernest Fegte’s production design, 
backed by skilled scientific techni- 
cal advice; the cartoon sequence 
by Walter Lantz, used to explain 
the theory of rocket travel; Lee | 
Zavitz’ special effects, the makeup | 
by Webster Philips, and other as-| 


ill. | sists. 


The four principals in the cast 
do their chores well to help put | 
this one over. Wesson adds con-| 
trasting lightness to the more seri- 
ous portrayals, but this comedy feel | 
is not needed. Erin O’Brien Moore | 
is the only cast femme and her, 
footage is limited to a single scene | 
when she bids her adventurer hus- 
band, Anderson, goodbye. Brog. 


Hills of Oklahoma 


(SONGS) 
Republie release of Franklin Adreon 
production. Stars Rex Allen; features 


Elisabeth Fraser, Elisabeth Risdon, Robert | 


Knight, Roscoe Ates. Di- 
Springsteen. Screenplay, 
Victor Arthur, from 
Ellis W. 


Karnes, Fuzzy 
rected by R. G. 
Olive Cooper and 
siory by Olive. Cooper; camera, 
Carter; editor, Arthur Roberts; 
Stanley Wilson; sone, “Curtains of Night,” 


by Will S. Hays. At New York theatre, 
N. ¥., dual, week of June 20, ‘SO. Run- 
ning time, 67 MINS. 
Ree. BI | cn. ciceveews Rex Allen 
Sinaron Forbes.......... Elisabeth Fraser 
Kate Carney ........... Elisabeth Risdon 
Brock Sitevens...... reer Robert Karnes 
BE. sy Kes HN ted SORES OO Fuzzy Konisht 
Dismal Sees. soa 

| Charles Stevens....Robert Emmett Keane 
Hank neko eases Trevor Bardette | 
Seatty DAVIS. cc ecacicvcie Lee Phelps 
SOO . .s.653-0% ecccecese- BOmund Cobb 
SOO DOME .c 0.000006 ete.c0e8 Rex Lease 

1 SS eoccccccce . Ted Adams 
bk wevTTeT TTT Lane Bradford | 
‘Tommy Sse ara ine ane On ach Michael Carr | 
Square Dance Caller..... Johnny Downs 





“ OER PET ‘ : . io c podens - wher Eagle Lion release of George Pal pro- 
and sprawling western empires, a a. Ann Tyrrell. Directed and oo-writ- duction. Features John Archer, Warner | 
h : . d dr: ten by Wilder. Screenplay, Richard S. 7 a? eas } 
ut with enough twists and dra-| Conway; based’ on story by Max Colpet | Aderson, Tom Powers, Dick Wesson, | 
matie conflict to hold interest. |and Hans Wilhelm: camera, William H. ie: Sy hog ~~ ig Warde. Di- | 
The Niven Busch novel doesn't | ioesane ed edHer. Asa Boyd Clark. Pre- } Van Seakel, 8. 4. Heinlein Sake Wen 
vary much in basie drama’ or! pis. °"* a Senes Cee, iia: fem novel by Ileinlein; camera | 
characters from previous works by | \ikeh «2.0.0... Coger Remere | Cee sone: Ldatoms eee | 
the author. The people in the pilot, | — RR Mis Peg ent Lantz; music, Keith Stevens. Previewes | 
however familiar. still have in- |} + elabadaba Vdeedriee re ee | June 22, °50. Running time, 91 MINS. 
terest, as does the development Oe a = a ae elaete Iris Adrian | old oo raps eerie pate ge etm 
“ge ve, MD KsbiceeaN Eset rsys Jac | pide gee cee =e oe detetel 4 
this story of ambition, revenge and | Elie ' Marta Mitrosich | General Thayer....0. 00077. Tom prenet | 
antagonistic love. The Charles) pr. Borden... Ann Tyrrell | Je, Sweeney . ............ Diek Wesson 
Schnee script socks realistic, adult | Ollie sheen t eee eeee . a ~—~Aneeeeeeeneeiee Pred Warde | 
dialog, and Anthony Mann's di-)PRech* | ogi.gy 1’ Kathleen Freeman eee 
rection puts the players through Milton cnteennsos Michael Mark | “Destination Moon” is a highly 
their paces in a manner to dispixy | Jane jissesaseeases Dana Wiisen | teehnical space travel cubj + 
t 4) . oan echnical space travel subject that 
best their thespian experience and | pors!P2p soeeeeees oh Baldwin J 
0 ; Liquor Store Clerk.......--. Peter Dunne can be ballyhooed to stout grosses. 
a = : E cca tis ead : nt | Police Sergeant’... 00s. Fred Kelsey In its favor at the boxoffice are the 
‘ he ke we ee na ty oe gr : | ee : advantages of novelty in what can | 
ov the late alter Huston and to| Trite, cliche-ridden script and. be a new interplanetary film cycle, 


his role of cattle baron, ruler of| lagging direction keep “Once a 
vast ranch acreage and the dwellers | Thief” from being anything but 
thereon he brought the type of| very minor product for the second- 
performance expected of his skill. | aries though cast names are okay. 
It’s a colorful job that adds a lot | Richard S. Conway’s script, co- 
of punch. and stands out among} 


j 


and a ‘Technicolor dress that | 
heightens the space effects. 
Production is meticulous in 


stressing authenticity of the scien- 
tific phases of the presentation and 


written by producer-director W.!in so doing sacrifices some melo- | 


| las with the usual mixing of action 


| ritory. 





Rex Allen, newest of the cow-, 
boy stars, should have little trouble 
developing a_ following. Allen, | 
who did a fair job in his initial | 
pic, “The Arizona Cowboy,” is! 
shown to better advantage in this 
oatuner. “Hills of Oklahoma,” 
patterned after the routine formu- 


and song, is good standard fare for 
jJuves and western addicts. Pro- 
duction and performances fit the 
budget limitation neatly. 

Story has Allen, as head of a 
local cattlemen’s assn., bucking a 
crooked meat packer ‘Robert Em- 
meit Keane), who controls the 
packing industry in the assn.’s ter- 
t In order to avoid dealing 
with Keane, Allen makes a deal. 
with a rival packing company. This 


| division 


| June 22, 


music, | 


'and color. 


Allen succeeds in getting the beef 
through. 

Pic, besides offering some 
healthy gunplay and fisticuffs, has 
one hair-raising scene where Allen, 
Elisabeth Fraser and Elisabeth Ris- 
don, caught in the path of a 
stampeding herd, duck behind an 
overturned wagon and manage to 
come out of the ordeal safely. Com- 
edy relief is adequately supplied by 
both Fuzzy Knight and Roscoe 
Ates, while Allen does well in the 
song department with three num- 
bers. A novel bit, featuring a 


| square dance handled by a group 


of kids or midgets, comes off nicely 
with Johnny Downs efficiently fill- 
ing the role of caller. 

Robert Karnes, Keane and 
Trevor Bardette are convincing as 
the major culprits. In the femme 
Miss Risdon gives a 
credible performance as the rival 


| cattle buyer, and Miss Fraser does 


Okay as her secretary with an ob- 
vious yen for Allen. R. G. Spring- 
steen’s direction keeps things go- 
ing at a fairly breezy pace. Gros. 


dee Palooka in Humph- 


rey Takes a Chance 


Hollywood, June 22. 
Monogram release. of Hal E. Chester 
production. Stars Leon Errol, Joe Kirk- 
wood, Lois Collier, Robert Ceogan, with 
Jack Kirkwood, Andrew Tombes, Stanley 


Prager. Tim Ryan, Almira Sessions, Joel 
Friedkin, Tom Neal, Iris Adrian, Gil 
Lamb, Chester Conklin, Hank Mann. Di- 


by Jean Yarbrough; screenplay, 
Blankfort: camera, William Sick- 
editor, Otho Lovering. Reviewed 
50. Running time, 60 MINS. 
TP A aa | Leon Errol 
seceeeeeeres Joe Kirkwood 
> dicks te tea eae Lois Collier 
Robert Coogan 


rected 
Henry 
ner; 


Knobby . 

Joe Palooka.. 
Anne Howe 
Humphrey Pennyworth.. 






PRIROROY - 6.20. cccesederes Jack Kirkwood 
Beara GrOSGE.<1..6. ceces Andrew Tombes 
. SAAN re rer rs Stanley Prager 
OT  POCCORTECO CCC Cee Tim Ryan 
NS OS eer Almira Sessions 
SEPP ORT TET ee Joel Friedkin 
Gordon RoO@ers.....cscccccce, Tom Neal 
PGI. «0b 0.9-06:006466809005 2888 Gil Lamb 
Prentice . Chester Conklin 
Ee eee a med Hank Mann 
| Seer rere ee Clarence Hennecke 
Upperbottom........e+e..: Chester Clute 
Deeee "FRCMOP . 6. ct cicsvoses Victoria Horne 
o errr ee Mary Happy 
Pe cok oes ere e.cake eens Frank Sully 
SST Teer eer Eddie Gribbon 
yO ee Sere ree ..Jim Drum 
Co” Saar Paul Gardini 


Shem Tuttle... ccicccvccecstves Iris Adrian 





Latest in the Joe Palooka 
series, “Joe Palooka in Humphrey 
Takes a Chance,” doesn’t have 


much action to recommend it, and 
the slow, bumbling pace it achieves 
won't rate it as a heavy b.o. fave. 
Funniest part of the show is a pie- 


throwing sequence at the curtain, 


which is a long time to wait for 
laughs. 

In this one Leon Errol and Joe 
Kirkwood are being muscled by a 
mob of fight racketeers. If thev 
don’t cut with a percentage of 
Joe’s earnings, the gang has all 


| other title contenders tied up and 


the champ won't get a fight. Rob- 
ert Coogan, playing the comic sirip 
role of Humphrey, is the only pos- 
sible contender. Working through 
a crooked mayor of the small town 
where Coogan lives, the mob gets 
him tied up. Only out then is to 
have a recall election and make 
Coogan mayor. Gang foils this for 
a time by having a moppet actress 
pose as Coogan’s abandoned child. 
In the end Errol and Kirkwood 
clear everything up and the town 
gets clean, if somewhat stupid, 
government. 


| Director Jean Yarbrough has 


failed to keep the action moving, 
| with the result that only one of his 
‘characters, the crooked mayor, 
played by Jack Kirkwood, really 
comes off. Errol and Joe Kirk- 
| wood do pedestrian jobs, with Gil 
|Lamb getting a few laughs in a 
minor role. Coogan does all right 
in the Humphrey role, but this 
consisis chiefly of his just being 
_affably stupid without any amusing 
dialog to give the part character 
Dag. 


Federal Man 


Eagle Lion release of Jack Schwartz 
production. Stars William Henry and 
Pamela Blake. Directed by Robert ‘Tan- 
sey. Screenplay, Sam Neuman and Nat 
Tanchuck:; examera, Clark Ramsey; editer, 
Reg Browne; music, Darrel Calker, At 
Fabian Fox, Brooklyn, N. Y¥., dual, week 
of June 21, 50. Running time, 67 MINS. 





iu eee eee ey ee William Flenry 
Mrs. Palmer . Pamela Bloke 
Stuart ...... Robert Shayne 
CR as nas astuneneant Lyle Talbot 
SRNL kk deedadabheone George Eldred eé 
a. ee Rear sees. Movita Castaneda 
Rodriguez...........++..- John Laurenz 
OS eee . William Edwards 
Betty Herbert...... ioe .. Lori Irving 
ee sc ccccocetesecs Ben Moselle 
DEY <s4vtawoaess coccceces Dennis Moore 
WUCRS - ss 0cewrns eaxieteineetees eres 
ERT Cee ee Paul Hoffman 
Peer erry pe Joseph ‘Tui kel 


Fashioned along the lines of 4 
semi-docuinentary, “Federal Mean 
is a low-budgeted meller wih 
enough on the ball to make it sat 
isfactory dualer entertainment. !’'¢ 


‘is another in the long line of 'c¢- 


cent films devoted to the narcotics 
racket and the Federal agency 
whose job it is to crack down on 
the dope peddlers. Though yarn 
is a bit flimsy, film has moments 
of excitement as it follows a, 2! 


entails herding the eattle for miles | cotics bureau agent going about the 


through waterless country, but 


(Continued on page 18) 
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VARIETY PICTURES ; 








PUBLIC SERVICE 


Hughes Would Give Up Search 





‘AS EXHIB LOBBY 


For Exec Prod. With Wald-Krasna Deal 


Hollywood, June 27. + : 


Should Jerry Wald and Norman ‘ ‘ . 
Krasna close their deal with RKO, Amicable’ Parting 
Hollywood, June 27 


Howard Hughes reportedly will 
give up his quest for an exec head _ Jerry Wald’s $150,000 part- 
: ing two weeks ago with Jack 


of the studio. He'll continue to 
function in that post himself, leav- Warner, his boss for 19 years, 
was “a completely amicable 


ing to the various producers su- 
one.” Producer and Warner 


pervision of their own programs. 
The Wald-Krasna unit will be Bros. studio chieftain were re- 
ported to have had a “nice” 


RKO’s biggest, with a minimum of 

12 a year for five years. Pix will be finale meeting, during which 
budgeted at $750,000 to $1,000,000 Warner offered to sell Wald 
each. They will comprise the top any WS story properties he 
might want. 


A product, plus two a year from 
Wald’s pact, which Howard 


Howard Hawks, two from Edmund 
Grainger and the indie product of | Hughes bought from Warner 
Bros. to bring him to RKO, 


Samuel Goldwyn and Walt Disney. 
Sam Bischoff will supervise the B reportedly had 23 months to 
run. That was technically cor- 


production. 
Wald and Krasna have eight rect, except that Wald had five 
weeks in which to close their deal months of vacation due, so he 
had actually only 18 months 


with Hughes. If they can’t come 
to terms within that time, Wald to serve out under the deal. 


has eight more weeks to return to 
Hughes the $150,000 the latter paid 
to Warner Bros. two weeks ago to 


obtain Wald’s freedom from 2° Need fo Educate 


tracts. 


Meantime, they have already | e 
moved into offices at RKO (those | 
used by Dore Schary when he ura X ] S ll 


headed production there). They 
° | 
| COMPO Function 


hope to have 10 scripts ready to go 
| 

















in the next three months. They 
are setting up a system which they 
call “planned production and con- 
trolled costs’ under which they 
propose to perform the functions 
of both the front office and the 
producer, working directly with 
writers and directors. 

Hughes said he wants no agents 
in the current negotiations, as a 

(Continued on page 55) 


Need for the Council of Motion 
Picture Organizations to intensify 
a drive to educate hinterland ex- 
hibs on the all-industry project's 
aims and functions is attested to 
by Leon J. Bamberger, RKO exec, 
who has been on a personal speak- 
jing campaign at various exhib'! 
|meets. Two main misconceptions 
of COMPO are hurting the group’s | 
chances, Bamberger said. These | 


‘ b “ 
3 Language Women Pic, — a fear that the project will cut 
Made in Italo DP Camps, | '°,,'°<? “gh, COMPO des "woul 
+ | reveal tal id b xhib. 
Gets Gala Paris Preem. Sasheteer met chess gocnviens | 


: /at both the New Jersey Allied con- 
: Paris, ous 27. vention at Atlantic City and the 
A special showing of ‘Women | confab of heatre Owners Assn. of 
Without Names,” recent Navona! Virginia at Old Point Comfort, | 
Films production, took top billing | both held last week. In each in-| 
Thursday night (22) at a glittering | stance, RKOer told “The COMPO) 
gala sponsored by the French Can-/| Story,” a description of the back- | 
cer Fund at the Paris Opera House. | ground, needs and aims of the in- | 
In attendance were President Vin-| dustry venture. 
cent Auriol, other key government 





BETTERS RELATIO 
WITH POLITICS 


Series of public service jobs | 
pulled by exhibs in a number of | 
states are leading the way to bet- 
ter relations between the theatres | 
and powerful political figures | 
throughout the country. Feeling | 
is now growing among exhib lead- | 
ers that the theatres are climbing | 
back into the driver’s seat so far | 
as their chances are concerned | 
of forestalling taxes, censorship | 
threats and the rush for publicity | 
by any politico who has a beef to 
air against the industry. | 

The word is being passed around 
by exhib orgs that “good politics 
is good business.” That pitch was | 
only recently delivered in a num-| 
ber of exhib meets by Gael Sulli-'! 
van, exec director of the Theatre | 
Owners of America. Sullivan, as | 
well as other theatre officials, are | 





| drumming home the message that | 


the exhibs must get out and par-| 
ticipate more in public life. 
Illustrating the payoff now be- 
ing collected by the intensified 
public-service campaign of exhibs 


» around the country, four state gov- 


ernors in the past few weeks have 
pledged themselves to oppose any) 
punitive admissions tax which 
solons may try to pass when and 
if the Government slashes its own 
levy. 
the pledge followed an_ all-out 
drive by the theatres on some pet 
gubernatorial project. 

In Rhode Island,  flickeries 
pitched in on a fund-raising cam- 
paign against infantile paralysis. 

(Continued on page 20) 


Perlberg-Seaton 





Switch to Par 


Hollywood, June 27. 
William Perlberg and George 
Seaton inked to move to Paramount 


on a six-year producing-writing-di- | 


recting pact calling for two films 
annually. Perlberg, as producer, 
and Seaton, as writer director, will 
be studio employees, 


pation in profits of their pix. 
They will report to Paramount 


Cincy Indies in Plea to Distribs For 


In each of these instances, | 


working as a. 
team on a salary basis plus partici- | 


Rental Cuts ‘So Suburbans Can Exist’ 





Grim Trailer 

Paramount theatre, Brook- 
lyn, was focal point in a grue- 
some joke last Saturday (24) 
when a man committed suicide 
by jumping out of a window 
and landing on the sidewalk in 
front of the house. 

Picture at the theatre was 
“D.O.A.’ (police designation 
for “Dead On Arrival’’). 


Voluntary Cut Qn 
Italy Imports, 0 
Else—McCarthy 


Major companies have been 
warned by the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America that unless they 
agree to a voluntary 20% cut in 
their export of films to Italy, they 


almost certainly face a much stiffer 
slash imposed by the Italian gov- 
ernment. Matter of accepting the 
voluntary slice as part of a.pend- 
ing agreement with Italy was to 
| have been voted upon at a session 
of the Motion Picture Export Assn. 
board in New York Monday (26), 
but was passed over briefly in the 
larger discussion of the pending 
Anglo-U. S. films pact. 


John G. McCarthy, MPAA inter- 
national department chief, who 
was recently in Rome on the ne- 
gotiations, is understood to be urg- 
ing the 20° voluntary export cut 
as the best long-range plan for in- 
suring maximum dollar remit- 
tances. He has been pushing the 
| government in Rome to set up a 











fund for conversion of Yank lire | 
into dollars at the official rate of | 
exchange and hopes to win that | 


| concession in return for the import 
| cuts. 

Both majors and indies have 
wangled virtually all of their lire 
out of Italy in the past couple 
lyears via “compensation” and 
| other deals, but at heavy discounts. 





| 
} 


Cincinnati, June 27. 

Cincinnati’s indie exhibitors, 
with suburban theatre grosses this 
year 43% below last year’s figures, 
have sounded a plea to all film com- 
panies to help them stay in busi- 
ness by trimming film rentals to a 
point “that will permit the subur- 
ban houses to survive.” In a letter 
addressed to the sales managers 
of all companies, the Greater Cin- 
cinnati Independent Exhibitors de- 
clared that “the shock has been 
so sudden and so severe here that 
many houses will be forced to 
close, or stay open part time, un- 
less they receive substantial help 
from the film companies.” 

Letter followed by several days 
one addressed to all company presi- 
dents by the Independent Theatre 


| Owners of Ohio, which quoted local 
|tax figures to show the percentage 


drop in grosses of all Ohio towns 
this year as compared to last year. 
Letter, signed by P. J. (Pete) 
|Wood, secretary of the organiza- 
tion, declared: “In my humble 
opinion, the industry is facing a 
life-and-death emergency. Exhibi- 
|tors are worried and, in the face 
of the above figures, it does not 
help the situation any to read some 
of the optimistic reports appearing 
in the trade press quoting industry 
|executives to the effect that the 
|future of the business is bright. In 
‘your capacity as president of your 
‘corporation, our Ohio exhibitors 
|'would like to have the benefit of 
| your views.” 

| While Wood’s letter showed 
grosses in downtown Cincy houses 
| to be off 16.5%, the Cincy exhib 
| organization used figures furnished 
ithem by their city treasurer, based 
/on a local 3° boxoffice levy, to 
|point up how badly the suburban 
| houses have been hit. Neither let- 
(Continued on page 22) 


ECA Seeks Greater 
U.S. Industry Aid 
On Picture Program 


Economic Cooperation Adminis- 
tration is readying a strong bid for 
greater support from both the dis- 
tribution and production wings of 
the American film industry. Nam- 





officials and lead members of the 
cast. 


Bamberger will make it a point 
to attend as many exhib conven- 





around Sept. 15, ‘leaving 20th-Fox | MPAA has a tentative pledge of | ing of Arthur L. Mayer, w.k. indus- 


'when they finish currently shooting | the Italian government to permit|tryite, last week to the post of 


_ Initial segment of program 
consisted of live acts, highlighted 
by Edith Piaf. “Women” was shown 
after the intermission. Pic was 
, warmly received by the haut monde 
audience. - 


tions as possible to talk UP jog i iaeer: ft act : ; 

: or Heaven’s Sake,” with which | part of the U. S. film earnings to | film consultant is understood to be 
cea abe Henderson Bm Richey, | perlberg’s producer pact winds. | be remitted at the legal rate, so|the first step in that direction. 
Met " “ bo dining —_ Pe ‘ Latter Was been there since Sep-| that the discount would have to be | ECA wants wider distribution here 

ro, 3s also fining up cates '0 tember, 1940. Seaton, who went taken only on the remaining por- | of films made by the Government 


| pitch for the new org. Understood | : ; 
: : .. | to 20th in October, 1941, as a tion. agency as vell a closer liaison with 
| there is a likelihood that other dis- | Hollywood on production themes. 
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Fi sob uel ck ee ia Set hes. ict 


Film was lensed in Italy last fall 
under banner of Navona Films, 
Inc., with Ilya Lopert, Robert Hag- 
giag, Robert Dowling and Robert 
Goelet, Sr., as principal backers. 
Produced and directed by Geza 
Radvanyi, picture stars Valentina 


| trib execs as well as officials of 
theatre groups will plug COMPO 
in a drive to clear up mistaken 
ideas that can slow its organiza- 
tion. 

While misconceptions of COMPO 
| are bad enough, Bamberger notes 


|ent contract... He was given a pro- 
| ducer-director-writer pact in 1944, 
| but never produced a film. 





‘for Peggy,” “Miracle on 34th 
Street,” “Junior Miss,” “Billy 
/Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe,” “Song 


| writer, has until January on pres- | 


At 20th team made “Apartment | 


Pending the working of the 
'agreement which McCarthy initi- | 
ated, Italian government has nixed | 4 


Government branch has on hand 
large stock of one and two-reel- 


|all deals by the Yanks for convert- | ers, made in Europe with “counter- 


ing their coin even at a discount, 


| part” funds. These pix explain 


'so the companies are getting noth-| What ECA is accomplishing on the 


|ing from Italy at the moment. 


It | Continent. 


They have been made 


was hoped for that reason to speed Primarily for European consump- 


Cortese and Simone Simon. Goe-| that a large number of theatremen 
let's son, Robert, Jr., has billing as | have no conception whatsoever of 
assistant producer. | what the venture means. These | 

Most shooting was done in actual exhibs, apparently, have failed to | 
locale of women’s D.P. camps and read tradepaper reports explaining 
neighboring Italian villages. Unique |COMPO’s aims. Hence, the big 
feature of pic is that principal | eed for a drive around the exhib 
dialog is about 40% English, most | Seon circuit by those in-the- 





CASANAVE SETS INDIE 
PRODUCTION IN ITALY 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Ernest Pagano will script and 


ECA will now make a plea 


iment and the matter may be taken to the big companies to distribute 


|up at another MPEA session later | some of these films in the U. S. as 
|this week. |a report to Yank citizens of the 


More than 800 pictures, of which | Work abroad. 

about 600 are believed to have been| On the production end, anes is 
from the U. S., poured into Italy | 27Xious for Hollywood wv Prge Bin 
last year. This glut naturally made | themes which could use the EC: 


of the rest being about equally di- Know. 


vided between French and Italian. 
Soundtrack carries a total of nine 
different tongues. French version 
has French sub-titles for English 
and Italian dialog, while English 
version uses title lines in scenes 
spoken in non-English _ lingos. 
“Women” is set for a Paris preem 
In October, with a U. S. teeoff due 
a month later. 


Distribution is being handled by 
Lopert Films, Ine. Ilya Lopert, 
LF prez, came from New York to 
Paris for the special presentation. 
He leaves for Italy shortly, where 
he'll vacation for several weeks, 


With short stopovers in Paris and | 


London enroute home. 





20th, McGuire Cancel 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Dorothy McGuire and 20th-Fox 
Mutually agreed to cancellation of 
ag contract, which had four years 
She recently completed femme 
Star role in “Mr, 880.” 





LIVELY BEAR INTEREST 


Lively interest in Paramount 
common stock is suddenly being 
| evidenced by Wall street bears. 
| Short holdings in Par common 
| have shot up to a total of 11,560 
| shares within the past 30 days from 
previous holdings of 4,510 shares. 
| At the same time, the bears appear 
_to be losing interest in profit-mak- 
ing possibilities of Universal and 
| Warner Bros. Only 2,550 shares of 
lu common are now held short 
| against 6,250 in the past month. 
| Warners dropped from 9,030 shares 
| to 6,955. 

In showbiz stocks, biggest short 
_ interests are now in RCA, with 61,- 
| 132 shares owned by the bears. 


© 80 at rate of one film annually. Minor holdings of 7,050 shares are | serves as sales rep for a number | through United Artists. 


, registered for American Broadcast- 


jing Qo. 


IN PARAMOUNT STOCK 


| s ‘activities as background. Agency 
“ ite” in Italy it tough for native producers, who , 
— bgt ig navies | have largely been responsible for | believes that st —— ved 
Ca ale aa the Motion Picture | Pushing the government into its Api ECA’ h the seen 
Sales Cor demand for a slash—and threat of built oe he dM 74 penne cowed 
| Italian litereate will supply pro- | 4 quota. a ae Ae = a 


duction facilities and native actors | | the activities of British occupying 


vectra ter Bareesen cette. | forces in Austria for its essentially 
-MPPS will hire Hollywood players | TV OUTFIT DICKERS FOR 


'mystery plot. Agency will offer 
_and pay off in dollars. Pagano and 








| access to its material. 


MPPS will retain western hemis-_ GEN. SERVICE STUDIOS wane yo pl i Pig na 


| phere rights to the film. ; 21) 
ha " Hollywood, June 27. (Continued on page 


Irving Lesser to 0.0. Indie producers who have been 


finding it harder to get rental 

European Prod. Setup _3pace as a result of the encroach-| Paramount is prepping a special 
| Irving Lesser, partnered with| went of television may soon find | one-reel short to tell the story of 
_Seymour Poe in Producers Repre- | Aisa ‘its recent national convention in 
sentatives, Inc., flies to Europe | another studio closed to them be- | 7, Angeles. Briefie is intended 
| next Wednesday (5) to explore the | Cause of video. for distribution at all of the ma- 
| possibilities of production there.| Discussions currently are prog-|jor’s branches in the U. S. and 
|He’ll be gone about five or six | ressing between World Television |Canada. Films taken at the con- 
| weeks, visiting London, Paris, | Corp. and the Nasser Bros. for pur- clave are being pieced together for 
| Rome, Frankfort and Vienna. | chase of General Service Studios, | the purpose. 

Lesser was former managing di- | long a headquarters for independ- Clips were shot by Sanford 
'rector of the Roxy, N.Y. His firm | ents, particularly those releasing |Greenwald, Coast newsreel rep, 
Roach, | under the direction of Oscar Mor- 
Par’s short subjects sales 








Par’s Parley Short 


‘of indie producers and also has a| Nassour and Sutherland studios | gan. 
| TV sales subsid, | now are television headquarters. /{ head. 











PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 28, 1950 





End of 


Car Strike, Shrine Conclave 


Help L.A.; ‘Gunfighter’ Hot $47,000, 


‘Jungle’ OK $19,000, ‘Trail’ Slow 216 


Los Angeles, June 27. + 
End of the transit strike here | 


and closing of Shrine convention | 
is bringing some pickup in down- | 
town first-run trade, but lack of | 
strong new bills will keep the over- | 
all gross total on the light side. | 
However, “The Gunfighter” is very 
good $4700 in five theatres to 
pace the city. Aliso okay is “As- 
phalt Jungle,” with $19,000 in two 
situations. 

Elsewhere, biz is very light with 
the exception of “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” which is big $27,000 in 
fourth and final frame, two spots. 
It is running ahead of third ses-| 
sion. “Iroquois Trail’ shapes light 
$21,000 in three houses. 

Estimates for This Week 


Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,097; 2,- 
048; 1,719; 1,248; 2,296; 60-$1)— 
“Gunfighter” (20th). Very good 
$47.000. Last week, “Night and 
City” (20th), $34.200. 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 60-$1) 
“Return Frontiersman” (WB) and 
“This Side Law” (WB). Thin $25,- 
000. Last week, “Caged” (WB) ‘2d 
wk), $23,300. 

Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) (2,- 
404; 1,538; 60-$1)—‘‘Annie Get 
Gun” (M-G) ‘4th wk). Excellent 
$27,000. Last week, $25,800. 

Hillstreet, Pantages ‘KKO) (2,- 
890: 2.812; 50-$1)—“China Sky” 
(RKO) and “Valley of Sun” (RKO) 
(reissues). Small $15,000. Last 
week, “Kill Umpire” ‘Col) and 
“Destination Murder” (RKO), $14,- 
400. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts, Manchester ‘F&™M) (3,398; 
1,451: 1,668: 40-$1)—‘“Iroquolis 
Trail” (UA) and “Humphrey Takes 
a Chance” (Mono). Light $21,000. 
Last week, “Johnny One-Eye” (UA) 
and “Sideshow” (Mono), $17,500. 

Orpheum, Hawaii ‘ Metropolitan) 
(2,210; 1,106; 50-$1)—‘‘ Asphalt 
Jungle” (M-G). Okay $19,000. Last 
week, “The Torch” ‘EL) and “Kill 
or Be Killed” (EL) (2d wk-4 days) 
(four houses), dull $9,500. 

United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, Stu- 
dio City, Culver (‘UA-FWC) (2,100; 
1.370; 885; 1,145; 60-$1)—‘‘Peggy” 
(U) and “Rhythm Hits Ice” (Rep) 
(reissue) (2d wk-4 days). Scant $8,- 
000. Last week, thin $17,000. 

Four Star ‘UA) (900; 60-$1)— 
“Caught in Foreign Legion” (Indie) 
(2d wk). Down to $1,200 in 9 days. 
Last week, $1,500. 


Fine Arts, Guild (FWC) (679; 
968; 60-$1)—“‘Adam and Fvalyn 
(U) (2d wk). Light $2,500. Last 


week, $3,000. 


K.C. Feels Hot Weather 
But ‘Night’ OK With 
$14,000; ‘Woman’ $9,000 


Kansas City, June 27. 





Theatres are no more than hold- | 


ing their own in the face of heavy 
list of Centennial celebration 
events, grosses being in moderate 
to dull vein. “Night and_ the 
City” at Tower-Uptown-Fairway 
combo is a fairly good newcomer. 
Surprise of theatre row is the 
Fsquire with “Open City” doing 
best that house has done in weeks. 
“Colt .45” at Paramount is hold- 
ing its own in second week. Tem- 
peratures have been in the 90's 
almost daily, and no help to the- 
atres. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire ‘Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65'\—“‘Open City” (Indie) (reissue) 
and “Poison Pen” (Indie). Surpris- 
ingly strong at $6,000, and may 
siay a second stanza. Last week, 
“Baron of Arizona” (Lip) and “Op- 
er-tion Haylift” (Lip), solid $3,500. 
Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 50-75)— 
“Tight Little Island” «U) (2d wk). 
Nive $1,800. Last week, good $2,500. 
Midland (‘(Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Annie Get Gun” ‘(M-G) (3d wk). 
lio‘'ds only 5 days, for pleasing 
$6500. Last week, nice $11,000. 
Wissouri (RKO) (2,650; 45-65)— 
“Woman of Distinction” (Col) and 


“Cargo Capetown” (Col). Medium but not big. “Eagle and Hawk’! 
$9,000. Last week, “D. O. A.” looms sturdy while “Fortunes of 
(UA) and “Barbary Pirates” (Col), Captain Blood” looks medium. 
$1,000. if “Curtain Call at Cactus Creek,” 
: “aramount (United Par) ‘1,900; rounding out the new bills. shapes 
45-535 )— Colt 45” (WB). ‘2d wk). good. “Gunfighter” is _ liveliest 
Sacisfatcory $8,000. Last week, holdover. 
pleasant $12,000. Estimates for This Week 
ower-U ptown-Fairway (Fox) Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75~— 


Midwest) (2,100; 2,043: 700; 45-65) | 


—"“Night and the City” (20th). 
Headed for $14,000, topping aver- 
age for trio. Last week, “Sierra” 
(U), light $8,500 in 6 days. 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $419,500 
(Based on 17 theatres.) 
Last Year.. $492,000 
(Based on theatres.) 


‘Gunfighter’ Hot 
$14,000 in Prov. 


» 
at. 
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Providence, June 
Majestic is pacing a fairly slow 
town this week with “Gunfighter,” | 
rated stout. Loew’s State is mild 
with Man.” Hot 
weekend will mean slower overall 
total on week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Johnny Holiday” (UA) and ‘Four 


“Good Humor 





| . 
i“Tarzan Slave Girl 


‘Night Light In 


Days Leave” (FC). So-so $9,000. | 
Last week, “D.O.A.” (UA) and 
“Rapture” (FC), $10,000. | 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Gunfighter” (20th) and “Federal | 
Man” ‘EL). Nifty $14,000. Last 


week, “Big Lift” (20th) and ‘West 

of Wyoming” (Mono), $15,000. 
Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 

65)—‘‘*So Proudly We Hail” (Par) 


and “Wake Island” ‘Par) (reissues). | 
| lowing slow start, spurted strongly 


Usual $5,500. Last week, “Sierra” 
(U) and “Rugged O'’Riordans” (UV), 
$6,000. 


State (Loew) (3,200: 44-65)— 
“Good Humor Man” ‘Col) and 


“David Harding Counterspy” (Col). 
Mild $13,000. Last week, “Annie 
Get Gun” (M-G) ‘(2d wk), neat $13,- 
500. 

Strand (Silverman) ‘2,200; 44-65) 
—‘Young Lovers” (EL) and “Gay 
Lady” ‘EL). Opened Monday (26). 
Last week, “So Young, So Bad” 
(Par) and “Showboat Serenade” 
(Col), fair $9,500. 


Bride’ Beats Downbeat 


In Buff, Robust $15,000 


Buffalo, June 27. 

Not much doing here this week, 
only 
up to expectancy. It will be big 
at the Buffalo. Elsewhere the box- 
| Office is sagging. “Return of Fron- 
| tiersman” Will be only okay at the 
| Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo ‘Loews) (3,500: 40-70)— 





Oa 
i “Night and City 


“Father of Bride” measuring | 


|eret Fury” 


‘Fury’ Light $9,000 In 
Mont’; ‘Bride’ 14G, 


Montreal, June 27. 


»a Det. Skids: Mystery -Crosby-Arden 


Good weather and not so strong * 9 é e 9 
roduct is producing the slowest L 3G R 166, j 
oak here "ta months. “Secret Call 9 lies 0 a 

| + 


Fury” is getting no place at Palace. 
“Father of Bride” at Loew’s still 
is going strong in second session | 
after a smash first week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60)—‘Se- 





(RKO). Light $9,000. 
“Believe Me” (M-G), 
$8,000. 


Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 3460)— | 
“After Midnight” ‘Par) (2d wk). | 
Down to thin $7,500 after socko| 
opener at $18,000. 

Princess (C.T.) 


Last week, 


(2.131; 34-60)— | 
(RKO). Slow } 


$7.000. Last week, “Outriders” 
(M-G), $7,000. 

Loew's (‘C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 
“Father of Bride’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Trim $14.000 after smash $24,000 
opener. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60)— | 
“Barricade” (WB) = and “Small | 
Voice” (Indie). Dull $5,500. Last | 
week, “Dakota Lil” (20th) and| 


“Shoplifter” (20th) (2d wk), $5,000. | 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60)— | 
“Walking Hills” (Col) and “Missis- | 
sippi Rhythm” (Col). Fair $4,000. 
Last week, “Champagne for Cae- 
sar” (UA) and “Tattooed Stranger” 
(RKO), same. 





Hub at $11,000 


| 


Boston, June 27. | 

Biz picked up in several spots | 
last stanza resulting in holdovers at 
five major houses. “Annie Get 
Your Gun,” in third week at Or- 
pheum and State, still shapes okay. | 


“Caged” at Paramount and Fen- 
way is holding nicely in second 
week. “Gunfighter” at Met, fol- 


enough to earn second week. New- 
comers, “Night and City” at Me- 
morial and “Johnny One-Eye’” at 
Boston are only fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Soston (RKO) (3.260; 40-85)-— 
“Johnny One-Eve” (UA) and “West 
Wyoming” (Mono). Fair $8,000. 
Last week, “Spy Hunt” (U) and 
“Riders in Sky” ‘Col), $6,500. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
“Caged” (WB) and “Sleepy Time 
Gal” ‘Indie). Not bad $4,000 for 
second week after okay $5,400 for 
first session. 

Memorial (RKO) 3,500; 40-85)— 
(20th) and “‘Dyna- 
mite Pass” (RKO). Slim $11,000. 
Last week, “Curtain Call Cactus 
Creek” (RKO) and “Laughing! 


_Lady” (Indie), dismal $9,000. 


(NET) (4,367: 
(20th) 


Metropolitan 40- | 


85)—"‘Gunfighters” 


$13,500. Last week, nifty $17,000, 
best in some time. 
Get Gun” 


“Annie (M-G) (3d wk). 


Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 3d wh | 
'Skidded to $12,000 but still good | 


after nice $18,000 for second. 


Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 


“Father of Bride” (M-G). Neat $15,-- —“Caged” (WB) and “Sleepy Time 


000. Last week, “Annie Ge:i Gun” 


Gal” (Indie) (2d wk}. Good $13,500 


(M-G) (2d wk), big $13,000 in 6 after substantial $15,500 for first. 


| days. 


\“Return of Frontiersman” ‘WB) 
‘and “This Side of Law” (WB). 
| Okay at $11,000. Last week, “Colt 
,}45” (WB) and “Women From 


| Headquarters” ‘Rep), $13,000 in 9 | 


| days. 


| Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70)— gay ee anager 
\“Night and City” (20th) (2d wk). by homeoffice advertising manael 
'Mild $7,000. Last week, solid Jonas Rosenfield, Jr., fly to the 
, $11,000. Coast today (Wed.). They will 
| Lafayette (Basil) (3.000: 40-70) Onceover new product already in| 
|“Good Humor Man” (Col) and the can and still in the process of 
“Timber Fury” <‘EL).  Fairish Shooting, and huddle with studio 


| $9,000. 
Cactus Creek” (U) and 
Man” ‘EL), $9,400. 


“Federal 


| 


Cincinnati, June 27. 





posted at major stands for 
third successive week. 


|“Good Humor Man” ‘Col.) Not 
‘cheery $10,000. Last week, “As 
phalt Jungle” (M-G), $10,500. 
| Capitol (Mid-States) «2,000: 
'75)—“Gunfighter” (20ih) 


55- 
(2d wk), 


Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— | 


Cincy Quiet; ‘Curtain Call’ $7,500, 
Eagle Fast 96, ‘Humor’ Unfunny 106 


State ‘Loew) (3,500; —40-85)— 
“Annie Get Gun” ‘(M-G) (3d wk). 
Not bad $7,500 after slick $10,000 
for second. 


Einfeld’s Coast O.O. 


Twentieth-Fox ad-publicity vee- 





pee Charles Einfeld, accompanied , 


Last week, “Curtain Call ad-pub execs. 


They are slated to return to the 
homeoffice in 10 days. 


Good $7,500 after sharp $10,000 


Middle-of-road figures are being first round. 
the | 


“Good Hu- | “paogie a aksee elie 
mor Man” is the topper currently | ite and Hawk” (Par). 


Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 

Sturdy 
$9,000. Last week, “Rocketship 
X-M” ‘Lip), $7,000. 

Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 55- 
75)—"Curtain Call Cactus Creek” 
(U). Good $7,500. Last week, | 
“Night and City” (20th), $6,500. | 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75)— 
'“Fortunes of Captain Blood” (Col). | 
Medium $9,000. Last week, “Kill | 
Umpire” (Col), $9,500. - 

Shubert (Mid-States) (2,100; 55- 
75)—“Night and City” (20th) «m.o.). 
No complaint at $4,500. Last week, 
“Sierra” (U) (in.0.), $4,000, 


i 


| Only 


| Stanley 


and| 
“Side Show” (Mono) ‘(2d wk). Neat! 


| Wk). 


i'—“Paid 





' 
} 


Key City Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week *... $1,976,500 
(Based on 22 cities, 184 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- | 
ing N. Y. 
Tatal Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,367,000 
(Based on 24 cities and 198 
theatres.) 


‘Leaf’ Not Bright 
$11,000 in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, June 27. | 


Holdover of “Annie Get Your 
Gun” at Penn is still leading the 
town. Picture moves on Thursday 
(29) to Ritz for couple of more 
weeks while “Father of the Bride” | 
replaces “Annie” for a fortnight. 
other entry showing any 

all is “Bright Leaf” at 
and it is light for that 
house. “Night and City” is just | 
fair at Harris while “Johnny One- 
Eye” at Fulton and twinner of 
“Return of Frontiersman” and 
“This Side of Law” at Warner are 
doing little. 

Estimates for This Week 
45-80)— 








action at 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700: 
“Johnny One-Eye” ‘UA). Dall 
$4,500. Last week, “Rock Island 


Trail” (Rep), $4,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80— 
“Night and City” (20th). Melo- 
drama has couple of pretty good 
marquee names but only mild 
$8,000. Last week, “Gunfighter” 
(20th), around $11,000 in 10 days. 


Penn (Loew’s) (3,300; 45-80)— 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Still has plenty of pull left, and 


should hit better than $15,000 tor 
the wind-up. Moves from here to 


Ritz for another two weeks. Last 
week, sock $24,500. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80)— 


“Bright Leaf” (WB). Gary Cooper 
not much of draw around here of 
late, and this one isn’t likely to| 
put him back in the big money 
either. About $11,000, slow, is all 
that can be looked for. Last week, 
“Eagle and Hawk” (Par), $9,500. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80)— 
“Return of Frontiersman”’ ‘(WB) 
and “This Side of Law” (WB). 
First-run dualer going nowhere! 
with drab $5,500. Last week, 
“Caged” (WB) «n.o.), okay $7,000. 


‘LOVE’ HAPPY $10,000, 
DENVER; ‘PIER 13’ 96 


Denver, June 27. 

Outdoor opposition is taking a 
real toll at the boxoffice this week. 
However, “Love Happy” looks fair- 
ly nice in two theatres. “Father 
of Bride’ continues so big it is 
holding a fourth week at the 
Broadway. “‘No Sad Songs” looms 
big at Aladdin. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (874; 35-74)—"No 
Sad Songs” (Col). Big $5,000. Last 
week, subsequent run. 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500: 35- 
74)—"Father of Bride’ (M-G) (3d 
Great $9,500. Holds again. 
Last week, $11,000. 

Denham (Cockril!) (1,750: 35-70) 
in Full” (Par) (2d wk). , 
Poor $7,000. Last week, $8,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“Woman of Distinction” (Col) and 
“Cargo Capetown” -(Col), day-date 
with Esquire. Fair $12,000. Last 
week, “Robinson Story” (EL) «nd 
“Great Rupert” (EL), same. 

Esquire (Fox) (742;  35-74)— 
“Woman of Distinction” (Col) and 
“Cargo Capetown” (Col), also Den- 
ver. Mild $2,000. Last week, “Rob- 
inson Story” (EL) and “Great Ru- 
pert” (EL), about same. 

Orpheum (RKO) 2,600; 35-74)— | 
“Woman on Pier 13” (RKO) and | 
“Mystery Street” (M-G). Light | 
$9,000. | 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 35-74) — 
“Love Happy” (UA) and “Great | 
Plane Robbery” (UA), day-date 
with Webber. Good $8,000. Last 
week, “Rocketship X-M” (Lip) and 
“Colorado Ranger” (Lip), big 
$11,000. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74) —“Tar- | 
zan_ Slave Girl” (RKO) and “West 
of Brazos” (Lip). Oke $4,000. Last | 
week, subsequent-run. 

Es Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 

Love Happy” (UA) and “Great 
Plane Robbery” (UA), also Para- | 
mount. Okay $2,000. Last week, 
“Robinson Story” (EL) and “Great | 
Rupert” (EL), fair $1,700. i 





|; Man of Own” (Par). 


| week, 


| X-M” 
| which is keeping the turnstile moy- 


Detroit, June 27. 
For the second time ‘n as many 
weeks, a well-knit stage show is 


| failing to push the Fox gross to 
/a respectable figure. So “Mystery 


Street” is only modest $30,000. 
“Father of Bride” looks steady at 
Michigan in fourth round. “Rogues 
of Sherwood Forest” shapes okay 
at the Madison, but “Johnny Holi- 
day” is dismal at the United Art- 
ists. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000: 80-$1)— 
“Mystery Street” (M-G) plus stage- 
show headed by Toni Arden and 
Bob Crosby. Mild $30,000. Last 
week, “Good Time Girl” (FC) plus 
Eileen Barton and Liberace, disap- 
pointing $23,500. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000: 
70-95\—“‘Father of Bride” ‘(M-G) 
(4th wk). Sturdy $16,000. Last 
week, $17,500. 

Palms (UD) (2,900: 70-95) — 
“Caged” (WB) and “Panther Is- 
land” (Mono) (2d wk-4 days). Mild 
$8,000 for four days. Last week, 


$15,000. 
United Artists (UD) (2,200; 70- 
95)—“Johnny Holiday” (UA) and 


“Jiggs, Maggie Out West” (Mono). 
Poor $6,000. Last week, “Lawless” 
(Par) and “Father Makes Good” 
(Col), good $12,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800: 70-95) 
“Rogues of Sherwood Forest” (Col) 
and “West Wyoming” (Rep). Oke 
$11,000. Last week, “Sierra’ ‘(U) 
and “Big Sombrero” (UA), $8,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) (2d). Slow 


$6.000. Last week, $8,000. 
Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
,95)—"*Arabian Nights” (EL) and 


“Sudan” (EL) (reissues). Very dim 
$5.000. Last week, “Jackie Robin- 
son Story” (EL) (3d wk), $6,000. 


‘Bride’ Brisk at $16,000 
In Dim Mpls.; ‘Comanche’ 
106, ‘No Man’ Fair 756 


Minneapolis, June 27. 

“Father of the Bride” lauded on 

sides, is making some _ head- 
way in bucking the downtrend at 
the Radio City, and will come 
through with one of best grosses 
of any film offering in several 
months. Other top newcomer is 
“Comanche Territory,” fancy at 
Orpheum. It’s the fourth week for 
“The Red Shoes” in its first non- 
roadshow date. Extreme heat is 
hurting biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Red Shoes” (EL) (3d run) (4th 
wk). Has turned in a fine boxof- 
fice performance. Good $5,000, 
Last week, $5,500. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 
“Quicksand” (UA). Light $4,500. 
Last week, “Ma, Pa Kettle To 
Town” (U) (2d wk), neat $5,500. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Father of Bride” (M-G). Plenty 
of orchids for this one with big 
$16,000 or over likely. Last week, 
“Champagne for Caesar” (UA), 
$11,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800; 35- 
70) — “Comanche Territory” ‘U). 
Fancy exploitation but only good 
$10,000. "ast week, “Fortunes 
Capt. Blood” (Col), $8,000. 





all 


50-70)— 


RKO-Pan (KKO) (1,600; 35-70) 
—"“God Is Co-Pilot” (WB) and 
“Destination Tokyo” (WB) (reis- 
sues). Mild $6,500. Last week, 
“Kitty Foyle” (RKO) and “Sus- 
picion” (RKO) (reissues), light 
$5,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“No 


Fair $7,500. 
Last week, “Outriders” (M-G), good 
$10,000. 

World (Mann) 
“Champagne for Caesar” (UA) 
(m. 0... Here after initial Radio 
City stanza. Meek $2,000. Last 
“Shadow of Doubt” (EL), 
Okay $2,800. 


‘Twenties’ Golden $7,000 
In D.C; ‘Annie’ 196, 2d 


; Washington, June 27. 
Biz here very spotty, with hold- 
overs showing unusual strength and 
newcomers mostly on weak side. 
Exception seems to be “Rocketship 
at Warner’s Metropolitan, 


(400; 50-85)— 





ing at this small seater. “Annie 


|Get Your Gun” at Loew’s Palace 


and “Winslow Boy” at Trans-Lux 
continue brisk. “Golden Twen- 
ties,” day-and-dating two Laopert 
houses, shapes solid. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol ‘(Loew’s) (2,434; 44-85)— 
“Ticket To Tomahawk” (20th) plus 
vaude. Okay $18,000, about aver- 
age for recent weeks. Last week, 


(Continued on page 20) 
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(hi Picks Up; ‘Frontiersman- Law’ 
Okay $13,000, ‘D.0.A.’ Moderate 106, 





‘Guns’ $5,000, ‘Bride’Stage Big 496 


Chicago, June 27. + 


Opening of the Chicago Fair | 
Saturday (24) and several conven- | 
tions in town are helping Chi 
first-run grosses this session. Lead- | 
ing a satisfactory week is ‘Return | 
>| Frontiersman” and This Side 
of the Law” with okay $13,000 at 
Roosevelt. Also sock is second week 
“Father of Bride” and stage- | 
headed by Peter Lind Hayes | 


o! 
show 


and Mary Healy, with tow ering | 
$49,000 at Chicago. 
p.o.A.” and “Women _ from 


Headquarters” look mild $10,000 at 
United Artists. “Singing Guns” is 
neat $5,000 at Loop. “Johnny Holi- 


dav’ and “David Harding, Coun- | 
terspy”’ shape $10,000 at Palace. | 
Oriental is slow with “Skipper | 
Surprised His Wife’ and Lind |} 
Brothers topping vaude at $30,000. | 


| 
Fstimates for This Week 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— | 
“rather of Bride” (M-G.) with 
Peter Lind Hayes and Mary Healy | 
on stage (2d wk). Socko $49,000. 
Lact week, $62,000. 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 
» Glory” (Col) and “Burma 
" (WB) (reissues). Okay 
Last week, “Savage Horde” 
and “Harbor Missing Men” 
same, 
Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Commanehe Territory” (U) (2d 
Trim $7,000. Last week, $13,- | 


50-98 | — 


$5.000 
Rep 
Rep), 


Ou 

toop (Telenews) (625; 98)— 
“Singing Guns” (Rep). Okay $5,000. 
Last week, “Winslow Boy” (EL) 
°d wk', $4,100 for 5 days. 
Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 50-98)— 
“Skipper Surprised His Wife’’ (M- 
G: with Lind Brothers headlining 
stageshow. Slow $30,000. Last! 
“Rogues of Sherwood For- 
(Col) and Jimmy Wakely in| 
person, ditto. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Johnny Holiday” (UA) and “David 
Harding, Counterspy” (Col). Mod- 


1 
WCeOR, 


ext” 


est $10,000. Last week, “Love 
Happy” (UA) and “Great Plane 
Robbery” (UA), $15,000. 


toosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Return ot Frontiersman” (WB) 
and “This Side of Law” (WB). 
Oke $13,000. Last week, “Eagle and 
Hawk" (Par) and “Destination Big 
House” (Rep) (2d wk), $9,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) | 

-‘Gunfighter” (20th) (2d wk). | 
Dull $11,000. Last week, $25,000. | 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98:—"D.0.A.” (UA) and “Women 
trom Headquarters’ (Rep). Mod- | 
erate $10,000. Last week, “Asphalt | 
Jungle” (M-G) (2d wk), $9,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Night and City” (20th) (2d wk). 


Fair $18,000. Last week, $23,000. 
World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘‘Wo- 
man of Dolwyn” (Indie). Tidy 


$4.000. Last week, “Faust and De- 
vil” (Col) (6th wk), $3,800. 


‘Gunfighter’ 106, ‘Colt’ 
$11,000 Fail to Startle 
Omaha; ‘Humor’ Oke 66 


Omaha, June 27. | 


With guns dominating the local | 
scene, biz is not particularly good. | 
“The Gunfighters” at Paramount, | 
and “Colt .45”° at Orpheum, are | 
nol doing big trade. Brandeis has 
‘Good Humor Man” and is doing | 
fairly good. Opposition of nation- | 
al college baseball tournament of | 
one week, Ak-Sar-Ben races and a 
CITCUS are hurting. 

Ustimates for This Week | 

_Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16-_ 
6)'—“The Gunfighter” (20th). Oke | 
$10,000. Last week, “Eagle and 








Hawk” (Par), $9,800. — 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 


65) —"“Colt. .45" (WB) and “Tar- | 
nished (Rep). Passable $11,000. | 
Last week, “Love That Brute”. 


(20th) and “Under My Skin” (20th), 
very light $9,000. | 
.Ptandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)—| 
Good Humor Man” (Col). Fairly | 
s00d $6,000. Last week, “Cargo | 
Capetown” (Col) and “Tarzan Slave | 
Girl” (RKO), same. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
— ‘Stage Fright” (WB) and “Coun- 


terpunch” (Mono). Fair $8,500. 
re week, “The Conspirator” 
‘7 on and “Dalton Gang” (Lip), 


. dtate (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 

pierre * (U) and “Homicide for 3” 

'Rep). Fair $4,000. Last week, 

yrocret Fury” (RKO) and “So You 
on't Talk” (Col), $4,200, 


i 





| Louis. 


i “Curtain Call Cactus Creek” 


| “Colt 


' Hawk” (Par), $9,000. 





Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playin; percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however. as indicated, 
—_ the U S. amusement 
aX 


Gunfighter Hep 
$16,000 in St. Loo 


St. Louis, June 27. 
Biz at the big cinemas climbed 
with the temperature over the 
weekend when a new season high 
of 96 degrees was registered. “The 











. 


| Gunfighter” is heading for the best 


total with a big session at the St. 
“Wagonmaster” is not far 
behind with trim total at the Fox. 


| “Father of Bride” is enjoying un- 


usually strong trade in first hold- 
over round at Loew’s after terrific 
first stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60)—“Wagon- 
master’ (RKO) and “The Capture” | 
(RKO). Trim $16,000. Last week, 
(U) 
and “One Way Street” (U), $14,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Father of Bride” (M-G) (2d wk). | 
Great $15,000 following terrific | 
25.000 initial stanza. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60)—) 
45” (WB) and “Woman of 
Distinction” (Col) (2d wk). Mild 
$10,000. Last week, “Comanche | 
Territory” (U) and “Eagle andj| 


St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 60)— 
“Gunfighter” (20th) and “Night and 
City” (20th). Big $16,000 or over. | 
Last week, “Woman of Distinction” 


se “Cargo Capetown” or Wonderful Lie” (Col). Nice $14,- 





Heat Bops Philly But | 
‘Jungle’ Hotsy $16,000; — 


| 


‘Annie’ Strong 246, 3d 


Philadelphia, June 27. 

Biz continues spotty in the first- 
run spots here with hot spell! 
beginning Friday and _ running 
through the weekend a real hand- 
icap. Localites headed for the 
seashore in droves. Leaders in the 
local race were still “Night and | 
the City” at Fox and “Annie Get} 
Your Gun” at the Randolph. 
“Father of Bride” continues smash | 
in fifth week at the Boyd. Ace) 
newcomer looks like “Asphalt, 
Jungle.” 

Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99) —'! 








“Curtain Call Cateus Creek” (U)./9 


Slim $6,000. Last week, “Woman | 
on Pier 13” (RKO), $6,500. . | 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—“Fa-_ 
ther of Bride’ (M-G) (5th wk). 
Solid $13,000. Last week, $15,000. | 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99) —| 
“Rocketship X-M” (Lip) and ‘“Mo-| 
tor Patrol” (Mono), Mild $11,000. | 
Last week, “Spy Hunt,’ (U), $9,000. | 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—“Night 
and City” (20th) (2d wk). Neat $5,- | 
000. Last week, $25,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99) —‘‘Please Believe Me” (M-G) 
(24d wk). Slow $8,000. Last week, 
$11,000. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
“Asphalt Jungle’ (M-G). . Sock’ 
$16,000 or near. Last week, “So 
Young, So Bad” (UA), $5,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Skipper Surprised Wife” (M-G). | 
Drab $9,500. Last week, “The, 
Torch” (EL), same. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50-)| 
99)\—"‘Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (3d 


wk). Strong $24,000. Last week, 
$26,000. 
Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99) — 


“Fortunes Capt. Blood” (Col). Slow 
$11,000. Last week “Good Humor 
Man” (Col), $9,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99) — 
“Johnny One-Eye” (UA). Good 
$10,000. Last week, “Kill Umpire” 
(Col) and “Western Pacific Agent” 
(Lip), $10,500. 

Translux (T-L) (500; 50-99) — 
“Cinderella” (RKO) (14th wk). 
Final week down to good $4,200 


‘NIGHT’ TOPS CLEVE. 
NEW PIX AT $15,000 


Cleveland, June 27. 


_Only first-runner showing real 
life here this week is “Night and 
City,” fairly good at Hipp. “Rock 
Island Trail” at Stillman is not 
fast. Allen will do fairly well with 
“Robinson Story.” Holdover of 
“Father of Bride” at State looms 
smart after sock opener. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alien (Warners) (3,000; 55-75)— 
“Robinson Story” (EL). Okay 
$10,000. Last week, “Good Humor 
Man” (Col), same. 


Esquire (Community) (740: 55-| After the cool weather of the pre- 
75)—“Kind Hearts and Coronets” | Vious session. some exhibitors were 
(EL). Nice $5,500, Last week, ““Mes- | hoping that the worst of the recent 


senger of Peace” (Indie), $1,500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-75)— 
“Night and City” (20th). Looking 
up at $15,000. Last week, Congo- 
laise” (FC), lean $10,500. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,205; 55-75)— 
“So Proudly We Hail” (Par) and 
“Wake Island’ (Par) (reissues). 
Light $4,000. Last week, “It Ain’t 
Hay” (U) and “Here Come Co-Eds” 
(U) (reissues), ditto. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-75)— 
“Gunfighter” (20th) (2d wk). Off 
sharply to $9,000 following nice 
$17,500 last stanza. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-75)— 
“Father of Bride” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Smart $10,000 after great $19,500 
last round. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-75)— 


“Kid From Texas” 


Bride Boffola 


(Rep), same. 








| 


| 


| 
| 


'“Rock Island Trail” (Rep). Chug-| 
ging to mild $5,000. Last week, 


Ist Big Heatwave Takes B way Toll: 
‘Gunfighter’ So-So $65,000 at Roxy, 
Fury Just Okay $65,000 at Par 


First big heatwave of the year 
is taking a heavy toll at Broadway 
first-run theatres. The way busi- 
ness plummeted starting last Fri- 
day (23) resembled the sharp break 
in the stock market Monday (26). | 


lean boxoffice days were over. But 
four record-high temperature days 
in succession changed that, and 
quickly. 

The fact that over 1,000,000 
people were at Coney Island and | 
other beaches over the weekend, | 
and that both the N. Y. Giants and 
Brooklyn Dodgers were playing at | 
home, tipped where some of the 
missing patrons had gone. There 
were five new bills and they didn’t 
help lagging holdovers much. 

“Secret Fury,” with Jack Carter, 
Gloria DeHaven and Ray Anthony 
band on the stage, is barely okay 
with $59,000 at the Paramount. | 
“The Gunfighter,” with Robert 
Merrill, De Castro Sisters, ““Lucky 
Pup” and others, on the stage bill, 
is not doing as well, with $65,000 | 
at the Roxy. Because of fine re- | 








| views given the pic, this is very 
| disappointing. 


| 000, to give the Astor one of the 


| straight-film 


$78,000, Frisco’ 


San Francisco, June 27. 

Balmy weather is clipping biz 
here this session. Despite 
“Father of Bride” pushed into the 
Warfield when “Asphalt Jungle” 
failed to hold up in second round 
is racking up a smash stanza. Or- 
pheum also rushed in “Rogues of 
Sherwood Forest,” doing good 
trade, when “Robinson Story” fell 
down aiter the initial week. “Night 


and City” is weak at the Fox while | 
i“The Torch” looks nice at Golden | 


Gate. 
Estimates for This Week 


Gelden Gate 


85)\—“The Torch” (EL) and ‘Her 


500. Last week, “G.I. Joe” (EL) 
(reissue) and “Humphrey 
Chance” (Mono), dull $11,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95) — 
“Night and City” (20th) and 
“Women from _ Headquarters” 
(Rep). Only $14,500 despite bally. 
Last week, “The Gunfighter” (20th) 
(2d wk), dropped to dull $11,000. 

Warfield (Loew's) (2,656; 60-85) 
—‘Father of Bride’ (M-G). Sock 
$28,000. Last week, “Asphalt Jun- 
gle” (M-G), okay $18,000 in 10 days. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646: 60-85)— 
“Colt .45” (WB) and “Man From 
Morocco” (Indie) (2d wk). Down to 
$9,000 in 6 days. Last week, big 
$18,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“The Lawless” (Par) (2d wk). Fair 
$8,000. Last week, nice $15,000. - 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- 
85)\—“‘Rogues of Sherwood Forest” 
(Col). Good $13,000 or near. Last 
week, 
“Federal Man” (EL), $15,500 
days. 


in 


this, | 
jat the Music Hall, with $137,000 


(RKO) (2,844; 60- | 


Takes | ing to take advantage of the July 


| dull $14,000. 


“The Lawless” looms a slim $12,- 


slowest opening weeks ever for a 
there. “Tarzan and 
Slave Girt’ is lightweight $10,000 | 
in eight days at the Criterion. | 
Palace also is suffering, with | 
“Baron of Arizona’ and vaude a 


The real smash continues to be | 
“Father of Bride,” with stageshow, | 


in the sixth week. This gives 
“Bride” a huge $854,000 for the 
run. Final session is one of the 
biggest sixth weekers ever at the 
Hall, while the six-week total com- 
pares unusually favorably with the 
$873,500 done by “On the Town,” | 





which had the annual Christmas | 
stageshow and holiday scales to} 
help over last Xmas and New 
| Year’s. 


Second week of “Bright Leaf,” 
and Tommy Dorsey band topping 
| the stage bill, is down to a slow 
| $28,000 at the Strand, but it’s hold- 


|4 weekend trade. 


“Destination Moon” opened big 
|yesterday (Tues.) at the Mayfair 
despite the torrid weather, with 
long lines for tee-off. 

_ Both “Annie Get Gun,” in its 
sixth State week, and “Third Man,” 
in its 2lst stanza at the Victoria, 
are holding very well in view of 
conditions. Elsewhere, business is 
unbelievably drab. 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 


| $7,000 


|stanza, a 


| wk). 
| 
| this stage of run; fifth week was 
| solid $25,090, way over hopes. 





—‘‘The Lawless” (Par). Very dis- 
appointing, despite bright ad cam- | 
paign, with not more than $12,000 | 
probable. This is smallest opening | 
week for a regular feature here in | 





“Robinson Story” (EL) and | $7,500. “Edge of Doom” (RKO) is 


| 
| 


United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; | 


55-85) — “Spy Hunt” (U) 
“Fargo Phantom” (U). 
$7,500. 

(UA), $7,000. 


Stagedoor (Ackerman - Roesner) 
(370; 85-$1) — “Kind Hearts And. 
Coronets” (EL). Big $5,000. Last 
week, “Astonished Heart” (U) (3d 


Clay (Roesner) (400; 65-85) — 
“City Lights” (UA) (reissue) 
wk). Down to $3,000. , Last week, 
nice $3,600. 

Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85) — 
“City Lights’ (UA) (reissue) (6th 
wk). Off to $3,200. Last week, 
trim $3,800. 


| wk), okay $3,800. 





‘Heart’ Oke $10,000 In 
Toronto; ‘Place’ $8,000 


Toronto, June 27. 
With plenty of holdovers, biz is 
down again after last week’s big 
spurt, notably “Jackie Robinson 


| Story” for $29,000 at four houses. 


This fell apart after fifth day. Pac- 
ing the town phenomenally is sec- 


ond week of a dual reissue the) 
combo, “Beau Geste” and “Lives |—‘Destination Moon” (EL). Open-' “Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (2d wk). 
“Astonished ed yesterday 


of Bengal Lancer.” 


and | $2.40\—“‘Red Shoes” 
Pleasing | wk). Slipping with the others this 
Last week, “Quicksand” | session, with $5,500 probable, still 





| 


} 


In ahead, “Robinson | 


tory” (EL) (5th wk-9 days) 


- 


scheduled to open Aug. 2, but an- 
other film will likely go in before. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
(EL) (88th 


okay. Last week, $6,800. Continues. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 55-$1.50) | 
—“Asphalt Jungle’ (M-G) with 
Charlie Spivak orch, Georgie Price 
topping stageshow (3d wk). Down! 
to near $19,000, but holding over. 





‘four days of fourth week to get 


6th new show in Monday (3); second 


week was okay $36,000. “Crisis” 
(M-G) with Ralph Flanagan orch, 
Thelma Carpenter heading stage- 
show opens next Monday. 

Criterion ‘Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—“Tarzan and Slave Girl’ (RKO). | 
Just drifting along with only 
$10,000 in eight days. In ahead, ! 
“Woman on Pier 13” (RKO) was! 
light $8,000 in eight days. “White | 
Tower” (RKO) opens Saturday (1). | 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) | 
—“Wagonmaster” (RKO) (2d-final | 
wk). Down to $8,000 or near after 


| just okay $12,000 in first week. 


“Without Honor” (UA) opens Sat- 
urday (1). 


(Tues.). 


many months. Holds, but not likely r 


|for long. 
i's 


In ahead, 


less likely. Last week, “Quicksand” 
(UA), with vaude, nice $19,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
“Secret Fury” (RKO) plus Jack 
Carter, Gloria DeHaven, Ray An- 
thony orch heading stage bill (2d 
wk). First week, ended last night 
(Tues.), was just okay $59,000. In 
ahead, “Winchester '73” (U) with 
Jan Murray, John Payne, Patricia 
Morison, Al Donahue orch onstage 
(2d wk), $52,000. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; 90-$1.50) 
—“Rocking Horse Winner” (U) (3d 
wk). Current week ending today 
(Wed.) is holding in solid style at 
after $8,000 last week. 
Stays on. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)\—‘“Father 
of Bride” (M-G) and stageshow 
(6th-final wk). Even in its closing 
session this will land a big $137,- 
000 after a smash $141,000 for fifth 
bit over expectancy. 
Makes huge $854,000 for run, and 


|could have stayed longer, but both 


the Hall and Metro wanted to get 
“Next Voice You Hear” (M-G) 
started. “Voice,” with annual 
Independence Day stageshow, 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 
“Sudan” (EL) (reissue). Opened 
yesterday (Tues.). Last week, 
“Arabian Nights” (U) (reissue), 
fairly good $5,500 for an oldie. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 90- 
$1.80\—“‘Fortunes of Capt. Blood” 
(Col) (3d-final wk). Looks to sag to 
light $7,000, after $10,000 in second 
round. “If This Be Sin” (UA) 
opens Friday (30). 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75) — 
“The Gunfighter” (20th), plus 
Robert Merrill, De Castro Sisters, 
Yvette and others, onstage. Despite 
fine reviews for pic, this bill does 
not look likely to go over $65,000, 
only fair for opening week. Holds. 
Last week, “Night and City” (20th) 
with Lucille Ball, Desi Arnaz and 
their Hollywood Revue (2d wk, 
$60,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.50)— 
“Annie Get Your Gun” (M-G) (7th 
Sixth round, which ended 
yesterday (Tues.), fell sharply with 
rest of street to $20,000, okay for 


44-98) 


Strand (WB) (2,756; 55-$2)— 
“Bright Leaf” (WB) and Tommy 
Dorsey orch heading stageshow (2d 
wk). Dipping sharply with others, 
with only slow $28,000 likely; last 
week, mild $37,000, below hopes. 

Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Winslow Boy” (EL) (4th wk). 
Third round, which ended Monday 
(26), held to nice $11,000 after $12,- 
500 last week. Continues on. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50)—“Third Man” (SRO) (21st 
wk). Holding comparatively well 
with $8,500 probable, after $10,000 
last session. Continues on until 
July 25, according to present plans, 
with “Our Very Own” (RKO) set 
to open on that date. 


L’ville Light; ‘Comanche’ 
8G, ‘Frontiersman’ Fair 


$5,500, ‘Annie’ 106, 2d 


Louisville, June 27. 

With weather veering from rainy 
and sultry to hot, current outlook 
for downtown houses is for a light 
week. Best biz is still going to 
“Annie” at Loew’s State, with “‘Tar- 
zan and Slave Girl” at the Strand 
perking that house. “Comanche 
Territory” at Rialto and “Return 
of Frontiersman” at Mary Ander- 
son, are giving plenty of western 
stuff. Opposish from drive-ins, 
night baseball and hard top auto 
races across the river in Jefferson- 
ville, is being felt by first-runs. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
45-65'\—“‘Return of Frontiersman” 
(WB). Matinees light, but nights 
are holding up well. Fair $5,500. 

ast week, “Fortunes Captain 
Blood” (Col), about same. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
45-65)\—“‘Comanche Territory” (U) 
and “Lucky Losers” (Mono). Looks 
modest $8,000. Last week, “Big 





| Lift” (20th), $11,000. 
Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.20) | 


State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65) — 
Hot weather dropping this to mild 


Heart” looks okay but “In Lonely | “Rock Island Trail” *Rep) (4th wk), | $10,000. Last week, sturdy $19,000. 


Place” shapes light. 
Estimates for This Week 





in 6 days. Last week, $5,000. 


—“Woman of Distinction” 
| (Continued on page 20) 


Danforth, Fairlawn, Humber, 
(Rank) (1,330; 1,165; 1,201; en, 
(Col). 


slipped to $6,000 after $9,000 for | 
| zan Slave Girl” (RKO) and “Dyna- 
| mite Pass” (RKO). Shaping for dull 


|'week ahead. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Baron of Arizona” (Lip) and 
vaude. Taking it on nose with 
others, with lightweight $14,000 or 





Strand (FA) (1,400; 45-65)—“Tar- 


$3,500. Last week, “Bells Coro- 
nado” (Rep) and “House By River 
(Rep), $4,000. 
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VAF May Halt Invasion of London 
Nightclubs by U.S. Acts, Musicians 





London, June 20. + 


The mass invasion by American 
cabaret acts of the London night 
scene may be checked by the ac- 
tion of Variety Artists’ Federation, 
which has been complaining that 
the verbally agreed 50-50 quota is 
not being adhered to. Main diffi- 
culty of Federation is that there | 
is no set procedure for allocating 
work permits for cabaret artists 
as there is with the normal vaude 
performer. When a variety man- 
agement wants a foreign act, the 
application has to be okayed by a 
joint standing committee com- 
prised of artists, managers and 
agents. If the artist gets the nod 
from this panel, the Ministry of 
Labor sanction is nothing more 
than a formal rubber stamping. 


The night spots are not so thor- 
oughly organized. Some of them 
are members of the Hotel and Res- 
taurants Assn. and the VAF has 
made representations to that or- 
ganization urging adherence to the 
quota. It also has circularized all | 
cafes and clubs asking for a record | 
of every act played since the caba- | 
ret biz was reopened on a big scale. 

First results to this question-| 
naire show that the situation is not | 
as bad from the point of view of 
British artists as was anticipated. 
One particular club, thought to be 
a black spot, has played five Brit-| 
ish acts out of 12. There have| 
been others, however, where the 
balance is heavily in favor of for- 
eign acts. 

Many leading West End boni- 
faces, who regard a_ Broadway 
name attraction as necessary to se- | 
cure the patronage of dollar spend- | 
ing tourists, are insisting that 
name bands which they employ 
should be regarded as part of the 
quota, particularly as many of the 
musicians do solo numbers. With 
a couple of bands, each of six to 
eight pieces, they claim that they 
are entitled to have as many for- 
eign artists as they wish without 
any breach of the quota. Some of 
them feel that, with the increasing 
competition, they cannot be sub- 
jected to restrictive measures 
which would weaken their booking 
strength. 








VENICE FILM FESTTO 
GET BIG BRIT. PIC LIST 


Rome, June 20. | 

The Rome office of Venice Film 
Festival has announced here that | 
preparations for the Film Festival 
at the Venice Lido in August are 


nearly completed. Announcement | 


on the entries will not be official 
for about 10 days. The plans so 


far indicate that this year’s Festi- | to 
| 319 to 181. 


val will be much larger in attend- 
ance and in strong calibre of films 
to be shown this year. 

British Films Producers Assn. 
announced its entries long ago. 
List is as follows: “Blue Lamp,” 
Michael Balcon Production with 
Jack Warner; 
ure,” Jay Lewis Production”® pre- 
sented by J. Arthur Rank with 
John Mills, Richard Attenborough; 
“Dancing Years,” Associated Brit- 
ish Picture Corp., with Dennis 
Price, Patricia Dainton; ‘‘Odette,” 
London Films, with Anna Neagle, 
Trevord Howard; “State Secret,” 
Launder-Gilliat Production, 
don Films, with Glynis Johns, 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.; “Gone to 
Earth,” Powell-Pressburger Pro- 


duction, London Films, with Jen- | 


nifer Jones, David Farrar; “Give 
Us This Das” Geiger-Bronston, J. 
Arthur Rank, with Sam Wana- 
maker, Lea Padovani, Kathleen 
Ryan and Bonar Colleano. 

One reason that some of the 
American films cannot be an- 
nounced is that the entrant appli- 


cation, in some eases, is in transit, | 
as in the ease of RKO-Walt Dis-. 


ney’s “Cinderella,” which is not 
officially listed as entered. 





Parks-Garrett Glasgow Click 


Glasgow, June 21. 

Larry Parks and Betty Garrett 
(Mrs. Parks) scored a solid hit on 
variety bill at Glasgow Empire this 
week. Their act, carrying many 
local gags, impressed the crix. 

The Parkses are accompanied by 
their manager, Louis Mandel. They 
wiil visit Paris for 10 days, then 
sail July 6 for U. S. 

In Scotland the Parkses were 
mobbed by autograph-seekers and 
fans of his “Jolson” pix. 








“Morning Depart-| 


Lon- | 


Goldwyn Named Member 
Of Brit. Film Academy 


London, June 21. 

British Film Producers honored 
Sam Goldwyn at a dinner last 
night (20) by making him a life- 
long honorary member of the Brit- 
ish Film Academy. The occasion 
was marked by a special preview 
of “Edge of Doom.” Goldwyn, who 
was introduced by Academy chair- 
man Ronald Neame, said that cre- 
ative art could have no interna- 
tional boundaries. 

The Hollywood indie producer 
hoped the day would come when 
the field of ideas, whether in 
books, pictures or any other cre- 
ative medium, would freely circu- 
late to all people throughout the 
world. 





Commie Plan to Relax 
French Pix Censorship 
Defeated by Deputies 


Paris, June 21. 

A lively debate on pie censor- 
ship this week in the Chamber of | 
Deputies saw M. Grenier, Com- 
munist spokesman, lashing out 
against film control. .He demanded 
amendments to the crippling code. 
Claimed various Russian films 
were banned while American pix 
never were treated that way. 

P. H. Teitgen, bill’s sponsor, re- 
plied that the liberty of the cinema 
could not be likened to that of, 
speech and the press. He cited the | 
immense influence of pictures, 
especially with children. Teitgen | 
declared that pix censoring has al- | 
ways existed, and that all films| 
judged to be sponsored or con- 
trolled by any political party what- | 
soever would be_ banned. He 
stated that most Soviet films banned 
were done so because of overt 
party propaganda, adding that as 
many American pix as Russian 
films have been shelved. Also he 
said that many Soviet pix would 
have been given the green light if 
the producers had agreed to pro- 
posed deletions. 

As an example Teitgen pointed 
to “The Battle of Stalingrad” | 
where a cut was demanded of a 
scene showing Prime Minister 
Churchill and President Rooseveit | 





'and some detrimental talk about | 


the proposed second front. Teit- | 


gen closed with the statement that | 
no threats would keep him from) 
protecting the public morals, add- 
ing that French films are under | 
rigid control in Russia. 
Grenier’s proposed amendments | 
film censorship were defeated | 


“Ecstasy,” Hedy Lamarr’s oldie, 
| is playing to lush business here, af- 
ter some scissoring. Bob and 
Sally” is barred from commercial 
release. 





Mexico Prexy Warns On 


‘Carousel’ Still London Hit 


London, June 21. 


Iva Withers was absent from the 
leading role in “Carousel” for a 
| couple of days because of a mild 
| attack of tonsillitis. 

Show is doing stand-out business 
and receiving continuing praise on 
all sides for Jerome Whyte’s pro- 
' duction, who re-staged the musical 
/on this side, as he did for “Okla- 
| homa.” 


Biggest Array of Yank 
Show Biz Names Attend 
Brit. Pix Garden Party 


London, June 20. 

The entire American colony, now 
in London, turned out for the an- 
nual Film Garden Party at Morden 
Hall Park. All the big names of 
show biz business were there with 
the U. S. contingent including 
Larry Parks and Betty Garrett, 
Cesar Romero, Vera-Ellen, Douglas 
| Fairbanks, Jr., Irene Hervey, Jack 
| Benny, Phil Harris and Rochester, 
| Irene Dunne, David Niven, Dane 











| Clark, George Raft, Julie Wilson | 


|}and Diane Adrian. 
| Together with all the leading 
‘names in British pix, they sold 


Absence of New U. 


S. Films Blamed 


For Dip in Argentine Music, Disk Biz 





Hoyts and Universal In 


Aussie Renewal Pact 


Sydney, June 20. 

Hoyts’ cinema circuit and Uni- 
| versal have signed a product pact 
covering the Sydney and Mel- 
| bourne nabes for the 30th year in 
‘succession. Deal was signatured 
iby Ernest Turnbull, Hoyts’ topper, 
and Here McIntyre, U chief. 

] 





First-run for Universal in Syd-| 
ney and Melbourne is via the Great- | 


er Union loop, headed by Norman 
B. Rydge, also on longterm pact. 
Both Universal and GU are hooked 
to the J. Arthur Rank setup 
through a stock deal. 


Sweden Studios Seen 


Turning Out 20 Pix 
Despite Adverse Biz 


Stockhold, June 27. 
Despite adverse economic con- 





| 
| 


Buenos Aires, June 20. 

Prolonged suspension of impor- 
tation of U.S. films, which meant 
that no new U.S. pix entered Ar- 
gentina since March of 1949, has 
affected music publisher and re- 
cording company biz as well as 
record dealer trade, since none of 
the latest American tunes were 
| heard. Now that U. S. picture im- 
ports are to be renewed shortly, 
Tin Pan Alley of Argentina is look- 
ing for a revival of interest in 
| North American types of popular 
music. 

For all that the absence of these 
films has meant record and sheet 
music dealers have been impressed 
by the heavy demand for specific 
novelties, which they are unable to 
supply. They attribute creation of 
this demand to word-of-mouth re- 
| ports from returning travelers who 
| have seen the hit musicals in the 
'U. S. or Europe, and _ perhaps 
brought a few records back. Music 
fans are annoyed when they find 
| their requests for novelties can’t be 
filled because manufacturers and 
dealers have been unable to obtain 





} 


autographs for charity, conducted | ditions, the Swedish film industry |jmport permits to bring in either 
auction sales and contributed to a/| will likely turn out around 20 pic-| matrices or records. 


Fame. 


| star-studded show in the Hall of | tures during the 1950-51 season. | 


| Figure probably would have been 


Some people blame the absence 
/of Yank hit tunes on poor plugging 


Despite threatening weather, higher if -several producers had_ by the publishers’ reps, who are in- 


nearly 30,000 paid an admission | not been forced to suspend film- 
fee of 75c, thus helping many de-| making. 

serving causes. The show was or- Lorens Marmstedt’s Terra Films 
ganized in collaLoration with all| revealed it won’t place anything 
taxes reduced. 


to raise money for the National So- | admission are 


| ciety for Prevention of Cruelty to Kungsfilm, with an estimated debt 


Children, the Church of Englarid! of $400,000, has also temporarily 


Children Society and the industry’s | shutdown. 














Strong Themes for Films 


Mexico City, June 20. | 
Stories are the weakest thing in 
| Mexican pix and the industry must | 
| Strive to get top tales not only to 
hold its place in world markets but 
; also at home. So asserted Presi- 
_dent Miguel Aleman in a press dis- 
cussion of current conditions in the 
film industry. 

He added that Mexican pix have 
nothing to worry about in the 
| matter of players, directors, cam- 
eramen, etc. But he stressed that 
producers must literally “surround 
themselves with expert writers 
who,can produce stories that really 
interest the public.” 

Mexican producers, said the 
President, must realize that they 
/are now experiencing their sharp- 
| est competition. Therefore, the 
pic with the best story is the best 
| boxoffice bet. 
| The chief executive stressed that 

the Mexican government has 
helped Mexican pic producers 
/greatly. Now is the time for the 
/producers to not only aid them- 
selves but Mexico by hiking the 
| quality of their product. 

| Violetta Elvin, who replaced 
Alicia Markova, due to illness, as 








~ Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 


London, June 27. 
“Background,” Westminster (6). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (61). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty's (63). 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (3), 
“Castle in Air.”’ Savoy (29), 
“Cocktail Party,” New (8). . 
“Eliz. Slept Here,” Strand (35). 
“Excellency,” Princes (5). 
“Fallen Angels,” Ambass. (29), 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (38), 
“Golden City,” Adelphi (2). 
“Harvey.” Piccadilly (78). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (74). 
“Holly and Ivy,” Duchess (7). 
“Home at Seven,” W’ham (16). 
“Tee-Capades,” Empress (5). 
“King Rhapsody,” Palace (41). 
“Knights Madness,” Vic. Pal. (15). 
“Latin Quarter.” Casino (15). 
“Mr. Gillie,” Garrick (16). 
“Oklahoma!” Stoll-(160). 

“Ring Round Moon.” Globe (22). 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Anollo (2). 
“Streetcar,” Aldwych (38). 
“Touch & Go,” Wales (6). 








own benevolent fund. Most ambitious program is that 
|pany is mapping eight pictures, 
| most important being “The Beauty 

Ballet; Toumanova Hailed Max Hansen. It’s based upon an 

: | Offenbach operetta. Runner-up is 
Paris, June 20. 

The Paris Opera Ballet preemed | production schedule. Due to roll 
the long-awaited “Phedre” at the) soon is an Edward Persson starrer, 
to a warm reception, with U. S.| son.” 
guest-ballerina Tamara Toumanova| Nordisk Tonefilm currently has 
however, despite its creators and | in work, and contemplates filming 
attendant hullabaloo, to put it | three other yarns. Svensk Film- 
a production number for a revue! play,” a ballet story, before the 
than a terper’s creation. | cameras and is readying a re-make 
novelist-designer Jean Cocteau, | Broken Quartet.” Balance of 
composer Georges Auric and} ’50-'51 production is split among 
been working on for a year. Greta) Svensk Talfilm and Svea Film. 
Garbo was ;nentioned for it once, 

PEERS, BBC VET, SIGNS 
composer Auric insisted on Tou- 
manova, and the Opera’s managing 
ballerina from the Marquis de| Donald Peers, who will head a 
Cuevas’ Grand Ballet de Monte | Palladium bill in August, has 
“Phedre,” turned into a ballet,| Which calls for 39 half-hour pro- 
But there’s little ballet to it, it) Tams to be recorded this year, 
the dancing. Liane Dayde, as, the Towers organization through- 
Aricie, has very little to do,| Out the world, and the show al- 
disappointing, and should stick to |t® Procter & Gamble’s English sub- 
choreography. _sidiary Thomas Hedley, for trans- 
calls for the highest talent cost of 
any half hour show sold to Luxem- 
As a result of the deal, Peers 
may be lost to British listeners, 
work by its regular artists. 
Peers’ exit from the BBC and his 
period for Luxembourg. Levers 
for Wisk (British equivalent of 


,of Sandrew-Bauman Film. Com- 
5 ] - 
‘Phedre’ Flops as Paris | 
Helena,” with Eva Dahlbeck and 
| Eurepa Film with four pix on its 
Opera House last Wednesday (14)| “Sunshine, Springtime and Svens- 
especially well received. Ballet,| “When Love Came to the Village” 
mildly, isn’t very good. It’s more} jndustri likewise has ‘“Summer- 
This is the ballet that poet-| of a Birger Sjoberg novel, “The 
choreographer Serge Lifar have Fribergs Filmbyra, Wive Film, 
when it would have been a miming | 
instead of a dancing lead. Then 
director, Georges Hirsch, spent 2 YEAR DIO LUX PACT 
months negotiating loan of the London, June 20. 
Carlo. signed a two-year commercial radio 
This is the Greek tragedy, | contract with Towers of London 
being most! antomime. Tou-| With an option for a further 78 in 
manova. ss Phedre, does most of | 1951. Series will be distributed by 
Lycette Darsonval, as Oenone, is| T¢@dy has been sold through the 
miscast. Lifar, as Hippolyte, is London office of Young & Rubicam 
| mission from Luxembourg, com- 
|; mencing in September. The bill 
bourg and is on a rising scale 
starting at $1,400 a week. 
who only take the BBC programs. 
BBC does not allow commercial 
entry into the commercial radio, 
heralds an intensive exploitation 
Surf) currently sponsors Gracie 
Fields, and will probably renew 


son. With Levers biggest British 
competitors (Procter & Gamble), 
sponsoring Peers, there will be a 
widespread ad-publicity campaign, 


Tennessee Back to Rome 


Rome, June 20. 
Tennessee Williams motored 
from Paris to Rome this week to 








“Traveller’s Joy,” Criterion (107). | vacation here for the summer. This | 


“Treasure Hunt,” St. Mart. (41). | is the third summer that the play- 
“Venus Observed,” St. J’m’s (23). Wright has spent here. 





partner to Anton Dolin, is one of 
Star ballerinas of the Sadlers| 
Wells Ballet to tour America in 
September, 


‘ 


“Way Thines Co,” Phoenix (17). He recently completed a novel 
“Worm’s View.” Whitehall (166), | titled “The Roman Spring of en 
7 Closed Last week |Stone,” which will aiso be made 
On Mon. Next,” Comedy (25), | into a screenplay. 


the show for 1950-51 winter sea- | 


‘atre and Cinema 


sufficiently in touch with the band 
leaders or warblers. On the other 
hand, there’s such a strong nation- 
alistie spirit around that the band 


sections of the British film business | before the cameras until the high! leaders are following this trend. 


This is epitomized by the govern- 
ment decree, passed some. six 
months ago, which obliges all spots 
| where music is played or repro- 
|duced to make up 50° of their 
| programs with Argentine music. 
|Even long-hair musicians must 
include at least one Argentine 
selection in their programs. Res- 
| taurants, bars, cafes and niteries, 
_which feature either live or canned 
music, comply with this by billing 
the native stuff on the hours of 
| lowest attendance. Local music is 
regarded as too monotonous to de 
| heard so often. 

Bing Crosby Still Tops 

| Bing Crosby continues the all- 
time popular best-seller in platter 
|music, and the disk jockeys find 
| they can’t go wrong if they plug 
Der Bingle. Jean Sablon is still a 
steady draw, but, curiously enough, 
the demand is for his older hits. 
| Charles Trenet is always a pre- 
| ferred record item, particularly in 
\“La Mer.” With no help except 
fren. the word-of-mouth reports of 
folks back from Europe, Piaf and 
Jacqueline Francoise are also fa- 
vorites, Italian warblers, former- 
ly so popular, have waned as favor- 
ites since the big success enjoyed 
by Carlo Buti two vears ago. 

The new recording companies 
are Intervas and Orfeo. Intervas, 
an offshoot of the Kraft Publishing 
Co. (book publishers), has an affili- 
ation with the Italian Cetra rec- 
ords. Intervas has already lined 
up some local talent. Through the 
Certa connection, Kraft will press 
recordings from European matrices. 
There is talk of this company hav- 
ing its own recording presses on 
the way from the U. S. 

The Orfeo setup has been eapi- 
talized by a group which includes a 
number of musical instrument and 
record dealers (Breyer and Ro- 
mero), as well as some local music 
publishers—Julio Korn (Editorial 
Korn) and Hector Mossi. This out- 
fit is all set to import as well as 
| manufacture locally. 





Ireland’s Bigger Biz Drive 


Dublin, June 13. 

With patrons more particular 
(than ever about their entertain- 
|/ment, and with summer weather 
'as usual cutting into cinematrade, a 
‘fresh showmanship drive is being 
{launched by wiser exhibs here. 
Odeon (Ireland) group is spear- 
heading the campaign to keep 
| the customers coming. Recent gim- 
| micks have included attendances of 
/@ naval unit of “Morning Depar- 
ture,” and Army Air Force at 
“Twelve O'Clock High.” A survivor 
is Kuching Jap Prison Camp, Ma- 
Jor Trevor Owen, was used on per- 
sonal appearances for “Three Came 
|Home” here, in Cork and Limerick. 
| Metropole terpery has organized 
| Weekly holiday dances to find a 
“Miss Dublin” to stimulate coin 
_from tourists. 

Although a plan for co-operative 
campaign for better biz was‘ sug- 
gested some time ago to Irish The- 
Assn., it was 





i 
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shelved. 
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So. American Show Biz Stymied 
By Lack of Coin, Gambling Ban 


South American showbiz isn’t 
what it used to be. That's the 
plaint of Angie Marasco, band- 
ieader for the. Moore-McCormack 
Lines’ luxury cruise ship, Argen- 
tina. With the company off-and- 


on for the past 10 years, he de-' 


clared in New York last week that 
dollar shortages in most Latin 
countries have tended to restrict 
imports of American acts. 

Still another factor in holding 
down native and Yank top bracket 
talent bookings, Marasco pointed 
out. is a ban on gambling in Brazil. 
In pre-war times, sumptuous Bra- 
vilian easinos often used bands of 
the Eddy Duchin calibre along 
with class U. S. ballroom teams, 
comedians and singers. 

These Brazilian Monte Carlos 
are now closed. But some ob- 
servers are hopefully viewing the 
upcoming October elections when 
thé veters elect a new President. 
it's felt that a change of adminis- 
tration may lead to a relaxation in 
the gambling ukase. 

4s far as Latino musical tastes 
are concerned, Marasco said, bop 
is all the rage. It’s played con- 
sistently in Buenos Aires. The 
Argentine public first became ac- 
quainted with “modern progressive 
music” chiefly through American 
recordings. 

While B. A. nite life is compara- 
tively flourishing, U. S. music ts 
not programmed as frequently as 
it was in the past. Preventing 
such performances to a sizable de- 
gree is a recent government order 
which compels leaders to play at 
least 50°o native compositions. 

Moreover, urflike most name 
bands that deliberately develop a 
stvie. Marasco of necessity has to 

versatility since a traveler 
call for anything from corn- 
ball to Chopin. Currently, his 
crew ineludes Harold Bowen, 
drums; Bob Shea, piano; Will Hut- 
tun. trumpet, and Lou Lane, bass. 


\side from the band, the ship 
also uses several acts. Those who 
sailed from New York over the 
weekend on a 38-day cruise were 
Pablo (Paul Grin), magician; Irene 
Kun and Maurice Ramos. dance 
team, as well as. Josephine and 
Richard Oneta, vocalists. 

Talent generally does from eight 
to 10 shows a trip. Performers 
also take part in ship activities, 
costume ball, ete., and have full 
passenger privileges. Turns are 
booked through Henry Herman. 
Moore-McCormack, incidentally, is 
the only line in South American | 
service buying cruise talent. Grace | 
line uses only music and a third 
competitor, Delta Lines of New 
Orleans, no entertainment at all. 


$1,666,000 to Be Spent 
On Dubbing in Berlin 
By Yank Pix in Year 


Washington, June 20. 
UL. S. film companies are placing 
s\nchronization and dubbing orders 
in Berlin for the next year which 
Will cost between $1,190,000 and 


stress 


may 





$1.666,000, reports Nathan D. Gold- | 


en, chief of the film division of 
Dept. of Commerce. 
formation from the Office of the 


L. S. High Commissioner for Ger- | 


many, contracts by seven major 
Hollywood companies have been 
made for synchronizing about 70 
pictures during the year which be- 
gan on June 1. 

In addition, another company ex- 
pects to dub 15 pictures in Berlin 
prior to releasing in Germany. 
Would cost $238,000 for this 15- 
film job, 





English Prods. Seeking 
More French Dubbing 


; London, June 27. 
_ Talks are to open in Paris today 
‘Tues.) between representatives of 
the British producers and the 
French government on a request 
for more dubbing visas for Brit- 
ain, Present, allocation allows 20 
@ year, against 121 allotted to Hol- 
Ivwood. 

tepping the British studios at 
the talks will be Sir Alexander 
Korda, Reginald P. Baker, Steven 
Pallos, with Air Commodore West 
and Sir David Cunynghame as ad- 
\'sors. Together with Sir Duff 
Cooper, the producers roving am- 
bassador on the Continent. they 
Will follow their talks with discus- 
s'ous with French producers, 


| gruntled 


Based on in- | 


+ 


Tel-Aviv Cinema Closed 


By Legit Show Pickets 


Tel-Aviv, June 15. 
The Mograbi cinema, one of most 





important houses here had to close 
its doors as a protest against 
picketing yesterday (14). Pickets 
prevented patrons from buying 


tickets. Members of the chamber 
theatre started picketing about a 
week ago, when they stopped their 
performances as result of the dis- 
pute with the house owner. Both 
the Mograbi cinema and the cham- 
ber theatre use the house. 

The whole matter was brought 
before the Knesseth (Parliament) 
which has announced that it may 
issue a Mograbi law protecting the 
chamber theatre. 


War Films Score 
At Aussie B.0. 


Svdney. June 20. 
War pix are back in favor with 
Aussie patrons. Latest to hit a 
top gross is “G.I. Joe” (UA), reis- 
sue currently spotted at Civic here 
for Hoyts. Same eircuit’s Century 
in Sydney has’ “Three Came Back” 
(20th) in its eighth week, while 
“Battleground” clicked for week 
for Metro in all key situations. 
Republic’s “Sands of Iwa Jima” 
debuts next month here for Hoyts. 
Strictly boxoffice poison through- 
out World War Il, 
vehicles now have 
smash favor here. 





returned to 





Rome Unions Reported 
In Hassle on ‘Quo Vadis’; 
Press Stories Snafued 


Rome, June 27. 

With Metro’s “Quo Vadis” now 
before the cameras at the Cine- 
Citta studios, a welter of conflict- 
ing reports about the company’s 
status with various trade unions 
have appeared in the local press. 
Also complicating matters are mal- 
contents who claims that by tying 
up Cine-Citta for months in ad- 
vance, the U. S. major has caused 
a shortage of studio space. 

Story in Il Tempo, a Rome paper, 
last week stated that carpenters, 
painters and grips were dis- 
over pay and_ hours 
-among other alleged grievances. 

Apprised of the report. the film’s 

/production unit manager Henry 
Henigson said he was unaware of 
any discontent and added _ that 
“everything is progressing 
smoothly.” ©The following day. 
this same sheet ran another yarn 
on the situation but giving it a re- 
verse treatment. 

Despite charges of some film- 
makers that Metro is holding down 
native production by its deal with 
Cine-Citta, a survey shows that no 
less than 19 Italian pictures are 
before the cameras this month at 
eight studios. Three more fea- 
tures are shooting on _ location. 
Most active lot is Titanus with a 
total of eight in work. Cine-Citta 
| had two excluding “Quo Vadis.” 


Mexico Studio Workers 
Threaten Strike July 1 


Mexico City, June 20. 

Threatened strike against the re- 
cently merged Churubusco and Az- 
'teca studios, from which the pic 
trade has just been relieved, has 
| become a real headache with the 
‘ultimatum by the national cinema- 
-tographic industry workers union 
(STIC) that it will call a strike 
July 1 against all studios unless 
they grant a 50% salary boost. 
They also ask less work, a 30-hour 
week instead of the present one of 
44 hours. Studio toppers told the 
labor minister they can’t meet the 
demand. 

STIC claims they can and argue 
that more pay and less work will 
'mean the studios wi) get better 
work. STIC was induced to can- 
‘cel the strike against Churubusco- 
Azteca and permit the firing of 16 
‘workers, rated surplus by the mer- 


ser. 





battleground | 


British Indie Plans 3 Films 


London, June 20. 

Director Jeffrey Dell and pro- 
ducer Julian Wintle have joined 
forces in a new production enter- 
prise. Independent Artists. and 
plan a program of three pix before 
the end of next year. 

First of the trio goes into pro- 
duction next month. It is titled, 
*M4n Detained,” being based on an 
original by Dell. Top roles will 
be played by Edward Underdown, 
Barbara Murray and Maxwell Reed. 
Almost half the film will be lensed 
on location while studie work will 
be at Merton Park. 


See Balcon As 
New Production 
Chief for Rank 


London, June 27. 

Sir Michael Balcon, indie pro- 
ducer who was named to the Odeon 
Theatres board several weeks ago, 
is now regarded as the key man in 
J. Arthur Rank’s production plans. 
While nominally a producer in his 
own right, Balcon is believed ready 
to take over Rank’s general produc- 
tion activities.in an attempt to 
swing them into the black. He un- 
doubtedly will be closely associated 
with the Rank filmmaking wing, 
with the idea of applying his suc- 
cessful formula to its activities. 

Balecon already has announced 
already production plans for four 
new pix, making him the biggest 
contributor of outside product to 
General Film Deliveries, Rank’s 
distrib outfit. In his recent re- 
leases, including some of the big- 
gest grossers to hit British thea- 
tres, Balcon has perfected a hard- 
hitting, semi-documentary 





Mexico's Film Bank, Despite Flaws, 
Seen as Hypo to Native Production; 
Other Nations Follow Its Setup 


which Rank aims to adopt for his | 


own studios. 

“The Blue Lamp,” a Balcon pro- 
duction with a GFD releasing la- 
bel. is typical. Film is the second 


” 


biggest grosser in the history of 
British theatres. Only Samuel 
Goldwyn’s “Best Years” has had 


a bigger take in England. 

Rank is also hopeful that Bal- 
con's feel for the American market 
will tilt his revenues in the U. S. 
Three of Balcon’s pix, “Tight Little 
Island,” ‘‘Passport to Pimlico” and 
“Kind Hearts and Coronets,.”’ are 
doing well in the U. S., especially 
the first-named. Producer also has 
just finished “Dance Hall” and 
“Cage ot Gold,” Jean Simmons 
starrer, for delivery to Rank. 

British film magnate has been 
casting around the local scene for 
a producer with know-how to hoist 
his production wing out of its bad 
slump. Now the word is that Rank 
is satisfied to hand the ball to 
Balcon, 


British Govt. Asked To 
Give $2,800,000 to Fund 
For English Production 


London, June 15. 


A bill to replenish the coffers of 
the Film Finance Corp. has been 
presented to Parliament. It stands 
in the name of Board of Trade 
prexy. Harold Wilson, and is pro- 
posing to increase the film bank's 
capital by an_ extra 1,000,000 
pounds (about $2,800,000). It will 
have its second reading in the 
House of Commons in the next few 
days and will probably go through 
both legislative chambers during 
the current session. 

The Finance Corp., which came 
into being with a capital of 5,000,- 
000,000 pounds less than two years 
ago as the production crisis be- 
came acute, has now less than 
500,000 pounds in the kitty. 


The additional coin is required 





partly to finance a program of six) 


films being made on a co-operative 


basis by the Assn, of Cine and Al-. 


lied Technicians. All the money 


for this program is being provided | 


from the one source. 

Of-the original 5,000,000 pounds, 
more than half was loaned outright 
to British Lion, who since has 
been able to produce a string of 
British pix. None of this money 
as yet has been repaid although 
the company is regularly meeting 
interest payments. 





“Navajeevanam,” Tamil film 
copped the Madras governments 


gold medal award and trophy as) 


the best Tamil pic produced last 
year. No award was made to any 
.Teluga film. « 


,.| the Commerce Department’s 
style | 





Argent. Bands, Crooners — 


Seeking Higher Wages 
Montevideo, June 20. 

Bandleaders and crooners are 
increasing their wage demands 
over on the Argentine side of the 
River Plate since the government 
there banned quiz shows on the 
country’s networks. Action was 
taken in the belief that sponsors 
would have to turn to them to fill 


the void. 

But they have been consider- 
ably disappointed because’ the 
trend has been more towards 


booking outstanding singers, most- | 
ly operatic, like Delia Rigal or) 
Elsa Miranda, who has _ been! 
booked by Colgate for Radio| 
Mundo. Swift & Co. has sub-| 
stituted actor Marcos Caplan in a 
humorous series. 


lreland May Get 
U.S. Films Direct 





Washington, June 27. 

Irish distributors are continuing 
to discuss the possibility of direct 
importation of American films 
rather than obtaining them via | 
Britain, according to a report on | 
Ireland’s film situation released to- 
day by Nathan D. Golden, chief of | 
mo- 
branch. 


tion picture-photographic 


| Distribution in Ireland are becom- | 


ing particularly interested in direct 


importation because they fear be- 


ing hurt by any future restrictions 
placed on U. S. pix by the British 
government. However, the Irish 
government, with its shortage of 
dollars, is loathe to change the ex- 
isting system under which it pays 
for pictures in sterling. 

While American films continue 
to dominate the Irish scene and 


gross about 75% of all biz done.’ 


they have occasional bad spots in 
them which annoy the people of, 
the country. | 

*“The public reacts against the | 
so-called ‘stage Irishman’ portrayed 
with a pseudo-Irish accent, which | 


Mexico City, June 27. 


While feeling of industryites 
here concerning the government 
film bank is mixéd, there is general 
agreement that the official produc- 
tion financing agency has provided 
considerable hypo to Mexican film- 
making during the last five years 
Governmental coin is admitted to 
be at least partially responsible for 
pushing production here this year 
to an all-time high of 130 pix or 
more. That puts Mexico second 
only to Hollywood in quantity of 
production. 

Banco Nacional Cinematografico 
has attracted worldwide attention 
of those nations anxious to increase 
their production of films—the per- 
fect export. Britain’s National 
Film Finance Corp. is patterned in 
part, at least, on the Mexican 
model, and France and Italy have 
had their eye on it. 

From a_ strictly commercial 
standpoint, the Mexican film ban’*x 
has been no more successful than 
England’s NFFC, Both have 
dropped considerable coin, the 
Mexican capitalization now being 
down to a mere fraction of the 
43,000,000 pesos ($5,000,000) that 
the government has advanced to 
the bank. It has been more suc- 
cessful than its British counterpart, 
however, in hypoing production. 

Also Angels Theatre Building 

Aside from financing films, the 
Mex bank has also given aid in an- 
geling theatre building. It has 
loaned considerable funds to 
Emilio Azcarraga’s Cadena de Oro 
circuit for the erection of hangar- 
type theatres and has also recently 
advanced Teddy Gildred’s Credito 
Cinematografico ($475,000) for the 
same purpose. There are now 
about 1,800 theatres in Mexico and 
it is estimated there may be 2,000 
by the end of 1950. With no video 
(yet) and a limited amount of 
other competition, heavy increase 
in the number of houses since the 
end of the war has accounted for a 
continuing rise in business. 

Bank’s policy in indie produc- 
tion financing is to advance 65°o of 
budget. As in the case of com- 
mercial banks in the U. S., it gets 
its coin out first, after distribution 
fee, prints and advertising. 

Objection to the bank is based 
primarily on the fact that films it 
finances must be distributed 


is known in Ireland,” comments | through two releasing organiza- 
the report. “Sim-larly, the current | tions which it contro!s, one for the 
use of Irish names for thugs Or domestic market, Peliculas Na- 
burly, ignorant characters causes | cjonales, and for foreign, Peliculas 
annoyance. It is generally felt) Mexicanos, Both are semi-official 
that, in view of the frequent refer- | organizations with their stock con- 
ence which U. S. films make to Ire- | troiled by the bank. There’s gen- 
land, producers should seek the ad-' era} satisfaction with the job dene 
vice of Irishmen in America so aS | hy the overseas outfit, which is said 
to avoid giving an unnecessarily tg be an efficient sales organiza- 
false representation of Ireland OF | tion. 
“ae poo Seip Bank’s Domestic Distrib NSG 
Irish picture production is vir- Domestic setup, on the other 
tually nil. Last year the country hand, is viewed very unenthusias- 


turned out three newsreels, a doc- 
umentary on the Irish Mercantile 
Marine and three pictorials for dis- 
tribution by the Irish Tourist 


tically by producers who are foreed 
to distribute their pix through it 
They charge that once it derives 


enough income from a film to get 
the bank off the hook, it loses its 
sales enthusiasm. 
Aside from this distribution an- 
| gle, objection to the bank activi- 
ties comes from some conservative 
| quarters that feel the government 
Amsterdam, June 16. | has no place in private industry. 
Holland Music Festival, which | Even the right-wingers, however, 
opened yesterday (15), will run | admit that the bank operates with- 
for a month, taking place all over | out undue pressure from political 
‘Holland, with events scheduled in. sources. 
seven different cities, all within There is likewis@ no charge of 


Assn. 


Amsterdam Hotels Full 
For Dutch Music Fes 





‘easy distance of Amsterdam. Hotels | censorship by the bank, since 
here are booked solidly for the du-| Mexico has government pre-pro- 
ration. Not too many Americans duction censorship anyway. Bank 


are in evidence yet, but are ex-| accepts any script that has the 
‘pected toward the end of the okay of the official blue-pencillers. 
month. | Bank has a considerable safeguard 
A revival of Weber's opera, against any single producer getting 
“Oberon,” tonight (16) here was rich on its resources. It won't ad- 
marked by guest-conductor Pierre | vance the coin for more than two 
Monteux receiving the award of, pix to any producer per year. It 
Commander in the Order of the also won't allow him to put his 
Orange Nassau, given him person- own services into the budget for 
ally by Queen Juliana. It was the more than $1,750. 
San Francisco Symphony maestro’s; Beyond the 65% provided by the 
/75th birthday. Spotted at the opera bank, the producer must get up al- 
were Met singer Martha Lipton and most all cash. Deferments by ac- 
Carleton Smith, of the National tors*and other personnel, such as 
Arts Foundation. Dancers Rosario | is usual in Hollywood, are virtually 
and Antonio are also here, giving unknown here. There are also no 
‘the first of two recitals July 17. | regular sources of second money 
Folksinger Virginia Davis arriyed so the producer must put up his 
in Amsterdam today for a concert | own coin or get it from private in- 
July 10 in the Cultural Center Von-  vestors— frequently the theatre 
'delpark pavilion. Concert has been circuit owners. Amounts are not 
‘inserted into the regular schedule too large since the average film is 
of the festival. ‘ pudgeted at only about $50,000. 
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Louella Parsons started it: “I HAVE SEEN A 


PRACTICALLY PERFECT PICTURE!” The 
BIG national advertising campaign; the national 
awards and honors; the World Premiere at the | 
Roxy, July 21; the gala event-premieres in 4 . | 





Western cities will make “Broken Atrow” the 
most discussed picture of the year! 
JAMES STEWART in BROKEN ARROW: Color by TECHNICOLOR with JEFF CHANDLER: DEBRA PAGET and ! 


Basil Ruysdael- Will Geer: Joyce MacKenzie: Arthur Hunnicutt: Directed by DELMER DAVES-Produced by | 
JULIAN BLAUSTEIN: Screen Play by Michael Blankfort:Based on the Novel ‘Blood Brother’ by Eliott Arnold | 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Senator Edwin C. Johnson of Colorado, who not long ago lambasted 
the film industry on the floor of Congress and threatened to introduce 


a Federal licensing bill for picture personnel, turned reviewer recently. | 
Invited to a screening of the Italian-made “Bicycle Thief” at the Na- | 
tional Press Club in Washington as a result of his evident interest in. 


the picture industry, he wrote a highly-laudatory review of the film. 


it appeared in Colorado, official organ of the Democratic organization. 


in that state. 


“Last night,” he wrote, “I enjoyed that film of films, ‘Bicycle Thief.’ | 
Truly it is the most fascinating picture I have ever seen.” Johnson ends | 


up, after more than a column, with a direct pitch to his readers to see 
the film. Before that, however, he praises director Vittorio de Sica’s 
casting of the picture almost completely with amateurs. That gives him 
opportunity for some comments on Hollywood—which disturbed him 
into his recent attack because of its allegedly capitalizing on miscon- 
duct of stars. 

“This picture ought to do something for Holllywood,” states the 
senatorial reviewer. “Hollywood forever does its best to make us for- 
get the story and think only of some overpublicized star. Hollywood 
even distorts a good story to make it fit some inflated film great. No 
wonder the boxoffice is falling off. No Hollywood glamour snob can 
act the part of the woodchopper as well as a woodsman right out there 
in the timber. ... Under the Hollywood system the producers create 
stars; then the stars become the Frankensteins who make the producers 
eal out of their hands like beggars. In Italy the film is produced the 
way it should be, without Frankenstein's consent.” 


Some 1,800 theatres which sponsor Roy Rogers Riders clubs have 
been offered a fund-raising plan by Rogers, Republic Pictures and the 
National Kids’ Day Foundation. Coin would go to help underprivileged 
children and at the same time it’s claimed that exhibs will increase 
their b.o. take with paid-in-advance admissions. A non-profit charitable 
organization, the foundation is distributing buttons to theatremen 
which Riders club members will sell for 10c apiece during September. 
Buttons are to be worn Sept. 23, National Kids’ Day. Houses in ques- 
tion would be used as a clearing center for all button sales. Money 
received by club members is to be turned oyer to theatre managers. 
Out of every dollar the house retains 50c, for which the moppet sales- 
men are handed 50c worth of admission tix good until used. Other 
four bits goes to the Foundation Fund. 


Not only has the boxoffice pull of Hollywood product been slipping at 
civilian theatres throughout the country, but their draw has also been 
slackening at nationwide Air Force. Army and Navy bases. Typical of 
the change in GI tastes is the experience of the lone 900-seater at 
\litchel Field Air Force Base, L. I. In the past 30 days audiences at 
the house averaged 568 persons nightly, compared to a 1949 average 
of more than 700. 

Two other film theatres at Mitchel Field were forced to close since 
the first of the year due to unprofitable operations. Remaining house 
has two performances an evening with Saturday and Sunday matinees. 
Its bill was previously changed five times weekly, but now a new fea- 
ture is screened each night. Best grosser over the past four weeks was 
Metro's “Father of the Bride,” with 855 patrons turning out. 


Julius Kleir, who was named last week by Columbia to act as public 
relations consultant for the company, will handle Col’s political chores 
in Washington. As such. Klein will have a job parallel to that of 
Carter Barron of Metro; Tony Muto of 20th-Fox, and A. Julian Bry- 
lawski of Warner Bros. Klein heads his own p.r. org. 

teportedly, new Col consultant will receive $50,000 vearly for his 
duties. Currently the head of the Jewish War Veterans, Klein served 
as personal consultant to Louis B. Maver at Metro for many years be- 
sides repping the Schine circuit and other showbiz accounts. 

Because the script is heavy with U. S. colloquialisms that Britishers 
won't understand, Columbia is shooting what amounts to a British ver- 
sion of “Born Yesterday’’—but shooting is going on almost simultane- 
ously with the regular version at a considerable saving in production 
time. After a shot for the domestic market, which includes verbiage 
the English won't get, director George Cukor puts the stars through 
their paces for a wild soundtrack which will be dubbed ‘tinto the for- 
eign print. Examples of changes being made are ‘“‘suitcase” for “kees- 
ter.” “lift” for “elevator,” “petrol” for “gasoline,” and “tramp” for 
“bum.” which has an entirely different meaning to Britons. 


Paramount pulled a coup this week when the major’s flackery pro- 
moted publication of the complete shooting script of “Sunset Boule- 
vard” in last weekend's Book-of-the-Week section of the N. Y. Post. 
Ordinarily the Post’s feature is restricted to best selling novels. On 
Pars urging, editors decided that the Charles Brackett-Billy Wilder 
script had sufficient literary merit. 


IA Against Anglo Pact 


Centinued from page 4 


























Hollywood technicians are now un- 


employed. If 10 or 15 pictures a (26) to Johnston and Ellis Arnall, 


year are made away from the U.S.. 


this unemployment figure would 
rise to 50%. Right now, he said. 
the number of unemployed in 


Hollywood equals the total num- 
ber of technicians working in the 
British industry. 

IA prez said he had warned 
Jobnston of the danger of other 
countries following the British 
lead, if the Yanks agree to the 
British proposal. Irish labor lead- 
er asked him in Dublin, he said. 
when the American producers 
would start making films in Ire- 
land. That can spread to other 
countries throughout the world 
Which have frozen American funds. 
and it would all add up to more 
nem pT meen for the U. S. indus- 
rv 

if American. producers had their 
choice, Walsh said, they would all 
rather produce in America than in 
a toreign country. And, he point- 
ed out. if Metro had decided to 
inake “Quo Vadis” in Hollywood 
rather than in Italy, the produc- 
tion would immediately have 
solved the entire unemployment 
Situation for the costumers’ union 
in Hollywood. He declared that 
the MPAA, “if it was smart.” 
should have a labor representative 
sit in on any future negotiations 
with the British, even if only in 
an advisory capacity. 


llollywood AFL Film Council, 


4-Ply Yippees 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Newest wrinkle in oaters is 
guest stars. 
In Roy Rogers’ “Trail of 
Robin Hood,” Republic’s three 
, other western stars, Allan 
“Rocky” Lane, Monte Hale 
and Rex Allen, will each do a 
spot with the hoss he uses in 
his own series and help Rogers 
round up the heavies at the 
fadeout. 


Archibald Reported 
In Line for Prexy Of 
British Films Council 


London, June 27. 

Baron Archibald of Woodside 
(George Archibald), Labor mem- 
ber of the House of Peers, report- 
edly will teave the J. Arthur Rank 
organization within a few 
His departure follows a long series 
of disagreements with Rank’s chief 
lieutenant. John Davis. 

Wardour street reports are that 
Archibald is in line for the post 
of président of the British Films 
Council, trade advisory group to 
the government. He is former co- 
managing director for United Art- 








Four ‘Overage Majors Lose Big Chunk 
Of Iced Francs (Plus $) in Hays Edict 


| 
! 


+ 


weeks. | 





KRAMER, UA WIN 1ST 
ROUND ON ITALO ‘MEN’ 


United Artists, producer Stanley 
Kramer and Robert Haggiag won 
the first round in a legal battle 
with Sigmund Schlager, indie pro- 
ducer, when N. Y. supreme court 
Justice Henry Clay Greenberg this 
week refused to issue a temporary 
injunction restraining the sale of 
the Italian distrib rights to Kramer’s 
pic, “The Men.” Court held a sub- 
stantial question has been raised 
on whether Schlager holds a con- 
tract to handle the film in Italy. 


Schlager’s suit contends that on 
April 13, 1950, he made a deal 


| with Kramer to pay $39,000 for the 


| Italian rights. 


ists in England and held a top post | 
in the British Ministry of Informa- | 


tion in the U. S. during the war. 


13 M-G RELEASES — 
FOR FINAL 4 MOS. 


Gearing 





its releasing schedule | 


to the upped production on the. 


Culver City lot, Metro has set a 
minimum of 13 releases for the 
four final months of the year. In 
So doing, company is boosting its 
pace over last year by two new 
pix and one reissue. In all, M-G 
will have at least 40 pix hitting 
the theatres in the current 12 
months against 35 turned loose in 
1949. 


| film 


| effect 


Three other films may be handed | 


general release dates during 1950. 
These are “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
“Stars in My Crown” and “The 
Next Voice You Hear.” First two 
have already had a number of pre- 
release engagements, while “Next 
Voice” world-preems at Radio City 
Music Hall Thursday (29). 

Same fast pace will be main- 
tained by Metro in July and Au- 
gust when the company releases 
seven films. Likelihood is that the 
major will boost its rate further 
in 1951 in yiew of its big produc- 
tion plans, 





‘Sullivan Launches Drive 


To Slash Freight Rates 


Silver City, N. M., June 27. 
Drive to reduce freight rates on 
the shipment of prints was 
launched here: today (Tues.) by 
Gael Sullivan, exec. director of the 
Theatre Owners of America. Sul- 


_livan is asking exhibs to join him 


in a campaign to win lower rates 
from Railway Express Agency, na- 
tional transportation concern which 
handles almost all print deliveries. 
It is his contention that the tariff 
is too high and should be whittled 


| 25%. 


meanwhile, sent telegrams Monday | 


prez of the Saeciety of Independent | 


Motion Picture Producers, outlin- 
ing its opposition to the British 
proposals. 
as “opposing in every way open to 
organized labor the compulsory 
and penalizing provisions” of the 
projected agreement. It said ac- 
ceptance of the plan would consti- 
tute “a sellout of American labor” 
and “a degredation of the entire 
American film industry.” 


Defer UJA Dinner 


Dinner of United Jewish Appeal 
honoring company prexies and 
other showbiz figures has been 
postponed to Sept. 19 because of 
hot weather. Affair, slated for the 
Waldorf-Astoria hotel, was origi- 
nally scheduled for June 29. Post- 
ponement of the date will cause 
cancellation of visits by a number 
of Coast execs. 

Fete is aimed at honoring past 
and present chairmen of the UJA’s 
amusement division, including Bar- 
ney Balaban. Nate J. Blumberg. 
Harry Cohn, Ned E. Depinet, Nich- 
olas M. Schenck, Grad Sears, Spy- 
ros P. Skouras, Harry M. Warner, 
Herman Robbins and Lee Shubert. 
Harry Brandt is dinner chairman. 





~ 


Announcement of the new cam- 
paign came at the annual conven- 
tion here of the Theatre Owners 


| Assn. of New Mexico during a talk 


Wires quoted the union | 


by Sullivan. The drive actually 
represents the second attempt to 
bring about a reduction of rates 
since Sullivan some two years ago 
carried on lengthy negotiations 
with Railway Express. His re- 
quest was nixed at that time. 
Current rate represents a full 
tariff on freight. At one time, the 


rate was one-and-one-half for a 
round trip on a print. Sullivan 
wants that rate restored. It would 


save exhibs hundreds of thousands 
of dollars yearly since they bear 
the freight charges both ways. 
TOAer is opening his new drive at 
the present time because the ship- 
ping company will win tax savings 
under the new excise laws. 

» TOA official also discussed the 
current tax drive by the industry 
as well as the field of competitive 
bidding. TOA wants the distribs 
to open all winning bids. Sullivan 
returns to New York at the end of 
the week. 





More M-G Tint Shorts 
Hollywood, June 27. 


Metro is increasing its use of 
color in short subjects. 
Studio’s 1950-51 slate includes 


22 cartoons and eight James A. 
FitzPatrick “People on Parade” 
shorts in tint. 


| Code 


Both UA and Kra- 
mer called off the deal, suit alleges, 
when Haggiag offered $45.000 for 
the film. His offer of a downgpay- 
ment of 25% was then rejected by 
the defendants, Schlager claims. 

Plaintiff seeks to restrain Hag- 
giag from taking over the pic. He 
must, however, await final decision 
after trial in view of the court’s 
ruling. O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery 
& Lawler rep the defendants. 








Britain Nixes 


Continued from page 3 —— 











vets on 
on cer- 


the 
paraplegia 


to relatives of 
the effect of 
tain biologic functions, such as 
the bladder. Curiously, British 
objection is not to explanation of 
on reproductive activities, 
which was a source of Production 
Administration squeamish- 


| ness in the early scripting davs of 


ithe film. 


Breen office later agreed 


ithat this discussion by the doctor 


(Everett Sloan) was handled in 
such good taste there was no room 
for a squawk. 

Kramer contends that. while the 
cuts demanded are minor from the 
standpoint of footage. they are 
highly important to the picture. 
Scene showing the anxiety of tie 
wives and mothers of the vets dur- 


'ing the doctor’s talk is claimed by 


the producer to give 
tempo to the film. 
While abroad, Schaefer wil! also 
discuss booking of the pic in tng- 
land and France. 
be gone about 10 days. 


mood and 


Glass is 


| east for discussions with his New 


York flack chief, Myer P. Beck 
and with Howard LeSieur, pub-ad 
chief for United Artists, which is 

















distributing “The Men.” He re- 

turns to the Coast Friday (30). 
Wilby-Kincey 
Continued from page 3 

the situation warrants. W-K’'s dra- 


matic move may spark into action 
the longtime latent antipathy of 
exhibs to critics who let aesthetic 
considerations their 
function as a guide to entertaining 
films. 

Robert B. Wilby. prez of the W-K 
circuit, queried in Atlanta 


supersede 


results of the trailer, but planned 
no individual continuing feud with 
the critics. Since the Clifton Webb- 
starrer will be one of the vear’s 
top grossers, W-K staff was riled 
at the flagrant difference of opin- 
ion between Time’s reviewer and 
the audience. It may repeat the 
fingerpointing at Time or any other 
publication if the situation arises 
again. 

Wilby said that audiences found 
the trailer humorous. Running im- 
mediately after each showing of 
the picture, it said: 


“Ladies and Gentlemen: You 
have just seen and enjoved ‘Cheap- 
er by the Dozen.’ Here is what the 
Time magazine movie critic had to 
say about it: ‘A plotless string of 
mild rambling anecdotes with Clif- 


ton (Belvedere) Webb miscast in 
the central role. It is not much 
more fun than leafing through 


somebody else’s family album.’ 
“We bring this to your atten- 
tion in order to prove that you can- 
not rely on the taste and judgment 
of smart-alecky critics who try to 
choose your motion picture enter- 


‘tainment.” 


* Provision in 


He expecis to) 


- fits. 


this | 
week, said he was well-pleased with | 


the decision last 
| week of Will H. Hays, who sat as 
| arbitrator on an intra-company dis- 
_pute over French remittances, has 
| upset considerably the calculations 
,of Paramount, United Artists, 
Warner Bros. and 20th-Fox, the 
four losing “overage” companies. 
While the general ruling in favor 
of “underage” majors has been ac- 
cepted without question, the four 
companies are disturbed over a 
proviso which permits Universal, 
Metro, RKO and Columbia to re- 
pay dollars turned over to them in 
the U. S. with francs at a rate of 
119.3 per dollar. 

Four “overage” companies stand 
to lose a big chunk of francs by 
the transaction. Reason for that 
loss is the fact that francs are cur- 
rently 350 per dollar, or only one- 
third the value on June 17, 1947, 
when the agreement on how to allo- 
cate dollars among the companies 
was reached. Since the total amount 
involved is $1,572,138, a little pen- 
cil work by the losing companies 
indicates that they will drop 390,- 
000,000 francs in frozen currency 
because of the unfavorable ex- 
change rate. 

This figure is arrived at by com- 
puting that the four “overage” out- 
fits paid out 550,000,000 francs or 
thereabouts to convert the curren- 
cy into $1,572,138 that was remit- 
ted. They will receive from the 
four other companies (at 119.3 
francs per dollar) a-total of 160,- 
400,000 francs. The Hays decision 
requires the four losers to turn 
over the dollars in the U. S. and 
be repaid in francs in France. 

Understood that Warners stands 
to lose the most because the com- 
pany had the biggest stake in the 

$1,572,138. Paramount’s slice is 
estimated at $300,000. while both 
UA and 20th each had a $400,000 
cut, with WB owning the balance. 
Allocation is based on gross bill- 
ings, Dut this amount is varied by 
the amount of francs used up lo- 
cally in France. 

To Columbia. RKO and U, the 
$400,000 or thereabouts which each 
will receive will mean a substantial 
difference in each company’s net 
profit reports. The coin had here- 
tofore been held in escrow, and 
did not, therefore, appear in profit 
, statements. Since the earnings of 
each of these companies is less 
than $2,000,000 yearly, the French 
take would mean a hypo of at least 
25%. 

Little surprise is expressed as 
to the ruling. It was felt alJj along 
that the position taken by 20th, one 
of the “ovarage’’ companies, to the 
effect that the “underage” outfits 
were in the right considerably ham- 
pered the case of the former out- 


Dispute arose because four of the 
companies had insufficient frozen 
francs to convert into dollars un- 
der the Franco-U. S. film pact 


, which permitted a blanket sum for 


the industry. As a consequence, 
the four “overage” companies were 
able to remit more than their 
share based on prorated gross bill- 
ings of all companies. 


Seek to Cut U.S. Tariff 
On Imported Film 


Washington. June 27. 


A drive to reduce U. S. tariffs on 
imported film is expected to be 
one of the features of the Interna- 
tional Trade Conference at Tor- 
quay, England, next fall. 

Matter has become important be- 
cause the U. S. has announced 
abrogation of its trade treaty wiih 
Mexico. Mexico long ago failed to 
live up to its end of the deal to 
provide lower duties. However, this 
Mexican agreement includes the 
section which reduces the duty on 
35m negatives from 3c to l!ec per 
linear foot; and the duty on im- 
ported prints from 1! 2c to Ic per. 

Under the trade agreements, 
the most favorable rate U. S. 
grants to any nation also goes io 
other countries in the trade agree- 
ment deal. Thus. the Mexican 
treaty rates are the ones which 
have been applying to virtually all 
the rest of the world. With this 
treaty abrogated. the old, higher 
rates would go back into effect for 
all countries. The abrogation be- 
comes effective in. six months, 
which gives adequate time to save 
the lower rates at Torquay. 
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Balaban & Katz 
-In Full-Fledged — 
IV Use for Bally 





| 


Chicago, June 27. | 


Full-fledged use of television as 
a promotional medium for motion 
pictures and theatre attendance 
was announced last week by Wil- 
liam K. Hollander, pub-ad chief of 
the Balaban & Katz circuit. Flacks 
for the circuit said they would like 
to see the publicity staffs of the 
majors turn out television books 
which would list promotional ideas 
for television use. These would 
be similar to present press books, 
but with all copy and ideas slanted 
for video audiences. 

B&K toppers feel that television, 
like any other meidum of public 
information, can be used to bolster 
theatre attendance. Aside from 
the medium’s advertising chan- 
nels, there are all kinds of promo- 
tional programs that can be used, 
they say. Even television adver- 
tising is better received by the 
viewer than other forms, they say, 
because it is received in a relaxed 
atmosphere. 

Circuit has its own TV station, 
WBKB, on which in past weeks it 
has been using promotional pack- 
ages for its first-run pix. In pro- 
moting “Father of the Bride,” now 
at the Chicago, a real wedding was 
performed on the Bill Evans show, 
with a member of the Chicago the- 
atre orch the groom. 

Even more intense was the ad- 
vance promotion for “D.O.A.,” at 
the United Artists. For the week 
before the opening, circuit tele- 
cast 23 spot announcements, and 
filled in the trailer as often as the 
opportunity occurred, about five to 
eight times. The night before the 
opening, circuit ran a 20-minute 
panel discussion on famous “Dead 
on Arrival’ cases in Chicago. In- 
cluded in panel were a police re- 
porter, a special investigator from 
the District Attorney’s office, a 
chief from the sheriffs’ police, and 


the Cook County Coroner, A. L. 
Brodie. Station has also been 
showing trailers and spot an- 
nouncements during showing of 
pic. 


Institutional promotion also gets 
a heavy part of WBKB’s program- 
ming. Weather forecasts, for ex- 
ample, stress the air conditioning 
in B&K theatres. Time announce- 
ments are supplemented by a com-, 
ment like, “And it’s time to go to 
a motion picture theatre.” 

No actual and tangible results 
can be ascertained from the TV 
promotion except that gross for 
“Father of the Bride” for the first 
week was best since Christmas. 
But all Loop business was good 
that week, owing to a break in the 
hot spell during the weekend. 
“D.O.A.” looks a fast biz getter in 
this, its initial week, but how much 
of it comes from the TV promo- 
tion can’t be known. 

B&K will definitely use TV for 
any picture that lends itself to pro- 
motion in that medium. They’ll 
welcome any help from the majors 
in doing it, too. 


Ricketson Backed 


Continued from page 3 




















on accepting the post. Skouras, 
however, is urging the Ricketson 
nomination in the belief he can 
induce Ricketson to take over. 

Brecher has been pushing his in- 
terviews with a number of promi- 
nent filmites to determine which 
of these are available as well as 
to size up their qualifications. In 
so doing, Brecher has consulted 
with important film company and 
circuit exets as to their reactions. 
Included among these are Barney 
Balaban, Paramount prez, and Si 
Fabian, circuit operator. 


Initial soundings by the Brecher , 


committee members indicate an 
intention of paying a modest salary 
for the post well below those in 
parallel jobs with any of the com- 
panies. Reportedly, the figure 
quoted is in the neighborhood of 
$25,000 for the big exec notch. 
Subordinate jobs would bring with 
them a considerably lower stipend. 

Because of the requirement of 
unanimous consent by all COMPO 
members, the Brecher committee’s 
chores are tough. It must come 
up with a name which would carry 
weight outside of the industry 
while being  non-controversial 
within the industry itself. 


The Commission feels strongly that 





War Scare Key to Pact 


War scare which hit the na- 
tion over the weekend as a re- 
sult of the Korea fighting is 
figuring in thinking of major 
company execs on the pending 
Anglo-U. S. films agreement. 
Pact proposed by the British 
contains anu incentive clause in- 
creasing convertibility of fro- 
zen coin beyond $17,000,000 
for any pickup in U. S. pro- 
duction in England and penal- 
izing Yank firms for any de- 
crease. 

Add to the Americans’ other 
reasons for opposing the in- 
centive plan is fear’ that 


Phonevision Tests 


Continued from page 4 


misunderstood the cofiditions un- 
der which the authorization for 
the Phonevision tests was given. 
“It is apparent,” agency said, 
“that other dealers may have been 
similarly misled and that the pur- 
chasing public also may have been 
led to believe that a ‘Phonevision’ 
decoding outlet was essential to 
protect their receivers against Ob-| 
solescence and that ‘Phonevision’ | 
had been or would shortly be au- 
thorized by the Commission.” | 








Actions ‘Not: Consistent’ should a worldwide conflagra- 
Agency advised Zenith it is of tion break out, any U. S. pro- 
the opinion its actions “have not duction in England would 


probably be impossible. Should 
the Yanks ever go for any form 
of the incentive plan, provi- 
sions covering such a national 
emergency undoubtedly will 
be inserted. 


been consistent” with the terms of 
the test authorization which re- 
quire that the company avoid giv-| 
ing any impression that Phonevis- 
ion will be licensed on a regular 
basis. Commission said it feels that 
the offer to manufacturers to put 
in decoder outlets on a contingent 
credit basis could be expected to 
result in the sale of many TV re- 
ceivers containing the outlets “and 
that you might well have anticipat- 
ed that your dealers and the pur- ¢o ¢all it that, stating merely ‘that 
chasing public would be misled to the members wanted Johnston to 
believe that ‘Phonevision’ has been talk further with the British. In 
Om Will be authorized on a regu- addition to SIMPP’s and labor’s 








Anglo Plan 
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lar basis.” ; ange , attitude, majors were influenced by 
Commission said its experience reports of England’s improving 
has been ‘that the premature mar- financial position. Gold reserves, 


keting, advertising or distribution | which Johnston and Ellis Arnall, 
to the public of apparatus which | SIMpPP prexy, had been told at the 
is intended to be used in a neW gecent London negotiating meet- 
radio service which has only been jngs were still in poor shape, have 
proposed, or has only been author-| improved considerably, according 
ized on an experimental basis, can to official British treasury reports. 
lead to a substantial investment by MPAA objection, as was that of 
the public in the service. ___ SIMPP and labor, was based on the 

“Such an investment then limits jncentive plan for U. 
the freedom of the Commission in tion in Britain. There is particular 
reaching a determination that best objection to Wilson’s proposal of a 
serves the overall public interest, penalty cutting remittances to Yank 


since the Commission is placed in qdistribs below $17,000,000 if their | ve 


the position of being required to production in England is less than 
protect the public’s investment. ... that averaged during the past two 

: years. 
any propouent of a new radio serv- Americans have also been led to 
ice can best serve the public in believe they can get a better deal 


the pre-experimental and experi- by further negotiation, particularly | 
in view of the State Department’s | 


mental period by exercising re- 
straint in publicizing the proposed | sudden interest. 
in advertising, 


As a result, it is 


new service and ; expected that the new pact will 
selling or distributing the ap- ‘probably be similar, except for 
paratus to be used in the new minor changes, to the two-year 


agreement which expired June 13. 
{t will probably provide for $17,- 
000,000 in convertibility annually 
E. M. Webster to allowing the without the production incentive 
Phonevision test without first hold- angles. In addition, the Yanks will 
ing a hearing. Webster feared the give up the “B Pool” arrangement, 
tests would give the public the giving them a bonus on exhibition 
impression that subscription video of British pix in the U. S. In re- 
is “just around the corner.” Re- turn they'll get the right to convert 
gardless cf what conditions might frozen sterling to the exchange of 
be imposed, he had stated, he was other soft currency countries. 
enough of ‘“‘a realist” to realize that A side aspect of the agreement 
the authorization would put the will be Yank concession to drop the 
agency in the position “of prema- “ynit” plan of exhibition in Eng- 
turely arousing the public to fear land (prohibition against playing 
a disturbance of their interest in Hollywood pix on dual bills with 
television,” Either Zenith or some- British product) in return for guar- 
one else, he said, would “con- antees that there will be no 
sciously or unconsciously intimate changes in laws or regulations 
that because of the Commission’s worsening the American position 
action, Phonevision will become once a pact has been inked. 
the future television system.” Sudden interest of Ambassador 


service.” 
Present situation recalls the dis- 
senting vote last February by Cdr. 


Zenith is asking that the date Douglas in the film situation came | 
for commencing the Phonevision as a complete surprise to Yank film | 


tests be extended to Oct. 1, 1950. toppers in New York. First they 


knew about his action was 
Carter New SPG Prez; 





to Johnston from Fayette W. All- 









Nat’l Group 


Continued from page 3 


chairman. One of the big objec- 
tives of NETTC is for a unified 
front when Federal Communica- 
tions Commission hears the indus- 
try’s plea for exclusive TV theatre 
channels. 





To Ask V. H. F. Channels 


As things now stand, Allied in- | 


tends to ask the FCC for V.H.F. | 
channels while other industryites 
want the micro-wave range. Al- | 
lied contends that micro-waves are | 
only suitable for 1,500-2,000 of the | 





| large, 


| hand, 
| Allied plea will jeopardize the in-| 


S. produc: | 


| large-screen 


| country. 


| Fabian, Walker, 


in a. 
brief and somewhat baffling cable | 
sg . 4 | Kermit C. Stengel, J. Myer Schine, | 


metropolitan theatres. It) 
claims no quarrel with micro-wave 
exponents but believes the FCC 
could grant both. On the other | 
other filmites fear that the 


dustry’s entire case. 

Generally speaking, purpose of 
the new org is directed toward re- 
search on the application of tele 
to theatre use; for promotion of | 
theatre TV’s development; and the 
ways of making the new medium 
useful as a public service by per- | 
mitting theatres to be employed 
during non-operating hours for ed- 
ucational and welfare programs 
and use by government agencies. 

One big nut which the group 
must crack sooner or later is on 
exclusive programs for theatres. 
Without exclusivity, there is little 
possibility that any bitg number of 
flickeries will take up the expen- 
sive large-screen equipment. It is 
likely that some attempt will be 
made to guarantee a steady supply 
of exclusive programs of sufficient 
wallop to lure patrons. 


New org will be incorporated in 
Washington. Si Fabian, circuit 
operator, has been tagged as dt 


Fabian as Treasurer | 


All exhibs will be invited to 
join whether they intend to install 
equipment or not. | 
First meet was initiated by Fabian | 
and Leonard H. Goldenson, United 
Paramount prez. 

In accepting the job of organ- 
izing chairman, Walker referred 
not only to commercial possibili- 
ties but also its use as a public 
service to the federal and local 
governments. Indicating the pub- 
lic service line already taken in 
petitions to the FCC, Walker said 
that theatre video could be used 
widely in disaster® or war emer- 
gencies. “I also can envision our 
theatres being used for morning 
television programs on adult edu- 
cation, teaching citizenship, home- 
making and helping the farmer | 


'and small business man with their | E 
1 | feuding, and agreed that the com- 


problems,” he added. | 


Big exhib turnout at the first 
meet came from all parts of the | 
Those on hafid were 
Samuel Pinanski, Goldenson, | 
Paul Levi, Ben- 
jamin C. Trustman, Nate Halpern, 
Robert H. O’Brien, Sidney Lust, 
Max A. Cohen, Jim Sharkey, Frank 
E. Cahill, Jr., Harry Goldberg, Al- | 
bert Fioersheimer, Joseph R.) 
Vogel, Leopold Friedman, R. V. | 
Wemple, Samuel Rinzler, Emanuel | 
Frisch, J. Lee Rankin, Sol | 
Schwartz, Charles F. Horstman, | 


| 


| exhibs 


| cide to abandon the 


| ($17,250) 


It May Become ‘Ticket 
To Sheriff’s Daughter’: 
Then Watch the B.0. 


Twentieth-Fox is trying a new 
tack in switching titles on a pic- 
ture, giving exhibitors the choice 
of utilizing the original tag or the 
new one. Picture is “Ticket to 
Tomahawk.” Film has consistent- 
ly grossed below expectations and 
20th execs believe at least part of 
the n.s.g. business may be traced 
to the ‘“‘Tomahawk’”’ title. 

As a result, the Orpheum thea- 
tre in Tulsa, operated by National 
Theatres, tested the film under the 
label, “The Sheriff's Daughter,” 
and toted up a gross more than 
double the opening-day average of 
four previous 20th films to play 
that house. To ballyhoo the title, 


‘the theatre ran a unique ad cam- 


paign in the form of a personal 
message from the manager. Using 
such lines in the copy as “I Like 
Terrific Pictures To Have the 
Right Title” and “I Didn't Like the 
Title Either,” the ads black out 
the “Tomahawk” label,  super- 
imposing the “Daughter” tag. 

As a result of the good biz 
racked up in Tulsa, the 20th home- 
office has ordered three ads to be 
included in the regular pressbook 
using the “Daughter” tag, so that 
can buy whichever they 
think better. Another test is to be 
run in a Fox house in Memphis 


| this week and, if it proves equally 


successful, the company may de- 
“Tomahawk” 
name entirely. Film has already 
played most of its key-city first- 
run engagements. 


SELZNICK IN 2D SNAG 
ON UA RENTALS TIFF 


David O. Selznick has met a sec- 
ond rebuff in his attempt to force 
United Artists to arbitrate a dis- 
pute on rentals for four DOS pix. 
Application by the indie producer 
for reargument of his suit involv- 
ing $94,709 plus 10,764,961 lire 
.met defeat this week 
when N. J. supreme court Justice 
Ernest Hammer affirmed his origi- 
nal decision. It is expected that 
Selzwick will now bring a full-scale 
action to test his rights. 

Indie filmmaker has been trying 
to bring about arbitration of his 
claim by Price, Waterhouse & Co., 
accounting firm, which he asserts 
should pass on any disputes under 
a distribution pact made in Feb- 
ruary, 1947. At that time Selznick 
made his peace with UA after long 





pany should. continue handling 
“Since You Went Away,” “I'll Be 
Seeing You,’ “Spellbound” and 
“Rebecca.” 

Number of UA charges against 
the pix are being challenged by 


DOS. One of these is for $10,000 
| allocated to help pay a Grad Sears 


sales drive. He also disputes a sum 


of money sidetracked to pay for 


the exploitation of a book on the 
life of Selznick. 

Paine, Kramer & Marx are front- 
ing for DOS in the court fight, 
while O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery & 
Lawler are in UA’s corner. 
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Protest $150 Initiation 


Hollywood, June 27. 


New officers of the Screen Pub- 
licists Guild are Kenneth Carter, 


president; Nat James, vice-presi- ; 
' dent; 


Homer Davies, treasurer; 
Ann Del Valle, recording secre- 
tary; George Lait, 12-month 
trustee; Dan Thomas, 18-month 
trustee and Jack Gold, conductor. 



































Election for post of business part of a contefnplated cut in ad- 
manager will be held at member- mission taxes. Douglas’ objection 
ship meeting July 18, with three to both proposals was on the basis 


candidates up for the job. These of the same U. S. customs and. 


include the present manager, Milt tariff regulations. 

Gottlieb and two others, William Douglas maintained that British 

Schuyler and Tom Wood. Don,jPplans would be discriminatory and 

Boutyette and Jack Mullen, tied for would force the U. S. under the 
office of financial secretary, also law to resort to retaliatory meas- 
will run it off at the July meeting. ures against British films here. 

| Meanwhile, 30-odd members of | What affled Johnston and _ his 
the IATSE press agent faction, Colleagues was how and why Doug- 
which was defeated in recent aS suddenly got into the act. They 

'NLRB voting, have _ protested Were pleased but bewildered, since 
SPG's insistence that they pay $150 he had never shown any great in- 
initiation fees for reinstatement. '€rest in Yank picture problems 
SPG has served notice that under , Pefore. 

_the union shop contract that these | 
dissidents face possible loss of 
their jobs if they fail to pay. | 

Studio labor relations directors 
admitted unofficially that they are 
receptive to complaints of the 

_IATSE flacks and will press to see 
that the dispute goes to arbitra- 

tion. Officially, however, no stu- 
dio communicated with the dissi- 
dent element. 





Yank ‘Bob & Sally’ 


Toronto, June 27. 
Following protests from 
Health League of Canada, the 
League of Decency, the Council of 
Churches and several women’s or- 
| anizations, “Bob and Sally,” a sex- 
'education film, has been yanked 
\from distribution on personal or- 
ders of Premier Frost. 


led. 


the 
ti 


| regardless of how 


| gling 
‘producer a fair break, 


from fixing admission prices in 
| their contracts with theatres, so 
| the distribs’ hands are tied. 

Some execs have suggested to 
their legalites that while the de-| 
| crees may outlaw price-fixing, that | 
doesn’t entitle an exhib to let pa-| 
| trons in for free. Lawyers feel that | 
_exhibs can parry that simply by 
charging lc for the moppets or each | 
| person in a car, so there’s not much | 
point in fighting along that line, 
Distribs were just starting to 
congratulate themselves on getting | 
a large number of the under-the- | 
| Stars theatres off the flat-rental lists 
|}and into the percentage category | 
when the new price come-ons start- | 
Now they’re not so sure they 
weren't doing better the other way. 


United Artists is reportedly get- 
ng around the situation by a new 
policy of demanding 20c per car, 
many people are 
Company figures that allows 
hib to do any admish-jug- 
he desires and still gives the 


j 


| 


| in it. 
the ex 





port, MP.AA’s London rep, which | David Schine, Robert Coe, wertd 

was disclosed at Monday’s MPEA | Sunshine, Walter Higgins, C. L. | 

nieeting. J | Patrick, M. A. Lightman, Harry 20th’s School Trailers 
Allport cabled that Douglas had | —, ere oa oa 

“monkey - wrenched” the British | >C2wartz, ael Sullivan and) 

proposals and also the tax-remis- , Stanley W. Prenosil. | To Lure Teenagers 

sion plan which was thrown at the | In a move designed to capture 

Lond t b Si t | : 

Euan Chanedion. of tae ies ; nee Gaertn a ee 

‘chequer, last week. Latter plan’ Kids-for-Free goers, 20th-Fox this week set plans 

would provide a subsidy for Brit- |for a new method of trailerizing a 

ish producers by remitting to them Continued from page 5 Samm picture in schools. Company is 


_ Teleasing a series of 35m film strips 


showing scenes from its forthcom- 


‘ing “Broken Arrow,” which will be 


distributed to schools in the fall 
along with an accompanying script 
for narration purposes by the 
teacher. 


Strips comprise about 50 frames, 
which tell the story of “Arrow” 


| without revealing its ending. They 


were prepared by Instructional 
Films, educational division of 
Films, Inc., which handles 20th’s 


| 16m distribution. Strips will stress 


the historical and social aspects of 
the picture, which deals sympathet- 
ically with the American Indians. 

While the major losses in film 
audiences are generally believed 
to include the over-30-year-old age 
group, considerable apprehension 
was voiced at 20th’s recent series 
of showmanship meets over the 
need for inculcating the teenagers 
with the filmgoing habit. Twentieth 
hopes the film strip idea might help 


| solve that problem. 
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“Exhibitor Magazine” 
Nationwide Vote! 


FIRST IN PRODUCT! 
FAIREST IN TERMS! 
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Federal Man 
job of unearthing a gang of dope- | 
peddlers. . 

Pic opens with a narcotics agent | 
getting bumped off after only a| 
few minutes of running time has | 
elapsed. From there on film travels 
at a nice pace, with one of the bu- | 
reau’s agents shuttling back and | 
forth from Mexico to the U. S. in| 
an attempt to uncover the dope 
ring. During the course of the 
picture, various scientific devices 
used by the narcotics bureau on 
its cases are brought to the fore. 
Though most of the methods dis- 
slaved have been shown on screens 
eiore, they still make for inter- 
esting viewing. 

Pic sidetracks any 
tanglements. playing «it straight 
from the he-man angle. During 
the agent's south-of-the-border 
jaunts, an effective Latino flavor 
jis developed. William Henry is 
convincing as the agent who final- 
ly runs down the gang, while Pa- 
mela Blake has practically nothing 
to do or sav in the lead femme | 
role. George Eldredge turns in 
a good job as the head of the ring. | 

Robert Tansev's direction has 
kept the pic down to a comfortable 
67 minutes. Jack Schwartz’s pro- 
duction. though obviously made on 


romantic en- 


a tight budget, fills the bill. 
Gros. | 
The Lest Voleano 
Hollywood, June 23. 
Monogram release of Walter Mirisch 
Production. Stars Johnny Sheffield; fea- 


tures Donald Woods, Marjorie Lord, John 


Ridgely. Elena Verdugo, Tommy Ivo. Di- 
rected bv Ford Beebe. Screenplay by 
Beebe. based on characters created by 
Rey Rockwood: camera, Marcel LePicard; 
eciito Richard Heermance. Previewed 
dune 22, 50. Running time, 75 MINS. 

Bomba Johnny Sheffield 
Paul Gordon Donald Woods 
Ruth Gordon Marjorie Lord 
Barton.. John Ridgely 
Nona.. Elena Verdugo 
David.. Tommy Ivo 
Ifivgins Don Harvey 
Charles Langley Grandon Rhodes 
Daniel.. Robert Lewis 


“The Lost Voleano” is a firstrate 
entry in Monogram’s “Bomba” pro- 
grammer series. Well-paced and 
with plenty of excitement for the 
juves, it will please the matinee 
trade as an okay supporting fea- 
ture. 

Stock animal footage has been 
expertiv cut in and climax using 
shots of an erupting volcano, ap- 
proximating recent newsreel clips 
from the Pacific, bring it to a finish 
that is right up the kiddies’ alley. 
In between, Bomba, as played by 
muscular Johnny Sheffield, en- 
counters enough adventures to 
keep the voungsters on the edge of 
their seats. These include a hand- | 
to-hand battle with a crocodile, | 
swinging through the trees and 
outwitting a pair of bad men. | 

Plot revolves around the fact | 
that Bomba and a voung friend, | 
Tommy Ivo, know the location of 
an old, lost @ity filled with treas- | 
ure. Two hunting guides, John 
Ridgely and Don Harvey, kidnap 
the youngsters and attempt to force 
them to lead the way to the riches. 
Bomba escapes and takes a rescue | 
party to the lost city, located in 
the shadow of a volcano. There 
voung Ivo is saved and the baddies 
are buried under molten lava 
when the volcano erupts. 

Ford Beebe's’ direction and 
script set the adventures up nicely | 
and keep the footage moving. 
Sheffield makes a good impression | 
as Bomba, and Ivo’s. character 
abets this one by supplying extra 


interest for moppets who can easi- | 
As | 
Ivo’s parents, Donald Woods and _§ ¢: : 
Marjorie Lord are okay, as are the | tings and foreign locations. 
two heavies and Elena Verdugo, a | 
Marcel LePicard’s lensing, plus inadequate script. 
helps things along, | 


ly put themselves in his shoes. 


native girl. 


siock footage, 
and Ozzie 
makes 
maxes. 


Caswell’s 
itself notified 


music score 
Brog. 


Hi-Jacked 
Hollywood, June 16. 


release of Sigmund Neufeld 
Features Jim Davis, Marsha 


Lippert 
roduction. 


Jones. Directed by Sam Newfield. Screen- | 


play, Fred \ivton. Orville Hampton; orig- 
ina!, Ray Schrock and Myton; camera, 
Phil Tannufa: editor. Edward Mann. Pre- 
viewed June 16, ‘50. Running time, 
66 MINS. 

Joe Harper... cree teeees: +e sae Davis 
MO 4 be o0c ea wee tan eared Marsha Jones 
RS S-2i2s-ceeu sue aekeaewen Sid Melton 
Er eS David Bruce 
Haxen ee eer rT oe Paul Cavanagh 
REM eee ee Ralph Sanford 
Ey WAN 46:5 os.0-0.09 Hotels ... Iris Adrian 
SN Cea he6 es 4.658 ween George Eldredge 


Strictly a formula, low-budgeted 
actioner, Lippert’s “Hi-Jacked” 


shapes up as an okay entry for the. 
supporting market. Script by Fred) 
Myton and Orville Hampton brings some dualers 
in the proper ingredients and then | 


whips them into form to give in- 
terest to the yarn of hijacking in 
the trucking industry. Mantling| 
rovided by Sigmund Neufeld has 
jected some good values, and’ 


Film Reviews 
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| Georges Perinal 


' George Contantin 


in the cli-, 


Action moves slowly 











Sam Newfield’s direction keeps it 
all proceeding smoothly. 

Jim Davis is a parolee driving a 
freight truck. When he is hi- 
jacked suspicion falls his way be- 
cause of the prison record. After 
a second hijacking Davis loses his 
job and starts out on his own to 
clear his name. He pins the rap, | 
finally, on the trucking line’s dis- | 
patcher, is able to learn of a new) 
robbery planned and hold off the 
gang until the police arrive. Davis | 
handles himself in creditable fash- | 
ion and gives the role the needed 
ruggedness. Marsha Jones satis- 
fies as his wife 

Players aren't called upon to de- 
much in the of histri- 


liver way 

onies, but all acquit themselves 
nicely. Sid Melton and Iris Adrian 
spot some light moments, and 
others include David Bruce, Paul 
Cavanagh. Ralph Santord = and 
George Eldredge. Lensing and 
other technical credits are stand- 
ard. Neal. 


My Daughter Joy 
(BRITISH) 


London, June 14. 

Sritish Lion release of London Films- 
Gregory Ratoff production. Stars Edward 
G. Robinson, Peggy Cummins. Richard 
Greene Directed by Gregory § Ratoff. 
Screenplay. Kobert Thoeren and William 
Rose; editor. Ray Poulton: camera, 
At Carlton theatre. Lon- 
Running time, 81 MINS. 

Edward G. Robinson 


Nora Swinburne 


don, June 14, °50 


Ava Contantin 


Georgette Peggy Cummins 
| Larry Richard Greene 
Sir Thomas Mactavish Finlay Currie 
Colonel Fogarty Ronald Adam 
Andreas Walter Rilla 
Professor Karol James Robertson Justice 
Ennix David Hutcheson 


An obscure story about an inter- 
national financier, “Mv Daughter 
Joy,’ despite its powerful cast, is 
not going to help the cause of Brit- 
ish pictures. It's a vague and in- 
sincere piece of entertainment 
which cannot expect more than 
moderate returns from the home 
market, and barely merits a place 
on the American screens. 

At no time does the plot seri- 
ously attempt to achieve coherency 
or credulity. Principal characters | 
are etched indefinitely and the un- 
derlying theme is never made 
clear. There is a great deal of talk 
about a mysterious operation with 
which the financier is associated, 
but it remains a mystery to the 
end. 

Edward G. Robinson plays the 
principal role of the financier, who 
has risen trom a shoeshine boy in 
Constantinople to be one of the 
financial geniuses of the world. 
Apart from his financial intrigues, | 
his dominating interest in life is, 
his only daughier, on whom he, 
lavishes gifts and splendor. But 
the girl falls for a young American | 
reporter who exposes her father in | 
one of his journals. ‘There is the 
usual lover's rift and a subsequent | 
reunion after the father has been | 
told by his wife that the child is) 
not really his own. Story is told in| 
flashback and the opening scenes | 
show the mentally deranged father 
unable to recognize the girl or her 
husband. 

Robinson is virtually wasted. 
This fine actor tries hard to bring | 
some semblance of conviction to this | 
unconvincing plot but it’s an uphill | 
fight. Nora Swinburne has a color- 
less and undemanding role as his 
wife, but the best role goes to 
Peggy Cummins, who plays the 
daughter. She interprets this friv- 
olous and spoiled child in an un-| 
satisfactory manner. Richard | 
Greene, as the newspaper man, is 
smooth and competent. 

The production is obviously an 
expensive one with high grade set- 
Gre- 
gory Ratofi’s direction has failed to 
make something out of an obviously 
Myro. 


(aire Read 
(BRITISH) 
London, June 21. 
AB-Pathe release of ABPC Setton-Bar- 
ing-Mayfower . production. Stars Eric 
Portman: features Laurence Harvey, Maria 


| Mauban. Directed by David MacDonald. 
Original story and screenplay, Robert 
Westerby: editor. Peter Tavlor: camera, 
| Oswald Morris; Eexvptian technical ad- 


viser, Michel Talhami. At Warners. Lon- 


don, June 21, °50. Running time, 8@ MINS. 
Colonel Youssef Bey.......Eric Portman 
Lieut. Mourad... .. Laurence Harvey 
ee Perr ree eee ..Maria Mauban 
Anna Michelis .... - Camelia | 


Karel Stepanek 
Humble +s Harolé Lang 
Lombardi Coco Aslan 


Coastguard ‘Commandant Abraham Sofaer 


Edouardo Pavli 


“Cairo Road” 


, is a so-so thriller 
dealing with 


dope smugglers. 
in the first 
half and much of the storv is veiled 
so as to obscure the plot. How- 
ever, it winds up with meaty cli- 
max. Looms as a likely subject for 
in America. 


Action takes place in Cairo, Port | 
Said and along the Suez. Location | 


scenes are extremely effective, and | 
add touch of Eastern color to the. 
story. | 

Principal characters are the chief 


of 
a - played by Eric Portman, 


| 


| 


the Anti-Nareotic Bureau, 
-and his impetuous assistant, por- 
'trayed by Laurence Harvey. These 


‘two battle against a world-wide 


3' smuggling organization which has 
| brought misery and degradation to 


thousands of people in the Middle 
East. Police are investigating a 
murder which leads them to the 
trail of hashish peddlers. But there 
are many dull spots and odd ad- 
ventures before the film ends. It 
takes more than 30 minutes before 
there’s real action. Capture of the 
two major criminals is the climax. 
Apart from the principals, the 
most distinctive performance comes 
from Harold Lang, who plays a 
smuggler. New Egyptian star, Ca- 
melia, 1s a looker, but is given lit- 
tle chance in a small part. The 
only other femme role is played by 
Maria Mauban as the sweet and 
understanding wife of Laurence 
Harvey. Myro. 


Heart and Soul 
(ITALIAN) 


Films release of D. Forges De 
vanzati production. Stars Vittorio De 
Sica, Maria Mercader. Giorgio De Lullo. 
Directed by Duilio Coletti. Screenplay, 
Oreste Biancoli, based upon novel by Ed- 
mondo De Amicis; camera, Mario Montu 
ori; editor, Ivo Batteli; English titles, 
Charles Clement, At Little Cine-Met, 
\N. Y., June 14, °50. Running time, 91 MINS. 
Maestro Perboni......... Vittorio De Sica 
CROCTIDO, 5 vcs sc udaccciveds Maria Mercader 
Lieut. Gardena.........Giorgio De Lullo 
and 
Nerio Bernardi, Arturo Gragaglia, Fiore 
Davanzati, Augusto Mastrantoni, Armando 
Migliari, Ave Ninchi. 
School Boys 
GOPFOMG. ccuccccccrcsevccces Leurini 
7 Ee Oxgliotti 
Precossi..:........Luciano De Ambrosis 
ay ree. rere Sergio Serardi 
ere errr caves Wee Cees 
J eee eeerrrs ree re Carlo Delle Piane 
Il Muratorino....... Amerigo Martufi 
i Gualtiero TYomiselli 
Massimo Randisi 
Francesco Lengo 
‘¢ Rino Moretti 
..Geiogio Guglielmo 


Crest 


(In Italian; English Titles) 

“Heart and Soul” ranks as one 
of the better Italian imports of the 
vear. A touching and compelling 
film in its own right, it is made 
even more appealing by the fine 
performance of Vittorio De Sica as 


a teacher and _ idealist. Entry 
should do well in art houses and 
will benefit from word of mouth. 


Based upon Edmondo de Amici’s 
classic, “Cuore,” the film uses a 
flashback technique to re-trace the 
careers of De Sica and Maria Mer- 
cader, who taught at the same 
school. Sentimental yarn outlines 
the mutual devotion of De Sica and 
his pupils as well as his affection 
for Miss Mercader. 

Strongly reminiscent of Metro's 
“Goodbye, Mr. Chips” are the 
classroom scenes where De Sica 
presides with dignity, yet with un- 
derstanding and a sense of humor. 
A dozen of the pupils figure promi- 
nently in the script via 
pranks and contrasting personali- 
ties. 
portray their parts with a natural 
demeanor found only in children. 

De Sica’s fortunes alternately rise 


and fall as the story unfolds. But are Lianella Carell 


whether suspended from teaching | 


due to his political views or march- 
ing off as a soldier to an Abyssinian 
war, he philosophically accepts 
these situations as they materialize. 
He also is patient with Miss Mer- 


Boys chosen for these roles | 


their | 


but the laughs are not frequent | 


enough. : 
Miss Carol is decorative as the 
show girl, and gets a chance to 


show off her shapeliness and sing | 
in a high pitched voice. Jean Pa- | 
redes tries hard in the role of the | 


apoplectic groom. Felix Oudart 
gets in a nice bit as the impish 
diplomat. Photography and setting 
are lush. Mosk. 


The Invisible Army 


Palladium production and release. Stars 
Bodil Kjaer, Ebbe Rode, Mogens Wieth, 
Poul Reichardt. Directed by Johan Jacob- 
sen. Screenplay, Knud Sonderby; English 
titles, E. J. Marks. At Staniey, N. i 
starting June 24, ’50, dual. 
91 MINS, 





Running time, 





(In Danish; English Titles) 

“The Invisible Army,” Danish- 
made melodrama, covers the un- 
derground activities in 
hagen during the last war. Pic 
purportedly is a _ prize-winning 
Danish film, but it doesn’t look it. 
May help fill out a twin bill in 
foreign-language houses. 

Film is too heavy-handed for 
American tastes despite passable 
performances by Bodil Kjaer, Ebbe 


Rode, Mogens Wieth and Poul 
Reichardt, none of whom means 
anything at the U. S. bo. There 
are a couple of bedroom scenes 


that remain torrid despite appar- 
ent toning down by N., Y. state cen- 
sors. 

When the pic starts off to show 
sabotage operations and Gestapo 
methods, it resembles many other 
pictures done previously on the 
same subject. This one has both 
heroes being bumped off, the sec- 
ond one being trapped very stupid- 
lv in a Nazi-run armament plant 
about to be dynamited. Wear. 


Benvenuto, Reverendo! 


(Welcome Reverend!) 
(ITALIAN) 


Genoa, June 13. 


20th Century-Fox release of Alfa Film 
production, Stars Aldo Fabrizi: features 
Lianella Carell, Giovanni Grasso, Vittorio 
Duse, Marianne Hold. Directed by Aldo 
Fabrizi. Screenplay, Fabrizi and Piero 
Telni, from story by Piero Tellini: cam- 
era, Aldo Girdani; editor, Mario Bonotii; 
at Odeon, Genoa. Running time, 8? MINS. 


Aldo Fabrizi has chosen an un- 
pretentious but frequently amus- 
ing story by Piero Tellini for his 
second directorial effort. Result 
is a pic which, with the aid of the 
Fabrizi name, may provide good 
boxoffice for Italian-language spots 
in the U. S. 

Story concerns a thief who dons 
a priest’s robe to avoid being 
caught by angry villagers who have 
seen him rifle the church collec- 
tion box. He escapes to the next 
village, where he’s mistaken for a 
real priest. Faker is askéd to 
settle a farmer’s strike and given 
a large sum of money to rebuild 
the village church. 

This allows for plenty of gags. 
and vet actor Fabrizi mugs his way 
through, milking them for a maxi- 
mum of laughs. Supporting ably 
(the wife in 


“Bicycle Thief’) as a woman the. 
| imposter 


n befriends; Giovanni 
irasso as the village gendarme, 


, and Viitorio Duse, who is the rich 


| 


cader’s momentary infatuation with | 


Army officer Giorgio De Lullo, who 
jater proved to be a rake. 

Pace of the picture is a leisure- 
ly one. However, it’s difficult to 
see how it could be speeded with- 


out sacrificing some of the more , 


sensitive sequences, Already noted 
for his directorial accomplishments 
(“Shoe Shine’), De Sica gains new 


laurels for his thesping contribu- | 
tions in this film. Miss Merecader. 


_is tenderly romantic as his vis-a-vis, 
_and De Lullo scores as a lothario. 


| Tamayo and Julio Coll 


_Duilio Coletti’s direction is good | 


_ while camerawork of Mario Mon- 
tuori is fair. Gilb. 


Une Nuit de Noces 
(A Night at a Honeymoon) 
(FRENCH) 


Paris, June 15. 
SELF release of Paral Films production. 





| Stars Martine Carol, Jean Paredes. Felix | 


Oudart. Directed by Rene Javet. Screen- 
| play, Keroual Barre: camera, Charlie 
| agg —". Madeleine Gue. At Ave- 

nue. Paris, June 10, ‘50. i 
| Se banenn: Running time, | 
, a. . - 

Sidonie ieeove PTTL ee. et ee Martine Carol 
| Gaston c+enaeVe Cocccosees ss HOAN Parades 
Saint-Moutier...............Felix Oudart 

Valentine errr re Cee Mona Gova 

Henri $ POS Cob 66 CCOReDe Ces .. Paul Barre | 

Simone.......+.0.+0e++-Micheline Roland 





: This is a turn-of-the-century Gal- 
| lie farce that does not come off. 


| Unimaginative direction gives the. 


pic a static, theatrical air, and the 
robot playing of the cast does not 


half of twin bills in U. S. on its ri- 
_bald theme plus the exploitation 
peg of sexy Martine Carol. 

| Story concerns the first honey- 
|moon night of a playboy. Jean 


Paredes finds himself on his wed-| | 


| ding night confronted by his wife 
and ex-mistress in the same house. 


mistress’s boy friend, and soon 
the whole gang is running around 
aimlessly. There is the usual mis- 
taken identity and double entendre, 


| Raymond Souplex, 


Dwyre. At Rex, Paris, May 25, 50. Run- 
ning time, 115 MINS. ° — 
a, EE ree errr Suzy Delair 
NONE 65.0844.6408 o5i0 040 Louis Jouvet 
Te oy nelenee eeo<a6s + .. Henri Guisol 
ONY cio 6s 6%.066 e000, Raymond Souplex | 
EE re eee eer iat Vera Norman 

| Mother Te eEieTy TTT Te Tee Jane Marken 
POs 60s 5b 66600 oe b cave Henri Cremieux 


Then comes the mother-in-law. the | 


landowner’s spoiled son: and many 
others, Technical assists are okay. 
Haiek. 


Un Soltero Difiecil 
(A Difficult Bachelor) 
(Color) 
(SPANISH) 


Barcelona, June 10. 

Emisora Films production and release. 
Stars Conrado San Martin; features Ele- 
nita Espejo, Silvia Morgan. Angel! Picasso, 
Perez de Leon, Pepe Isbert, Eucenio 
Testa, Consuelo de Nieva. Directed by 
Manuel Tamayo. Screenplay by Manuel 
from novel by 
Aguilar Catena; camera, Mario Bistagne. 
4t the Kursaal, Barcelona, June 9. ‘50. 
Running time, 100 MINS. 








Plot of this pic shows boy meet- 
ing two girls and having a hard 
time deciding which he loves. 

The most interest in the film cen- 
ters on the only Spanish color 
process, Cinefotocolor, which is 
more like Agfacolor than Techni- 
color. It is a better job than done 
on “En un rincon de Espana,” also 
filmed in Cinefotocolor. 

Acting is good, but Conrado San 
Martin thefts the film. Mario Bis- 
tagne has done some fine exterior 
scenes with his camera. Caba. 





Lady Paname 
(FRENCH) 


phd Paris, June 6. 

Discina release of Speva_ production. 
Stars Louis Jouvet, Suzy Delair: features 
Henri Guisol. Henri 


Cremieux, Jane Marken, Vera Norman. 


help. Film might do well on lower | Camere, mipeuurected by Henri Jeanson. 


Camera, Robert Le Febvre: editor. Rover 





The stars, Suzy Delair and Louis 
Jouvet, have pull here and will 
help this. A peek at Paris Music 
Hall backstage life in the early 
1900's pic follows the usual com- 


Copen- 


edy lines and adds only a bit of 
Gallic froth. Too talky and over- 
long, with a dearth of songs and 
overdose of plot. It may do for 
sureseaters in the U. S. 

Story concerns a young music 
hall singer enamored of a song 
writer, with usual complications. 

Henri Jeanson proves in his first 
directorial stint that a writer can 
do great injustice to his own script. 
Direction is ordinary, and editing 
and lensing do not help much. Miss 
Delair is a delight as the vivacious 
singer who finds love and fame in 
the music halls. Louis Jouvet mugs 
his way through one of his usual 
roles of late as the eccentric pho- 
tographer whose actions give the 
pic its complications. Miss Delair 
has only two songs and brings 
them off with her usual flair. Van 
Parys music is ordinary. Mosk. 


On Aime Q@u’Une Fois 
(One Only Loves Once) 
(FRENCH) 

Paris, June 14. 
Consortium Film release of Cine-Repor- 
tage production. Stars Francoise Rosav, 







Renee Faure, Marcel Herrand. Pierre 
Lirquey. Directed by Jean Stelli. Screen- 
play, Jean Levitte, Michel Audirard: cam- 
era. Paul Coteret; editor, Andree Lau- 
rent. At Alhambra, Paris, June 13, ‘50, 
Running time, 100 MINS. 

Mother.....sccceccsccece: Francoise Rosay 
DAMAGIG ..0 cecewreccccvosesce Renee Faure 
CARFIOr.. 0+ -Marcel Herrand 
Ravenal..... ..--Pierre Larqueyv 
JGR ... 0 sccavcseceencecs,dacques Berthier 
APBAC. cccces 000 Seeeees Henri Nattier 





Pedestrian pace ‘and direction 
make this film’s sOup-opera 
story border on sheer hokum. It 
mixes the themes of mother love, 
self sacrifice and parental responsi- 
bility into a strange brew. The 
name of Francoise Rosay gives the 
pic some marquee appeal for arty 
houses in U. S. 

Story concerns a mother who 
sacrifices all to send her son to 
medical school. She chooses loneli- 
ness to have ber son make good. 

Francoise Rosay, though not 
given much footage, does the best 
she can in the mother role. Renee 
Faure suffers well and Jacques 
Berthier makes a wooden doctor. 
Pierre Larquey'- brings some 
warmth to the proceedings as the 
genial village medico. Jean Stelli 
has directed with no imagination, 
Camera work and editing are un- 
der par. Mosk, 





Minne, L’Ingenue 


Libertine 
(Minne, The Simple Wanton) 
(FRENCH) 
Paris, May 31. 
CFCC release of Codo production. Stars 
Daniele Delorme, Frank Villard. Directed 
by Jacqueline Audry. Screenplay. Pierre 


Laroche from a novel by Colette: camera, 


Marcel Grignon; editor. Marpuevite 
Beauge. At Marignan, Paris, May 24, 
Running time, 95 MINS. 
MINNE.....ceeeves ecccces Daniele Delorme 
ANCOINGE. .ceccse reererrrrer Mai 
Guillame...... TeTTTTi Te . Jean Guelis 
Rowve....... ee Cevccces Jean ‘Tissier 
i rer $66666556%2% Claude Nicot 
POUNCE sccccce ooeees ey Armontel 





Another Colette pic gleaned from 
her novel, with the stars of “Gigi.” 
joins the parade of Gallic films 
dealing with the turn of the cen- 
tury. New, overworked star Daniele 
Delorme is again in good evidence, 
but film does not achieve the charm 
of its predecessor. An interesting 
theme is dealt with in a serio-comic 
manner, and the direction does not 
better things. Pic deals again in 
the world of love, and though it 
delves deeply into the sex habits 
of the gilded set, never gets lewd. 
Film is good for dualers. If clev- 
erly hypoed, it might stand on its 
own in the U. S. 

Story concerns a romantic young 
girl who marries her cousin, and 
is disillusioned on her wedding 
night. She goes through a series 
of affairs looking for love and its 
benevolent consequences. 

Daniele Delorme is delightful in 
her wide-eyed role. Frank Villard 
scores as the doting husband while 
Jean Tissier lends some spark as 
the aging roue who teaches Minne 
the rudiments of emotion. Re- 
mainder of the cast is adequate. 
Music, editing and lensing are also 
okay. The direction gives pie 
a static, talky quality. The Gallie 
wink and understanding of human 
frailties plus the novel theme give 
the pic reasonable possibilities 

Mosk, 


Name Reagan, Rivkin 
Sec, Treasurer of MPIC 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Motion Picture Industry Coun- 
cil created two new positions, 
secretary and treasurer, and named 
Ronald Reagan and Allen Rivkin 
to fill them for one-year terms. 
MPIC also changed the title of 





| chairman Roy Brewer to president 


and of co-chairman Paul Groesse 
to veepee. They'll finish out their 
terms, with presidential post rotat- 
ing every six months. 

Walter Wanger became a dele- 
gate of Society of Independent Mo- 
tion Picture Producers, joining 
Roy Disney, Gunther Lessing, 
George Bagnall and Marvin Faris. 











Fen rete oe 





aie Bre oct. 








Wednesday, June 28, 1950 LARIETY 19 


-—_—_o 








ALL THE FAMOUS FACES; PLACES AND EVENTS 
fe THE LAST HALF-CENTURY! ALL ITS 






YDRAMA, LAUGHTER AND TEARS. 


He PICTURE THAT WAS 50 YEARS, gs 
IN THE MAKING! | .. i | 
























; THE FURY OFTHE am | 
: x AND q a big 
night UPTO name 
TODAY! §=§ = on.your 
screen! 
































‘ : oo ey a 
yp “THEATRE NY. WORLD PREMIERE NOW! 











20 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 28, 1950. 





Lopert Dickering 
Ath D.C. Artie 


Lopert Films, Inc., is currently 
in negotiation to take over the 


lease of the Trans-Lux theatre in 
Washington, further expanding the 
outfit’s art house circuit. Deal may 
be consummated within the next 
week. If so, it will give the New 
York importing and exhibition out- 
fit control of four theatres in the 


capital. Others it now operates 
there are the Playhouse, DuPont 
and Little. 

Avenue Theatre, N. Y.. which 


is owned by a syndicate affiliated 
with Lopert, is on the block. Nego- 
tiations for its sale are now In 
progress. In Lopert Films, inc,, 
are [lva Lopert, City Investing Co., 
N. Y. ‘which operates the Astor 
and Victoria on Broadway). New 
York real estate tycoon Robert 
Goelet, Art theatre exhib Sam 
Baker, and Seymour Peyser, Rob- 
ert Benjamin and Arthur Krim, 
all members of the law firm of 
Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin & Krim. 
Films recently gave up 
its 25° interest in the Midtown, 
Buffalo. That leaves it with, in 
zddition to the Washington houses. 
the Scoop, Louisville, and the 
zbout-to-be-reopened Studio, Chi- 
cago. Latter will probably be re- 
named the Ziegfeld. Outfit will 
also get control of the Bijou, N. Y.. 
from City Investing when the cur- 
rent run of “Red Shoes” is over. 

Same subsid group of LF that 
owns the Avenue, N. Y.. also con- 
trols the 55th Street, N. Y., and 
the Cinema, Detroit. 


Broidy, Ritchey Back 
From Europe Biz Trip 


Steve Broidyv. prez of Monogram. 
and Norton V. Ritchey, head oft 
Monogram International, returned 
to New York yesterday (Tues.) on 
the Caronia from a European busi- 
ness junket. While abroad the two 
execs conferred with Associated 
British-Pathe toppers regarding a 
Jong-pending joint production pro- 
gram between the firms. 

Deal calls for a total of eight 
films to be turned out. First pie, 
it's understood, will go before the 
cameras at an AB-P studio in 
August. In his swing through the 
continent, Broidy surveved_ the 
German market and also finalized 


Lopert 


several distribution paets whieh 
had been previously set up bs 
Ritchey. 





Popkin-Justman | 


in the negotiations as members of 
a committee designated by the 
board. and the offer is being pre- 
sented to the full board with rece- 
ommendation of acceptance by this 
committee, it appears certain that 
the board will stamp its approval 
on the deal. There are a number 
of facets, however. on which tie 
committee has reservations. As a 
result, it is anticipated that the 
board's approval of the offer will 
be only as a basis for further dis- 
cussion. 

Popkin and Edward Peskay, his 
eastern rep, met with Sears in his 
hospital room last Thursday (22) 
to go over the terms. Sears is un- 
derstood to have made strong ob- 
jection to certain points, which 
leads to the belief that board's 
approval will not be a wholeheart- 
ed one. 


Directors 


=~, (ontinued from page 5. 





recognize, however. 
that drastic measures must ~ be 
taken if UA is to be nursed back 
to health, so are willing to accept 
some terms that wouldn’t be con- 
sidered were the situation not so 
serious. They are prepared on that 
basis to recommend the Popkin- 
Justman deal to Chaplin and Miss 
Pickford if certain improvements 
can be made in it. 

Tentative agreement is 
have been reached on 
stumbling block to the 
week. That 


said to 
the major 
offer last 
was the amount 


| 











| Pixites Profit | 


thing—beyond a lifetime supply of 
cigarets. Under its deal with ail | 
the majors, payoff is in generous | 
plugging of pic titles in a tre- 
mendous list of mags and news- 
papers, as well as on billboards 
and point-of-saje cards. 

Batten, Barton, Durstine & Os- 
borne, on the other hand, pranced 
into the field for Luckies last 
October with lots of the green stuff | 
that hadn’t gone to war. It tied 
up Hedy Lamarr, Marlene Dietrich, 
Lilli Palmer, Rex Harrison, Janet 
Blair and a flock of others. 

Miss Dietrich got about $3,500 
for her kind words—which has 
stirred the endorsement biz up 
considerably, since it is a near- 
record price and is figured to raise 
the ante all around. According to 
the lads who know, the ‘actual 
amount of coin never means much 
in garnering an endorser, since it 
is the generous plugging that’s 
really the sales clincher. Most 
players, however, won’t accept less 
than another star they think is of 
equal standing. It jolts their pride. 
So once the word gets around on 
Miss Dietrich’s price, the whole 
level moves up. Agencies, as a 
result, keep as mum as they can 
on the financial statistics. 

Bob Hope Tops Coin-Getters 

Actual top price record-holder 
among Hollywoodites is reportedly 





Bob Hope with $5,000 received 
from Chesterfield. That’s despite 
the fact that he’s under contract 


to Paramount, which provides Lig- 
gett & Mvyers with the endorse- 
ments of all its other players for 
free. Hope, however, is in a spe- 
cial category. Not only did he re- 


serve to himself the right to appear 


on TV in his recent contract, but 
also to make his own deals on en- 
dorsements. 

Prices vary partially on the basis 
of a star's b.o. standing, but much 


more so With supply-and-demand 
and the proximity of copy dead- 
lines. If the ad agency happens to 


have a flock of available endorsers 
at hand, it will offer next to noth- 
ing. If an ad must be completed 
and delivered to the client within 
a matter of days, the sky may be 


the limit on getting someone 
signed up in a hurry. 
American Tobacco went over- 


board on Miss Dietrich because it 


learned she has smoked Luckies 
ever since she came to this coun- 
tiv. Firm has a_ rule — which 


BBD&O maintains is a big handi- 
cap in the endorsement business— 
that anvone used in the ads must 
smoke the product, 

Not to be misled. AT employs 
an independent research outfit to 
snoop on prospects and learn what 
brand 


they puff. If they don't 
smoke at all, or it thev light a rival 
ciggie, it’s no go. But if it’s a 


Lucky that slips into their holder. 
survey outfit notifies American 
Tobacco, which passes the word to 
BBD&O. Agency rushes its Jim 
Beal onto his hoss, swinging a 
swag-lined lariat to get the Lucky- 
smoker into his signature corrai. 
American Tobacco has two other 
rules for endorsers which the other 
companies also apply. One is that 
they haven't endorsed any other 
brand in the past two years and the 
other is that there’s no taint of 
Communism —or even a_-= slight 
shade of pink — attached to their 
names. There’s no specific rule re- 
garding moral habits—it ap- 
parently being assumed that if an 
actor smokes cigarets, he’s not also 
smoking marijuana. Tobacco out- 
fits naturally, however, lay off 
players with any strong moral 
stigma connected with their names. 





| Rep Tries New Tint 


of 


coin to be put up by Popkin to in- 


sure continued operation of UA 
despite operating losses. Popkin 


and Justman are also guaranteeing 


a limited supply of product for the 
company. In return they are to 
receive 12,000 shares of stock (rep- 
resenting 60° ownership) out of 
the treasury when the company is 


operating in the black over an both negative and positive process- | 
jing. 


agreed-upon period. 


i ee ee eee ee oe 
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Process on Rogers Pic 
Hollywood, June 27. 

Republic’s new three-color film 
method, an outgrowth of the two- 
tone Trucolor process, gets its ini- 
tial tryout late next month on a 
Roy Rogers oater. Tint process was 
developed in combination with 
Consolidated Film Laboratories. 

Single-strip color negative is 
used in the camera under the new 
process and color separations are 
struck off from the negative for 
making prints on DuPont tri-color 
material. All necessary optical 
work is incorporated in the separa- 
lion negative. 

Bulk of release printing under 
the new process will be done at 
the Fort Lee plant although the 
necessary equipment has already 
been installed in the local lab for 


See TV Outlook For 
20th Via Religious, 
Non-Theatrical Pix 


Series of religious films an- 
nounced for production by 20th- 
Fox this week is believed to mark 


that company’s entry into the are 
ix, 


ing of films for television. 
which will be earmarked originally 
for showings in churches, schools 
and before community groups, are 
to range in running time from 20 
minutes to an hour and so are ex- 
pected to be converted to TV use 
with little difficulty. 

While announcement of the 
plans made no mention of video, it 
is recalled that a stockholder at 
the company’s last shareholders’ 
meet questioned prexy Spyros P. 
Skouras about 20th’s plans for pro- 
ducing films specifically for video. 
Skouras at that time declined to 
answer the question but mentioned 
that plans were in the works to set 
up’a special unit that would make 
the religious pictures. It’s be- 
lieved, though, the company will 
not turn down a bid from a video 
station or advertiser, if the price 
is right. 

Possibility that the films might 
wind up on video is believed all 
the more enhanced by the fact 


_ that they are designed strictly for 


the non-commercial field. Thus, 
there will be no question of com- 
plaints from exhibitors. That fac- 
tor has been one of the major de- 
terrents to the major studios’ en- 
try into vidfilm production until 
now. Series of feature-length con- 
cert films earlier announced © by 
20th were believed originally to 
have been meant for TV but 20th 
is already attempting to line up 
theatre dates for those, which 
would in itself rule out the im- 
mediate possibility of video. 
Religious films are to 
duced at the company’s 
Hills studios under the general 
supervision of production veepee 
Darryl F. Zanuck, with the studio's 
regular cameramen and crews. 
Casts, which will be recruited 
mostly from unknowns, and the di- 
rectors have not yet been named. 
While no distri®ution plans have 
vet been set, they are to be han- 
dled on a nationwide basis. Films 
are to be lensed on 35m stock and 
reduced to 16m. Ten scripts have 
been completed to date, including 
four each by John S. Rodell and 
Eugene Ling, one by Tom Kil- 
patrick and one by I.A.R. Wylie. 


be pro- 
Beverly 





Disney Names Edgar 


Walt Disney Productions has 
named Cyril Edgar as its rep in 
Britain. He succeeds Edgar Rick- 
etts, who resigned a few weeks ago 
after more than 12 vears with the 
cartoon producer, a number of 
which were spent as" aide to the 
then foreign sales chief William B. 
Levy. 

Edgar was for 15 vears cireuit 
salesmanager and branch = super- 
visor for British Lion. Before that 
he served in a similar capacity for 
Warner Bros.-First National. In 
his new post, he’ll also be on the 
board of Walt Disnev-Mickey 
Mouse, Ltd., Disney's British sub- 
sid. 





Video's Effect | 


Continued from page 4 




















cluded in the 82% who do not pre- 
ter video to outdoor theatres is not 
stated. Many of the 48° who do 
not have sets would prefer theatres 
to video because they simply aren't 
able to get to see video, 
Nevertheless, with the reserva- 
tions borne in mind, figures would 
still seem to indicate that television 
has less effect on the ozoner b.o. 
Other questions in the poll 
queried customers on their tastes. 
While 55% said they preferred sin- 
gie features, the question did not 
specify whether it referred to sin- 
gle features in ozoners or in all 
theatres. On the other hand. to 
the question whether patrons pre- 


ferred double features, 52% re- 
plied no. This question also did 
not specity whether in ozoners or 


theatres. 

Asked what type of films they 
preferred, the patrons named, in 
this order: comedies, westerns. 
dramas, romantic types, historical 
films and mysteries. In the added 
, feature category, they named car- 
toons first, followed by travelogs, 
sports, news, musical and educa- 
itional features. 


all 


Picture 


WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 8) 


“Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) 
vaude, $18,000. 





Columbia (Loew’s) (1,200; 44-74) | 


—*Baron of Arizona” (Lip). So-so 


$5,000. Last week, “Gunfighters” | 


(20th) (m.o.), $5,000. 
Dupont (Lopert) (386; 50-85)— 
“Golden Twenties’ (RKO). Nice 


$4,500 in day-date with Little. Last | 


week, “Robinson Story” (EL), nose- 

dived to slight $3,000 for 8 days. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 

“Johnny Holiday” (UA). Slim $6,- 


000. Last week, “Comanche Terri- 
tory” (U), good $10,000. 

Little. (Lopert) (295; 50-85)— 
“Golden Twenties” (RKO). Okay 


$2,500. Also at Dupont. Last week, 
“Robinson Story” (EL), $2,000 for 


8 days. 
Metropolitan (Warners) (1.163; 
44-74)—"‘Rocketship X-M” (Lip). | 


Amazing $8,000 for this novelty, 
with weekend biz sock. Last week, 
“Back to Bataan” (WB) and “Ma- 
rine Raiders’ (WB) (reissues), 
sturdy $7,000, well above house 
average. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2.370; 44-74)— 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Still riding high with hefty $19,000. 
Last week, even better than expect- 
ed. wow $27,000. Holds. 

Playhouse ‘Lopert) (485; 50-85)— 
“Saints and Sinners” (Indie) (2d 
wk). Firm $6,500 after good $7,000 
last week. 

Warner 
“Good Humor 
$12,000. Last 
Hawk” (Par), 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-80)— 
“Winslow Boy” (EL) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing to strong $7,500 or better after 


(2.164: 44-74)— 
(Col). Thin 
“Eagle and 


(WB) 
Man” 
week, 

same. 











—— Exhib Lobby 


brisk $8.000 opener. Holds. 
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Recognizing the bang-up job pulled 
by the theatres, Governor John O. 
Pastore declared that he will op- 
pose any new theatre taxes. The 
governor was particularly pleased 
because he chairmanned the state 
drive for funds. 

Same result has followed a safe- 
tv drive in Georgia in which ex- 
hibs lined solidly behind the _ po- 
liticos String of trailers plaved 
all houses ballying for safety. 
Pledge was then forthcoming from 
Governor Gene Talmadge against 
upped state admission taxes. 

Mich. Guv’s Promise 

Governor Mennen Williams of 
Michigan as well as a big block of 
state legislators have promised the 


theatres that no anti-industry 
legislation will be countenanced. 
Michigan houses used a_ two-ply 
campaign. Besides supporting the 


safety campaign in the state, the- 
atres also made and played trail- 
ers depicting the economic devel- 
opment of the state as well as vari- 
ous spots of beauty aimed at the 
tourist trade. 

Same upshot resulted in 
Mexico where the theatres went 
all-out om a safety drive. Gov- 
ernor Tom Mabry has told exhibs 
that he will do everything in his 
power to block tax legislation 
should it be introduced in that 
State. 

Sullivan. for his part. is now 
urging seminars with public lead- 
ers as another way of hypoing the 
current trend towards better rela- 
tions. TOAer is also pointing up 
the chances of winning an im- 
proved public view of the film biz 
through various free services in 
local communities. He has been 
telling exhibs “that vou have to 
give in order to get.” 

In that respect, number of exhib 
toppers have already paid particu- 
lar attention to some of the recent 


New 


innovations of alert air lines. These} 


air transportation outfits have es- 
tablished coach services with re- 
duced rates for the family trade. 
Response has been solid, it is said. 
with entire families travelling via 
coach in big numbers. 

Argument is that theatres must 
eome up with something along 
similar lines if they want to hold 
their customers. Emphasis on pub- 
lic service with its payvola already 
in sight is regarded as a first step 
in that direction. 


Arthur to Warners 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Robert Arthur ends U-!I producer 
pact Friday (30) and switches to 
Warners under a producer contract 
signed three months ago. 
His last chore at U-I was “Ab- 
bott & Costello in the Foreign Le- 





\ gion.” 


plus | 


Grosses 
KRUPA BOOSTS ‘LIFT’ 


LOFTY 126, SEATTLE 
Seattle, June 27. 

Pglomar_ started new price 

policy this week on _ reopening 


| after month’s closedown to reseat 


and revamp. Big time shows at 69c 
for general admission, and 94c for 
loges being tried. Pop prices are 
figured to help and doing that this 
week with Gene Krupa band head- 
ing stageshow plus “Big Lift.” Big 
stanza looms. “Rocketship” shapes 
fancy at Orpheum. “Father of 
Bride” continues hot pace in sec- 
ond Music Hall week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877: 59- 
84) — “Tarzan and Slave Girl” 
(RKO) and “Golden Twenties” 
(RKO). Fair $7,000 or less. Last 
week, “Baron of Arizona” ‘Lip) 
and “Operation MHaylift” ‘Lip’, 
moderate $3,700 in 5 days. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2.349: 


59-84) — “Gunfighter” (20th) and 
“Young Lovers” (EL) (2d wk). 
Sti!! good with $7,500 after big 


$10,000 last week. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650: 59-84) 
—‘Asphalt Jungle’ ‘(M-G) = and 
“Arizona Cowboy” (Rep). Okav 
$7,000. Last. week, “Iroquois 
Trail’ (UA) and “Movie Crazy” 
(Indie), $6,500. 

Music Box 
84)—"‘Iroquois 
“Movie Crazy” (Indie) (m.o.). Mild 
$2,500 in 5 days. Last week, 
“Damned Don’t Cry” (WB) (m.o.), 
fair $3,400 in 9 days. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2.200; 59- 
84)\—"‘Father of Bride’ (M-G) and 
“Shadow on Wall” (M-G) (2d wk. 
Still great at $14,000 or over after 


(Hamrick) (850; 
Trail” (UA) 


59- 
and 


last week's socko $17,000, biggest 
in town for weeks. 
Orpheum (Hamrick) (2.600; 59- 


84)\—"‘Rocketship X-M” (Lip) and 
“Motor Patrol’ (Lip). Faney $12.- 
000 or close. Last week, “Caged”* 
(WB). $8,800. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1.350: 40-59) 
— ‘Big Lift’ (20th) plus Gene 
Krupa orch onstage. Big $12,000. 
Last week. dark for facelift. 

Paramount (Evergreen) 
59-84'\—"‘Good Humor Man” 
and “Side Show” (‘Mono’). Thin 
$6,500 Last week, “Robinson 
Storv” (EL) and ‘Federal Man” 
(EL), $5.800. 


TORONTO 


‘Continued from page 9) 


Light $11.000. Last week, ‘‘Robin- 
son Story” ‘EL), $19.000. 
Downtown, Glendale, Searbor, 
State (‘Tavlor) (1.059: 955: 698: 694: 
33-57)—""Mark Gorilla” (Col) and 
“Father Is Bachelor’ (Col). So-so 
$10.000. Last week. “D.O.A." ‘\UA) 
and “Square Dance Katie” ‘Mono), 
$12.000. 
Eglinton, 
1.140: 
and 


(3.038: 
(Col) 


(FP) 
Geste” 
Lancer” 


Victoria 
38-67)—"‘ Beau 
“Lives Bengal 


(1.180: 
(Par) 


(Par) 


‘reissues'. Big $9,000. Last week, 
$13,000. 

Hyland (Rank) (1,357: 46-77)— 
“Kind Hearts, Coronets” (EL) ‘2d 


wk). Big $7.000. 
capacity. $8,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3.373: 37-59)— 
“In Lonely Place” (Col). Light $8.- 
000. Last week, “Eagle and Hawk” 
(Par), $13.500. 

Loew's (Loew) (2.096: 
“Asphalt Jungle’ (M-G) 
Satisfactory $6,500. 
$9.000. 

Nortown, University 
1.556: 38-67)—“ Love 
(20th) (2d wk). 
week, $10.500. 

Odeon ‘Rank) (2.390: 48-$1.15)— 


Last week, near- 


38-67 )— 
(2d wk). 
Last week, 


(FP) (959: 
That Brute” 
So-so $7,000. Last 


“Astonished Heart”  (U). Okay 
$10,000. Last week, “Robinson 
Story” (EL). same. 

Shea's (FP) (2.386: 38-67)— 


“Damned Don't Cry” (WB) (2d wk). 
Fair $3,500. Last week, $13,000. 


; Uptown (Loew) ,(2.743: 42-75)— 
‘Curtain Call at Cactus Creek” 
(U). Poor $4,500. Last week, 


“Please Believe Me” (M-G). $4.000. 


TOA’s Theatre Short 


Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox’s prez. 
has promised the Theatre Owners 
of America to have his studio turn 
out a one-reel short which will de- 
tail the duties to the public of 
every grade of employee in a the- 
atre, from the manager down to 
the ushers. TOA has requested 
Skouras to produce the briefie for 
general screening in all theatres 
in the country. It is intended to 
better public relations as part of 





, the campaign waged by the theatre 
group. 


TOA is currently working on the 
material to be used in the short. 


, Actual scripting, however, will be 
j) done on the Jot. 
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British Lion and, of the first £5,- 
000,000, less than £500,000 re- 
main. Now the government is 
committed to finance a series of 
cooperative productions organized 
by unemployed technicians, and 
most of the additional coin will be 
devoted to this object. 

Political experts closely asso- 
ciated with the industry believe 
that Wilson may also take the op- 
portunity of announcing an ap- 
pointment of a development coun- 
cil composed of industryites and 


of British production. Acceptance 
of such a panel by producers might 
lead to a further subsidy for stu- 


dios and a guaranteed financial re- 
turn from the home market out of 
a fund to be created from admis- 
sion tax revenue. 


Having become deeply involved 
tm British production, Wilson, it’s 
felt, cannot afford, from a prestige 


point of view, to desert a sinking | 


ship. Extra cash for the film bank 
can only play a small part in any 
official. governmert blueprint. On 
the labor side, unemployment has 
reached a new peak, while finan- 
ciers are more reluctant than ever 
to invest surplus cast into this 
hazardous industry. 

Plan of Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer Sir Stafford Cripps to re- 


vise the admission tax schedule, 
with part of the resulting fund to 
go into a production subsidy, came 
close to causing a major industry 
split. That was averted when the 


Kinematograph Renters Assn. to- 
day (Tues.) voted unanimously to 
support the proposal without condi- 
tions. The distribs agreed to fore- 
go rentals on $4,200,000 of the addi- 
tional exhib income derived from 
the tax cut. This money is being 
turned into the production pool by 
exhibition. 

Half the $8,400,000 total saved by 
the 
into the pool. As to the other 
half, the exhib and distrib divide it 
on a ratio of rental to total gross 
with distribution taking that much 
extra out of added exhib earnings. 

The government will operate the 
scheme on a voluntary basis, as it is 
unable to obtain statutory powers 
to compel the industry to subsidize 
production. Plan is intended to 
operate one year and will be 
amended in light of experience. 

Government statement on it is 
expected Thursday in Commons’ 
debate on films. Cinematograph 
Exhibitors Assn. and British Film 
Producers Assn. are still arguing 
about shares to be allocated pro- 
duction and are 
joint session tonight. 

With the Yank distribs in line, it 
appeared today, however, that the 
whole plan may be knocked out by 
a protest from U. S. Ambassador 
Lewis Douglas. In a squawk filed 
With the Foreign Office he main- 
tained that this plan and the pro- 
posed Anglo-U. S. films agreement 
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IN REFRESHMENT 
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Anglo $7,000,000 Subsidy 


Continued from page 3 


N. Y. Sutton Has Had 
Only 3 Pix in 18 Mos.; 
violated section 303 of the U. S Business That Strong 


customs and tariff regulations. He| The exhib who has to dig deep 
said schemes were discriminatory ,t0 come up with six or seven pix 
| and would necessarily result in re-| Weekly to keep his house going 
| taliatory measures by the U. §.|' would probably give his balcony 
| against British films. | away for the choice spot that the 
| _American outfits filming in Brit- | Sutton theatre, New York art 
ain would, according to the present | house, is in now. 

reading of the proposed regula-| In the past 18 months, the Sut- 
tions, also be entitled to a share | ton, once a subsequent-run nabe, 
| from the production pool. So far| has had to book only three films. 
| as can be ascertained, the proceeds | Its current tenant, Eagle Lion’s 
| from this pool will be distributed | “The Winslow Boy,” looks like it 
among afl producers of British! Will run well into the fall in view 























outsiders to control the destinies | films, according to the earnings of | Of a take of $13,000 for its first | 


each film. In other words, it’s an| week; $11,200 for its second and 
incentive to a successful producer, | $11,000 for its third in a small 
but not to extravagance. For exam- | house. 
ple, a film costing £100,0000 to; Another Gotham sureseater with 
make, which, say, grosses £300,-| almost as strong a record is the 
000, would receive a larger share | Trans Lux, now playing J. Arthur 
than a film costing £500,000, which | Rank’s 
grossed only £250,000: nets.” 
There's little indication, too, that | $13,700 in its first week and is 


this new scheme will stimulate | likely to rack up $11,500 for the | 
| Gordine spent $900,000 on the 


much new British production, | second stanza. Trans Lux, a 400- 
either by the Rank Organization or | seater, has played four prior pix 





Prods. Hold Back 


uum, Continued from page 3 





these films, the producers are 
holding back for varied reasons 
in giving their assent for a re- 
lease by the new company. While 
the attitude of the Chemical Bank 
& Trust Co. is not altogether clear, 
it is understood that the bank has 
not thrown its weight behind the 
merger to the extent of lending 
its active support in getting these 
okays. The bank, financier of 





“Kind Hearts and Coro-| 


Pic opened with a smash | *€ nal 
| since his pic has turned out to be 


downward tax revision goes | 


holding a_ final | 


| the indies. There will be a gradual | 
| improvement in the situation, with 
possibly a reprieve for Rank’s “This | 
Modern Age.” But the future is| 
by no means certain, and the in- | 
dustry will continue to move cau- | 
tiously until the complete pattern 


|of government policy is made clear. | 


LEGALIZED ‘BANK NIGHT’ | 
BOOSTS MINN. EXHIBS 


Minneapolis, June 27. | 
What North Central Allied heads | 
claim “may be a lifesaver’ for 
|many exhibitors is the legalization 
|of theatre “Bank Night” cash 
| giveaways, which have been out 
in Minnesota since 1947. The vali- 
dation is in consequence of a state 
supreme court Y-2 decision which 
|reverses a state attorney general 
‘opinion and lower court ruling 
‘that outlawed “Bank Night.” 
Acclaimed generally by inde- 
/pendent exhibitors, the clinching 
idecision approves the “Bank Night” 
‘set up by an Albert Lea, Minn., 
|theatre, where it was unnecessary 
ito buy an admission ticket to reg- 
ister and become eligible for the 
‘eash prize drawing. The court ma- 





jority he'd that “Bank Night,” so} 
,conducted, does not violate the| 


state anti-lottery or anti-gambling 
| laws. 

Theatre “Bank Night” was pro- 
hibited in Minnesota following a 
istate attorney general opinion in 
|August, 1947, declaring that, re- 
|gardless how conducted, it con- 
stituted a lottery. In a test suit 
|\brought by the Albert Lea, Minn., 


|Amus. Co., owners of the Albert 
‘Lea theatres, S. P. Halpern, coun- 
‘sel for the plaintiff, sought an in- 
junction to restrain county officials 
‘from interfering with “Bank 
|'Night” at the showhouses and an 
‘adjudication of its legality. After 
‘losing out in the lower court, Hal- 
-pern took the successful appeal. 


Lean Leaving Rank 
| For 2-Pic Korda Deal 


London, June 27. 

David Lean, British film director, 
is leaving the J. Arthur Rank set- 
/up to enter into a two-picture deal 
with Sir Alexander Korda. There’s 
'a question ag to whether his wife, 
actress Ann Todd, who has also 








‘been under contract to Rank, will 
‘move with him. 
| Lean made “Oliver Twist,” | 
“Great Expectations,” “In Which | 
We Serve” and numerous other 
top Rank pix. 


Martin-Lewis Team Set 
By Commercial Outfit 


Dean Martin, Jerry Lewis and 
Gigi Perreau, child actress, have 
been inked by Hollywood Enter- 
prises, Inc., commercial licensing 
outfit recently set up by former 
Metro exploitation chief William 
R. Ferguson, C. Edward Carrier 
and attorney Irwin Margulies. 

Outfit also includes Margaret 
O’Brien among the stars for whom 
lit handles tieups on royalty items, 
such as dolls, dresses, etc. 


New Indie Skeds 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Program of seven pictures has 
been mapped by Personality Pic- | 
tures Corp.,-new indie set up by 
Victor H. Halprin. 











Arnold North as veepee, Edward G. | 





as secretary. 


Since the beginning of October. 


SINGLE-BILL TREND 





UPS BRIEFIES—MORGAN 


Double- barrelled action is 
sighted by Oscar Morgan, Para- 
mount’s short subjects sales chief, 


shorts and newsreels. In a report 
on the subject, presented at the re- 
cent company studio convention, 
Morgan sees the current  b.o. 
troubles as leading to a general 
trend towards single-picture bills. 
This development is touted by the 
Paramounter as a prime factor in 
building playdates for the briefies. 

Importance of newsreels is again 
established, Morgan said, with the 
rash of television bans posted by 
various sports. He points out the 
recent block against videocasting 
rais 1 by the Big Ten football con- 
fe ence, professional gridiron and 
-oast Conference games. Tele is 
on the way out in hockey, basket- 
ball, horseracing (Kentucky Derby) 
and other sports, Morgan said. 

The reels have already picked 
up a number of accounts which 
were dropped “as a result of econ- 
omy or television hysteria,” Mor- 
gan added. Newsreels have a 
greater importance now then six 
months or a year ago, Par exec 
claims. 

In their hunt to overcome cur- 
rent lagging grosses, number of 
houses are turning to single bills, 
according to Morgan. Moreover, 
the growing demand in a number 
of situations for better breaks on 
feature product could be cured by 
a swing away from duals. He 
urges Par salesmen to jump into 
such situations by driving for 
wider bookings of shorts. 


Kodak’s Extended Service 


To provide more adequate na- 
tionwide coverage and improve 
service to the motion picture trade, 
Eastman Kodak is_ establishing 
new southern and midwest divi- 
sions. 

Effective July 1, Gordon Cham- 
bers will manage the southern sec- 
tor while Kenneth Mason heads the 
midwest branch. Meanwhile, 
Emery Huse continues as manager 
of the Coast division and E. M. 
Stifle remains as eastern division 
chief. 











ECA Seeks 


Continued from page 7 


the ball. 
with industryites in various 
branches during his many years in 
the film biz. Prior to the Mayer 
appointment, both March of Time 
and 20th-Fox reached agreement 
with the ECA to turn out a num- 
ber of briefies on appropriate 
themes. Large number of clips 
is also currently being used by 
the newsreel outfits. 

ECA pix are playing in the U.S., 
but mainly in 16m form. Agency 
would like to widen its U.S. screen- 
time to include theatre playing 
35m prints. Production in Europe 
is headed by Lothar Wolf, formerly 
with M of T. Films are currently 
made by foreign documentary pro- 
ducers. 


“Counterpart” funds used for 














to ECA by foreign governments as 


Halprin heads the indie with} proceeds from the sales mm them 
oin is 


of American commodities. 


rather than dollars. 


He has had wide contacts | _ 


numerous FC indies producers, 
has remained mainly aloof, there- 


| by increasing Bernhard’s difficul- 


ties. 
As an instance of 


now faced by Bernhard in meeting | 


his commitment, Sasha Gordine 
producer of “Time Running Out,” 
new pic starring Dane Clark, is 
withholding his okay. Gordine 


would prefer a major company re-| 


lease and probably could get it, 
a likely grosser. 


'pic, which is being distributed in 
| Europe by Discina Films. Chemical 
bank has agreed to grant a pickup 
loan on “Time,” but will not do 
so until it sees the print. 
‘is currently on the way to the 
|U. S. Moreover, Chemical will not 
|lurge Gordine to sanction the mer- 
ger. EL, for its part, is anxious to 
| get the pic for ELC. 


‘ring George Sanders, Herbert Mar- 
|shall and Agnes Moorehead, is also 
being held back. In New York 
Danziger 
okaying the merger so far as “St. 
Benny, the Dip” is concerned, On 


refused to intervene. Moreover, 
there are reports that the bank’s 
lawyers ere insistent that every 
detail be cleared up before it goes 
along. 

As for EL, it wants delivery of 
the eight new films in accordance 
with the merger promises of FC. 
Company, however, has not taken 
a stickler’s stand and is willing 
to work out a deal for substantial 
| compliance. The eight films are all 
|in the “A” bracket and are there- 
|fore highly important to ELC’s fu- 
\ture profits. 





Series of meets will continue | 


|during the week in an effort to 
|work out both the ieterim and 
'final pact. Present suspended situ- 
|ation cannot last much longer since 


| several of the parties fear legal | 


repercussions if ELC keeps going 
| without sanction on paper. Hence, 
'these may pull out before long un- 
less the snarl is untangled. 


ing Wilhelm Zwillinger and David 


They agreed this week to stick 
along for the time being. 

If the merger should collapse, 
Bernhard would take back his 
product without any opposition 
i\from EL. However, his position is 
|serious, since he has already dis- 
banded his organization. 








Mayo, Dennis Morgan 
To Make Church Pic 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Virginia Mayo and Dennis Mor- 
gan, members of the congregation, 
| will make “Christ on Trial,” re- 
| ligious film, for First Presbyterian 
Church of Hollywood when they 
finish respective Warner roles. 

Dr. Louis Evans, head of church, 
'made arrangements with Jack L. 
Warner to use both. 








i Las Vegas Wide Open 


For ‘Irma West’ Bow 


Las Vegas, June 27. 

World, preem of Paramount’s 
“My Friend Irma Goes West” at 
the E] Portal theatre here yester- 
day (Monday), and an accOmpany- 
|ing two-day fanfare, proved to be 
'a big, colorful “open house.” Some 
| 150 press and radio junketeers 
were brought in from all points of 
the country. Schedule was on a 
| 48-hour, no-sleep basis, with town 





Flamingo hotel, 
|ducer Hal Wallis, 


|sent out live or transcribed. Par 


| and Wallis contingent was headed | 


production are monies turned over|UP by stars Marie Wilson, Dean | 
Martin, Jerry Lewis and Diana | 


Lynn. Also on hand were Jay 


| Livingston and Ray Evams, writers | 


Gray as treasurer and Sidney Sharp | in the form of foreign currencies | of the film’s tunes. Jay C. Flippen 


emceed. 


the troubles | 


This | 


as helping an upbeat swing in both | Another film made abroad, star- | 


brothers are balking at | 


this film, also, Chemical bank has | 


Outside money interests, includ- | 


Baird, could withdraw now since | 
ithe deadline date has been passed. | 


wide open for the visiting scribes. | 
| preem head- | 
quarters, rolled out the welcome | 
|mat as did Par flacks, “Irma” pro- | 
Chamber of | 
|Commerce and other_ civic bodies. | 
| Several network shows were either | 


EL-FC Merger 
Outcome to Cue 


Rank Renewal 


London, June 27. 
Outcome of the merger negotia- 
| tions between Eagle Lion and Film 
| Classics and how well the new 
operation works, when and if final 


papers are inked, will. determine 
whether J. Arthur Rank renews 
his reciprocal distribution contract 
| with EL. Understood that Rank 
is watching the new developments 
carefully with that in mind, al- 
though the present pact still has 
18 months to run. 

There has been some criticism 
in the Rank organization as to the 
| way EL has handled the large 
| group of British pix which have 
| already found their way to the 
Ee distrib’s exchanges. 
| 
| 
} 





Both 
Rank and John Davis are still dis- 
satisfied with the returns rung up 
by their unit’s pix in the U. S. not- 
withstanding the big grosses of 
“Hamlet” and “Red Shoes.” That 
| dissatisfaction has seeped into the 
relations between Rank, Davis and 
| El toppers. 


| In the past, Rank officials were 
| also unhappy over the grosses on 
pix released through Universal. 
| There, too, the feeling came from 
a belief that the maximum was not 
| being extracted by the major. 
| However, a series of meetings 
while Rank was in the U. S. earlier 
in the year ironed out the dif- 
ficulties. Relations now are at 
their best. For this reason, it is 
expected that Rank will turn his 
complete product over to U if he 
breaks with EL. 


Under the Rank-EL contract, 
both sides promise to consider 
| seriously renewal when the ques- 
tion comes up. This is more a 
moral than legal obligation. Either 
side can ‘call the deal off on the 
expiration date, Dec. 31, 1951. 


Should there be no renewal, EL 
would continue handling pix al- 
| ready in release for some time to 
come. Rank would release EL 
product also for a considerable 
| Stretch. It is so arranged under 
| the contract which gives each dis- 
trib the right to continue releasing 
films already in circulation for a 
five-year period from the date any 
pic was first released. 














Goldwyn-Korda 


Continued from page 3 

















Goldwyn is willing to accept for 
American distribution “The Re- 
turn of the Pimpernel.” Pic, which 
was made by Korda in a co-pro- 
duction deal with Goldwyn, was 
nixed by the latter as not up to 
standard. Korda insisted it was, 
but has reshot part of it. Goldwyn 
is said to have gandered the new 
version and okayed it, with the re- 
y the countersuits will be called 
off. 

| a 
™ 4 ENGINE DOUGLAS DC-4S 


Direct from LaGuardia and Newark 


Round 
Trip Special 











CALIFORNIA $80 


each 
way 


Fiy Now—Pay Later 1 WAY $868 


Miami $35 non-stop Chicage $24 
Plus Tax 


Ply, NORTH AMERICAN 
2 _ AIRLINES: 


Make your advance reservations now! 


BRyant 9-6492 


503 Sth Ave. (at 42 St.), Suite 100 


—__-——_—————_—_ 


UL 5-3888 "st. coorse 


Free Ticket Delivery irregular Flights 
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xk k k * = 630 9th Ave. 
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| oleum, lights, fiz- 
it * Contact tures, etc. For sublet. 
HARRIS, NEWMARK & CO. 
1339 Broadway L060. 5-2600 
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Clins from 


CHICAGO 


Harry Brown, former manager 
of Sheridan theatre, appointed 
manager of the Oriental by Harold 
Costello. 





Erwin Stacel took over as man- | 


ager of National Screen Service, | 


berg. Stacel has been a salesman 
in the Chi office for the last two 
years, prior to that was manager | 
of Wurlitzer office in Minneapolis. 

Camera crews from 20th-Fox in 
town shooting Loop backgrounds 
for “The Jackpot.” 

Sam Lamansky, business agent 
for Local 45 of IATSE and head 
of Columbia’s shipping department 
here, named a delegate to IATSE 
convention in Detroit, Aug. 14. 

James Gregory and Pete Pona- 
gos, Alliance circuit toppers, visit- 
ing Seatile to buy films for their 
23 Midstates circuit theatres in 
Washington. 

John Rau, head of newly formed 
Rau Theatre Corp., took over op- 
eration of the Rex theatre in Chi- 
cago Heights. 

Carnegie, arty house, eliminated 
matinees. 


replacing the late Harris jesman | 


Russ Johnson, of Jerry Fair- 
banks Productions, Col. R. H. 
Ranger, of Rangertone Co., and 


George Oakley, of Bell & Howell, 
addressed central section of So- 
ciety of Motion Picture and Tele- 
vision Engineers here June 22. 
Dan Carmell, attorney for Mo- 
tion Picture Operators Union, hos- 
pitalized with pneumonia attack. 


ST. LOUIS 


A new corporation, the Queens 
Amus. Co., purchased the Queens, 
indie nabe here, from Tom Curley 
who recently shuttered the house. 

J. R. Luckey, Wheatland, Mo., 
purchased equipment of shuttered 


| Variety 


Butler, West Plains, Mo., at auc- 
tion sale and will reopen the 
house. | 


John Dugan, on booking staff of | 
20th-Fox exchange here, upped to 
salesman succeeding Eugene Fitz- 
gibbon, who resigned to manage a 
house in Windsor, Canada. 

Fanchon & Marco’s_ publicity 
staff promoted three co-op full 

age ads in three local dailies to 
aad biz for its three midtown 
Fox, Missouri and St. Louis. Ty- 
ing in with merchants in immedi- 
ate area of the three houses, ads 
were run on three consecutive 
Wednesdays. 

Mrs. Regina Steinberg, owner of 
the Madison, Madison, IIl., elected 
to directorate of MPTOA of East- 
ern Missouri and Southern Illinois 
to succeed George’ Kerasotes, 
Springfield, Il., resigned. 

Ten p.m. curfew law enacted in | 
Hurst, Ill., which boasts one film | 
house, the 492-seater owned by. 
T. E. Bracken. 

Thomas Bracken sold the Royal, 
Royalton, Mo., to A. M. Thompson, 
Cobden, Il. 

Martin D’Arcy purchased the 
Armo Airdome in South St. Louis 
from Mrs. C. A. Holtzman. 

The Queens, an indie nabe in 
St. Louis, reopened by the Queens 
Amus. Co., headed by Phil Nanos. 

Howard Zulauf and Sam Schu- 
chard shuttered their Lexington, 
an indie nabe in North St. Louis 
for summer. 

Dean Davis, owner of the Davis, 
West Plaines, Mo., received check | 
for $15.76 from St. Louis Public | 
Service Co. for damage done to) 
his automobile in a crash. Davis, 
Tom Edwards and Frank Plumlee, | 
Farmington, Mo., exhibs were re- 
turning from a night baseball 
game when accident occurred. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Jeanne Carmen, Hollywood star- 
let and Universal’s ‘Comanche 


Queen,” made a number of per-. 
sonal, radio and TV appearances | 


to plug “Comanche Territory” at 
RKO-Orpheum. 

Minnesota Amus. Co. holding 
“Annie Get Your Gun” contest 
with lion cub, shipped in from Cal- 
ifornia, as first prize. Contest win- 
ner, however, will have choice of 
$150 in cash. 

Lower loop 1,700-seat Palace, re- 
verting from Minnesota Amus. Co. 
to owners, Bennie Berger circuit, 
has late-run dual policy. 

After being rebuilt following 
second windstorm destruction, Aus- 
tin. Minn., drive-in has reopened. 

Don Swartz, independent distrib- 
ufor and new owner of Gopher, 
former Paramount circuit down- 
town house, in N. Y. for Realart 
conferences. He distributes prod- 
uct in Minneapolis and Milwaukee. 
_Amos Tweeden, Fargo, N. D., ex- 
hibitor, seriously injured in auto 
accident. 

Harry B. French, Paramount cir- 
cuit prexy, back from California 


where he attended wedding of his 


'“Canada Carries On” in new post | 


‘zine, announced Mulholland’s ap- | 


| Principal Theatres in Porterville, | 


England flack for Metro to become 
district manager for Philip Smith’s 
Midwest Theatres. Goes over in 
July. 

The Yathin’s Research Labora- 
tory, a gift of Mr. and Mrs. Nathan 
Yamins to the Beth Israel Hospital, 
was dedicated before a large group 
of friends and members of the hos- 
pital staff. Reportedly costing 
about $200,000, the lab was gifted 

Bill Soper, Paramount office ‘0 hospital in honor of Mr. and 
manager, driving back from com- | Mrs. bg oe vo a 
pany’s convention in Los Angeles,| S@muel Pinanski, prez 0 


has : can Theatres Corp. and head of 
eoveren B.O00 mules in cares Gays. TOA, made an honorary professor 


‘of Lowell Textile University. 
PITTSBURGH — 
| INDIANAPOLIS 


Matilda Kiel, after 16 years here | 
“Baron of Arizona,” showing 


with AMPTOA of Western Penn-| 
first-run day-date at Theatair Twin 


sylvania, resigned her executive 
post to go with Levinson Steel Co., and Westlake drive-ins, being the 
first time it has happened here. 


Film Row 








n. 
M-G held office picnic at Cos- 
tello’s Grove. 


being replaced by Natalie Julius. 
Sid Pink, former Pittsburgh ex- 


mame BR AB ge: og on will hold its annual summer outing: 


é and golf tournament at Indianap- 
in iae Angeies. s Country Club Aug. 7. 


ee li 
Henry Brenner and William C. ° me Aaah. 
Colella taking over Paramount at |, Mare Wolf, pom fs gel ape 


New Castle, will rename it ag aataa 
Vogue. Lease is from A. J. Mas- "€T®- 
ters, long-time operator of house. 
Par, WB, 20th, UA and RKO 
have entered percentage actions 
against Austin Interrante, owner 
of the Rowlands, in Philipsburg, 
Pa. Claim damages for alleged 
unreported receipts by exhib. 


CALGARY 


David Flexer, operator of the 
Flexer chain throughout the mid- 
south, tossed a party for Harry 
Martin, former Commercial Appeal 
amusements editor and currently 
ECA advisor on labor affairs in 
Paris. Members of the local press, 








New War 


Continued from page 5 











gionals have taken up the cry 
against percentage seling. 
Metroites readily concede that 
“Battleground” is a must-percent- 
age film while denying the Rem- 
busch claim that “Annie Get Your 
Gun” is being sold on the same 
basis. William F. Rodgers, Metro’s 
distribution veepee, ordered per- 
centage selling down-the-line for 
radio and film row attended the | Battleground,” it is said, because 
snazzy shindig, held at the local) he believes that every couple of 
Club, for Martin, who. years one pic should be sold that 
made a flying visit here from Paris.| way. Whether the explanation 
Martin then left here to preside| would clear the air is dubious in 
over the American Newspaper! view of the bitterness in which Al- 
Guild convention in Washington. | lied regards the policy. 
been palsy-waity for yeara Martin | Reason, for a percentage film 
:  aghcaey age ae | periodically is to give the distri 
— former VARIETY mugg in Mem- an opportunity of checking the 
phis. , 
i es | business done by every theatre 
MEMPHIS 'with which it deals. By this 
means, distrib has a handy gauge 
Bert Wiber, assistant manager of to check whether its flat rentals 
Capitol here, named manager of! are scaled correctly. Rodgers is a 
the Empress, Edmonton, Alta., suc- | firm believer in this simple method 
ceeding Everett C. Ethridge, who of so determining. 
died June 4. 
Manager of the Palace here and Same sort of approach by Para- 
vet of 26 years with Famous Play- Mount to drive-ins has caused 
ers Canadian Corp., P. D. “Pete” | plenty of griping by ozoner opera- 
Egan retired June 10. His suc- tors. Par will not sell a drive-in 
cessor is Don Menzies, assistant aS a mew account without first 
manager of house. 
Fred G. Tickell, formerly with age basis. Company feels by so 
the Capitol, Calgary, made mana-| doing it can,check what terms to 


ae ar 3 ae w and Roxy, charge thereafter. 
Medicine at, Alta., succeeding | : : lor . 
Bob Shackleford,  Lethbridge.| , Pa™ is tackled by North Central 


3 : : i its claimed insistence on 
Shackleford had been handling job | Allied for i “pia; 

only temporarily after the death| Percentage terms for “Riding 
of Leo Maher. High” and other top pix. “Many, 


Neth ieee cna | many exhibitors will pass up the 
OTTAWA 


| picture,” NCA bulletin declares, 
National Film Board 


| “at a time when every good picture 

staff should be shown in every theatre 

changes set Don Mulholland, pro- in the country, if we are to make 
ducer of NFB's shorts series. the slogan, ‘Movies Are Better 
| Than Ever,’ mean anything except 


f ‘ - i i . ¥ i ) ; i « 
of production ‘director.’ SwitthesGrpty tak which will eventually 


of Ross McLean, Canadian film | ®4Ve the public laughing at us. No 
commissioner, and his assistant, | S™art exhibitor is going to pay per- 


Ralph Foster, both now in okay | centage, go all out in exploitation, 


film posts with the United Nations. and then be penalized later for his 
McLean’s successor, Arthur Irwin,| efforts by being forced to pay 
former editor of Maclean’s maga-| higher flat rentals.” 

At the same time, NCA lauds 
pointment as well as that of James the security product plan of Par, 
Beveridge, producer, as NFB rep- which permits a small exhib to buy 
resentative in London, England. /a group of films flat with a 20% 


a ‘cancellation privilege. Allied, 
SAN FRANCISCO 


however, would like the plan to 


Sherrill C. Corwin named Lloyd #PPly on all pix to all theatres turn- 
Katz, formerly in Eagle Lion’s San; 198 in $500 per pic or less, while 
Francisco sales office, to buy and Par has set the limit at $75-$100. 
book for North Coast Theatres Company claims it is dealing with 
Corp. in San Francisco and for over 3,000 accounts on this basis. 
Par flatly denies the Rembusch 
| Tracy and Sacramento. Norman charge that it has “coerced” upped 
Newman, formerly overseeing prod-| scales on “Samson.” In_ several 
‘uct for the Principal houses, will areas, distrib asserts, including 
concentrate his duties in circuit’s’ metropolitan New York, 
home office here. -met on their own and agreed 

ee , among themselves to raise the tab 
BOSTON ‘to a uniform figure. In New York, 

B & Q Associates, operators of 4! subsequent-runs_ played the 
14 theatres in this area, have ini- film at a $1 top. Moreover, Par 
tiated free admissions to children Contends that several houses played 


under 12 if accompanied by par- the film without any boost in price. | 


ents at matinee and evening shows 


In the face of strong exhib resist- 
at their Quincy houses. 


If plan ance in certain parts of the coun- 


catches on, circu-t will attempt it try, Metro will garner about $5,- | 


at their other spots. ; 000,000 in domestic rentals on 
Installation of a huge video set “Battleground,” it is said. If the 

on the Parkman Bandstand on Bos- company can iron out its dispute 

ton Common stopped by opposition film wiil improve even further in 

a group of theatre operators. | its possibilities. 

ed by Frank Lydon, committee ‘There is little chance-of the cur- 


unearthed an ancient city ordi- rent battle being dropped in the 


/nance that forbids installati ’ . 

‘any commercial ieotiiaa a Government slap. Dept. of Justice 
| Hub’s historic spot. in the Jolson dispute made it 
| Clayton Eastman appointed dis- | Clear that it has no concern with 
_trict manager of the newly formed | t€?™s charged. That is a matter 
Eagle Lion Classics, Inc. and wil] | 0% the open, competitive market, 
_ be assisted by Harry Segal, branch | Government attorneys say. How- 
| manager, and Edward Renick, sales | ever, D of J would consider a con- 
manager. Joe Mansfield will han-| tention that a distrib is skirting 
dle publicity, | the ban on price-fixing through the 

Ken Prickett resigned as New  tertas demanded on a pic. 


Indpls. Tent No. 10 of Variety | 


booking several pix on a percent- | 


exhibs | 








Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, June 27. 


Europe in September to survey 
market there... “The Return of 
Gilbert and Sullivan” will be made 
as a three-reeler by Irving Allen. 


original lyrics from the G&S “Io- 





“H.M.S. Pinafore” will be used... 
| Leif Erickson draws the male lead 
‘for Breakston-McGowar 
itions’ “Tokyo File 212,” story of 
|Army Intelligence in Japan dur- 
ling the late war... Errol Flynn 
land William Marshall are negoti- 
!ating with Republic to put up part 
of the coin for and distribute ““The 
Bargain,” which they'll make in 
Europe as their first indie venture. 

Howard Keel’s fourth starring 


Stanley Kramer shoves off for 


| ing to begin lensing on the home 


‘lot... Robert 





| 
' 


Stillman bought 
“Horsie,” by Derothy .Parker, as 
one of three episodes of ‘‘Queen 
for a Day.” 

James Hayward drew a role in 


Sportmens’ Quartet will be used | Vengeance Valley” at Metro... 


for the picture and some of the| 


Walter Hart, formerly a shorts di- 
rector at Metro, will direct “The 


lanthe”, “Pirates of Penzance” and | Goldbergs” at Paramount... Mac- 


| Kinlay Kantor scripting ‘‘Force of 


| 


Produc- | 


role at Metro is in “Three Guys | 


Named Mike,” 
sical Wendy 
the lead opposite Leon Errol in 
“Texas Tough Guy,” another in 
George Bilson’s series of shorts 
at RKO... Edmund Grainger set 
Aug. 
“Flying Devil Dogs,” 


his first non-mu- | 
Waldron playing | 


15 as the starting date for' 
first of the, 


five pictures he’ll make for RKO! 


release Hal Chester inked a 


deal with Monogram for two more | 


‘Joe Palooka”’ films to be delivered 
'within the next eight months 
Producer Alan LeMay turned char- 
acter actor for a role in his “Que- 
bec,” which Paramount will re- 
lease. 

Dan Dailey, currently 
in “Call Me Mister,” 


starring 
was reop- 


ltioned by 20th-Fox for another | 


|\two years... Benny Burt and Rob- 


ert Bice, who played a gangster | § ‘ a } : 
'“Four in a Jeep” in Vienna for 


‘team in “M,” moved over to Olym- 


pic Productions “Cry Danger” to} 


do the same thing... 
Landi talking possible production 
iof “The Hogger,”’ screen original 
/penned by Ben Maddew and How- 
ard Da Silva... William F. Broidy 
bought “Island Freighter,” a short 
istory by Charles Yerkow 


|at Monogram... 
| will supervise and direct the mu- 
sical takeoff of “Carmen,” which 


and | 
scheduled it for early production | 
Viadimir Rosing | 


Anthony | 


Metro is including in “Grounds for | 


Marriage”... 


Charles Lang drew. 


the director of photography assign- | 


'ment on Paramount’s “Ace in the 
Hole.” 

| 
career, Ben Hecht will screenplay 
a western. He’s been signed to 
script “Convict Lake,” which Frank 
Rosenberg will produce at 20th- 
Fox... Jeffrey Bernerd picked 
\“Amazon Jungle” as his next pro- 
duction after “The Pride of Mary- 
_land” at Monogram... John Banse 
|'was set over the weekend to han- 
dle script supervision on Metro’s 
'“Across the Wide Missouri.’’... 
Billy Wilder will launch production 
‘of the Kirk Douglas starrer, ‘Ace 


/month... Donald Randolph will 

|play a psychiatrist in ‘Fourteen 

— currently lensing at 20th- 
Ox. 

| William Mayberry, of 20th’s 

|casting office, will take off shortly 
for Hawaii to line up players for 


For the first time in his writing | 


Arms,” which Anthony Veiller in- 
herited for production at Warners 
after Jerry Wald left the lot... 
Al St. John, Jack Helt, Ann 
Gwynn and Tom Neal inked for 
support in “King of the Bullwhip,.” 
for Western Adventure Produc- 
tions. 

Harry Bellaver, who originated 
the Sitting Bull role in the Broad- 
way version of “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” signed a seven-year pact at 
Paramount .. . Jack Bailey, emcee 
of radio’s “Queen for a Day,” 
makes his film debut as, strangely 
enough, a radio announcer in “Mrs. 
O’Malley and Mr. Malone” at 
Metro ... Ron Ormend makes his 
bow as a director on “King of the 
Bullwhip,” second in his current 
series of Lash LaRue productions 
under the Western Adventures 
banner ... Jeff Corey and James 
Miilican play New York police 
sergeants in 20th-Fox’s ‘Fourteen 


Hours”. . . Billy House landed the 
comedy lead in the Randolph 
Scott starrer, “Santa Fe,’ which 


Scott and Harry Joe Brown are 
producing at Columbia. 

Irving Pichel will make his first 
screen appearance in many years 
in Columbia’s “Santa Fe,” which 
he also directs ... Dennis O’Keefe 
set to go abroad in August to make 


Praessens Films Superior 
Court okayed a Metro thespact for 
18-year-old French ballerina, Les- 
lie Caron, beginning with “An 
American in Paris,” at $500 a week 
and working up to $2,250 at the 
end of seven years . . . Silent pic- 
ture star Herbert Rawlinson inked 
to a top featured role in “Gene 
Autry and the Mounties” at Co- 
lumbia ... Sam Wiesenthal bought 
“The Heat’s On,” an original by 
Paul McNamara, for lensing under 
his Olympic Productions banner 
. .. Monogram moved the starting 
date of “Dixieland Rhythm” up to 
July 24, with Lindsley Parsons 
producing. 

Gloria Drew, spotted by Cecil B. 
DeMille in Florida and inked to a 
term contract by Paramount, will 
make her bow in DeMille’s “Great- 
est Show on Earth”... Aaren 


| Rosenberg drew producer reins on 


“Cattle Drive’ at UI with Jack 
Natteford moving onto the lot to 
prepare the original story... 
Jack Boyle, son of Johnny Boyle, 
who was Jimmy Cagney’s dance 
coach for years, drew a featured 
role in the Cagney starrer, “The 


| West Point Story,” at Warners 
|in the Hole,” in Gallup, N.M., next | 


'“Bird of Paradise,” which Darryl | 


Zanuck will produce with Delmer 
Daves directing. Owen McLain will 
take over Mayberry’s duties dur- 
,ing his absence... Kurt Neumann 
‘and Murray Lerner, Lippert’s jack- 
|pot boys with their ‘“Rocketship 
XM,” will continue as a team on 
other exploitation pix. They’ve 
registered “Twenty Thousand Lea- 
gues Under The Sea” and ‘Lost 
Continent” for their next two 

Edward Small’s production of “Va- 
lentino” will wind shooting shortly 
on a 36-day schedule... Because 


Samuel Bischoff believes there are compare to Cincinnati.” 











Cincy Indies 
ae continued from page 7 
ter attempted to compare current 
business with that in the prewar 
era, Which is generally considered 
an index of comparative business. 
But, the Cincy exhibs declared: 
“We are calling this to your at- 
tention because we are in trouble 
and need help. Cincinnati has been 
described as the hottest television 














,spot in the U. S. and more sets 


|too many cops and robbers pix. 


| already on RKO’s lineup, studio has | to review their “expectancy quotas” 


shelved plans for production of 
'“Secrets of the .'rench Police”. 

/Penny Edwards steps to bat for 
the third time as Rey Rogers’ fem- 


were sold here per capita during 
these three months (to which the 
boxoffice figures apply) than in any 
other area. We know that there 
is a general decline in attendance 
all over the country but nothing to 


Pleading for the film sales chiefs 


‘for the area and “give us some 


much-needed help,” the letter add- 


.ed: “After the first shock has sub- 


‘me lead in Republic’s “Trail of | 


Robin Hood”... Lillian Randolph, 
‘the Madame Queen of the Amos 
\"n’ Andy airshow, draws an off- 
‘screen job dubbing one of the 
voices in Fred Quimby’s cartoon, 
|““Cat of Tomorrow,” at Metro. 

Lloyd Nolan inked for a top role 


_in “The Lemon Drop Kid,” Bob. 
| Hope starrer which got underway | 
last week at Paramount... Gene. 


Kelly will co-direct as well as star 
in “An American in Paris” with 
Vincente Minelli at Metro . 


sided and our lost audience has 
gotten tired of their TV sets and 
returned to the theatres, then it 
will be time, enough for the film 
companies to get the kind of terms 
they are asking us for now, and 


- which we cannot meet under our 


present distressed condition.” 
Wood's letter quoted tax figures 

from cities and towns throughout 

Ohio showing a b.o. skimp from 9% 


‘in Cleveland Heights to the 43° 


ith! in Cincy. 
» > wees 


| Delmar’s novel, “About Mrs. Les-| 


lie,” was purchased by Paramount 
/}and assigned to George Stevens 
| for fall production . . . Veteran ra- 
| df announcer Hy Averback makes 
| tions’ “Cry Danger,” 
bookie . . . Metro’s 
Yankee” unit, headed by 


| his film debut in Olympie Produc-| 
playing a) 
“Magnificent | 
star. 


| Louis Calhern and Edward Franz) 


fy. director John Sturges, planed 
in from Washington location shoot- 


your 


“As an important ex- 
ecutive of one of the leading com- 
panies of the industry,” he told the 
company prexies, “the foregoing 
dismaying and frightening figures 
should cause you much concern for 
the future of the industry, the in- 
terests of your stockholders and 
the vast investment in brick and 
mortar not only of your own com- 
pany but that of the thousands of 
film customers scattered 
throughout the country.” 
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VARIETY 








RADIO 


SARNOFF AND PALEY ‘TRUCE’? 


Corwin to Open, 


Oboler to Close’ 


WNBC, N. Y., now has a “staff” of laureates—poet, prose and 
otherwise—who have been commissioned to write the opening and 
closing announcements which sign the station on and off daily. 


The literati include Norman Corwin, Fannie Hurst, Arch Oboler 


Norman Cousins and Louis Untermeyer . The contributions by the 
group of leading American poets and writers will be alternated 


daily. 


As an example, one of the Untermeyer “signoffs” goes as fol- 


lows: ) 
Another day is done. 


Its work and worries are all in the past. The noisy streets are 
quiet, the fevered pace slows down, the pulse of the world beats 


more gently. 


l 


Town and country put out their lights. 
their places. Night bends closely, compassionately, over the earth. 


Stars take 


There is a lullaby in the air—something between 4 song and a 
sigh—a song of thanks for a day well spent or a sigh of relief. Take 
the night’s comfort. Put your cares to bed; soothe them with sleep. 
Tomorrow is another and perhaps a brighter day. 

Tonight’s peace is tomorrow’s promise. 

Peace, then, and the great gift of sleep. Take it. Let the eyes 
close and the mind slumber. Slip off into a dream—into the warm 


dark hours, into the heart of healing... 


. and comfort... 


into a drifting, drowsing 
. and a good Good Night. 





sea of quiet. 





Expendable’ Cleve. Agency Boys How! 
In Anguish at Blunt Press Attack 


Cleveland, June 27. 
Cleveland’s advertising frater- 
nity awoke last week (20) to find | 





LINK HUDDLE TC 
TALENT RAIDING 


Rumors were rife all over CBS 
| last week when RCA board chair- 
man David Sarnoff paid a visit to 
CBS board chairman William S. 
Paley at the latter’s 485 Madison 
avenue (N. Y.) suite of offices. 
Nobody in authority is speaking, 





possibility 
calling a truce on the unprece- 
dented raiding of talent, which 
culminated a couple of weeks 
back in the NBC grabbing off 
Groucho Marx and his sponsor, 
Plymouth-DeSoto. 

While verifying the Sarnoff visit 
to his office, Paley was reluctant 
to discuss what transpired, assert- 
ing that both he and the RCA 
board chairman have been seeing 
each other at intervals for “friend- 
ly discussions.” . 

It’s not exactly a secret that 
since the initial Paley raids on 
NBC talent nearly two years ago, 
which eventually put Columbia at 





the top of the rating heap and sub- | 


sequently inspired Sarnoff to un- | 





but major conjecture dwelt on the | 
of Sarnoff and Paley | 





Flirting With FCC? 
Washington, June 27. 

If the networks, notably 
NBC and CBS, get tough with 
their affiliates in their anxiety 
to recapture station time to 
make room for more sponsors 
in the wake of the daytime 
SRO situation, they may soon 
find themselves on the FCC 
carpet, 

The Federal regulatory body 
has in the past made it quite 
clear to stations that they 
must reserve sO many periods 
of the broadcasting day for 
local programming, including 
shows of a public service na- 
ture. Any attempt on the part 
of the webs to disrupt these 
schedules by moving in on sta- 
tion time, would not only in- 
vite trouble for the stations, 
| but would put the networks 
| out on the FCC limb. 














an editorial bombshell had been 
tossed under their 15% feather- Brown Shoe Co. (Buster Brown 
beds by Stanley Anderson, radio- Shoes), which _checked off the 
television editor of the Cleveland Smilin’ Ed McConnell NBC show 


Press. 

In a column that made Fred 
Wakeman’s “Hucksters” a Class C 
flicker, Anderson, in effect, 
the agency boys were not indis- 
pensable; that their 15% cut was 
unfair in comparison to what writ- 
ers, producers, etc., get, and that 
agency boys were glorified flacks 
sending out tidbits to the fourth 
estate. 

The roar from the anguished 
“sincere” boys hit fortissimo with- 
in an hour after the first edition 
of the Press hit the streets. 

Vacation plans were dropped, 
extended two-hour luncheons were 
scrapped, and golf plans were 
ruined as the trade vibrated from 
the repercussions. Protest letters 
and phone calls poured into the 
front office of the Press. In fact, 
one wag commented that if all the 


(Continued on page 34) 


ILGWU Deal For 
WINS Hot Again 


WINS, the Crosley-owned New 
York station which has been on 
and off the bidding block the past 
year, is again up for sale, and the 
International Ladies Garment 
Workers’ Union is reported dick- 
ering for its takeover as an AM 
adjunct to its WFDR-FM operation. 
This marks the second attempt 
of the ILGWU to gain possession of 
the 50,000-watt station, the union 
having matched the $750,000 offer 
that was previously made to WINS 


by the late Generoso Pope, owner 
of WHOM. 





While the Crosley interests sub- | 


Sequently turned down both the 
ILGWU and WHOM offers, it’s 
known that the Jim Shouse-Bob 


Dunville combine would still like | 


to divest itself of the New York 
Operation, preferring to expand its 
midwest radio-TV empire branch- 
ing out from Cincinnati (WLW 
and WLW-T). 


EQUITY CONTRACT COST 





ACKERMAN HIS VEEPEE <**** 


Naming of Harry Ackerman to 


the newly-created post of executive 


head of radio and television pro- 
duction for CBS has cost him his 
veepee stripes, it’s been learned. In 


said | 


Ed Smilin’ Again 


a few months back, is returning to 
radio. 

Company is buying the same 
show. Goes into the Saturday 
|morning 11 to 11:30 time. 


Pet Milk Buys 
Fibber & Molly; 


Drops Bob Crosby 


Fibber McGee & Molly (Jim and 
_Marian Jordan) will have a new 
sponsor when they go to the post 
|in the fall for the ’50-51 broadcast- 
ing season, It’s the Pet Milk Co., 
which presently sponsors the Sun- 
day night Bob Crosby musical on 
NBC. 

NBC finalized the deal over the 
past few days, following formal no- 
tice by Johnson’s Wax that it was 
‘cancelling out after a dozen years 
\of sponsorship. (Johnson outfit is 
| going TV instead). 
| Pet Milk deal is for AM only. 
| Show stays put in its Tuesday night 
/niche. Understood that the milk 
|company is scrapping the Saturday 
| stanza. 


KEIGHLEY’S FIVE-YEAR 
LUX THEATRE’ PACT 


Hollywood, June 27. 
William Keighley is expected to 
|sign new five-year pact as pro- 
ducer and host of ‘‘Lux Radio The- 


atre.” He was due in Monday 
(26) but was held up at Gallup, 
| New Mexico, where he’s directing 














| a film on location. 
| Cornwell Jackson, head of Holly- 
|wood J. Walter Thompson office, 


| has instructed attorneys to draw, 


|}up the contract, terms of which 
| Keighley has verbally approved. 
Since he has taken up residence 
in N. Y., Keighley will be forced to 
commute for Monday night broad- 


| 





Al Scalpone as V.P. 


' MecCann-Erickson agency this 
week appointed three additional 
| vice-presidents. 


J. Sealpone, director of radio and _ it’s-conceded that from then on the | teristics which affect the total pic- | 
ture of Greater New York’s AM Warner 


rivalry has been 
friendly. 

It’s considered likely that the 
Paley decision to move Bing Cros- 
| by into the Wednesday night at 9 
|time to slug it out with NBC's 
| Groucho Marx— a move which, it’s 
|conceded, must inevitably inflict 
damage on both stars—might con- 
ceivably have inspired last week’s 
conversations aimed at restoring 
the onetime “friendly enemies” 
status between the two webs. 

It’s long been felt in the trade 
that the continued 
among the two networks for top 
talent, with the resultant $3,000,- 
| 000—plus deals as in the case of 
Marx and more recently Bob Hope, 
|could only have the effect of per- 
| petuating in TV the high talent 
| costs that have existed jn, radiv 
'and which have been responsible 
in many instances for sponsors 
| turning sour on the medium. 


Schick Leaves, 
RCA Takes It 


Hollywood, June 27. 

_. Sehick-Eversharp is dropping out 
| of radio at the close of current 
'eycle of “Take It Or Leave,” end- 
‘ing 10 years sponsorship of the 
Jack Paar, currently 


anything but 











| 


| quizzer. 


jockeying | 


ors iw BCA pure sine n- Peary Powders 


| 
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Signs CBS Deal 


Hal Peary, creator of 

Gildersleeve,” is vamping the NBC 
Wednesday night show and has 
signed an exclusive contract with 
CBS covering radio and TV. Peary 
is reported to have made demands 
on Kraft, sponsors of the “Gilder- 
sleeve” program, which they re- 
fused to meet, with Peary’s result- 
ant powder. 

Status of the “Gildersleeve” 
future is in doubt, with some ques- 
tion as to whether Kraft, via Need- 
ham, Louis & Brorby, agency on 
the account, will look for someone 
else to take over the Peary role. 
At the moment, it adds up to an- 
other half-hour casualty for NBC. 

Peary is being set for a new 
radio series starting this fall on 
Columbia, with a TV stanza also 
being talked up. His deal with 
CBS provides a flat payment on a 
“play or no play” basis, with in- 
creased earnings when and if a 
sponsor is picked up. 


Lenny Safire to WNBC 
As Gen. Asst. to Cott 


{| Lenny Safire, until now a staffer 








Mary Margaret in the Middle Of 
Awkward NBC Network Time Snarl 


+ NBC, its N. Y. flagship WNBC 





| 
| 


On ‘Gildersleeve’s izsirs,S3tseune hat “on 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 


| 


“Great | 





working the show, moves with it on the “We, the People” show, has | 
next. fall to RCA, which has signed | joined WNBC-WNBT, key stations | 


|him for radio and TV although no 
| plans for the latter have been dis- 
cussed as yet. 
Show will remain in its same 
Sunday night NBC time, with 
| Biow, which controls the ‘Take It” 
_ package, continuing as the agency. 
| That means the RCA radio billings 


| will switch from J. Walter Thomp- | Cott, however, stil. plans to find j, 


| son to the Biow company. 


| 


 Trony Rides at CBS 


| Cancellation of the WCBS (N.Y.) 
“CBS Views the Press” as of last 





substitution of a new CBS news 
show, “Correspondents’ Scratch- 
pad,” which goes in this Saturday 
(2), has more than its quota of 
ironic touches. 

“CBS Views the Press” for more 


Saturday’s (24) broadcast, with the 


|of the C web in N. Y., as gen- 
‘eral assistant to Ted Cott, man- 
| ager of the two outlets. 

| While his official~ duties have 
‘not yet been defined, Safire will 
itake’ over temporarily as advertis- 
ing promotion manager, replacing 


recently resigned. 


‘Murry Harris, 


| 


| 
| 
H 


| 
| 





| 
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operation, and Mary Margaret Mc- 
Bride found themselves in the mid- 
dle of an awkward situation this 
week over the network’s attempt to 
recapture the 1 to 2 p. m. hour. 
The station’s top femme commen- 
tator and personality through the 
years has brought multiple spon- 
sors to the time segment worth 
$250,000 a year in billings. 

The hours of 12 (noon) to 2 p. m. 
is station time. Miss McBride has 
been identified with the 1 to 2 pe- 
riod for years, building up one of 
the major followings among Man- 
hattan radio personalities. Recent- 
ly, however, NBC sold the 1:45 toe 
2 p. m. niche to Manhattan Soap 
for the “We Love and Learn” day- 
time serial. In expanding last week 
stations, Manhattan Soap 
served notice it wanted the New 
York market along with the rest of 
the country. 

NBC has offered to turn over the 
1 to 2 hour on television for a new 
TV buildup for Miss McBride if she 
will yield the radio time and move 
into a new AM period. On the 
one hand, it means possible jeop- 
ardy of Miss McBride’s client bil- 
lings in view of the disruption of a 
longtime AM listening habit. On 


time sellout with the resultant need 
to recapture more station time, 
doesn’t want to court disfavor of 
national clients. 

Meanwhile Miss McBride, suf- 
fering from a bursitis affection, is 
doing her broadcast from her hotel 
apartment for the next few weeks. 


Sinatra Signed 
To CBS Exclusive 


Frank Sinatra has been inked to 
a five-year exclusive by CBS, cov- 
ering both AM and TV, ending the 
NBC vs. Columbia jockeying for 
his services. The web is current- 
ly building a half-hour video va- 
riety stanza for the singer, prep- 
ping it for a fall premiere. No 
specific radio plans have yet been 
evolved. TV show looks set for 
Sat. at 9, opposite NBC’s “Satur- 
day night Revue.” 

Sinatra’s longterm deal is -re- 
ported to involve a salary of $250,- 
000 a year on a sustaining basis, 
with a share in the sponsorship 
take. 

Sinatra leaves for Berlin this 
weekend and goes into the Pal- 
ladium, London, for four weeks, 
following Jack Benny’s engage- 
ment. 


NBC MULLS RADIO 
VERSION OF ‘KUKLA’ 


NBC is looking to its TV talent 
hypo AM programming. Web 
mulling possible formats for a 








to 


| another person to fil’ that spot per-| radio version of its “Kukla, Fran 
manently. Safire, in addition, will! ‘and Ollie.” in which puppeteer 


trouble-shoot on both radio and | purr Tillstrom and Fran Allison 


TV shows for the stations. 
| 


| The Bronx Dissents 








would be starred. Series is being 
considered for a Saturday morning 
spot, with an appeal to kids, and 
some of the sophisticated material 


Some station and web research will be replaced by juve-slanted 


staffers are giving the Bronx cheer | stories. 


‘to C. E. Hooper’s new sample in 


This week Studs Terkel, who 


the New York area—which leaves | does the TV “Stud’s Place” series, 


out the Bronx. 


| 


launched “Voice of the Terkel” as 


| The statistical fraternity question | AM replacement for Dave. Garro- 


the validity of Hooper's bypassing 


than two years was kudosed as per-| the borough in his phone calling 


| haps the most unusual, hard-hitting 


| survey. An area that populous—it 


| show of its kind on the air, bring-| ranks fourth among all counties in 


‘ing the web a flock of awards. A 
'few months back CBS yanked Don 


his previous berth as Coast pro-|tele programs; William C. Dekker, program went into a decline from 
| which if never recovered. But CBS and TV preferences. , 
| For instance, it’s cited, “The|Myer Schine, of the Schine pix 
| Goldbergs” (with its Bronx locale) | circuit in upstate New York and 
‘and the New York Yankees and close friend of Maizlish, it’s been 


stamming chief for the web he en- 
Joyed the v.p. designation. 

, Under his new longterm contract, 
Ackerman will get an equity in the 
new AM-TV shows he develops. It 


“ppears that such equity privileges | years ago as head of AM and TV |the “edi 


|director of radio and television 
| service, and Frederick Anderson, 
‘who was also named a member of 
/agency’s advisory committee. 


| Scalpone joined the agency two 





off the show. 


| P. S.: The CBS substitute show, 
has Hollenbeck as! Giants ballcasts (with both Yankee | learned. 


. “Scratchpad,” 


stood pat in keeping Hollenbeck 


the metropolitan district—shouldn’t 
be excluded, the researchers say, 


They are Alfred | Hollenbeck from the program, and and, besides, it has definite charac- | 











} 


| 
| 


tor and broadcaster” cull-| Stadium and the Polo Grounds situ- 


cannot be enjoyed by officers of the ,production, while Dekker started ing the voice-recorded notations ated there) have lower Hoopers 


Company—hence the stripping of 
the veepee chevrons. iit 


as a time buyer in 1943. 
!son joined the firm last October. 


| world. 


} from the sample. 


- 


Ander-|from ace newsmen around the | with the exclusion of Bronx homes 


. 





way’s morning AM strip. 


Schine Coin for KFWB 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Harry Maizlish’s takeover of 
KFWB, which he ‘purchased from 
Bros., was expedited 
through the aid of coin from J. 





Sale of the station is subject to 
FCC approval, a matter of busi- 
ness which brought Maizlish east 
recently. 
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22 PICTURES 
CHIC AGO |! where he attended wedding of his 
n. 
Harry Brown, former manager ONG held office picnic at Cos- 


of Sheridan theatre, appointed 
manager of the Oriental by Harold 
Costello. 

Erwin Stacel took over as man-| 
ager of National Screen Service, | 
replacing the late Harris Silver- 
berg. Stacel has been a salesman 
in the Chi office for the last two 
vears, prior to that was manager | 





of Wurlitzer office in Minneapolis. | with AMPTOA of Western Penn- | 


Camera crews from 20th-Fox in 
town shooting Loop backgrounds 
for “The Jackpot.” 

Sam Lamansky, business agent 
for Local 45 of IATSE and head 
of Columbia’s shipping department 
here, named a delegate to IATSE 
convention in Detroit, Aug. 14. 

James Gregory and Pete Pona- 


gos, Alliance circuit toppers, visit-| New Castle, will rename it the} 


ing Seattle to buy films for their 
23 Midstates circuit theatres in 
Washington. 

John Rau, head of newly formed 
Rau Theatre Corp., took over op- 
eration of the Rex theatre in Chi- 
cago Heights. 

Carnegie, arty house, eliminated 
matinees. 

Russ Johnson, of Jerry Fair- 
banks Productions, Col. R. H. 
Ranger, of Rangertone Co., and 
George Oakley, of Bell & Howell, 
addressed central section of So- 
ciety of Motion Picture and Tele- 
vision Engineers here June 22. 

Dan Carmell, attorney for Mo- 
tion Picture Operators Union, hos- 
pitalized with pneumonia attack. 


ST. LOUIS 


A new corporation, the Queens 
Amus. Co., purchased the Queens, 
indie nabe here, from Tom Curley 
who recently shuttered the house. 

J. R. Luckey, Wheatland, Mo., 
purchased equipment of shuttered 
Butler, West Plains, Mo., at auc- 
tion sale and will reopen the 
house. 

John Dugan, on booking staff of | 
20th-Fox exchange here, upped to 
salesman succeeding Eugene Fitz- 
gibbon, who resigned to manage a 
house in Windsor, Canada. 

Fanchon & Marco’s_ publicity 
staff promoted three co-op full 

age ads in three local dailies to 
cone biz for its three midtown 
Fox, Missouri and St. Louis. Ty- 
ing in with merchants in immedi- 


tello’s Grove. 

Bill Soper, Paramount office 
manager, driving back from com- 
pany’s convention in Los Angeles, 
covered 2,000 miles in three days. 


PITTSBURGH 


Matilda Kiel, after 16 years here 


sylvania, resigned her executive 
post to go with Levinson Steel Co., 
being replaced by Natalie Julius. 

Sid Pink, former Pittsburgh ex- 
hib, named manager for’ the 
Dietrich-Feldstein theatre circuit 
in Los Angeles. 

Henry Brenner and William C. 
Colella taking over Paramount at 


Vogue. Lease is from A. J. Mas- 
ters, long-time operator of house. 
Par, WB, 20th, UA and RKO 
have entered percentage actions 
against Austin Interrante, owner 
of the Rowlands, in Philipsburg, 
Pa. Claim damages for alleged 
unreported receipts by exhib. 


CALGARY 


David Flexer, operator of the 
Flexer chain throughout the mid- 
south, tossed a party for Harry 
Martin, former Commercial Appeal 
amusements editor and currently 
ECA advisor on labor affairs in 
Paris. Members of the local press, 
radio and film row attended the 
snazzy shindig, held at the local 
Variety Club, for Martin, who 
made a flying visit here from Paris. 
Martin then left here to preside 
over the American Newspaper 
Guild convention in Washington. 
The ANG prexy and Flexer have 
been palsy-walsy for years. Martin 
is former VARIETY mugg in Menm- | 
phis. 


MEMPHIS 


Bert Wiber, assistant manager of 
Capitol here, named manager of 
the Empress, Edmonton, Alta., suc- 
ceeding Everett C. Ethridge, who 
died June 4. 

Manager of the Palace here and 
vet of 26 years with Famous Play- 
ers Canadian Corp., P. D. “Pete” 
Egan retired June 10. His suc- 
cessor is Don Menzies, assistant 
manager of house. 


| business done by 


England flack for Metro to become 

district manager for Philip Smith’s 

ig Theatres. Goes over in 
uly. 

The Yathin’s Research Labora- 
tory, a gift of Mr. and Mrs. Nathan 
Yamins to the Beth Israel Hospital, 
was dedicated before a large group 
of friends and members of the hos- 
pital staff. Reportedly costing 
about $200,000, the lab was gifted 
to hospital in honor of Mr. and 
|Mrs. Yamin’s 25th anni. 
| Samuel Pinanski, prez of Ameri- 
‘can Theatres Corp. and head of 
'TOA, made an honorary professor 
‘of Lowell Textile University. 


| INDIANAPOLIS 


“Baron of Arizona,” showing 
first-run day-date at Theatair Twin 
and Westlake drive-ins, being the 
first time it has happened here. 

Indpls. Tent No. 10 of Variety 
will hold its annual summer outing 
and golf tournament at Indianap- 
olis Country Club Aug. 7. ; 

Mare Wolf, chief barker Variety- 
International, setting up office 
here. 














New War 


Continued from page 5 








gionals have taken up the cry 
against percentage seling. 
Metroites readily concede that 
“Battleground” is a must-percent- 
age film while denying the Rem- 


busch claim that “Annie Get Your | 


yun” is being sold on the same 
basis. William F. Rodgers, Metro’s 
distribution veepee, ordered per- 
centage selling down-the-line for 
“Battleground,” it is said, because 
he believes that every couple of 
years one pic should be sold that 
way. Whether the explanation 
would clear the air is dubious in 


view of the bitterness in which Al- | 


lied regards the policy. 

Reason for a percentage film 
periodically is to give the distrib 
an opportunity of checking the 
every theatre 


with which it deals. 


are scaled correctly. 


of so determining. 

Same sort of approach by Para- 
mount to drive-ins has caused 
plenty of griping by ozoner opera- 
tors. Par will not sell a drive-in 


By this | 
means, distrib has a handy gauge {story by Charles Yerkow 
to check whether its flat rentals | 
Rodgers is a | 
firm believer in this simple method | 








Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, June 27. 


Stanley Kramer shoves off for 
Europe in September to survey 
market there... “The Return of 
Gilbert and Sullivan” will be made 
'as a three-reeler by Irving Allen. 
Sportmens’ Quartet will be used 
for the picture and some of the 


|ing to begin lensing on the home 
‘lot... Robert Stillman bought 
“Horsie,” by Dorothy .Parker, as 
one of three episodes of ‘Queen 
for a Day.” 

James Hayward drew a role in 
“Vengeance Valley” at Metro... 
Walter Hart, formerly a shorts di- 
rector at Metro, will direct ‘‘The 





original lyrics from the G&S “Io- 
lanthe’”’, “Pirates of Penzance” and 
“H.M.S. Pinafore” will be used... 
| Leif Erickson draws the male lead , 
'for Breakston-McGowan Produc- | 
‘tions’ “Tokyo File 212,” story of 
|Army Intelligence in Japan dur- 
ing the late war... Errol Flynn 





‘and William Marshall are negoti- 


!ating with Republic to put up part! 


of the coin for and distribute “The 
Bargain,” which they'll make in 
Europe as their first indie venture. 

Howard Keel’s fourth starring 
role at Metro is in “Three Guys 
Named Mike,” his first non-mu- 
sical... "Wendy Waldron playing | 
the lead opposite Leon Errol in 
“Texas Tough Guy,” another in/| 
George Bilson’s series of shorts 
at RKO... Edmund Grainger set 
Aug. 15 as the starting date for’! 
“Flying Devil Dogs,” first of the, 
five pictures he’ll make for RKO/'! 
release Hal Chester inked a 
deal with Monogram for two more | 
“Joe Palooka” films to be delivered 
within the next eight months 
Producer Alan LeMay turned char- 
acter actor for a role in his “Que- 
bec,” which Paramount will re- 
lease. 

Dan Dailey, currently 
in “Call Me Mister,” was reop- 
tioned by 20th-Fox for another | 
two years... Benny Burt and Rob-| 
ert Bice, who played a gangster | 
team in “M,” moved over to Olym- 
pic Productions “Cry Danger” to 
do the same thing... Anthony | 
Landi talking possible production 
of “The Hogger,” screen original | 
penned by Ben Maddow and How- 
ard Da Silva... William F. Broidy 
bought “Island Freighter,” a short | 


starring 


and | 
scheduled it for early production | 
at Monogram... Vladimir Rosing | 
will supervise and direct the mu- 
sical takeoff of “Carmen,” which 
Metro is including in “Grounds for | 
Marriage”... Charles Lang drew 


ment on Paramount's “Ace in the 


| 
: 4 | Hole.” 
as a new account without first | 


booking several pix on a percent- | 


For the first time in his writing | 
career, Ben Hecht will screenplay 


| Metro .. 


Goldbergs” at Paramount... Mac- 


| Kinlay Kantor scripting ‘Force of 
|Arms,” which Anthony Veiller in- 
| herited for production at Warners 


after Jerry Wald left the lot... 
Al St. John, Jack Helt, Ann 
Gwynn and Tom Neal inked for 
support in “King of the Bullwhip.” 
for Western Adventure Produc- 
tions. 

Harry Bellaver, who originated 
the Sitting Bull role in the Broad- 
way version of “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” signed a seven-year pact at 
Paramount .. . Jack Bailey, emcee 
of radio’s “Queen for a Day,” 
makes his film debut as, strangely 
enough, a radio announcer in “Mrs. 
O’Maliey and Mr. Malone” at 
. Ron Ormend makes his 
bow as a director on “King of the 
Bullwhip,” second in his current 
series of Lash LaRue productions 


under the Western Adventures 
banner ... Jeff Corey and James 
Millican play New York police 


sergeants in 20th-Fox’s “Fourteen 
Hours” .. . Billy House landed the 
comedy lead in the Randolph 
Scott starrer, “Santa Fe,” which 
Scott and Harry Joe Brown are 
producing at Columbia. 

Irving Pichel will make his first 
screen appearance in many years 
in Columbia’s “Santa Fe,” which 
he also directs ... Dennis O’Keefe 
set to go abroad in August to make 
“Four in a Jeep” in Vienna for 
Praessens Films . Superior 
Court okayed a Metro thespact for 
18-year-old French ballerina, Les- 
lie Caron, beginning with “An 
American in Paris,” at $500 a week 
and working up to $2,250 at the 
end of seven years .. . Silent pic- 


| ture star Herbert Rawlinson inked 


to a top featured role in “Gene 
Autry and the Mounties” at Co- 
lumbia ... Sam Wiesenthal bought 
“The Heat’s On,” an original by 
Paul McNamara, for lensing under 
his Olympic Productions banner 


‘the director of photography assign- | :,-,: Monogram moved the starting 


date of “Dixieland Rhythm” up to 
July 24, with Lindsley Parsons 
producing. 

Gloria Drew, spotted by Cecil B. 
DeMille in Florida and inked to a 








ate area of the three houses, ads Fred G. Tickell, formerly with| age basis. Company feels by so : , ‘ oy 

were run on three consecutive ‘the Capitol, Calgary, mani eabhae doing it can.check what terms to 8 int “Convict Lake* whick Fresh ssaien eae in DeMille’s “Great 

W sang a elite. sane 4 Fe ee ae and bert charge thereafter. lal will produce at 20th- — 7 ath pt an : —. 

the Madison, Madison, Ill. elected Bob : Sh ‘let rd ™ Vathheides | Par is tackled by North Central | Fox.. Jeffrey Bernerd picked Rosenberg drew producer reins on 
, f sean ak ten - ridge. | silied for its claimed insistence on |“‘Amazon Jungle” as his next pro-! “Cattle Drive” at UI with Jack 


to directorate of MPTOA of East- | Shackleford had been handling job . ; 7 ‘ 
ern Missouri and Southern Illinois ; rarily af 'percentage terms for “Riding duction after “The Pride of Mary- | Natteford moving onto the lot to 
I only temporarily after the death | “Many, land” at Monogram... John Banse prepare the original story ... 


to succeed George Kerasotes, of D |High” and other top pix. 

Springfield, Il., resigned. | - — a |many exhibitors will pass up the | Was set over the weekend to han- Jack Boyle, son of Johnny Boyle, 
Ten p.m. curfew law enacted in OTTAWA picture,” NCA bulletin declares, de script supervision on Metro's who was Jimmy Cagney’s dance 

Hurst, Ill., which boasts one film “at a time when every good picture . Across | the Wide Missouri.”... coach for years, drew a featured 

house, the 492-seater owned by Film Board_ staff, should be shown in every theatre Billy Wilder will launch production role in the Cagney starrer, “The 


term contract by Paramount, will 


National 





T. E. Bracken. 

Thomas Bracken sold the Royal, 
Royalton, Mo., to A. M. Thompson, 
Cobden, Til 

Martin D’Arcy purchased the 
Armo Airdome in South St. Louis 
from Mrs. C. A. Holtzman. 


changes set Don Mulholland, pro- 
ducer of NFB’s. shorts series, 
“Canada Carries On” in new post 
of production director. Switches 
were made following resignations 
of Ress McLean, Canadian film 
commissioner, and his assistant, 


|in the country, if we are to make | 


| 


|the slogan, ‘Movies Are Better | 
| Than Ever,’ mean anything except | 
|}empty talk which will eventually | 
| have the public laughing at us. No 


'smart exhibitor is going to pay per- | 


The Queens, an indie nabe in Ralph Foster, both now in okay | CeMtage, go all out in exploitation, | 
St. Louis, reopened by the Queens film posts with the United Nations. and then be penalized later for his | 
Amus. Co., headed by Phil Nanos. McLean’s successor, Arthur Irwin,| efforts by being forced to pay 

Howard Zulauf and Sam Schu- former editor of Maclean’s maga-| higher flat rentals.” 


chard shuttered their Lexington, |zine, announced Mulholland’s ap- | 


At the same time, NCA lauds 


an indie nabe in North St. Louis pointment as well as that of James’ the security product plan of Par, 


for summer. 

Dean Davis, owner of the Davis, 
West Plaines, Mo., received check | 
for $15.76 from St. Louis Public | 
Service Co. for damage done to | 
his automobile in a crash. Davis, 
Tom Edwards and Frank Plumlee, | 
Farmington, Mo., exhibs were re- 
turning from a _ night baseball 
game when accident occurred. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Jeanne Carmen, Hollywood star- 
let and Universal’s ‘Comanche 


resentative in London, England. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Sherrill C. Corwin named Lloyd 
Katz, formerly in Eagle Lion’s San 
Franciseo sales office, to buy and 
book for North Coast Theatres 


Corp. in San Francisco and for 


{Principal Theatres in Porterville, | 


; Tracy and Sacramento. Norman 
Newman, formerly overseeing prod- 
uct for the Principal houses, will 
,concentrate his duties in circuit’s 
home office here. 


Queen,” made a number of per-| 


sonal, radio and TV appearances | 
to plug “Comanche Territory” at. 


RKO-Orpheum. 

Minnesota Amus. Co. holding 
“Annie Get Your Gun” contest 
with lion cub, shipped in from Cal- 
ifornia, as first prize. Contest win- 


BOSTON 


B & Q Associates, operators of 
14 theatres in this area, have ini- 
tiated free admissions to children 
under 12 if accompanied by par- 
ents at matinee and evening shows 


Beveridge, producer, as NFB rep- which permits a small exhib to buy | 


a group of films flat with a 20% 
'cancellation _ privilege. Allied, 
however, would like the plan to 
apply on all pix to all theatres turn- 
,ing in $500 per pic or less, while | 
Par has set the limit at $75-$100. 
Company claims it is dealing with 
over 3,000 accounts on this basis. 
Par flatly denies the Rembusch | 
charge that it has “coerced” upped | 
scales on “Samson.” In_ several | 
|areas, distrib asserts, including | 
metropolitan New York, exhibs) 
met on their own and agreed | 
among themselves to raise the tab, 
'to a uniform figure. In New York, 
all subsequent-runs played the! 
film at a $1 top. Moreover, Par | 
contends that several houses played | 
the film without any boost in price. | 
In the face of strong exhib resist- | 








of the Kirk Douglas starrer, “Ace | West Point Story,” at Warners 


in the Hole,” in Gallup, N.M., next | 
month... Donald Randolph will 
play a psychiatrist in ‘Fourteen 
—, currently lensing at 20th- 

Ox. 

William Mayberry, of 20th’s 
casting office, will take off shortly 
for Hawaii to line up players for 
“Bird of Paradise,” which Darryl 
Zanuck will produce with Delmer 
Daves directing. Owen McLain will 
take over Mayberry's duties dur- 
ing his absence... Kurt Neumann) 
and Murray Lerner, Lippert’s jack- 
pot boys with their ‘‘Rocketship 
XM,” will continue as a team on 
other exploitation pix. They’ve 
registered “Twenty Thousand Lea- 
gues Under The Sea” and “Lost 
Continent” for their next two... 
Edward Small’s production of ‘‘Va- 


|lentino” will wind shooting shortly 


on a 36-day schedule... Because 
Samuel Bischoff believes there are 
too many cops and robbers pix | 
already on RKO’s lineup, studio has | 
shelved plans for production of. 
“Secrets of the -'rench Police”. 

Penny Edwards steps to bat for 
the third time as Rey Rogers’ fem- 
me lead in Republic’s “Trail of | 
Robin Hood”... Lillian Randolph, 
the Madame Queen of the Amos 
‘n’ Andy airshow, draws an off- 
screen job dubbing one of the 
voices in Fred Quimby’s cartoon, 


| spot 











Cincy Indies 


as Continued from page 7 
ter attempted to compare current 
business with that in the prewar 
era, Which is generally considered 
an index of comparative business. 
But, the Cincy exhibs declared: 
“We are calling this to your at- 
tention because we are in trouble 
and need help. Cincinnati has been 
described as the hottest television 
in the U. S. and more sets 
were sold here per capita during 
these three months (to which the 
boxoffice figures apply) than in any 
other area. We know that there 
is a general decline in attendance 

















all over the country but nothing to 
| compare to Cincinnati.” 


Pleading for the film sales chiefs 
to review their “expectancy quoias” 
for the area and “give us some 
much-needed help,” the letter add- 


.ed: “After the first shock has sub- 


sided and our lost audience has 


| gotten tired of their TV sets and 


returned to the theatres, then it 


'will be time, enough for the film 


companies to get the kind of terms 
they are asking us for now, and 





cot ant Sh na. 
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ner, however, will have choice of at their Quincy houses. If plan ance in certain parts of the coun- | «- ” : 
$150 in cash. catches on, circuit will attempt it try, Metro will ‘aeuner about $5,- | hh ot elke tae le gy hese we coos ners epee il 
Lower loop 1,700-seat Palace, re- at their other spots. 000,000 in domestic rentals on in “Tl pod dlongd ‘i oP — M Fcods int aS ameunentan : 
vorting feums Mlieneabn Aane'oe, installation @f & haue video: set “Saltingeenad & G clo ‘in “The Lemon Drop Kid,” Bob | Wood's letter quoted tax figures 4 
to owners, Bennie Berger circuit, on the Parkman Bandstand on Bos-| F sa tee dian yl Tash eck ee punich got underway /from cities and towns ep ag | 
hes intitwn Guat polar * | oon Sine fenied om saiitans company can iron out its dispute, | last week at Paramount . .. Gene! Ohio showing a b.o. skimp from 9% 5 t 
After being repel following |trom roe a athe pp ——, film will improve even further in| Kelly will co-direct as well as star) in Cleveland Heights to the 43° ; } 
eecond windstorm destruction Aue | Lea iv Steak pe oy eamies | possibilities. in “An American in Paris” with in Cincy. “As a el ‘ex q 
tin. Minn., drive-in has reopened. unearthed an ancient city pose spore i —— chance el the cur | See Ser on eee. -- Fine ecutive of one of the leading com- 
Don Swartz, independent distrib- nance that forbids installati Tent battle being dropped in the | etmars novel, “About Mrs. Les-| pani inc ‘ 
utor and new f Go r ial. adverticine of Government's lap. Dept. of Justice | lie,” was purchased by Paramount | P&mes of the incustry.” he told the 
owner of Gopher, any commercial advertising on); m Slap. UD 7 s ree / er company prexies, “the foregoing 4 I 
former Paramount circuit down. | Hub’s historic spot in the “Jolson” dispute made it | assigned to George Stevens | |; 4 : : : 
ioe hones, oT tor dean | Cain Ene inted dis. | clear that it has no concern with| for fall production . .. Veteran ra- “S™aying and frightening figures é 
peaietenees’ Tac dete: oe PO ry in pe ; ae ee ‘terms charged. That is a matter | df announcer Hy Averback makes ay cause you much concern for J 
uct in Minneapolis and Milwaukee. | Eagle Lion Cinssles, Inc. and will | for the open, competitive market, | es film debut in Olympic Produc- | 12¢ gs of the industry, the a 4 | 
_Amos Tweeden, Fargo, N. D., ex- , be assisted by Harry Segal, branch | Government attorneys say. How- ee Cry Danger, 2 playing a! - ests of your stockholders — é 
hibitor, seriously injured in auto manager, and Edward Renick, sales | ever, D of J would consider a con- ookie . . . Metro's Magnificent the vast investment in brick an I 
accident. manager. Joe Mansfield will han-| tention that a distrib is skirting Lp ag Arn yy: ol beeen they Ready ig ne ove ; 
Harry B. French, Paramount cir- | dle publicity, the ban on price-fixing through the | a Musecunt a ny hare | nan a gg Sapa od 
Gur peiay, back trom Callteuais Ken Prickett resi ret F : é John Sturges, planed your m customers _ scattere C 
signed as New|terms demanded on a pic. | in from Washington location shoot- throughout the country.” t 
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SARNOFF AND PALEY ‘TRUCE’? 


‘Corwin to Open, 


Oboler to Close’ 


WNBC, N. Y., now has a “staff” of laureates—poet, prose and 
otherwise—who have been commissioned to write the opening and 
closing announcements which sign the station on and off daily. 

The literati include Norman Corwin, Fannie Hurst, Arch Oboler, 
Norman Cousins and Louis Untermeyer . The contributions by the 
group of leading American poets and writers will be alternated 


daily. 


As an example, one of the Untermeyer “signoffs”’ goes as fol- 


lows: 
Another day is done. 


Its work and worries are all in the past. The noisy streets are 


quiet, 
more gently. Town and country 
their places. Night bends closely, 


the fevered pace slows down, the pulse of the world beats 


put out their lights. Stars take 
compassionately, over the earth. 


There is a lullaby in the air—something between 4 song and a 
sigh—a song of thanks for a day well spent or a sigh of relief. Take 
the night’s comfort. Put your cares to bed; soothe them with sleep. 
Tomorrow is another and perhaps a brighter day. 


Tonight’s peace is tomorrow’s 


promise. 


Peace, then, and the great gift of sleep. Take it. Let the eyes 


close and the mind slumber. Slip 


dark hours, into the heart of healing... 


sea of quiet... and comfort... 


off into a dream—into the warm 
into a drifting, drowsing 
and a good Good Night. 








Expendable’ Cleve. Agency Boys Howl :-.zi<.2.'* "see 
In Anguish at Blunt Press Attack 3.x: 2st ive ysis a 


Cleveland, June 27. a 


Cleveland’s advertising frater- 
nity awoke last week (20) to find 
an editorial bombshell had been 
tossed under their 15% feather- 
beds by Stanley Anderson, radio- 
television editor of the Cleveland 
Press. 

In a column that made Fred 
Wakeman’s “Hucksters” a Class C 
flicker, Anderson, in effect, said | 
the agency boys were not indis- 
pensable; that their 15% cut was 
unfair in comparison to what writ- 
ers, producers, etc., get, and that 
agency boys were glorified flacks 
sending out tidbits to the fourth 
estate. 

The roar from the anguished 
“sincere” boys hit fortissimo with- | 
in an hour after the first edition 
of the Press hit the streets. 

Vacation plans were dropped, | 
extended two-hour luncheons were 
scrapped, and golf plans were 
ruined as the trade vibrated from | 
the repercussions. Protest letters | 
and phone calls poured into the 
front office of the Press. In fact, 
one wag commented that if all the 


(Continued on page 34) 


ILGWU Deal For 
WINS Hot Again 


_WINS, the Crosley-owned New 
York station which has been on| 
and off the bidding block the past | 
year, is again up for sale, and the 
International Ladies Garment | 
W orkers’ Union is reported dick- | 
ering for its takeover as an AM} 
adjunct to its WFDR-FM operation. | 
This marks the second attempt | 
of the ILGWU to gain possession of | 
the 50,000-watt Station, the union 
having matched the $750,000 offer 








| 
| 
| 
| 





eye 9 7. 
Ed Smilin’ Again 
Brown Shoe Co. (Buster Brown 
Shoes), which checked off the 
Smilin’ Ed McConnell NBC show 
a few months back, is returning to 
radio. 
Company is buying the same 
show. Goes into the Saturday 
morning 11 to 11:30 time. 


Pet Milk Buys 
Fibber & Molly; 





Drops Bob Crosby 


Fibber McGee & Molly (Jim and 
Marian Jordan) will have a new 
sponsor when they go to the post 
in the fall for the ’50-51 broadcast- 
ing season, It’s the Pet Milk Co., 


which presently sponsors the Sun- 
day night Bob Crosby musical on 
NBC. 


NBC finalized the deal over the 
past few days, following formal no- 
tice by Johnson’s Wax that it was 
cancelling out after a dozen years 
of sponsorship. 
going TV instead). 

Pet Milk deal is for AM only. 
Show stays put in its Tuesday night 
niche. Understood that the milk 
company is scrapping the Saturday 


stanza. 


KEIGHLEY’S FIVE-YEAR 
‘LUX THEATRE’ PACT 





(Johnson outfit is | 


LINK HUDDLE T0 
TALENT RAIDING 


Rumors were rife all over CBS 
| last week when RCA board chair- 





CBS board chairman William S. 

Paley at the latter’s 485 Madison 

avenue (N. Y.) suite of offices. 
Nobody in authority is speaking, 


possibility 


dented raiding of talent, which 
culminated a couple of weeks 
back in the NBC grabbing off 
Groucho Marx and his sponsor, 
Plymouth-DeSoto. 

While verifying the Sarnoff visit 
to his office, Paley was reluctant 
to discuss what transpired, assert- 
ing that both he and the RCA 
board chairman have been seeing 





It’s not exactly a secret that 


since the initial Paley raids on 


the top of the rating heap and sub- 
sequently inspired Sarnoff to un- 
loose the RCA purse strings in re- 
taliatory moves, the CBS vs. NBC 


rivalry has been anything but 
friendly. 
It’s considered likely that the 


Paley decision to move Bing Cros- 
by into the Wednesday night at 9 
i|time to slug it out with NBC's 
Groucho Marx— a move which, it’s 
conceded, must inevitably inflict 
damage on both stars—might con- 
ceivably have inspired last week’s 
conversations aimed at restoring 
the onetime “friendly enemies” 
status between the two webs. 

It’s long been felt in the trade 
that the continued jockeying 
among the two networks for top 
talent, with the resultant $3,000,- 
000—plus deals as in the case of 
Marx and more recently Bob Hope, 





petuating in TV the high talent 
| costs that have existed jn. radio 
'and which have been responsibje 
in many instances for sponsors 
turning sour on the medium. 


Schick Leaves, 
RCA Takes It 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Schick-Eversharp is dropping out 
of radio at the close of current 
'eycle of “Take It Or Leave,” end- 








| quizzer. Jack Paar, currently 
| working the show, moves with it 
| next fall te RCA, which has signed 
| him for radio and TV although no 
| plans for the latter have been dis- 
' cussed as yet. 

Show will remain in its same 
, Sunday night NBC time, with 


man David Sarnoff paid a visit to | 


but major conjecture dwelt on the | 
of Sarnoff and Paley | 
calling a truce on the unprece- | 


could only have the effect of per- | 


‘ing 10 years sponsorship of the | 


Mary Margaret in the Middle Of 
Awkward NBC Network Time Snarl 


+ NBC, its N. Y. flagship WNBC 
operation, and Mary Margaret Mc- 
Bride found themselves in the mid- 
dle of an awkward situation this 
week over the network's attempt to 
recapture the 1 to 2 p. m. hour. 
The station’s top femme commen- 
tator and personality through the 
years has brought multiple spon- 
sors to the time segment worth 
$250,000 a year in billings. 

The hours of 12 (noon) to 2 p. m. 
is station time. Miss McBride has 
been identified with the 1 to 2 pe- 
riod for years, building up one of 
the major followings among Man- 
hattan radio personalities. Recent- 
ly, however, NBC sold the 1:45 te 
2 p. m. niche to Manhattan Soap 
for the ‘‘We Love and Learn” day- 
time serial. In expanding last week 
to 162 stations, Manhattan Soap 
|served notice it wanted the New 
York market along with the rest of 
the country. 

NBC has offered to turn over the 
1 to 2 hour on television for a new 
TV buildup for Miss McBride if she 
will yield the radio time and move 
into a new AM period. On the 
one hand, it means possible jeop- 





Flirting With FCC? 


Washington, June 27. 

If the networks, notably 
NBC and CBS, get tough with 
their affiliates in their anxiety 
to recapture station time to 
make room for more sponsors 
in the wake of the daytime 
SRO situation, they may soon 
find themselves on the FCC 
carpet. 

The Federal regulatory body 
has in the past made it quite 
clear to stations that they 
must reserve so many periods 
of the broadcasting day for 
local programming, including 
shows of a public service na- 
ture. Any attempt on the part 
of the webs to disrupt these 
schedules by moving in on sta- 
tion time, would not only in- 
vite trouble for the stations, 
but would put the networks 
out on the FCC limb. 

















Peary Powders 


ardy of Miss McBride’s client bil- 
| éfve 9 | lings in view of the disruption of a 
On Gildersleeve ® longtime AM listening habit. On 
| 9 | other hand, NBC, faced with a day- 


| time sellout with the resultant need 


® |to recapture more station time, 
S ns CBS De 'doesn’t want to court disfavor of 
ig | national clients. 


| Meanwhile Miss McBride, suf- 
fering from a bursitis affection, is 
doing her broadcast from her hotel 
apartment for the next few weeks. 


Sinatra Signed 
To CBS Exclusive 


Frank Sinatra has been inked to 
a five-year exclusive by CBS, cov- 
ering both AM and TV, ending the 
NBC vs. Columbia jockeying for 
his services. The web is current- 
ly building a half-hour video va- 
riety stanza for the singer, prep- 
ping it for a fall premiere. No 
specific radio plans have yet been 


CBS provides a flat payment on a evolved. TV show looks set for 
“play or no play” basis, with in- Sat. at 9, opposite NBC’s Satur- 





Hal Peary, creator of “Great 
Gildersleeve,” is vamping the NBC 
Wednesday night show and has 
signed an exclusive contract with 
CBS covering radio and TV. Peary 
is reported to have made demands 
on Kraft, sponsors of the “Gilder- 
sleeve” program, which they re- 
fused to meet, with Peary’s result- 
ant powder. 

Status of the ‘“Gildersleeve” 
future is in doubt, with some ques- 
tion as to whether Kraft, via Need- 
ham, Louis & Brorby, agency on 
the account, will look for someone 
else to take over the Peary role. 
At the moment, it adds up to an- 
other half-hour casualty for NBC. 

Peary is being set for a new 
radio series starting this fall on 
Columbia, with a TV stanza also 
being talked up. His deal with 

















sponsor is picked up. Sinatra’s longterm deal is .re- 
ly to involve a oven of $250,- 
° a year on a sustaining basis, 
Lenny Safire to WNBC with 
Sinatra 1 for Berlin this 
As Gen. Asst. to Cott, Sinatra enh: gue: sete the fab 
on the “We, the People” show, has | following Jack Benny’s engage- 
' joined NBC-WNBT, key stations | ment. 
of the C web in N. Y., as gen-| ; 
man- | 
a a athelale delias nave | NBC MULLS RADIO 
not yet been defined, Safire will VERSION OF ‘KUKLA’ 


creased earnings when and if a/| ay night Revue.” 

with a share in the sponsorship 
{| Lenny Safire, until now a staffer | ladium, London, for four weeks, 
.eral assisiant to Ted Cott, 





rer ye. Hollywood, June 27. 
lat Was previously made to WINS 
by the late Generoso Pope, owner 
of WHOM. 


| Biow, which controls the “Take It” | take’ over temporarily as advertis- 
William Keighley is expected to | package, continuing as the agency. |ing promotion manager, replacing! NRC is looking to its TV talent 
five-year pact as pro-| Phat means the RCA radio billings Murry Harris, recently resigned.'tg hypo AM programming. Web 

‘will switch from J. Walter Thomp- Cott, however, stil. plans to find j; mulling possible formats for a 





sign new 
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While the Crosley interests sub- 
sequently turned down both the 
ILGWU and WHOM offers, it’s 
known that the Jim Shouse-Bob 
Dunville combine would still like 
to divest itself of the New York 
Operation, preferring to expand its 
midwest radio-TV empire branch- 
ing out from Cincinnati (WLW 
and WLW-T). 


EQUITY CONTRACT COST 
ACKERMAN HIS VEEPEE. 


Naming of Harry Ackerman to | 
the newly-created post of executive 
head of radio and television pro- | 
duction for CBS has cost him his | 
veepee Stripes, it’s been learned. In 
his Previous berth as Coast pro- | 
sramming chief for the web he en- | 
Joyed the v.p. designation. 
a Under his new longterm contract, | 
ckerman will get an equity in the | 
new AM-TV shows he develops. It | 
“ppears that such equity privileges | 








cannot be enjoyed by officers of the }production, while Dekker started ing the voice-recorded notations | ated there) 


Company—hence the Stripping of 
the veepee chevrons, awe 


ducer and host of “Lux Radio The- 


atre.” He was due in Monday 
(26) but was held up at Gallup, 
New Mexico, where he’s directing 
a film on location. 

Cornwell Jackson, head of Holly- 
wood J. Walter Thompson office, 
has instructed attorneys to draw 
up the contract, terms of which 
Keighley has verbally approved. 
Since he has taken up residence 
in N. Y., Keighley will be forced to 
commute for Monday night broad- 


| son to the Biow company. 
| 


| 

| J 

| Trony Rides at CBS 

| Cancellation of the WCBS (N.Y.) 
“CBS Views the Press” as of last 





Saturday’s (24) broadcast, with the | 


substitution of a new CBS news 
show, “Correspondents’ Scratch- 
pad,” which goes in this Saturday 
(2), has more than its quota of 
ironic touches, 


‘service, and Frederick Anderson, | stood pat in keeping Hollenbeck 


'son joined the firm last October. 


| “CBS Views the Press” for more 
than two years was kudosed as per- | 
haps the most unusual, hard-hitting | 

Al Scalpone as VP. | show of its kind on the air, bring- | 
McCann-Erickson agency this ing the web a flock of awards. A, 
week appointed three additional few months back CBS yanked Don 
vice-presidents. They are Alfred | Hollenbeck from the program, and_ 
J. Scalpone, director of radio and _ it’s‘conceded that from then on the 
tele programs; William C. Dekker, program went into a decline from 
director of radio and television | which if never recovered. But CBS 


casts. 





who was also named a member oi off the show. 

agency’s advisory committee. | P. S.: The CBS substitute show, 
Scalpone joined the agency two “Scratchpad,” has Hollenbeck as 

years ago as head of AM and TV |the “editor and broadcaster” cull- 


Ander-|from ace newsmen around the 
| world. 


as a time buyer in 1943. 


another person to fil! that spot per-/ radio version of its “Kukla, Fran 
| manently. Safire, in addition, will| ,nq Ollie.” in which puppeteer 
TV shows fo on both radio and) Burr Tillstrom and Fran Allison 
| #¥ Shows for the stations. would be starred. Series is being 
| Z considered for a ae Ra 
spot, with an appeal to Ss, an 
| The Bronx Dissents 'some of the sophisticated material 
Some station and web research will be replaced by juve-slanted 
staffers are giving the Bronx cheer | stories. 
to C. E. Hooper’s new sample in| This week Studs Terkel, who 
the New York area—which leaves | does the TV “Stud’s Place”’ series, 
out the Bronx. |launched “Voice of the Terkel” as 
The statistical fraternity question | AM replacement for Dave. Garro- 
the validity of Hooper’s bypassing | way’s morning AM strip. 








the borough in his phone calling | 

survey. An area that populous—it ‘ ‘ 

ranks fourth among all counties in Schine Coin for KFWB 
the metropolitan district—shouldn’t 

be excluded, the researchers say, Hollywood, June 27. 
and, besides, it has definite charac-| Harry Maizlish’s takeover of 
teristics which affect the total pic-| KFWB, which he ‘purchased from 
ture of Greater New York's AM)| Warner Bros., was © expedited 
and TV preferences. |through the aid of coin from J. 


| For instance, it’s cited, “The| Myer Schine, of the Schine pix 


|Goldbergs” (with its Bronx locale) | circuit in upstate New York and 
‘and the New York Yankees and close friend of Maizlish, it’s been 
| Giants ballcasts (with both Yankee | learned. 

| Stadium and the Polo Grounds situ- Sale of the station is subject to 
have lower Hoopers|FCC approval, a matter of busi- 
| with the exclusion of Bronx homes|ness which brought Maizlish east 


} from the sample. recently. 
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WEB ‘SALARY PLUS EQUITY’ PACTS CU 
BIG CHANGE IN CREATIVE TALENT DEALS 





A whole new area for negotia- 
tions between networks and the 
behind-the-scenes creative talent 
on programming is now opening up 
on both radio and television. 

It’s no longer a case where only 
the top performers such as the 
Hopes, Crosys, Bennys, Marxes, 
etc., have a major stake that 
transcends salaries, but the radio- 
TV era has arrived where the cre- 
ative writer, producer, director and 
executives are insisting—and get- 


ting—“‘salary plus equity” con- 
tractual deals. 
The deal negotiated last week 


between CBS board chairman Wil- 
liam S. Paley and Harry Ackerman, 
who steps into a new key AM-TV 
programming role whereby he 
shares in an equity on all future 
shows he develops for the web, is 
merely another evidence of how 
the behind-the-scenes creative 
talent is moving into the _ profit- 
sharing aspects of network pro- 
gramming. It’s understood, too, 
that Charles ‘Bud) Barry nego- 
tiated a deal along somewhat sim- 
ilar lines when he signed with NBC 
recently to head up its AM pro- 
gram operation. 

The share-the-profits arrange- 
ment on sate of shows to sponsors 


that was initially pacted by Cy 
Howard, creator of “My Friend 
Irma” and “Life With Luigi,” both 


on CBS, is expected to become a 
common practice within the next 
year. It was Paley, in signaturing | 
the contract with Howard, who! 
originally recognized the boxoffice 
values of the behind-the-scenes 
creative people in giving them 
equal stature (and coin) as the per- 
formers themselves. It’s estimated 
that Howard’s annual take exceeds 
most of the web's administrative 
echelon. 

Since the Howard deal, several 
other CBS staffers have been inked 
to “equity” pacts, giving them a 
perpetuity stake in sponsored 
shows even should they check out 
of the network. 


RWG esl Employe 
Fired for Spurning 
Loyalty Oath at KFI 


Hollywood, June 27. 


Radio Writers Guild has com- 
mended Charlene Aumack on her 
refusal to sign the non-Communist 
affidavit demanded of all KFI em- 
ployees. Mrs. Aumack was dis- 
missed from her job in the traffic 
department of the station on June 
12 following refusal to signature 
the paper. 

A letter sent to Mrs. Aumack 
and signed by Gene Stone, member 
of the RWG western council said, 
in part, “As radio writers we are 
deeply concerned with the mount- 
ing attacks upon 
thought and expression. 


Radio ac- 


tors and directors are being denied | L. A., and WXYZ, Detroit, for 13-. stars, and will bring six years of 


employment for the sole reason 
that their political beliefs do not 
please this or that group. These 
restrictive measures add up to one 
thing—censorship of political and 
creative thought. We intend to re- 
sist this censorship no matter what 
form it may take; loyalty oaths, 
morals clauses or blacklists. We 
look forward to the day when no 
citizen will be foreed to make a 
choice between salary and prin- 


Kobak Expands 


Washington, June 27. 





Transfer of control of WTWA, 
Thompson, Ga., to Edgar Kobak, 


All’s Right With-the World, 
Benny, Toscy & Ratings, 


By CARROLL CARROLL 
Hollywood, June 27. 





Ohio Farm Bureau’s 


| WRED in Grass Roots 


| For New Talent 
Worthington, O., June 27. 


| WRED, Ohio’s rural radio station 
run by the Ohio Farm Bureau, has 
come up with a grass roots idea 
that ought to pay off with added 
listeners throughout the state. 
Last Sunday (25) the station 
kicked off with its first of 88 audi- 
tions to find the “Stars of Tomor- 
row” in the state. To find them 
WRED is holding auditions in each 
county of the state. Sunday’s was 
held at the fairgrounds in Marys- 
ville. At the rate of one a week 


right up to the end of next year. 
At the end of the search in 1951, 


this ought to take the talent hunt | 


the top winner will receive a 52-| 


week contract with WRFD. Sec- 
ond and third place winners will | 
get 26-week and 13-week pacts re- | 
spectively. 

Also appearing at the two-hour 
sessions will be WRFD talent. 
Proceeds of Sunday’s program 
went to Union County’s Well-Baby | 
Clinics. 


MPLS. AM SPONSORS 
STRONG DESPITE VIDEO 


Minneapolis, June 27. 

The second summer of TV _ in 
the Twin Cities not only finds tele- 
vision profitable for the two sta- 
tions, KSTP and WTCN, but busi- 
ness is brisk for such non-TV ra-| 
dio stations like WCCO, CBS- 
owned. Gene Wilkey, WCCO gen- 
eral manager, says that the 
television competition apparently 
hasn’t hurt radio advertising as 
far as his station is concerned, 





plenty of sponsors being in evi- 
dence for old and new shows. 
WCCO summer deals just con- 


cluded inciude that with the Hamm 


Brewing Co., St. Paul, which ex- 
panded a quarter-hour Saturday 
jafternoon sports show to a_ full- 
hour recorded one with sports 
news. 

Ford Dealers Assn. has pur- | 
chased a series of six half-hours | 
for the forthcoming Minneapolis | 


Aquatennial. annual summer mardi 
gras, that will center around a 
singing contest. A half-hour eve- 
ning segment has been bought for 


Doughboy Industries, which will 
present Larry Haeg’s “Country 


Journal,” aimed at farm listeners. 


|Haeg also has been taken in tow 


by the Carbola Chemical Co. for 
/a quarter-hour Sunday farm show. 





More ‘Town Meeting’ Coin 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
of America, which backs ABC’s 


|“America’s Town Meeting” in 


freedom of | Washington and New York, has| 


added sponsorship over KECA, 
week periods starting July 4. 
| Ben Sackheim is the agency. 


| 


Chicago, June 27. 
Station reps here are watching 
closely what they see as the begin- 
ning of a trend. What they have 





| their eyes on is the growing inter-| 


| est by blue chip advertisers in 
good franchises on local stations— 
especially outlets in areas as yet 


former MBS »vrexy, was approved untouched by television. 


by the FCC today (Tues). Kobak 


previously owned 48.6%. 


The reps figure that the current. 
upheaval in network radio will work | 


Kobak got the additional 51.2% to the advantage of the indies. They 
from Walter J. Brown for $10,000. Treason that a lot of coin that for- 





Okay 9 AM Stations 


Washington, June 27. 


FCC today ‘Tues.) granted nine 
Largest 
was for a I-kw outlet in Belle-| 


mew AM authorizations. 


ville, Dl, 

Fulltime 250-watters 
proved for Manistee, Mich 
Campbelisville, Ky. 
were okayed for Columbus, Ind., 


Marine City, Mich., Gadsden, Ala., 


Pocahontas, Ark., Atidnta, 


) Tex., 
and Winston-Salem, N. C, 


were ap- 


Daytimers 


/merly went into network shows is 
| being scared off by tele’s audience 
grab and the resultant expensive 
antidote being offered by the webs 
in the form of high-budgeted big- 
name shows. 

| They expect a lot of the coin to 
make its way eut to the grass roots 
stations. The argument is that a 


. and regional series of local shows, built 
around local personalities, ean pay | 


off better for many national adver- 
tisers than can the costly Neilsen 
_ toppers. 

| As an example, reps and local 


| then 


Station Reps Cast Envious Eyes On 
Clients’ Bid for Local Franchises 





Because more people showed up 
and paid money to see Arturo Tos- 
canini than showed up and paid 
/'money to see Jack Benny is cer- 


Tom Manning’s 25th Anni 


Cleveland, June 27. 
Tom Manning, one of the na-| ogee 
_tion’s vet sportseasters, celebrated | n& System 1s wrong. 
‘his 25th year in radio (26), with! As you know, I have never been 
NBC’s Cleveland outlet turning on | any rating system’s No. 1 plugger, 
the huzzah’s for the occasion. | but to suggest, as VARIETY does in 
Manning, who broke into fame your June 14 story headed “Rat- 
under the tutelage of Graham Mc- 


Namee, began his radio career canini’s so-called phenomenal take 
with WJAY and then shifted to| and Jack Benny’s so-called disap- 
WTAM where he has remained| pointing take is any indication of 


the taste of the general public for 
radio entertainment, is to argue 
that because the circus does ¢a- 
pacity business when it comes to 
sored by Richman Bros. He also|town each year it would be great 
has joined the video parade with! on radio ‘or even on TV). 

a 10-minute Cadillac-backed Tues-| While I am surprised that Ben- 
day, Thursday, 6:30-period. ny’s take was disappointing, 1 am 


ever since. He now has two spots 
on the station, a five-minute stanza 
at 6:25 and a 10-minute sportscast 
at 11:05. Both periods are spon- 





|grab was huge. It’s his first time 
/on the road. 


|his last time. He has been the 


NBC ‘Big Story’ Episode 
Narrowly Averts Legal jor, muti ey ect ee 
Reprisals in Mich. Court Radio has ‘built longhair musie up 


to a point where many people who 
Flint, Mich., June 27. | never thought to go to a symphony 
“Tne Big Story,” Bernie | Concert before, now are anxious to 
package sponsored by | Seé one. Every place that Tosca- 
Tobacco. narrowly | nini played there was a hard-core 
missed legal complications last Of music lovers and this was aug- 
week when Circuit Judge Bishop | ™mented by curiosity-seekers, new 
here first issued an injunction and | Music lovers, students and society 
dismissed the ban on the folk. Toscanini played in places 
broadcast. where it was a novelty for many 
Request for the injunction came | of the younger members of the pop- 
from Mrs. Julia Kulinich, convicted | Ulation to see so many men playing 
killer of her husband and two chil- together. Everything about the 
dren, who, although admitting the 


(Continued on page 38) 
slayings, declared the show invad- 


ed her “right of privacy” and would -f 

cause her “harassment, ridicule and SPORTS MUSIC ACCENT 
humiliation.” Her lawyer has in- 4 

dicated he may still start action | FOR NBC SATURDAYS 
against the show. 

Judge Bishop said he reversed his} NBC is planning a complete re- 
position after learning the broad-| alignment of its Saturday morn- 
cast would originate in N. Y. rather| ing and afternoon lineup, which it 
than in Flint, pointing out his} feels has failed to jell by the in- 

termingling of juve and = adult- 


court couldn’t stop a _ national} 
broadeast, and that fictitious names} slanted shows. Cancelling out of 
the Fred Waring stint for Minne- 


would be used. To avoid embar- 
rassment to innocent people in-} sota Canning, effective July 1, is 
volved, “Big Story” changes names | providing the opportunity. : 

of all characters except the re- 
porter whose yarn is dramatized. 


NBC's 
Prockter 
American 





be sports and music. Web has 





al ; = ‘ | skedded two horse races for each 
WCU0 S First Anni | Saturday, originating from New 

| York and Chicago tracks, with 

Cleveland, June 27. | Pabst beer picking up the tab for 

WCuo, United Automobile’ one. There'll also be another sport 
Workers station here, will cele-| airer—yacht race, track meet or 
brate its first anni Thursday (29) | similar event, with Yale coach. 


with a satirical 
| ‘Generation of 
| Claire Taylor. 

UAW prexy Walter Reuther is | 
| also skedded to speak. 
and will have a tea-dance flavor. 


‘Chuck’ Miller to WTCN Also in the works is a dramatic 


Minneapolis, June 27 series to buck the “‘Armstrong The- 
| C. D. “Chuck” Miller, former re” on CBS. 


program director of KRNT, Des ‘ TT ° 
Moines, has been oPCN. He ce | Round-Table § New 
Hi-Speed Transcripts 


itor of radio at WTCN. 
Washington, June 27. 


ceeds Max Karl. 
Miller helped establish the per- 
The U. of Chicago Round Table 
| (NBC) yesterday (26) unveiled a 


sonality promotions for KRNT 
‘new high-speed system for servie- 


sketch on radio, | 
Cherubim” by 


Herman Hickman, Bob 
and the Joe DiMaggio 


Music will be picked 








this experience to the WITCN AM 
operation, 


scripts of its programs within two 


ginning July 9, with the inaugura- 
tion of the Round Table series on 
“Proposals for Peace,” to feed key 
| Washington correspondents and 
‘some 150 outside newspapers. Cost 
| Station managers were much en- per program is estimated at ap- 
couraged sby Standard Oil of In-| proximately $500. 
diana’s recent decision not to pick Its new system involves the use 
up Ed Murrow’s CBS newscast on | of dictaphone time masters for re- 
the midwest split and to stick with cording the broadcasts, with re- 
its lineup of local shows built up/corders removed in 10-minute 
over the past five years. Company |“takes” for transcribing by typists 
is spending about $1,000,000 a year While the program continues. With- 
on these shows, mostly newsceasts,;in 10 minutes of the completion 
carried on 28 stations scattered | of the broadcast, the first cvaft of 
from Michigan to Colorado and | transcript has been typea, voice 
Montana to Missouri. editors and press editors mean- 
What is the net’ ont ies while working successively on the 
dies’ gain is also tng the Rais. PReccge Hl ne Bla 4: (nene 
ton-Purina exit from Mutual to'| for retyping, proofreading and du- 
launch a heavy local spot campaign. | plicating. hed atting oe 
Ralston, which had been spending speed the transcripts to Washing- 
$1,250,000 annually on the web, is —e oe oe 
spotting a _ transcri ‘ersion of | “ 
| “Checkerboard iter | The Rourd Table will be rein- 





ly aired on Mutual, in local stations | Nae4 , bY WRC, key station of | 


in the south. NBC, for the “Peace” 
| Still another signpost is the cur- 
|rent Bayer Aspirin pickup of day-' 
time slots on nearly every outlet in 
= major markets across the coun- 
try. 


which a rebroadcast of the Ameri- 


‘here Saturday (24), 


(Continued on page 36) 


Opines Carroll Carroll 


tainly no proof that the radio rat- | 


ings, P. A.’s Fail to Jibe,” that Tos- | 


| not at all surprised that Toseanini’s | 


It may very well be | 


NAB Enlists Aid 


| 


On FCC Gangup 


| In Richards Case 


Washington, June 27. 
Congressional pressure on the 
' FCC for its news-sla..ting hearings 
in Los Angeles on the G, A, 
Richards stations is being mobil- 
ized to prevent revocation of li- 
| censes of the broadcaster's three 
50 kw outlets (KMPC in L. A,, 





WJR in Detroit, and WGAR in 
| Cleveland), 
| Latest recruit in the drive to 


put the bee on Congress is the Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters, whose 
board of directors voted last week 
to call upon their members to “de- 
fend. themselves against such 
usurpations of power by the Com- 
mission by all appropriate meth- 
ods, including bringing the same 
to the attention of Congress and 
| of the people.” A spokesman said 
that the dues paid into the NAB 
by the Richards stations, believed 
to be around $20,000, had nothing 
to do with the board’s action. 

4 board resolution said the FCC 
proceeding on renewal of Richards’ 
licenses “constitutes undue inter- 
ference with licensees’ responsibil- 
ities to the public.” It charged 
the Commission with attempting 


| “‘to exercise censorship over radio 


| lating 


Keynotes for the afternoon will | 


Considine | 
programs | 
rounding out the athletic picture. | 
up from | 
| bands at hotels, resorts, piers, etc.. | 


hours of completion of broadcasts. | Workers 
The system will be used here be- | Novik, called on the manufacturers 


programs and to interfere with the 
right of free speech” and with vio- 
“fundamental precepts of 
due process of law and the pro- 
cedures required by Congress in 
prosecuting licensees with whom 
it disagrees.” 

Meanwhile, three Congressmen 
of Italian descent informed the 
Commission they would continue 
| their attacks on the agency “in 
every possible manner” because of 
alleged “defamatory and _ scurril- 
ous remarks against the people of 
Southern Italy” by Clete Roberts, 
ex-K MPC newscaster who was a 
star witness for the Commission 
when the hearings began in March. 

In a joint letter to the agency, 


the Congressmen—Rep. Anthony 
F. Tauriello (D-N.Y.), Rep. Hugh 
J. Addonizio (D-N.J.) and Rep. 
Peter W. Rodino (D-N.J.)—de- 
manded an apology for and re- 
pudiation of that portion § of 


(Continued on page 38) 





Educ’l Broadcasters 
Suspect FM Conspiracy, 
Ask Johnson to Act 


Ames, Ia., June 26. 
National Assn. of Educational 
Broadcasters has written Sen. Fd- 
win Johnson, chairman of the Sen- 
|ate Interstate Commerce Commis- 
|sion, asking for a public hearing 
|on why more television manufac- 
jturers aren't including frequency 
modulation receivers in their sets. 
| They want the committee to con- 
/duct a probe to determine whether 

| there is a conspiracy against FM. 
| Reason for the NEAB interest is 
that there are 74 non-commercial 
FM outlets who want the static-free 
medium advanced. This spring at 





ing newspaper editors with tran-|the NAB convention a resolution, 


proposed by United Automobile 
consultant Morris _ S. 
‘to install the FM tuners in their 
TV output. The FM advocates say 
| that it costs only $2.37 more to 
equip tele sets for FM, as DuMont, 
Crosley and some other companies 
{are doing. 

Speaking in Chi on June 8 FCC 
chairman Wayne Coy asked the TV 
manutacturers to install FM equip- 
ment so that it could “ride TV 
'piggy-back up the ladder of sue- 
cess.” 


WCCO, Mpls., Sets 200 
Summer Resort Tie-Ins 


Minneapolis, June 27. 

In a move aimed at the sum- 
mer tourist audience, CBS-owned 
WCCO, as part of its third annual 
summer sales and audience promo- 
tions, has negotiated tie-ins with 
200 key summer resorts in its Min- 
nesota-Wisconsin listening area. 

The tieup with the resorts allows 





| series after the station prominent display space 
an absence of five months during in each resort for heralds and post- 


ers, building up WCCO personali- 


can Forum of the Air, simulcast !ties and shows and emphasizing 
I : has been fill-| summer dialing. In retiirn, the sta- 
ing the Round Table’s old 1:30 tion airs current news regarding 


i (Continued on page 34) 
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Boxscore on 


Mutual leads the four major nets in mystery, science and west- 


ern adventure stanzas, with 25 s 


sor about 15% hours of programming weekly. ABC has 15 shows 
for 1214 hours a week of action fare, including the cross-the-board 
“Hannibal Cobb” which is beamed to an afternoon femme audience. 

NBC has 21 shows, for 1042 hours weekly. Interestingly, NBC 


DVENTURE ( 


RAY 








the Thrillers | 


hows in that category accounting 


CROWD WEBS 


By BERT BRILLER 





MYSTERIOSIS Emergency Meet Leoming for NAB 


Fate of BAB 


Washington, June 27. 
Fate of the Broadcast Advertis- 


Directors to Settle 


| 





which some years back barred whodunits earlier than 9 p.m.) spots 


some of them in the early even 
eight hours. 

Here’s the breakdown: 

MUTUAL 

affairs of Peter Salem 
Hashknite Hartley 
1 Love a Mystery (5xW) 
Under Arrest 
The Shadow* 
Hopalong Cassidy* 
Martin Kane™ 
True Detective* 
Rov Rogers* 
Nick Carter* 
Mark Trail* (3xW) 
B-Bar-B Ranch (2xW) 
Challenge of the Yuken* 
Crime Fighters 
Murder By Experts 
\iurder at Midnight 
Straight Arrow* (2xW) 
Count of Monte Cristo 
Official Detective* 
John Steele, Adventurer 
\ivsterious Traveler 
Hidden Truth 
international Airport 


2000 Plus 

California Caravan 
ABC 

Amazing Mr. Malone 


Hannibal Cobb (5xW) 
Superman (3xW) 
Lone Ranger (3xW) 
Inner Sanctum 
Counterspy* (2xW) 
This Is Your FBI* 
Green Hornet 
Detou 

Sky King (2xW)* 
Chandu 

Gregory Hood 

Fat Man 

Thin Man* 

The Sherift* 


' Indicates commercial show. 
’xW) Indicates twice-weekly s 


ing: CBS has 16 airers, totaling 


NBC 
Charles Bover Show 
The Big Guy 
Cloak and Dagger 
High Adventure* 
$1,000 Reward 
The Saint 
Sam Spade* 
Nightbeat* 
A Life in Your Hands* 
Falcon* 
Big Story* 
Richard Diamond* 
Dragnet* 
Dimension X 
Tales of Texas Rangers* 
Wanted 
Confidentially Yours 
Top Secret 
Mr. District Attorney* 
Dangerous Assignment* 
Western Caravan 
CBS 
Broadway's My Beat* 
Sterling Mystery Theatre* 
Satan’s Waitin’* 
Mr. Chameleon* 
Philip Marlowe* 
Johnny Dollar* 
Crime Photographer* 
Somebody Knows 
Mr. Keen* 
Beyond Tomorrow 
FBI in Peace & War* 


Radio is in for a thrilling time. 


| sagas have broken out on the four 
} . a 
major webs in unprecedented 


| numbers. A total of 77 thrillers 


} are being beamed for 45 hours a 
| week of cops-vs.-robbers, 
| pokes-vs.-rustlers and scientist-vs.- 
Martians action. 
| One reason for the trend is the 
| heavy use of the mellers as sum- 
!mer replacement fare this year, 
because of the poor Nielsen show- 
| ing musical airers are making. A 
| more basic reason, in the opinion 
| of keen trade observers, is that 
they are cheap to produce and the 
; surest kind of escape drama in 
| this unsettled period when nervous 





ous thrills. 
While whodunits have been 
around for some time, because of 


+ 
| Whodunit Giveaways 


A new era in radio program- 
| ming appears to be getting un- 
der way—combining whodunits 
with giveaways. 

| Sunday night (25) NBC 
preemed in the 7 o’clock slot 
its ‘$1,000 Reward” show, the 
grand note being the payoff to 
the amateur sleuth among the 
listeners (called by telephone) 


Americans are looking for vicari- | 


The mysterioso - western - science | 


j 
| 
| 


} 


cOoWw- | 


| 


} 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 





} 


Next, Smoke Signals? 
Paterson, N. J., June 27. 
With 50,000 Boy Scouts from 
many countries attending the 
jamboree at Valley Forge, Pa., 
June 30-July 6, WPAT here 
has arranged to cover the 
event by pigeongram. Scouts 
serving as official reporters 
for the indie will give their 
stories to the birds, which will 
fly them to Paterson for broad- 
casting. ; 
To create local interest, be- 
cause of the large number of 
pigeon clubs in the WPAT 
area, the station is also stag- 
ing a homing pigeon race. On | 
Saturday (1) about 700 birds 
will be released, with the first 
back winning a trophy. The 
fowl will carry messages from 
North Jersey scouts attending 
the jamboree to their parents. 











'§.A. (Sales Appeal) 


| 


| 


Campaign Being 


Set by Bud Barry 


| 


NBC is moving to give its pro- | 


ing Bureau may precipitate an 
emergency meeting of the NAB 


board of directors within the next 
month, it was learned here today 
(27). Question of whether BAB 
is to remain in the NAB fold, it’s 
understood, must be decided before 
the association’s projected member- 
ship campaign, to be launched in 
August, gets under way. 

Temper of the board is to favor 
separation of BAB, as expressed in 
a resolution at last week’s meetings 
here, with some members feeling 
that the break should be complete 
while others take the position that 
NAB membership should be man- 
datory for obtaining BAB services. 
Situation is said to be similar to 
the history of the American News- 
paper Publishers Assn. and its ad- 
vertising bureau which resulted in 


| ANPA settling down to a servicing 


agency with the ad bureau running 
the show. 

With the bureau now taking 
about 25% of the NAB budget, 
it’s felt that the problem boils 
down to whether BAB’s Maurice 
Mitchell is to become the kingpin 
of the association. Mitchell is un- 
derstood to have available to him 
a ready offer to go with NBC at 
considerably more than his pres- 
ent salary. It’s believed he would 
stay on with NAB if BAB were to 
be given a $500,000 burget. 

Board’s resolution on BAB said 


Up for Parole 
Escape” 
Gangbusters* 
Pursuit* 


who comes up with the proper 
clue. 

CBS is now going NBC one 
better (in fact, five times bet- 





grams s. a.— sales appeal —in 4 | that the effect of the ultimate sep- 
campaign instituted by new pro-| aration of the bureau from NAB 
gram veepee Charles (Bud) Barry. | has not been fully determined. It 


Object of the pelicy ‘is to eradicate | therefore voted to select “at the 








T-Man ter), with its “Somebody | the lack of liaison and understand- | earjiest opportunity” a committee 
| Knows” series scheduled to | ing between program and sales de-|+9 recommend a plan of separation 
| preem July 6, with the web of- | partments which previously ex-|t> become effective April 1, 1951. 
| fering $5,000 each week to | isted. |The board stipulated that the plan 
| anyone submitting clues aid- | As part of the concept, Barry has | «give que consideration to the ade- 
| ing in the arrest of murderers. | set up a sales service unit in the | quate financing of BAB as a sep- 
, | . ‘ ivici “hi . i | . : 
how. program division. This group, in-| arate organization, the effect of 


(3sW) Indicates thrice-weekly show. 


xW) Indicates five-times-weekly show. 





——— 





Top Names For 


WNBC Personality 
Plus Disk’ Format 


One of the most unusual person- 
alityv-disk jockey “formats” yet 
evolved by a station to entrench 
liself in the AM sphere of broad- 
Casting, and establish a pattern 
that will stand up in the TV era, 
is taking Shape at WNBC, the N.Y. 
flagship station of NBC. It repre- 
sents the major programming inno- 
vallon at the station since Ted 
Coit moved in as station manager. 

Based on the concept of “big 
hanes plus specialization in rec- 
ords,” the Cott-inspired formula 
actually started rolling a couple 
petra Merri with the premiere of 
'e Skitch Henderson morning 
and noontime show. The schedule 
“as stepped up this week, and by 
the end of the summer will read as 
tollows: 

Leopold Stokowski will be the 

‘Continued on page 34) 


‘Changing World’ Sold 
For Ride on Mutual 


—_ Hollywood, June 27. 
wy, Ha Wood's “This Changing 
MS ad” has been sold to Mutual by 
. ynolds Productions, recently 

riied AM-TV packaging house. 





ee Don Lee and BBD&O sales 
ori Paul Raymond, ex-NBC, and 
‘abeth Stewart. 

Reynolds group has several hun- 


dred films and shorts for TV re- 


lease, plus radio and teevee pack- | Voc 
Among the tele packages are | jockey 


ages, 
a tantasy 


Starring Billy Gilbert; 


the radi 
wl radio stanza and starring Glen 
ane an: 


“orth.” with Wade Crosby; and 


“Sule and Lurene Tuttle. 


Pair of Queens 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Crastes, 
demoiselle 


Rolande 


| Freneh picked 


a Day” on the Mutual airer this 
| week. 


| Mile. Crastes, who arrived in 
ithe U. S. Thursday (21) was en- | 
itertained by N._ Y.’s Mayor) 


|O’Dwyer, the Stork Club and the 
| Latin Quarter. 


Garfield, Rogers, 
Ladd ABC Series 





| ABC is mulling shows for three 
Hollywood names—John Garfield, 
'Alan Ladd and Buddy Rogers. 
| Garfield is being sought as lead in 
| “The Great Mouthpiece,” based on 
| 

the Gene Fowler tome. 

| add is also being considered 
| for a legal eagle role, as star of a 
| Music Corp. of America package, 
'“He Frees the Innocent,” drama- 
tizing cases of persons imprisoned 
falsely. Rogers, who was signed 
| two weeks ago for a daytime stanza 
on WOR, N. Y., to start next week 
after his afternoon “Pick a Date’ 
| show on ABC ends may return to 
‘the web in a nighttime audience 


| packaged by PRB, Inc., and Gains- 
| borough Associates. 

| Leonard Reeg, ABC’s AM pro- 
gram director, is auditioning 
| Jimmy Blaine, “Stop the Music” 
‘vocalist, for a cross-the-board disk 
spot. “Happy Landings” 
with Bud Collyer may switch from 


“Mystery Is My Hobby,” based on | am afternoon strip to a nighttime | 


once-weekly half hour. Net has 


“The Great J. C. Penny-| just wrapped up an audition plat- 


” 
ter of “Three on a Honeymoon, 


‘Peek Into Hollywood,” with Lynn | audience participationer with Phil 


Baker. 


21-year-old 


| outdoor 
| Fineshriber, 


' adventure yarns. 





| a : 
| their high audience payoff per pro- 
‘duction dollar, there has been 
“something new” added to the ad- 
| venture cycle, in realistic treat- 
ment, the saddle emphasis and the 
science fiction upbeat. 

Several of the new chillers have 
'realistic frameworks or are based 


| 
| 
| 
| 


4S on factual material, such as “Want- 
“Queen for a Day” on the Radio| ed,” uly | 
Luxembourg program of that name, | Yours” and “Top Secret.” Behind | 


| 
will meet an American “Queen for | 


Jack Lait’s ‘“Confidentially 
the realism trend, according to 
NBC radio program veepee Charles 
| Barry, is the public’s tiring of syn- 
| thetic private eye heroics. The 
|web’s research department has 
turned up audience data showing 
a strong preference for natural- 


istic, hard-boiled action without 
fancy frills. 
The interest in scientification, 


the web has found, stems from the 
impact of the atom bomb, guided 
missles, radar, jet planes, etc. Sur- 
| veys of libraries revealed a terrific 
| demand for “world of tomorrow” 
novels, while even mags like Col- 
_lier’s and Saturday Evening Post 
‘are going in for 25th Century 
| stories, some of which have been 
‘adapted on the “Dimension X” 
|show. Significantly, the science 
fantasy aficionados are among the 
best-educated segments of the 
population. 

Hopalong Cassidy films on video 
are responsible for the boom in 
action tales, says Bill 
program veepee of 
MBS, which leads the four nets in 








signs like the bull market in hill- 
(Continued on page 34) 





He points to, 


cluding Barry, Mitchell 
and Leslie Harris, will be available 
to the salesmen for an assist in | 


| convincing prespective clients, cov- 


ering conventions, making trips, | 


| ete., with coin coming from the | 
} 


program department budget. 
ditionally, 
| prepare booklets and kits to help 
_ Sell each new show. 


| 


| cern with CBS’ recent ascendancy 
| and the current dip in AM’s over- 
; all biz. 
| first be mulled for their sales and | 
promotion potentials. Audition for 
|“Tugboat Annie,” for instance, was | 
'undertaken because of its natural 
| link with a possible oil company 
| bankroller. 
| gramming with commercial activi- 
ties, the creative staffers are sitting 
| in on sales meetings. 
ing arrangement is pointed up by 


Ad- 
the programmers will 


Behind the move is NBC’s con- 





All airers projected will 


| 


To coordinate pro- 


Closer work- 





Benson 'such separation upon the present 


dues structure of NAB and all rele- 
vant organizational and legal prob- 
lems involved.” 


Car! Haverlins 
Lincoln Series 


Ted Cott, manager of WNBC, 
N. Y., has negotiated a deal with 
Carl Haverlin, president of Broad- 
cast Music, Inc., and an authority 


on Abraham Lincoln, whereby the 
latter will do a series of shows for 
the station called “A Treasury of 
Lincoln.” 

It will have a flexible format te 





| the upcoming cross-country, meet-| embrace all aspects of Lincolni- 


| 


Another, new programming | 


| cerpts 


| the-sponsors trek which Barry and | ana, such as dramatizations (“Abe 
AM sales veepee Harry C. Kopf Lincoln in Illinois”), 
will make together. 


musical exe 
(‘The Lonesome Train,” 
etc.), poetry (Carl Sandburg, etc.). 


| policy is to buy new airers outright | Haverlin will supervise each pro- 
and to give indie packagers royal- | gram and do the commentary. 
ties, thus insuring the network of | 


| exclusive rights. 
sidered the packagers will play less | 


of a role. 


Thus it’s con- | 


Bob Womboldt has been | 


' assigned to devote full time to 


velop Barry’s program ideas. 





scouting for new airers and to de- | 
| 


Gale Charges Infringement 


On CBS ‘Songs For Sale’. 


Legal action against CBS, alleg- | 


It’s scheduled to preem this 
summer. 


b ] ~ 
All’s Well in Canada 
Toronto, June 27. 
Subsequent to loyalty screen- 
ings by the Royal Canadian Mount- 


ed Police, no employees of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. have 
been dismissed for security pur- 
poses, according to Davidson Dun- 





£ ss ° ‘. ‘ * . | 
ificers are Stuart Reynolds for- | participationer, “Race for Riches, 


ing that “Songs for Sale” infringes | ton, CBC board chairman, who ap- 
jon his “Pick a Hit,” is being | peared before the federal govern- 
launched by Moe Gale, through | ment’s Parliamentary Committee 
‘his attorney, Andrew Weinberger. | on Radio. This inquiry had been 
“Songs” is due to start on CBS | directed toward members of the 
| Friday (20) at 9 p.m., with Jan | international broadcasting service, 

Murray as emcee, Ray Bloch’s | who direct their messages to fore 
' orch and Tony Bennett. | eign radio listeners. 

Gale says that “Songs” has the; Dunton said that the CBC is 
same format as “Pick,” which was | alert to the infiltration of subver- 
year is firm. Garred is now doing @¥ditioned by NBC earlier this sive individuals who knew that the 
12 newseasts a week on ABC since Year, with the Guy Lombardo |CBC would be useful to their 
he moved over from CBS and adds | °rch, Bea Grauer as emcee and | cause, but that this was kept cons 
another six this week, most of ® Panel including Lou Levy, Ce- | stantly in mind by competent aue 
them sponsored. |leste Holm, Martin Block and Son- | thorities. He believed that there 
| ABC is spotting Garred in the) By Skylar. Gale adds that the au- was no screening necessary for the 
(10 p.m. slot to compete against! dition platter was heard by several | Canadian-born domestic staff; that 
|NBC’s Richfield Reporter and Co- | advertising agencies and executives | they did not handle any matters 
lumbia’s Chet Huntley. } of CBS. }involving Dominion security. 


ABC SIGNS NEWSCASTER 
GARRED FOR 14 YEAR 


Hollywood, June 27. 
In the longest deal ever made 
by a network with a newscaster, 
ABC last week signed Bob Garred, | 
ace newsman, for 14 years. First 


yh A tees ‘ 


. 
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Sometime in July VARIETY Will Issue Its 


Sth ANNUAL 
RADIO-TELEVISION REVIEW AND PREVIEW 
Season 1950-51 


and as in the past, it will be the most comprehen- 
Sive issue available concerning radio and tele- 
vision. 


Agencies — sponsors — program producers —tal- 
ent, will look to this issue for helpful information 
in connection with their fall planning. 


X 





Advertising rates remain the same. Make your 


space reservation now at 


RIET 


NEW YORK 19 
154 W. 46th St. 


HOLLYWOOD 28 
6311 Yucca Street 


CHICAGO 11 
612 No. Michigan Ave. 


LONDON WC2 
8 St. Martin’s Pl. 
Trafalgar Square 
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NBC, CBS 








No Slump Seen for 


Year's Output May Near 7,000,000 yon HEA THY 





LLOUT 





Tele Set Sales; ARG. IU MONT 





Washington, June 27. + 


May television production figures 
of the Radio Mfrs. Assn., showing 
only a slight falling off from the | 
record output of March and April, 
have so far failed to substantiate | 
industry expectations of a summer 
slump in receiver sales. Weekly | 
turnout during May by RMA fac- | 
tories of 94,057 TV sets was only | 
10 under the high April rate, 
which equalled the peak produc- 


tion of March. 

RMA’s May report has caused 
speculation as to whether there 
will be a seasonal slump, consid- 


ering -that it takes about a month 
for production to turn up in deal- 


ers’ showrooms. Some circles are 
wondering whether the pattern of 
radio is applicable to television and 
whether TV viewing will fall off. 
It's pointed out, for instance, that | 
baseball provides a terrific incen- | 
tive to the purchase of TV sets, | 


ment because of summer program | 
cancellations in other fields of en- 
tertainment. 

It's also claimed that, despite 
the freeze on new station construc- 
tion, the market for receiver sales 


' 
which offsets customer discourage- | 
| 


is far from saturated and that the 
novelty of television is a strong 
enough sales inducement to attract 
millions of buyers, summer or win- 
ter In the 50 or so cities now 


served by stations, it‘s pointed out, 
there are at least 30,000,000 fam- 
ilies with One or more radio sets. 
Only about 6,000,000 of these fam- 


(Continued on page 36) 


DeSoto Options TV 


Time for Groucho 


Groucho Marx may bow in on 
NBC television this fall in the’! 
Thursday night 8:30 to 9 period. | 
DeSoto, which bankrolls the come- 
dian’s Wednesday night radio| 
show, has optioned the segment, | 
planning to install a TV version of 
Marx's “You Bet Your Life” radio 
quizzer. Since the AM program 
will return in the fall to its Wed-| 
nesday night spot, it will not be, 
Simuleast. 

Marx, meanwhile, will make his | 
video debut July 17 as part of Pop- | 
sicle’s “Parade of Stars” via CBS- 
TV. Fifteen-minute.program, which 
will be a condensed version of “Bet 
Your Life.” was filmed at the NBC 
Studios on the Coast last week in a | 
rare example of cooperation be- | 
tween the two webs. Situation! 
was brought about through the fact | 
that Marx was signed for the Pop- 
sicle one-shot while still under con- 





| by the liquor dealers’ association are now an estimated 6,300,000 re- | 


| 200 taprooms in Philadelphia are 
| affected. 





Major television networks are 
| finally sighting the profit land. 
| After five years of floating along in Appearing on last week’s 
|red ink, with sustaining shows out-| “Original Amateur Hour” on 
signed to sponsor Chico Mar ,, | Mumbering the sponsors, NBC and| NBC-TV show as a three-time 
“Ravelli’s Su oo. Bowl” t a S/ CBS now are virtually sold out for| winner was Renn Zaph, a 
<iihein Gatun ct aed ABC OW. | the 1950-51 season. And ABC and| mimic-instrumentalist  — em- 
of N.Y ct. 9 over out | DuMont expect to have the best | ployed by Philco in Philadel- 
Ai d i ’ ' year, sponsorwise, in their history.| phia as an engineering re- 
Aimee at the college crowd, pro-|" Thus, while films, legit, niteries| searcher. 
a. will carry a cast of 17, and) and other phases of show business Immediately upon conclusion 
e on same night as Groucho | are caught in general economic dol-| of his turn, Zaph got a call 
Marx's teleshow. |drums, TV is eyeing its peak period.| .from WLW-T, the Crosley- 
owned video station in Cin- 


According to one network sales | 
Await Fate Of sonal, wih the request, tha 





Chico Marx’s TV Sponsor 


Hollywood, June 27. 
American Safety Razor Co. has 











offer tyros dream about. 
to midnight on its fall schedule. | Zaph asked 24 hours to think 
CBS is not far behind with 10 avail-| it over. 


Next day he wired 
|able half-hours. ABC has 19 dif-| WLW-T he preferred engineer- 


SSURED TV SE 


Unit System (a la Pix) May Be Applied 
To All NBC House-Built TV Shows 


‘ Unit system of production, in 
which the same crew works togeth- 
The Am What Am | er on a show throughout its run, 


may be adopted as NBC-TV’s per- 
manent policy if plans now being 
formulated by program chief 
Ernest Walling materializes. Since 
TV programming is steadily reach- 
ing the point where it must aban- 
don assembly-line production tech- 
niques in favor of custom-built 
shows, Walling thinks the unit sys- 
tem is the best way to achieve that. 
Only through working together 
over a long period of time can a 
crew learn each other’s specific 
talents and abilities and thus turn 
in the best possible job. 

Major Hollywood studios have 
utilized the unit system for some 
time. In films, a producer will 
have the same director, camera- 
man, grips, lighters, etc., for each 
project. In video, NBC’s “Satur- 
day Night Revue” has operated in 





| ferent bankrollers set for next fall,| ing research and desired to 

while DuMont has nine. | keep his amateur standing in 
While it is true that most of| show biz. 

‘these are blue chips advertisers, a 


and pound on the agencies’ doors | 
Today the’re| an audition. Station wanted to 
rushing to see us.” 


to sell them time. 
As of now, | give him his own half-hour 
NBC has only two half-hours open | 
Philadelphia, June 27. 


| video show. It was kind of 
throughout the week from 7 p. m. | 
The Pennsylvania Supreme Court /number of those signing on do not | 








that way under the production 
supervision of Max Liebman, while 
Robert Montgomery inaugurated a 
Similar system for his “Lucky 


a | 
has halted collections of $2,000,000 | have so much money to spend. It | Strike Theatre” series. System has 
in taxes from taprooms with tele-| had been feared at one time that | ar- 0 a ing also. been utilized for NBC’s “Gar- 


vision sets. The court’s order re-| video, because of its eee | 


mains in effect until the U. S. Su-| time and production charges, would 


Sylvania Retail Liquor Dealers! basis of their fall sponsor lineups, | 
Assn., challenging the constitu-| TV execs now claim that their in- 
tionality of the tax. dustry not only has a place for the 
Originally levied in 1946, the| little guys, but that the smaller 
tax remained in effect until the | spenders cannot afford to stay out. | 
1949 legislative session amended| Chief reasons for the bankroll-/ 5, win attempt to wrap up 
the law. The tax ranging down-| ers’ rush to get in for next fall are | Sunday night television audiences 
ward from $120 a year was im-| TV’S proven sales effectiveness and 
posed on more than 10,000 tap-| Steadily-expanding 





market Re-|in the fall in the same way it cap- | 


A lar .| underscored the selling job, reveal- 

ty Bag wai Pe gle ing that, while TV advertisers ben- | 
| efit through greatly-increased pond 
: : ‘uct sales, their competitors not rep-| ." . 
A suit contesting the tax was resented on video actually lose cus-| its projected 


brought in Dauphin County Court tomers. As for circulation, there | show, originally 


video. 
die Cantor as initial ammunition. 
Web this week decided to move 
top-name_ variety 
scheduled for 


against the State Liquor Control | oo; ; -, |8 to 9 slot starting this autumn, 
° . /ceivers in the home of the public, |° . art 
sore. she cout hed the tax /and the industry is eyeing 20,000,- | with Colgate picking up the tab for 


must be paid as a legal levy on en-| 000 within five years. In addition, 'the entire hour. 


tertainment. The decision was ap-|+he Bell System is steadily ex-| New show, which is still untitled, 


pealed and the State Supreme | nanding the coaxial cable—NBC, 


| 


Court, last April. The appeal to | nested stations by next fall. 





the United States Supreme Court | letely sold emcees, as yet unassigned, would 
will be filed before July 11. ass ge oll seunat’ Weennenay each take over the show once every 
ani "Thursday and the time’ four weeks. Web originally | 

° . . slots still open are under option. | Leong ty bo age: riod Wednes:| 
Technical Violation Of | Buick is expected to buy the tor for the 8 to 9 period Wednes- 
Wednesday night 8 to 9 period, in Gays. Latter spot will probably be | 

Pa State Code Seen In |'which NBC plans to air a show star- | filled by a show starring Dean Mar- | 

‘ | ring Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, | yy Jerry Lewis, which Buick | 

TV att ' while Colgate has taken the 8 to 9 Mlght sponsor. — t 
Political Time Buy period ne Sunday nights. Only ‘ bo the ae of its current | 
Philadelphia, June 27, | periods open are the 10:30 to 11 on oe ~y — P sesty det dv 

i . : ‘slot Wednesday and Thursday. In Se fall, opes the top-budg- | 

A state election board official to- | addition, NBC has the “Howdy |¢ted vaudeo show will form a bul- | 
day (27) said the use of political | (Cantieeet on page 40) | wark for the entire evening. Its) 
campaign contributions to buy tele- | chief threat will be against Ed Sul- | 
livan’s “Toast of the Town,” aired 





‘ | : . tured Saturday night’s top ratings | ,, A - 7 
rooms in the State which used) cent NBC-Hofstra College sUIVeY | this year with its “Saturday Night | would then assign an assistant di- 


Revue,” with Fred Allen and Ed-| 


Wednesday, into the Sunday night | 


would incorporate a unique star-ro- | 


Court upheld the Dauphin County | ¢- : 1 intercon-| tating system in the emcee spot. | 
Sor example, ‘wilt have Si = | Allen, Cantor and two other name | 





tract to CBS. 
He pointed out that the code 


CAMEL CiGS OKAYS | specifically limits the items for 
WYNN CANCELLATION wsea°in'a’ campaign. tt approves 


Camel cigarets, after several | ° radio facilities but makes no 
weeks of Tadevinton. has sent, Mention of television. ; 
through a cancellation order to| The state primary election, just 
CBS-TV on the Ed Wynn show. concluded last month, made ample 
Web, as a result, is pitching the use of TV with both parties and 
program to several potential bank-| all’factions in each party spending 
rollers for next fall, with Norge-| freely_on all three local stations. 
Kelvinator reportedly having the | The election official said the code 
inside track. | will probably be amended in the 

Wynn program, originating on Next session of the State Legisla- 
the Coast and k' nescoped for trans-| ture to keep up with the times. 
mission in the east and midwest, | 
signed off for the season last night | 
(Tues.). Whether it will return as | 
& Sustainer in case CBS has not 
lined up a new sponsor by fall has 





' Lueky Strike’s “Hit Parade” is 


not been determined. | slated to bow in on NBC television | 
| July 10 on a test basis for possible | 
the fall. | 





WHBF-TV Preems July ] permanent slotting in 


| . y igi 1 : how- 
Rock Island, Ill., June 27. econo a, Sena 

WHBF-TV, the 106th TV outlet, 
Starts regularly scheduled program | 
July 1. Station will operate on 
three-hour nightly schedule, Wed- | 
nesday through Sunday, and pres- 


one for TV. 


. . . m . at | 
mae po ah ng bed a bara | NBC PI S d | at the same hour on the rival CBS- 
| dation oO 1e e ennsyivania | |TV web. “Toast,” which began its | 
State Election Code. | ans un ay 'third year on the air Sunday night 


ever, the show will not be simul- | 
cast but will consist of two sepa-| manager for the NBC-TV network, | no TV network yet in operation, programming operation. Terp com- 
rate programs, one for radio and| has been signed as a director by | the midseason contest has been) pany, headed by Nora Kaye and 


|(25) has consistently held down 


| r4 9 one of the top-rated video spots. | 

V T out ot During the season just finished, | 

the Sunday night 8 to 9 period was 

| occupied on NBC by “Chesterfield | 

NBC television, recognizing the Supper Club” (8 to 8:30) and “Col- | 

need to continue creative program | gate Theatre” in the following half-| 

| development in the face of a sold-;hour. Chesterfield dropped its | 

out evening schedule next season, | show, paving the way for Colgate to | 
| plans to open up Sunday afternoon | take over the entire hour. 

as a showcase spot for new pro-| 


gram dens gle Plans ae eve. With All-Star Game In 
Foe ours edule. it is beiteved'txe| Bag, NBC-TV Now Eyes | 
Gillette World Series 





web will probably open up time 
going backwards from its present | 





‘us ¥ | Sunday afternoon sign-on at 4 p.m. | . , ae 
To Test TV Hit Parade | This season, NBC ran a string of |, NBC is hoping this week that 


n its Tuesday | its coup in snaring the upcoming 


ane Sears Eereere * hich opened , All-Star baseball game on a semf-| 


night at 9:30 slot, w . * } 
Continued on page 41) | exclusive network basis ‘may also | 
(Con land it the World Series plum. 


Ch ° Vi W . k pm rights to both the All-Star | 
apin Vice Warwic 


contest and the Series are con- 
John Chapin, heretofore a floor | Safety Razor and, since Mutual has 





| WNBT, the web’s N. Y. flagship. turned over to NBC for video cov- 


New video program is scheduled | He replaces Bill Warwick, who re- | erage. Entire Mutual AM web, of hour-long version of 


| 


ent plans call for all-film program- to be aired Monday nights from signed from WNBT to join the | course, will carry it exclusively. 


ming until Rock Island gets hooked 9 to 9:30, alternating every other 
into networks via microwave relay week with “Lights Out” during 
in October, according to General |Admiral’s hiatus from the latter 
lanager Leslie C. Johnsen. i show. Radio program will continue 
Station will carry ABC, CBS and in its present Saturday night at 
DuMont network shows. ;9 spot on the NBC web. 


Warwick & Legler agency. (His, Last year, the All-Star game was 
father is senior partner.) | carried by CBS-TV. Then, when 

Chapin takes. over some. of the | the Series rolled around, all four 
| shows in WNBT’s daytime opera- | major TV webs took over on a 
‘tion, including “Date in Manhat- ‘bees arrangement, same as had 


| tan.” (Continued on page 40) 


roway at Large” show, and on CBS, 
by Worthington Miner for “Studio 
One” and the Kenyon & Eckhardt 


preme Court has passed on a pe-| be too high-priced for all but the | e | 
tition filed on behalf of the Penn-| biggest advertisers. But, on the, OW or unl; | agency for “Ford Theatre.” 


Walling now wants to put the 
system to work on all NBC house- 
As he envisages it, 


|bullt shows 
Colgate Sponsors |<: producer would supervise a 


unit comprising, for the start, two 
| directors, a material researcher 
| and a program assistant (similar to 
| Hollywood’s “script girl’). Once 
each unit was set up, Walling 


| rector - floor manager - stage man- 
| ager, who would assist the director 
|in all mechanical aspects of the 
production and serve as liaison be- 
tween the show and the web’s pro- 
duction facilities department. 
| Walling has high hopes that the 
latter job may prove a good groom- 
|ing ground for future TV direc- 
|tors. Today, he said, the medium 
| lacks people with sufficient experi- 


(Continued on page 40) 


Davega Answers 


‘No on Hart TVer 


Davega is calling it quits on the 
“Moss Hart’s Answer Yes or No” 
video quizzer, notifying WNBT that 
it was cancelling out on the New 
York flagship station’s pickup of 
the stanza after the initial 13-week 
ride. 

With the fadeout of Davega, 
NBC, which has been co-oping the 
program to affiliates on station 
time, is also dropping the show. 
(Stanza got a commercial pickup 
in the N. Y. market only.) 


STOCKHOLDER GODFREY 
ROUGH ON UKE GODFREY 


Hi-V, orange-juice concentrate 
outfit in which Arthur Godfrey is 
a stockholder, is cancelling out ag 
sponsor of the twice-a-week God- 
frey ukelele lessons on CBS-TV, 
upon expiration of the initial 13- 
week run. 

Hi-V may take a 15-minute slice 
of the Godfrey Wednesday night 
video show, now that Chesterfield 
is cutting down from a full hour to 
30 minutes. 


Ballet Theatre on NBC-TV 


Ballet Theatre will be given an 
on-the-air audition by NBC-TV 











| trolled by Mutual and Gillette July 16 in a move by the web to 


inject some longhair shows into its 


| Igor Youskevitch, will present an 
“Giselle” 
|from 9 to 10 p.m. Time period is 
‘now occupied by “Philco Play- 
house,” which will be taking its 
| summer hiatus. 
| Show is to be kinescoped by 
NBC for possible pitching to po- 
| tential clients and agencies. 
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1,000 RFWARD 
th John Sylvester, Ralph Bell, 
Esther Everett, Bill Smith, Ken 
Lynch, Ken Reberts, announcer 

Director: Carl deAngelo 

’ Writer: Philip Barry 

3@ Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m. 


Sustaining 
NBC, from New York , 
Here’s the latest fashion in) 


crime shows—a whodunit with a 
giveaway twist. NBC got in under 
the wire first with its “$1,000 Re- 
ward,” which preemed Sunday 
night (25) as the latest entry in the 
7 o'clock sweepstakes, and CBS 
goes to bat next month on a $5,000 
weekly whodunit-giveaway spree. | 

The $1,000 is the amount NBC is | 
offering weekly to the amateur) 
sleuth (on the other end of a tele-| 
phone call, just like “Step the) 
Music,” “Sing It Again,” et al) who | 
comes up with the right answer | 
and can put the finger on the mur- | 
derer. The call is put through | 
near the end of the show, immedi- 
ately prior to the denouement, and 
the amateur sleuth’s answer is re- 
corded for a playback at the end 
of the program. If it jibes with 
the script ‘as it did on last Sun- 
day’s premiere’ broadcast), the 
$1,000 is the payoff. Only one call | 
is made weekly. j 

As an added fillip to the wave of | 
crime sagas inundating the air-| 
lanes, the idea is not a bad one. | 
But one suspects that the success | 
or failure of the show will not be 
predicated on the giveaway aspect, 
so much as on the quality of the) 
whodunit - itself. Last Sunday’s | 
initial stanza, “The Case of the 
Unmarried Corpse,” would just | 
about rate as so-so in any private | 
eye’s files. All the possible sus- | 
pects and clues were set forth in| 
an orderly and far from inspiring | 
style. The script abounded in the | 
conventional cliches. The script} 
adhered expertly to all the pedes- | 
trian rules. In fact too expertly. | 
This is an Irving Brecker package. | 
Fact that show uses freelance scrip- | 
ters enhances prospects for upbeat | 
in tempo. Rose, | 





WESTERN CARAVAN 
With Tex Williams, Smokey Rog- 

ers, Deuce Spriggins 
Writer-producer-director: William 

Karn | 
30 Mins., Sun., 6:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from Hollywood 

Patterned along the lines of a 
low-budget film oater, ‘Western | 
Caravan” fails to kick up any dust. | 
Following a routine story line, this | 
series of abbreviated horse-operas | 
is loaded down with stock char-| 


acters and situations that have al- |extravagantly far-fetched nature. | 
| As straight, unabashed fiction, the | 


ready been worn thin on celluloid. 
However, no matter how bad a} 
western film may be, there’s usu- | 
ally enough action to satisfy oater | 
addicts. This same action, though, | 
can’t be projected as effectively | 
over the air and that’s where this | 
program hits its weakest spot. 

On the initial show Sunday | 
(25), yarn progressed at a casual 
pace, leaving no doubt in the mind 
of the listener of the outcome. 
Story offered was the routine one, 
about a gal cattle-owner trying to 
get her herd to a buyer in the face | 
of strong upposition from an un- 
scrupulous rival beef-raiser. But, 
as is usually the case, a sure-fisted, 
sharp-shooting cowboy (in this in- 
stance Tex Williams) came to the | 
aid of the struggling femme and | 
managed, after some difficulty, to | 
pull the gal through her troubles. 

In the lead raje, Williams, a 
Capitol recordin, artist, could have 
given a little more punch to his 
portrayal. As Williams’ sidekicks, 
Smokey Rogers and Deuce Sprig- 
gins filled their assignments ade- 
quately. Okay performances were 
turned in by the rest of the cast. 
Williams Karn’s production, direc- 
tion and script could have been 
sharper aM the way down the line. 
Tussling, shooting and other action 
scenes failed to impress. Williams, 
incidentally, didn’t pige any tunes 
on the kickoff -broadcast. Robert 
Armbruster’s orch provided the 
proper musical background. 

‘ Gros. 


ARTHUR TREACHER SHOW 
Writer: Jeff Seldin 

Director: Walter Law 
30 Mins.; Sun., 12:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WNBC, N.Y. 

The mixture of Arthur Treach- 
er’s dry British accents with Gil- 
bert & Sullivan recordings must 
have sounded great on paper as a 
novel departure in disk jockey 
programming. It might still be a 
fine idea even if Treacher was a 
bit thin on + er show. That 
was mainly dhe, however, to his 
being saddled with a rhymed 
script that may have been pat- 
terned after the G&S lyrics but 
lacked the intellectual kick. 
Overall, show was completely 
listenable as another session for 
Savovards. Treacher’s poetical 
recitations were held down to 
quatrains between pleasantly long 
seleetions from .the major oper- 
ettas. - Herm. 


CHARLES BOYER SH( W 
With Hanley Stafford 
Writer-Producer: Nat Wolff 
Director: Archie Scott 
30 Mins.; Tues., 9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from Hollywood 

This airer is one of the most 
promising to debut on this sum- 
mer airlanes. With Charles Boyer 
in the starrins spot, dramatic 
series has a refreshing wit and 
urbanity that puts it above the 
usual type of hot weather airer. 
All this and it’s commercial, too, 
since the scripting keeps that story 
line clearly up front. It’s a solid 
bet for sponsorship, what with 
Boyer’s marquee strength, and it 
could take its place with any fall 
competitor. 


Opening session introduced Boy- | 


er as a night-clubbing Parisian 
panhandler who earns his keep 
via spinning yarns to visiting no- 
velists. Initial program opened 
leisurely 
Boyer characterization, but gather- 
ed speed as it proceeded via flash- 
back to unfold a charming yarn 
about swindlers and art forgers. 
Plot worked through a series of 
double-crosses, with Boyer at the 
axis, in a well-mannered, intelli- 
gently humorous style that fixed 
attention without aiming for any 
smashing climaxes. 

Boyer, in a chameleon role as 
duke, detective, criminal and lover, 
projected with his customary pol- 
ish. In a 
with the swindler’s daughter, Boyer 


in order to build the | 


THE THIN MAN 
With Claudia Morgan, Bill Smith, 

Joan Alexander, Richard Taber, 

Arlene Blackburn, Frank Readik, 

Tom Shirley 
Producer: Dennis King, Jr. 
Director: Carlo DeAngelo 
Writer: Michael Morris 
30 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 

H. J. HEINZ 
ABC, from N. Y. 
(Maxon) 

Nick and Nora Charles, who have 
charmed their way into detective 
fiction fanciers for many years, 
seem to be losing much of their 
chief selling point. “Thin Man” 


A LIFE IN YOUR HANDS 
With Carleton KaDell, Bob White, 

Geraldine Kaye, Carl Grayson, 

Maurie Copeland, Marianne Ber- 

trand, Ed Prentiss, Art Hern; 

Myron Wallace, narrator 
Producer-director: Jack Simpson 
Writers: Bob and Billie McKee 
30 Mins.; Tues., 9:30 p.m. (CDT) 
BROWN & WILLIAMSON 
NBC, from Chicago 

(Russel Seeds) 

A so-so entry into the whodunit 
field, “A Life in Your Hands” 
works hard on the vicarious thrill 
theme. Switch on this hiatus fill- 
er for Raleigh’s “People Are 





series after many years on the air, 
has slipped into an ordinary who- | 
| dunit package. 

Initial show on the series, which 
is the summer replacement 





|yarn considerably thinner than} 
Nick Charles’ profile. The story | 
|sounded very familiar with Nick | 
and Charles inheriting a fortune if | 
| they survived a year. 
coin goes to several other relatives. | 
There was a slight and highly un-| 


Funny” which teed off on its sec- 
ond summer run Tuesday (20), is 
the plot involvement of a seeming- 
ly innocent bystander, emphasiz- 


| 

; ; : , 

| for |ing that it might be a spot the | Star Final’s” 
| Ozzie and Harriet Nelson, had a/| listener could find himself in. Law-|ly resembled a zapsule edition of 
| 


yer Jonathan Kegg, 

Erle Stanley Gardner, 

as the case-cracker. 
Tale on initial stanza had Kegg 


created by 
is featured 


ting the finger on the dead man’s 
wife with the help of testimony 


SEVEN STAR FINAL 
With Gabriel Pressman, C. Byron 

Wortman, Muriel Fischer, Ed 

Easton, Walter MacDonald, Joan 

Gahan, Zander Hollander, Alfred 

Russell; Norton Mockridge, em- 

cee; Milt Miller, announcer. 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Sat., 6:45 p. m. 
NEWSPAPER GUILD OF N, Y. 
WLIB, N. Y. 

In a smart move to bring its 
case before the public and culti- 
vate goodwill, striking employees 
of the N. Y. World-Telegram and 
Sun Friday (23) started a 15-minute 
across-the-board news program on 
WLIB, N. Y. Staffers from most 
departments of the struck paper 
individually reported on spot and 
feature happenings in their re- 
spective fields. Basically, ‘‘Seven 
overall makeup close- 





| the WT & Sun. 

| Keynote of the broadcast was a 
‘statement that the strikers felt 
that there was no reason why the 


Otherwise | breaking up a murder trial by put-|“2.000,000 WT & Sun readers” 


|should be deprived of vital parts 
|of the sheet during the shutdown. 


necessary twist to this session, but | from a switchboard operator. Story| Some of the scribes were a bit 


the originality and freshness that 
delighted many listeners for many | 
years seemed to have eluded the | 
series’ present scripters. | 

Performances on the  preem | 


- 


followed the usual formula of 
building up a strong case against 
the wrong suspect and then ex- 
posing the least suspected char- 
acter as the guilty party. 


minor romantic detour | 


| weren’t too forte, either. The lead| This time the non-guilty suspect 
performers seemed to have mis-| Was already on trial when Kegg | 
| taken slovenliness for nonchalance. | entered the case. Sharp barrister | 
'The major humor that came off | proved the wife’s guilt when he| 


was delivered by the murderer. | elicited from the switchboard girl | 


| hesitant in reading their material, 
| but for the most part the program 
|came off smoothly. At the windup, 
| however, Alfred Russell’s financial 


| report had to be cut short in order 


to permit WT & Sun Guild unit 
chairman Ed Easton time to sum 
up the strike issues. 

Norton Mockridge, one of the 
paper’s top feature writers, was a 


Direction, however, was good. 


parodied his usual film roles with 
a subtle burlesque of the conti- 


nental grand manner. Rest of the | 


cast and production backgrounds 
were firstrate. Herm. 


DETOUR 
With Dr. Richard Hoffman 
Director: William Marshall 
Producer: Mannie Rosenberg 
30 Mins.; Wed., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining : 
ABC, from N. Y. 

Similar in conception to an ear- 
lier ABC series, “The Clock,” this 


| airer is purveying a standard brand | 
An at-| 


of crime and chiller fare. 
tempt to invest this show with 
more significance than the ordinary 
run of dramatizations is being 
made through a running commen- | 
tary by a psychiatrist, Dr. Richard 
Hoffman. The latter’s remarks, 
however, are made up of empty 


cliches and elementary psychologi- | 


cal speculations in a way that de- 
tracts from the program’s interest. 

Why a doctor was rung in on 
the kickoff stanza at all is hard to 
understand in view of the yarn’s 


plot would have served a function. 


| (In fact, this yarn was previously | 


presented over video). But to make 
this incredible tissue of events 
serve as the basis for deadpan psy- 
chological ruminations only jarred 
the fictional mood besides casting 
the whole science of psychology 
under a shadow. 

Plot revolved around the attempt 
of a young clerk to change com- 
pletely his identity in order to 
avoid paying the penalty for the sup- 

osed murder of his boss. The plast- 
c surgery is so successful that he 
cannot establish his identity after 
finding out that instead of having 
killed his boss, the latter died and 
left him heir to a fortune. Aside 
from the intrusive commentary, 
the drama was worked out neatly 
by a good cast. Herm. 


LOOK YOUR BEST 
With Richard Willis, audience par- 
eeeenns announcer, Bill Ship- 
ey 
Writer-Producer: Willis 
Director: Andy McCullough 
30 Mins.; Sat., 10:30 a.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from New York 
Makeup artist and consultant 
Richard Willis who appeared on a 
beauty advice show on CBS three 
years ago returned to the net Sat- 
urday (24) in another fashion 
guidance airer, ‘“‘Look Your Best.” 
Willis is w.k. to New York metro- 
politan radio audiences for he’s 
conducted similar programs on sev- 
eral other outlets. 
Inaugural session differed little 
from Willis’ previous shows. Same 


mat prevailed and women again 
stepped forward in quest of magic 
remedies to overcome what they 
consider their personal beauty 
problems. To their sundry plaints, 
the sage of pulchritude glibly roll- 
ed off tactful solutions. 

Most of the subjects were mid- 
dlé-aged. Their troubles ranged 
from Obesity to overly dry hair. 
Descriptions of guests’ physical 
makeup and wearing apparel were 
given so that dialers with similar 
builds could take advantage of sug- 
gestions offered. Aside from the 
free advice, participants also were 
gifted clothin — | other articles 
designed to help their appearances. 
This is a time-tested show that ob- 
viously has a strong femme audi- 
ence appeal, Gilb, 





studio audience participation for- | 


| the info that the gun-toting frau’s 


Heinz commercials are brief and | alibi-establishing phone call was 








easy to take. Jose. made from a booth near the scene 
ciibidiabiiaiaaiy lof the killing and not from her 

VINCENT LOPEZ | home. 

Producer: Jack Spencer Carleton KaDell’s thesping seem- 

Director: Robert Barry | ed a bit too slick even for this 

Writer: Nerman Baer smooth formula. Rest of the cast 

30 Mins., Mon., 5:30 p.m. was generally competent. Myron 

WOR, N.Y. | Wallace’s narration was _ pretty 

Vincent Lopez is the latest mae- | heavy-handed. Dave. 

stro to go in for a disk-jockey ses- 

sion. Lopez, with many years} 

behind cies in show business, has } MR. FEATHERS 

'a terrific background that permits | With Parker Fennelly, Eleanor 





him to discourse authoritatively on | 
the subject. He’s good on delivery, 
but unfortunately, for the open-:| 
ing show (26), he elected to tell | 
much that he knew of Francis X. | 
Bushman, a matinee idol of pre-| 
World War I. That’s a long time | 
ago, and his discourse on Bushman | 


Phelps, Ralph Locke, Wendell 
Holmes, George Tiplady 
Writer: Gerald Holland 
Director: Rocco Tito 
Producers: Wilbur Stark, 
Layton 
25 Mins.; Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 


Jerry 


| wasn’t too interesting to those that | Mutual, from N. Y. 


| had never seen the glamor-kid of 
| the silents. - 
Lopez at the latter end of the 


| show displayed some good pianis- | 


| tics. It was the sole _ personal 
| touch that carried. Probably more 
| keyboarding can give this display 
; more individuality, which seems 
highly necessary in establishing an 
| audience for a disk-jockey. As 
| presently laid out, there’s too sharp 
a cleavage between Lopez’ speak- 
ing and the platters. Jose. 


PORTRAIT OF A RABBI 
With Sam Jaffe, Joseph Wiseman, 

Norman Rose, Peter Capell, 

Florence Stanley, Adelaide 

Klein, Roger de Koven; Murray 

Jordan, announcer 
Producer: Milton Krents 
Writer-director: Morton Wishen- 

grad 
60 Mins.; Sun. (25), 6 p.m. 
WLIB, N. Y. 

WLIB last Sunday (25) aired an 
unusual tribute to the late Rabbi 
Milton Steinberg, author and dis- 
tinguished head rabbi of the Park 
Avenue Synagog, N.Y., who died 
in March. Program was a full- 
hour dramatization, recorded the 
previous Tuesday (20) when it was 
originally presented in Carnegie 
Hall, N. Y., during a meeting of 
' the Rabbinical Assembly of Amer- 
|ica, and here aired for the first 
time Sunday. Carnegie Hall disk- 
ing explains the echoes of a vast 
hall, and other minor technical 
quirks, that must have confused 
the uninformed listener. 

Program, by its very nature, was 
rather parochial and limited in its 
appeal, and this situation wasn’t 
helped by the scripting. The first 
uarter-hour was taken up with 
ull, effusive eulogies to the late 
rabbi that were piled on thickly, 
one on top the other, to be as em- 
barrassing as they were effusive. 
Beginning was also much too sol- 
emn and undramatic. 

Along towards midway, fortu- 
| Nately, the program began to hit 
its stride, dramatic at times, hu- 
morous or even breezy in other 
spots, to be entertaining as well 
as informative. Airer dramatized 
the youth and schooling of Rabbi 
Steinberg in N. Y.; the problems 
in switching over from a prospec- 
tive distinguished career in philos- 
ophy or the classics for the rab- 


a rabbi, as preacher, administra- 
tor, wet-nurse,  socializer and 
friend; the problems of a rabbi’s 
wife, and the rabbi’s distinguished 
career as author and minister.. 
Program was aided by excellent 
performances from a professional 
cast, headed by Sam Jaffe as the 
narrator. Siegfried Landau’s mu- 
sic, and chanting of a Hebrew 
choir, lent good backgrounding. 
Bron. 





binate; then the manifold duties of | 


The “Mr. Feathers” series, which 
Mutual took off the air recently 
|after program had been on for 
| about five months, has been brought 
| back and given a new spotting by 


| the network. Formerly heard for | 


|a half-hour on Thursdays at 10 
'p.m., show has been cut down to 
|25 minutes and is now being aired 
;On Wednesdays at 830 p.m. Pro- 
| gram, revolving around a middle- 
|aged small town drugstore attend- 
ant, may draw dialers who go in 
for yarns with rural flavoring, but 
it’s doubtful weather show will at- 
tract any sizeable listenership. 

Parker Fennelly, who gained 
|popularity as a rustic character 
‘via his Tidus Moody characteriza- 
tions on the Fred Allen show, 
holds down the title role which he 
originated. Program caught Thurs- 
day (22) had Fennelly coming out 
on top in a squabble with his boss 
on whether or not he possessed a 
bright personality. Show had Fen- 
nelly quitting his job because of 
derogatory remarks made to him 
by his boss, but eventually return- 
ing to the drugstore after his value 
was proven and an apology made 
to him by his employer. 

Story was innocuous with little 
offered in comedy department. 
Fennelly and the rest of the cast 
turned in routine portrayals. 

Gros. 








| ROMANCE 

With Anthony Ellis, others; Bob 
Stephenson, announcer 

Scripter: John Meston 





| Producer-director: Norman Mac- 
| donnell 

30 Mins.; Tues., 9 p. m. 
WRIGLEY 


CBS, from Hollywood 

Long one of CBS’ top dramatic 
shows, “Romance” last Tuesday 
(20) moved in as a summer replace- 
ment for Wrigley’s “Life with Lui- 
gi.” A half-hour airer, it will hold 
down the 9 p. m. time slot through 
| Aug. 8. Hot-weather inaugural was 
/an adaptation of John Galsworthy's 
| classic, “The Apple Tree.” 

“Tree,” a story of rustic love in 
England, is sentimental and touch- 
ing. Traveling through the coun- 
try, a college boy falls for a 17- 
year-old farm girl. She recipro- 
cates his affection, but later he re- 
alizes the teenager is too bucolic 
for him. Accordingly he weds 
someone else and causes the girl 
to commit suicide. 

Anthony Ellis, as the college boy, 
was measuredly effective. An un- 
billed cast lent good support. Pro- 
duction and direction of Norman 
Macdonnell was good as were the 
musical bridges of Alexander Cour- 
age. Although a dated yarn, “Tree” 
made a good change of pace from 
the plethora of private-eye stuff 
around now. Gilb 








capable emcee. In commenting on 
the walkout, he said there was no 
i“animosity or bitterness” among 
the staff and expressed the hope 
that the stoppage would be settled 
in short order. Subsequent broad- 
casts should correct the initial 
airer’s fault of almost exceeding 
its allotted time. Propaganda-wise, 
| ‘Seven Star Final” puts the guilds- 
men one up on the Scripps-Howard 
management. Gilb. 


SALESMAN: A CAREER 

With Robert F. Moore, moderator; 

| Jim MacKay, announcer; Thomas 

| D’A. Brophy, Benjamin H. 

| Namm, Lee H. Bristol, Clay 

| Buckhout, Samuel B. Haines, 
Commerce’ Secretary Charles 
Sawyer 

| Director: Warren Bryan 

| 30 Mins.;—Fri., 10 p.m. 

| Sustaining 

| ABC, from New York 

ABC is offering what should be 
a helpful series of three broadcasts 
for the graduating class of ’50. 
First of the trio, aired last Friday 
(23), was devoted to the advertis- 
|ing industry, and it included some 
sound reports on opportunities in 
the field together with vocational 
advice. 

For the show the web lined up 
a hep panel: Thomas D’Arcy Bro- 
phy, Kenyon & Eckhardt board 
chairman; Benjamin H. Namm, 
board chairman of Namm’s dept. 
store; Lee H. Bristol, prexy of Bris- 
tol-Myers; and Clay Buckhout, 
Life’s ad manager. The group 
gave a good rundown on the kinds 
of jobs available and qualifications 
needed. In a transcribed insert, 
Commerce Secretary Charles Saw- 
yer added a tribute to advertising’s 
role in the economy and cited his 
recent formation of an advertising 
advisory committee. 

Programwise, the stanza was of 
limited and specialized appeal, but 
nonetheless a helpful service to 
students. Samuel B. Haines, a col- 
; lege junior interested in huckster- 
| ing, threw questions at the panel, 
| but could have been less deferen- 
| tial. Similarly, moderating by Co- 
|lumbia U.’s placement head, Rob- 
;ert F. Moore, was pedestrian. A 
;more facile pro emcee could have 
| enlivened and speeded up the pro- 
| ceedings by drawing out the knowl- 
_edgeable experts. Bril. 
| 

W. LEE O’DANIEL 

|With Larry Morelle, Bill Perrin, 
{ O’Daniel 

| Producer-director: A. M. Woodford 
| 30 min., Sun., 3 p.m. CST 

- Lee O’Daniel Insurance Co. 
WBAP, Fort Worth 

From the studios of WBAP, 
| Fort Worth, where he started as a 
| flour Salesman with a_ hillbilly 
| band, then became Governor and 
| then U. S. Senator, W. Lee O’Dan- 
| lel has come back, this time not to 
his old trade of “passing the bis- 
cuits,” but of selling insurance for 
his recently-formed company and 
to keep the citizens of Texas well 
informed of what is going on in 
Washington. Each week he plans 
to discuss the important problems 
that are troubling us these days. 

e On the show caught, O’Daniel’s 
Howdydo, ladies and gentlemen, 
and hello there, boys and girls” 








a familiar note. It was a smooth 
performance, the kind of showman- 
ship that made his name familiar 
in thousands of homes as a flour 
salesman and later as the unbeaten 
political figure. 
His voice has 





(Continued on page 34) 
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Ted Mack’s amateur winners and 
followers of this show probably 
waited a long time for last Tues- 
dav’s (20) stanza on NBC. This was 
the one on which the three-time 
winners went into competition with 
each other for top honors. The 
tvro entertainers certainly entered 
into the spirit of the show, especi- 
ally since there’s a scholarship at 
stake. 

The layout went off smoothly. 
There seemed to be some merit in 
most of the contestants. There 
were even a few that can be de- 
veloped into professional status. 
Many of the top entertainers of 
‘his era had their genesis in a Ma- 
ior Bowes troupe. Among these 
three-time Winners there was a 
fairly good fiddler, a -comedian- 
singer-instrumentalist who _ could 
make a place for himself if he de- 
cided to specialize in only a couple 
of his endeavors, and there was a 
classical singer who knows her 
wav around an aria. There were 
others that came off well also. 

Since winners are decided on the 
basis of telephoned and written 
votes. results must be announced 
on a subsequent show. The pitches 
for votes are considerably more 
subtle than they were in the days 
ot the late Major Bowes. In that 
era. an urchin would come on and 
probably tell of a mother in a hos- 
pital, a sister with a case pending 
in morals court and he’s gotta 
make good for the family’s sake. 
The pitches today are smoother. 
One girl on this show indicated she 
needed a scholarship—she had to 
stop school. Another said he felt 
alone and afraid, “but you people 
have been kind to me three times.” 
There were others with varying de- 
grees of subtlety. 


This seems to be William Sa- 
rovan week on NBC-TV, with ‘Sil- 
ver Theatre” doing his “My Heart's 
in the Highlands’ Monday (26) 
and “Cameo Theatre” to stage an 
original tonight (Wed.). The “Sil- 


ver” production failed to get over 
any real point. It was episodic 
and diffuse, as much of Saroyan 
is. but the warmth of character- 


ization, love of people and poetical 
philosophy which some of his 
stories, plays and the pic “The Hu- 
man Comedy” achieved, was lack- 
ing 

Highlands” is the story of a 
penniless poet, his son and an old 
stranger who wanders in to play 
“Drink to Me Only With Thine 
Eves” and recite the death scene 
from “King Lear.” The latter was 
well done by Art Smith, but the 
poignancy of the wayfarer’s death 
didn’t register. Similarly, other 
bits supposed to catch life’s lyrical 
qualities missed. Howard da Silva 
4s the poet and Jeffrey Silver as 
the boy were fair, but handicapped 
by a vehicle that demands sensi- 
tivity and understanding in all 


phases of the production to make, 
any Sense, 





CBS-TV'’s “This Is Show Busi- 
ness wound its first season Sun- 
day night (25) with a show that- 
“as up to par for the course. Far 
from taking the so-called prob- 
lems of their show biz guests seri- 
ousiv, the “panel of experts” has— 
‘Sung Into a straight kidding rou- 
‘ine. For example, Jane Pickens 
asked advice on how to handle 
impartially her “Eseourtiers’— 
(he six men who back her in her 
new nitery act. Best advice came 
‘rom guest panelist Binnie Barnes. 
“ho offered to take the sextet off 
her hands anytime Miss Pickens 
Was willing. 

ror an added fillip to the finale, 
Abe Burrows, one of the regular 
panelists, moved over into the en- 
'ertainer’s spot for a sock rendi- 
lion of his “Brooklyn, USA” tune. 
He then ducked back into his own 
Ciatr to declare, “Burrows, you're 
terrific. Then moderator Clifton 
Fadiman, in a break from _ his 
stindard dignity, thrushed a par- 
oy On the Lucky Strike singing 
Pius as advice to Burrows, re- 
Cclving a buss from the comedian 
‘ov his sage words. Jan Murray 
“as the other »>erforming guest, 
asking whether his bobbed beak 
and capped teeth had made him 
‘oo handsome to draw yocks as a 
comic. Legit producer Max Gor- 
con subbed on the panel for 
George S. Kaufman. 


“Watch the World,” NBC's Sun- 
day afternoon video projection of 
'ravelog-special events-educational 
tems, continues along with its 
'mpacked weekly calendar, and 
\' the “educational” aspects of the | 
Siow still have their limitations, at | 
‘cast the viewer is compensated by 
“entertaining treatment (via 
John Cameron Swayze commen- 
a on-location film shots, etc.) of 

‘© topies under discussion. 

This week, for example, showed 
the  Swayzes (father, © mother, ; 





Tele Follow-Up Comment } 


Ptetteoe oes 


daughter) on a filmed tour of the 
Cloisters in upper Manhattan, with 
a detailed inspection of the 
precious tapestries, etc. A quickie 
_tour of Corsica, a gander at the 


vt 





,marble champs, kids’ passion for 


bicycling, New York students 
| learning about the merchant ma- 
rine on board ship, a group of 
Duquesne students rehearsing Eu- 
_ropean dances and folksongs before 
embarking on a visitation to the 
countries (like carrying coals to 
Newcastle) — such variegated tid- 
bits were crammed into a half-hour 
production that had iis quota of 
interest. But the superficial once- 
over treatment strips it of real 
“educational” value. 


_ “Overseas Press Club” wound up 
Its series on WCBS-TV Sundav 
(25) with a fortunate break. in 
view of the hot news about the 
North Korean invasion of South 
Korea. Participants on the show 
included Carl Mydens, Life-Time 
rokyo correspondent, and Arthur 
B. Rickerby, of Acme Pictures. 
both of whom had fecently been 
in the Far East, and Julien Bryan, 
of the National Film Foindation, 
who had spent some time in Rus- 
Sia in '47. Appearing on the show 
to discuss news photography and 
its relation to an informed press, 
the camera men were able to re- 
late their comment to the day's 
big development. 


However, they were not able to 
shed much light on the subject, 
as they had little’™more than the 
early, sketchy bulletins to go by. 
Mydens had one shot of a Korean 
assassin whe was _ assassinated 
himself eight months ago. Some 
of the stills by the lensmen were 
pictorially dramatic, but the di- 
rectors failed to beat the problem 
of properly displaying the pix. 
Reflections from the lights inter- 
fered with visibility. 

The camera correspondents 
agreed that good news photography 
requires pointing up a story and 
producing an emotional response 
in the viewer, and several striking 
examples were shown. Rickerby 
added that the photogs should cap- 
ture the plain simple fundamentals 


of war's terrors. Quincy Howe 
moderated pleasantly. 
Charlton Heston, one of the 


thesps signed for films mainly on 


the basis of ‘his television work, 
plaved his strangest video char- 
acter yet on NBC-TV’s “Philco 


Playhouse” Sunday night (25). As 
the lead in an adaptation of Char- 
lotte Paul’s novel, “Hear My Heart 
Speak.”’ Heston was a World War I 
casualty who lost his ability to 
speak because of “shell shock.” 
Thus, he pantomimed the entire 
show, with the exception of the 
climax, doing a fine job of etching 
his. emotions sans the standard 
benefit of dialog. 


As adapted by Stephen DeBaun 
and protrayed by a fine cast under 
the deft direction of Gordon Duff, 
the yarn was a warm-hearted hour 
of entertainment based on _ the 
“silver cord” theme. Warned by 
the medicos that he was okay or- 
ganically and so would regain his 
vocal cherds only when he wanted 
something bad enough to talk for 
it, Heston succumbed to the pity- 
ing blandishmerts of his widowed 
mother. Not until the girl he want- 
ed to marry gave up the fight 
against the mother and started to 
leave his life did he get back his 


voice. Story miscued only _ by 
reaching the finale too quickly, 
furnishing insufficient motivation 
for Heston’s rapid switch in tem- 
perament. . ne 
Jane Seymour turned in a 
worthy characterization of the 


mother and Olive Deering was fine 
as the girl, with the two of them 
standout in their big scene to- 
gether. Frank Maxwell, as Hes- 
ton’s Hfe-long chum, and John 
Seymour, as the family’s under- 
standing doctor, were good, but 
Ellen Cobb-Hill emoted a trifle too 
strenuously as the girl who didn't 
wait for Heston. Show had Fred 
Coe’s usual top production trap- 
pings. 


DuMont's “Plainclothesman” is 
now bankrolled by Consolidated 
Cigars. but judging from the stanza 
last Wednesday night (21), addi- 
tion of a sponsor hasn’t meant 
added quality. And it’s not a budg- 
etary problem in this case. Show 
merely suffered from a week story. 
weaker acting and much weaker 
direction. Also, the program's use 
of a subjective camera for only 
one person in the cast (the title 
role chafacter) doesn’t work out 
well. Just when the viewer is ori- 
ented to watching the show through 


‘the eyes of one person. the cam- 


eras switch over to their standard 
objective roles, thereby creating 


LEWISOHN STADIUM 

CONCERTS 
With N. Y. Philharmonic-Symphony 

Orch, conducted by Eleazar de 

Calvalho; Nathan Milstein, guest 

soloist; Ben Grauer, announcer 
Producer: Bill Garden 
Director: Don Hillman 
60 Mins> Mon., 9:30 p.m. 

: Sustaining 
NBC-TYV, from N. Y. 

NBC launched another major 
offensive against television’s de- 
_tractors Monday night (26) with 
the start of a series of weekly 
pickups of the al fresco concerts 
at Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y. Series, 
in for an eight-week summer sus- 
taining ride replacing Robert Mont- 
gomery’s “Lucky Strike Theatre,” 
should prove to those who claim 
video over-emphasizes whodunits 
and ancient films that the medium 
is also capable of handling cul- 
tural longhair programming. Iron- 
ically, though, the series follows 
“Lights Out” on NBC, which is one 
of the horror-wnodunit shows in 
question. 

Producer Bill Garden and di- 
rector Don Hillman utilized three 
cameras for the pickup, one at 
each side of the stage and the 
third on a specially-built platform 
in front of the orch. On the preem 
show, they had a faulty start with 
Eleazar de Carvalho conducting the 
N. Y. Philharmonic in Berlioz’ 
“Overture to Benvenuto Cellini.” 
While Hillman, who: directed the 
lenses, apparently was sufficiently 
familiar with the score to spot- 
light the right section at the right 
time, he chose to keep the cameras 
roving over the orch and the con- 
ductor. As a result, viewers be- 
came too conscious of the lenses, 
which detracted from the music. 


Hillman more than compensated 
for this, however, with the second 
number—Nathan Milstein playing 
the Brahms violin concerto. Using 
closeup lenses on all three cam- 
eras, he kept them trained on the 
soloist almost exclusively, getting 
some superb pictures of Milstein’s 
technique via closeups of his bow- 
ing and fingering, which added to 
appreciation of the music. It’s a 
strange simile but in this case TV 
possessed the same benefits as at 
a prize fight—viewers had a better 
seat for the proceedings than did 
the ringsiders in the stadium. 

Production crew, despite the 
technical difficulties involved in 
the pickup, did an excellent job. 
With the exception of one long- 
shot of the full orch scanned from 
the platform camera, the lighting 
was good. Sound came in beauti- 
fully and even the passing air- 
planes, which consistently inter- 
fere with these outdoor concerts. 
by some favorable coincidence re- 
mained out of range throughout 
the musical selections, being heard 
only during Ben Grauer’s commen- 
tary. Grauer. did his usual top- 
notch. dignified job, with that full- 
face closeup on him adding to the 
intimacy. 

Show had an’ unfortunate clos- 
ing. Apparently afraid that Milstein 
would not finish the concerto at 
the signoff time, Grauer came in 
over the music to offer the web's 
apologies. Yet Milstein would up 
seconds before the show went off 
the air. Stal. 


THE BETTY FURNESS SHOW 
With Don Cherry, Hank Fort, Bill 
Stern, David Ross, Buddy Weed 
trie 
Producer: Lester Lewis 
Director: Alex Segal 
Writer: Larry Markes 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9 p. m. 
Sustaining 
ABC-TV, from New York 
“The Betty Furness Show,” given 
a one-shot trial on ABC-TV last 
week, is a cross between the inter- 
view-chatter and informal variety 
formats. It gets a party atmosphere 
by placing participants in a home 
setting with cocktail festivities un- 
der way, but the mood of gaiety 
didn’t quite come off. Perhaps the 
reason is that the ad libs were 
scripted, and this detracted from 
a feeling of ease and naturalness. 
Then, too, most of the gab seg- 
ments were for radio rather than 
TV. David Ross, for instance, told 
a couple of stories~(in which he 
(Continued on page 36) 





more than a mild case of confu- 
sion. 

Last week’s story was an original 
penned by Don Sanford and titled 
“Second Chance,” depicting the 
murder of a smalltowner at the 
hands of a big-city con man and 
his 
crime was acceptably presented but 
there were too many cliches pres- 
ent. Cast was spotty, Joyee Ran- 
dolph did an okay job as the girl 
involved, but Raoul de Leon cari- 
| caturated his role as her accom- 
plice. Martin Brooks, as the mur- 
dered man, was woefully over- 
dramatic, 
against his ehest in one anguished 


'moment. Commercial was -inte- 
| grated,-but too obviously, 
script. 


{ 
| 
i 


' Yvonne Adair, Lee Traey 


even beating his fists | 


into the  toosey 


BROADWAY SCRAPBOOK 
With Danton Walker, emcee; Ber- 
nard Sobel, Mrs. Martin Beck, 


Director: Everett Gammen 
|30 Mins., Fri., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WPIX, N. Y. 

Columnist Danton Walker had 
a similarly titled program on NBC 
last spring, but that was a variety 
show. New airer which bowed on 
| WPIX Friday (23), is a straight 
quiz show, devoted exclusively to 
‘questions on the theatre, past and 
present. As such, and as judged by 
,the premiere offering, it has good 
possibilities. It’s sure to interest 
the general theatregoer. with its 
posers about the present and its 


nostalgic, reminiscent throwbacks 
to the past. Especially if it is as 
breezy and quick-moving as the 


opener. 

This isn’t to say that the first 
show was good. Bad handling on 
the technical side spoiled it. Panel 
was made up of Bernard Sobel, 
onetime Flo Ziegfeld pressagent 
and author of a handbook on the 
theatre; Mrs. Martin Beck, theatre- 
owner; vet actor Lee Tracy, and 
Yvonne Adair, decorative fea- 
tured lead in “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes.” For the full half-hour, 
the camera panned on the panel 
in long or medium shots, and only 
in the cldsing moment were the 
panel members brought into close- 
up. With a generally informed, 
lively board, and especially the at- 
tractive Miss Adair, such camera 
work was not only tantalizing but 
bad. 

Furthermore, several questions 
{to the board had to do with scenes 
from old plays. The board would 
be shown pictures from’ these 
plavs, and questions asked about 
them, while the TV _ audience 
waited sometimes a full minute 
or more before they got to see 
‘those “pix. The pix should have 
been flashed to the TV audiences 
immediately. Half the time, when 
the audiences did see the pix, they 
were blurred and indistinct. 

Otherwise, the show had appeal. 
Questions were pertinent and in- 
teresting—which of the _ present 
crop of young actors were going 
places?; where was the first straw- 
hat started?; identify lines from 
plays. A couple of questions re- 
iated strictly to radio (as the one 
about Amos & Andy) or television, 
and didn’t belong on a show about 
legit. But the one about TV’s effect 
on legit was in order, and got some 
good responses. Mrs. Beck feeling 
sure that TV would never supplant 
the theatre because people liked 
to go out, and Miss Adair believ- 
ing that people would always want 
to see live actors at work. Sobel 
was trapped in not knowing a ques- 
tion discussed in his own book. 
while Tracy was similarly caught 
in an amusing boner anent a show 
in which he had appeared. 

The panel was breezy, informal 
and entertaining. Walker was an 
excellent emcee, keeping the show 
moving fast and smoothly, talking 
interestingly but not hogging the 
program, giving ‘iis board full op- 
portunity to answer questions. and 
moving fast to the next one to 
avoid any lulls or dull spots. 

Bron. 
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MOHAWK SHOWROOM 
With Roberta Quinlan, Florian 
Zabach: Bob Stanton, announcer 
Director: Vance Hallec 
15 Min.: Mon. (26), 7:30 p.m. 
MOHAWK CARPET MILLS 
WNBW-NBC, Washington, D. C. 
(George R. Nelson, Inc.) 
Another step in the commercial 
buildup for color video was taken 
Monday night (26) with the debut 
of this regular NBC-TV show on 
the new medium. Show was shot 
by both black and white and color 
‘cameras, going over the web in 
‘conventional neutral tones and 
reaching the 10 or so homes here. 
and the WRC-NBC studio, equip- 
ped with color receivers in tint. 
From the standpoint of Mohawk 
‘carpets. show sponsor, taking a 
fling into the field in order to see 
its product in tinted TV, experi- 
ment was eminently successful. 
The commercials followed the 
standard pattern of the three-a- 
week show, of displaying rug sam- 
ples 


|GARRY MOORE SHOW 

' With Ken Carson, Denise Lor, Dur- 
| weed Kirby, Howard Smith 
| Quartet, Hattie Colbert 

| Producer: Herb Sanford 

| Writer: Bill Demling 

| 30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 7 p.m. 

' Sustaining 

CBS-TV, from New York 

Television’s newest entry from 
radio’s comedic ranks is Garry 
Moore, formerly partnered with 
| Jimmy Durante on the Camel show 
and ex-emcee of “Take It Or Leave 
'It.” CBS has given him a major 
| five-nights-a-week, half-hour show- 
/case in its bid to mold a bigtime 
TV personality. Based on Monday's 
| (26) initialer, it’s still in the prom- 
issory stage. 

Perhaps with a few more shows 
under his belt, Moore will have en- 
trenched himself on the video time. 
That he’s potential major TV tim- 
ber, with an uncommon puckish 
quality, cannot be denied. It was 
manifest in the closing minutes of 
the show, when Moore, along with 
regulars Durwood Kirby, Ken 
Carson and Denise Lor, combined 
in a free-and-easy operatic clam- 
bake that played on the farm- 
er’s daughter-and-the-city-slicker 
theme. For those few minutes, the 
show achieved the kind of comical- 
ities that TV can use. 

But on the whole, the preem was 
disappointing. Neither Moore nor 
the rest of the company were suffi- 
ciently relaxed to bring it off with 
ithe desired results. Nor did the 
program have the kind of bouncy 
script calculated to show Moore’s 
comedic talents to best advantage. 

There is an obvious attempt to 
pattern the show along the same 
| informal lines as the Arthur God-~ 
frey stanzas, i.e., “pleasant song 
and rambling conversation” as nut- 
shelled by Kirby, who counterparts 
the Tony Marvin role on the God- 
frey show (there’s even a “girl Fri- 
day” in the person of Hattie Col- 
bert to complete the Godfrey paral- 
lel). But the inability of Moore, 
et al. to relax, defeated the sought- 
after informality. 

For Kirby, it’s a reunion. dating 
back to-Moore’s “Club Matinee” 
| radio days in Chicago. Carson also 
| had his previous AM innings with 
Moore back on the Coast and on 
the present stanza he showed a 
greater versatility on the byplay 
than in the vocal defiartment. Miss 
Lor, as the femme chirper, acquit- 
ted herself creditably with “I 
Wanna Be Loved.” 

Howard Smith and his Quartet 
of instrumentalists backgrounded 
nicely. Rose. 


STAGE DOOR REVUE 
With Claude Kirchner, emcee 
Director: Barry McKinley 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 
LAKE PARK MOTORS 
WGN-TV, Chicago 

(Arnold Issak ) 

Best thing that can be said for 
this show is that it’s the only am- 
ateur stanza currently being beam- 
ed on Thursday nights. That, and 
‘the fact that emcee Claude Kirch- 
| ner does a better than average job 
‘in handling the non-pro talent. 

It’s the now hackneyed format 
‘of a series of acts beckoned on to 
_do their turns before a panel of 
“experts” who pick the winners. 
_Acts on stanza watched (15) ranged 
from good to mediocre and none 
was helped much by static camera 
work. As is usually the case on 
rthese “if you have talent we'll put 
you on our show” ventures, session 
was topheavy with vocalists. 

Kirchner as the only professionat 
did a smooth job keeping the show 
rolling and putting the amateurs at 
their ease. His single live plug 
was kept toned down and projected 
sincerity. Two film commercials of 
not too good quality were also used. 

Dave. 


HOLD ’ER NEWT 
| With Don Tennant 
Producers: Tennant, Les Weinrott 
Writer: Tennant 
| Director: Dick Ortner 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 6:15 p.m. 
| Sustaining 
WENR-TYV, Chicago 
The version caught (14) of this 
_new puppet series was handicapped 
somewhat by weak story material. 
_ However, show evinced enough 
‘strength to indicate it can do 
‘its share along with the preced- 
ing “Paddy the Pelican” segment 
in capturing kiddies’ interest. 
Action takes place in a cleverly 
‘simulated country store with a 


and. tracing their patterns.¢ go0dly amount of movement by the 


This turned out the strongest part | two characters—Newt, the proprie- 


of the quarter-hour show. 
ups of carpet sections 


fine definition. 


Close- tor, and his friend Mr. Nosegay. 
. s came’ Pon Tennant, their creator, nicely 
girl-friend. Solution of the through In clear, authentic color. works the hand puppets with good 

with patterns showing depth and 
Camera work was 


voice distinction. ; henge 
On this session. the situation In 


steady and showed growth in tech- which Newt and his frignd worked 


nique and know how. 


question that commercial possibili- | advantage. 


There’s nO failed to showcase them to any 


Skit evolved around 


ties of color shape dazzling as the My, Nosegay attempting to buy a 


medium itself improves. 


'eravat from Newt with the store- 


The show itself followed the Keeper trying to figure out what 


usual 


format of light tunes and 
/accent.on the eye-filling aspects Of | probably were trying to figure out 


/he wanted. A lot of the youngsters 


the blond Roberta Quinlan. Chan-' the same thing. 


j (Continued on page 36) 


opened with a low slung 


Lensing was. adequate through- 
) out. Dave. 
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OLOR IS READY —B 
PAR FAVORS (BS B 


UT WHOSE? 
UT ADVISES WAIT 








Washington, June 27. 

Color television proponents, in 
their findings filed with the FCC 
yesterday (26), agreed that the | 
att is ready but were in sharp dis- 
agreement. as was to expected, on | 
which system should be adopted. | 
Each, of course, favored its own. | 

CBS, in a 370-page brief, found | 
it “abundantly clear” from the 
10,000-page record of the nine- | 


month proceedings before the Com- 
mission, that “the CBS color sys- 
tem is now superior in every sig-| 
nificant aspect to either the RCA 
or CTI (‘Color Television, Inc.) | 
color system. This overwhelming | 
superiority obtains in each of the | 
four areas in which the relative | 
merits of color television systems | 
are to be evaluated: (1) The area, 
of performance, (2) the area of | 
cost, (3) the area of availability 
and readiness, and (4) the area of | 
ability to co-exist in harmony with 
the present standard monochrome | 
system.” 

CBS claimed that in the area of 
compatibility the crucial question 
in the color contest, its perform- 
ance is ‘markedly superior.” The 
Columbia system, it continued, is 
“plainly convertible; equally plain- 
ly neither RCA nor CTI has been 
shown to be convertible.” 


“The Commission should con- 
sider, CBS said, “that aspect of 
compatibility which concerns the 
ability of unmodified receivers to 
receive color signals in black and 
white as only one of many factors 
in selecting a system. It should 
consider that factor as subsidiary 
to many other factors, particularly 
the factors of color performance.” 


The problem of compatibility, 
CBS said, is at most “an interim 
and transitional problem.” Also, it 
said, there is no evidence that any 
system is in fact “eompatible” and 
of the three systems CBS is “the 
most nearly compatible in the 
broad sense.” 


“In the final analysis,” CBS said, 
“the choice is between a bare pos- | 
sibility of compatibility in the lim- | 
ited sense at some time in the| 
future on the one hand, with no} 
assurance that such a theoretically | 
‘compatible’ system can _ produce | 
adequate color pictures . . . against | 
a satisfactory, practical, economical | 
color system available now and giv- 
ing high performance, but requir- 
ing minor modifications of existing | 
receivers to receive color in black | 
and white.” 


RCA’s Pitch 


RCA argued that, from the stand- 
point of the public interest, com- 
patibility is of “first importance” 
in promoting color. With a com- 
patible system, such as its own, it 
said, “the public can get the best 
programs, in color, at the time 
most people listen. The broadcaster 
will naturally announce that the 
program is being sent out in color. 
The advertising value of television | 
will thus be used automatically to | 
promote interest in color.” 


Company pointed out that TV 
broadcasters “have suffered con- 
siderable losses because of the rela- 
tively small number of receivers 
in the hands of the public during 
the early years of monochrome 
broadcasting. Although this situa- 
tion has begun to correct itself in 
black and white because of the 
tremendous public acceptance of 
the new medium, the adoption of 
a non-compatible color system 
would extend the period of sta- 
tion losses. It would take a long 
time to build up as great an audi- 
ence for a non-compatible color 
system.” 


Urging immediate standards 
based on its dot sequential process, 
RCA concluded that there would 
be “no major transition problems” 
if a compatible system is adopted. 
The transition from black and 
white to color, it claimed, “will be 
greatly facilitated” by authoriza- 
tion of a compatible process. 

‘CTI’s ‘Compromise’ 

CTI urged the adoption of its 
system as a happy compromise be- 
tween the “utterly unimaginable 
color switching speed” necessi- 
tated by the dot sequential system 
ef RCA and the non-compatible 
system of CBS. The line-sequential 
system, it claimed, “offers the 
greatest possibility for the effec- 





| velopments 


tive future development of color 
television. It will provide for the 
public a satisfactory color televi- 
sion service of technically superior 
quality.’ 

The CBS field sequential sys- 
tem, because of its incompatibility, 
according to CTI, ‘would be a dis- 
tinct and irrevocable step  back- 


tice of television ... no direct- 
view tricolor tube, whatever else it 
might do, would cure the inescap- 
able infirmities of any field 
quential color television system.” 
As for the RCA system, CTI de- 
clared that “for reasons of prob- 
able cost, necessary complexity, 
practical commercial infeasibility 
and the need for continuously crit- 
ical apparatus odjustments,” it 
feels that “the dot sequential 
method was, is, and will continue 
to be commercially impractical.” 


Par on Channels 


Paramount Television Produc- 
tions, Inc., urged the FCC yester- 
day (26) to wait for further de- 
before going 
with color video but recommended, 
if it finds that the art is now ready, 
that it adopt the CBS field sequen- 
tial system. In addition, it sug- 
gested that the Commission revise 
its present allocation proposals and 
require that all UHF stations trans- 
mit in color and that present UHF 
stations be assigned UHF channels. 

In a statement filed jointly with 
Chromatic Television Laboratories, 
Inc., of San Francisco, which is de- 
veloping the Lawrence tri-color 
tube, Par proposed as a solution 
to the compatibility and converti- 
bility problems simultaneously 
broadcasting in color and mono- 
chrome by broadcasters having 
both VHF and UHF channels. In 


| 
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is 
{100 hours. 


WCPO-TV’s 100 Hours 


Cincinnati, June 27. 
Scripps-Howard WCPO-TV has 


extended its programming lead in, 





Cincy’s three-station video field by 


‘an 88\4-hour per week operating 


| ward in respect to the art and prac- | 


time and the Times-Star WKRC-TV 


‘is on the air about 45 hours, with 


se- | 


| 


| 
| 
| 


ahead | 


a boost to 100 hours slated for au- 
tumn. 

Longest daily stretch is by 
WCPO-TV on Saturdays from 8 
a. m. to a 12:30 a. m. news sign- 
off. 


$1,400,000 Tag 





Washington, June 27. 
John Hayes, v.p. and general 
manager of WTOP, Inc., will take 
over management of WOIC, Gener- 
al Teleradio video station here, if | 


| the FCC approves the sale by the 


this way, it said, existing receiv- | 


ers could continue to get service 
from VHF stations while at the 
same time color development could 
be given maximum emphasis. 


Par declared its plan would re- 


sult in UHF stations offering “a | 


new and vital service’”’ to the pub- 
lic” and would not result in these 


stations becoming slaves or satel- | 


lites of the deminant VHF ' sta- 
tions. Moreover, the distribution 
of UHF and VHF frequencies in 
each of the principal areas of the 


country would reduce or eliminate | 


the prospect of concentration of 
television service in the VHF bands 
and provide a basis for a more 
competitive system utilizing color 
broadcasting. Thus the monopo- 
listic characteristics inherent in 
the small number of 12 VHF bands 
would be eliminated.” 


Besides, said Par, the transition 
from black and white to color 
would be orderly and progressive 
and the incentive to “freeze” video 
mn monochrome would be removed. 
Manufacturers, Par added, “would 


have no choice but to devote their | 


energies and resources to the full- 


est development of color television | 


in the UHF portion of the spec- 
rum.” 


Par concluded that “If the choice 
confronting the Commission is the 
immediate realization of color 
television, the proposals herewith 
submitted avoid the difficulties in- 
herent in a dual system in the 
lower bands and would achieve the 
rapid development of color tele- 
vision without the necessity of 
compromising quality of perform- 
ance of the millions of television 
bay now in the hands of the pub- 

"gd 


Paramount has a financial inter- 


| produce a tri-color tube invented 


of California in Berkeley. 


Color Television, Inc., systems. 

DuMont today (Tues.) filed a let- 
ter with the FCC reaffirming its 
position that color TV hasn't yet 
reached the stage “system-wise or 
apparatus-wise” which would per- 
mit the Commission to adopt stand- 
ards for commercial color with 
full confidence. 





Boston—Sherm Feller, WCOP 
late night disk jockey, has signed 
with WBZ-TV for a series of hus- 
band-wife shows in which he is 
teamed with his wife, thrush Judy 
Valentine. Show preemed Sat. (24) 
with guest appearance of Frank 
Fontaine, 





| 
| 


est in Chromatic, which plans to |. 


by Dr. Ernest O. Lawrence, Nobel | 80ry with $175 for five-minute seg- 
| Prize-winning physicist of the U. | ment. 
The | $600 for hour of Class A time with 
tube will work in the CBS, RCA or | $150 for five minute 





| Slide or film plugs will be $125 in 


| Red Run Golf Club Friday (30) 
i through July 4. An ambitious re- 


R. H. Macy subsidiary to the Wash- 
ington Post outlet. WTOP will 
pay $1,400,000 for WOIC, accord- 
ing to the application which will 
be filed with the Commission to- 
morrow (Wed.). Plans of Eugene 
Thomas#®WOIC’s manager and for- 
mer sales manager of WOR, Macy’s 
N. Y. station, have not yet been 
announced. 

With CBS owning 45% of 
WTOP, Columbia will now have a 
strong interest in the capital’s 
video picture and the transfer is | 
expected to result in more Wash- | 
ington originations for the web. | 
Hayes plans adding new programs | 
and increasing the broadcast sked. | 





| 
‘LUTHERAN HOUR’ INTO 


TELEVISION IN OCTOBER 


St. Louis, June 27. 

“The Lutheran Hour,” a weekly | 
radio program originating at| 
KFUO, the Concordia Seminary | 
station in St. Louis County, and 
carried by two networks, will barge 
into television starting in October. 
The decision to use video on a na- 
tional scale was reached last week 
at the annual convention of the 


Lutheran Laymen’s League in 
Milwaukee. Rev. L. Lawrence, 
pastor of the First Lutheran 


Church, Omaha, will be the speaker 
on the tele program. 

Dr. Eugene R. Bertermann, di- 
rector of the weekly radio pro- 
grams, said the television show | 
would start the first Sunday in 
October with either ABC or CBS 
carrying the program. The choice 
of which network will get the show 
will soon be made. 


WBZ-TV’s New Hike In 





tretching the weekly schedule to} 
Crosley’s WLW-TV has | 


| Carr 


| audition 


| Paris. 


‘will direct and True Boardman 





Hub Rate; Sets Up 134%, 


Boston, June 27. | 
WBZ-TV has issued its fourth 
rate card, the second readjustment 
of prices in eight months, to be- 
come effective July 16. Citing a 
134% jump in video set ownership 
since November, 1949, when the 
third rate card went into effect, 
station execs feel justified in tilt- 
ing the rates to compensate for ex- 
tended coverage now possible in 
the area. 
New rates call for $700 for full 
hour in live studio Class A cate- 


All-film telecasts list for 


segment. 
Twenty second and one-minute 


Class A time, $100 in Glass B. 
Live studio rehearsal charges have 
also been tilted for $25 to $50 per 
half hour. 





WXYZ-TV’S GOLF REMOTE 


Detroit, June 27. 
For the second consecutive year, 
WXYZ-TV will telecast the Motor 
City Open Golf Tournament from 


mote schedule has been set. 
Chris Brink, Don Wattrick and 
Fred Wolf will handle the com- 





| have purchased 13 weeks of spots, 


|a grand total of 60,289 television 





mentating chores, 


jnew half-hour package, “Wedding 








Tele Chatter 








New York 


Georgia Gibbs to guest on Du- 
Mont’s “Cavalcade of Stars’ Sat- 
urday (1)... Ireene Wicker, ABC- 
TV’s “Singing Lady,” to vacation 
in Italy in August, where she'll 
shoot some film strips for the juve 
show ... Hank Sylvern was music 
director for CBS-TV’s kine audi- 
tion of “Corliss Archer.” 


Art Henley has checked out as 
head writer on NBC-TV’s “Broad- 
way Open House”... Roberts & 
Productions has acquired 
video rights to the Monday night 
boxing bouts at Coney Island Velo- 
drome ... Stanley Parlin, produc- 
tion film director for WNBT, and 


| Al Hollander, production facilities | 
| manager for WABD, listed as guest | 
| speakers at the National Television | 
| Film 


Council’s fifth quarterly 
forum today (Wed.) at the Hotel 


| Warwick . . . Robert Montgomery, | 


[xp A — ey re: | starting July 16 through April 8, 


On Sale of WOIC 


|} its season Friday night (30) with 
a repeat of “On Borrowed Time,” | 
| starring Henry Hull and Stanley 


network execs who will lecture 
at the Fordham Univ. summer in- 
stitute of radio and TV ... CBS- 
TV’s “Ford Theatre” closing out 


Ridges and featuring moppet Butch 
Cavell ... Ben Kagen now writ- 
ing “Believe It or Not” for Ballan- 
tine’s on NBC... New contest for 


‘Miss Television, 1950” preemed 
last night (‘(Tues.) via Newark’s 
WATV in a series of hour-long 


shows, staged in cooperation with 
the N. J. savings bond division . 
Drug Store TV Productions re- 
newed with DuMont for both 
“Cavalcade of Bands” and “Caval- 
cade of Stars” ... DuMont setting 
plans for its first national distribu- 
tor sales convention, slated to start 
July 6 in N. Y.... Television 
Broadcasters Assn. now.conducting 
a poll of all TV stations on their 
technical and programming speci- 
fications for public service shows 

. . Jack Linder’s “‘Bowery Music 
Hall” goes into 8 p.m. slot Tues. 
vights, instead of Thurs., on July 


Radio and TV Research Coun- 
cil elected Dr. 
Biow research director, as prexy 
for next year. Other new officers 
are George E. Blechta, A. C. Niel- 
sen, Co., veepee, and Edward G. 
Reeves, CBS research projects 
manager, secretary-treasurer. 

Lydia Minevitch,. daughter of 
Borrah Minevitch, cut a kinescope 
at NBC-TV in which 


Pepsi-Cola is interested. She re- 


iturned to the Coast this week to 


join her mother, and will be back 
in Gotham in September for more 
video work. Father resides in 





Hollywood 


Telco and Normany Productions 
are preparing a series of half-hour 
telepix wrapped around interviews 
with music world celebs. Initialler 
will feature Hoagy Carmichael, 
Margaret Whiting and Johnny 
Mercer .. . John Sutherland will 
launch a video film series tagged 
“Adventures of Tom Sawyer and 
Huckleberry Finn.” Byron Haskin 
script .. . Snow Crop Marketers 
at the rate of 25.per day on KFI- 
TV... San Francisco now boasts 


receivers ... Roscoe Ates has been 
signed to a five-year, exclusive tele- 
vision contract by ABC. Pact fol- 
lows the purchasing of the 
“Marshal of Gunsight Pass” pack- 
age in which Ates stars... S&W 
Foods and Rainier Brewing com- 
pany have purchased 52 weeks of 
time apiece on KTTV ... KECA- 
TV will add an hour to its weekly 
schedule on Sunday, July 2 when 
it presents “On a Sunday After- 
noon” from 3 to 4 . Jarman 
Shoes will sponsor two 15-minute 
sports shows, featuring Tom 
Harmon, starting in October. Pro- 
grams will be telensed over KTTV. 





Chicago 


Ted Mills, Chi NBC exec pro- 
ducer, in N. Y. this week huddling 
with NBC teevee topper Pat 
Weaver and Fred Allen about 
comedian’s fall video plans .. . 
ABC’s first ventvre in morning 
programming is set for Aug. 19 
with premiere of “Acrobat Ranch” 
in 11-11:30 Saturday slot. Chi- 
origination, sponsored by General 
Shoe Corp., will feature Jack Still- 
well as emcee. Norm Heyne, radio- 
TV director of Ruthrauff & Ryan 
agency handling the account, will 
direct the series . . . Quinn Ryan 


E. L. Deckinger, | 


Date,” on WENR-TV_ Thursday 
(29)... RCA engineer Ralph John- 
son addressed seminar on image 
orthicon tubes Monday 26 at NBC 
Chi studios ... City zoning agency 
last week granted Zenith permis- 
sion to install 100-foot antenna 
atop Loop Field Building for use 
in forthcoming Phonevision tests 

. Larry Auerbach moves over 
\from radio side to tele production 
at NBC, replacing Russ Mayberry 
who has joined production staff at 
WMCT, Memphis Crooner 
| Clark Dennis subbing for Johnny 
| Desmond on ABC’s “Tin Pan Alley 
| TV,” while latter is in Gotham 
| with “Breakfast Club” ... Eddie 
|Rogers set to emcee WBKB’s 
| weekly half-hour variety stanza for 
U. S. savings bonds. Show, bowing 
Thursday (29), will be written and 
directed by Lyle Gumm .. . Parker 
|Fur Co., through Tim Morrow 
|agency, has picked up WENR-TV’s 
| Sunday night feature film series, 





1951 ... Mike Flannery handling 
WNBQ’s “Reported Missing” show 
during Jim Hurlbut’s vacation... 
|Irv Mansfield, CBS producer, in 
town this week conferring with 
Peter Lind Hayes and Mary Healy, 
appearing at Chicago _ theatre, 
about their new tele show. 


London 


| Novel TV experiment will be 
tried out July 4 when the sun is 
to be televised and Dr. Alan Hunt- 
er of Greenwich Observatory will 


-+|explain the significance of what’s 


;seen on the screen Gladys 
| Young, Lewis Stringer, Carleton 
Hobbs and Peggy Bryan are star- 
ring in “L’Arlesienne,”’ the Al- 
phonse Daudet pastoral drama 
with music by George Bizet, July 
3. Choreography is by Angelo An- 
des ... Aldous Huxley’s play on 
| spiritualism, ‘“‘The World of Light,” 
‘is being produced by Stephen Hare 
rison July 4, when Denys Blacke- 
|lock and Fabia Drake, who were 
|in the original London production 
19 years ago, will be starred. Cast 
also includes David Markham, John 
Justin and Vivienne Bennett. 

Sir Harold Werner will bring 
some of his art treasures to the 
studio July 7 for a program on 
|““Great Houses” . . . Frances Day 
will have another solo program, 
“Summer’s Day”... New variety 
series starting July 12 is planned 
by producer Bill Ward, titled 
“Don’t Look Now.” Alfred Marks 
is starring and Sid Coiin scripting. 


Dahlman & Dahlman 
Nix Montgomery’s Bid 
For 50% Buy Into Firm 


Robert Montgomery’s Neptune 
Productions, planning to set up a 
production consultation service, 
offered to buy a 50% interest in 
the recently-established Dahiman 
& Dahlman company, production 
clearing house for video. Offer 
was turned down, however, be- 
cause of the latter firm’s refusal to 
give up controlling interest in their 
organization. 

D&D operates a collection of 
props, costumes, sets, etc., gathered 
by the Shuberts in their 35 years 
of legit production. Company rents 
the material to TV producers on a 
per-show basis, claiming to be able 
to trim production costs on all 
shows as much as 331/3%. Mate- 
rial is stored at a Fort Lee, N. J., 
warehouse and trucked from there 
to N. Y. studios. Montgomery 
utilized the service for the windup 
of his “Lucky Strike Theatre” se- 
ries June 19 via NBC-TV, when he 
_—* A. J. Cronin’s “The Cita- 

e Bez 

D&©, meanwhile, reported this 
wee that preparations are proceed- 
ing to open up the old Fort Lee 
soundstage, formerly utilized by 
some of the major studios before 
they moved to Hollywood, for pro- 
duction of films specifically for TV. 
Lou Dahlman is currently dicker- 
ing with both Franchot Tone and 
John Garfield to star in a series of 
whodunits on film for TV distribu- 
tion. Also, Dahlman has scheduled 
a meet with reps of 15 of the small- 
er ad agencies for today (Wed.) in 
an effort to convince them they can 
get their clients into TV now under 
his cost-saving system. 








L’ville’s 34,100 Sets 
Louisville, June 27. 
Complete tabulation, based om 
reports from all TV distributors, 
lists 34,102 TV sets in the Louis- 





and Lou Shainmark debuting their 


ville area. 
Figures as of June 1. 
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Video Steals Chi Show on Summer 


Home Furnishing; See Banner Year 


hicago, June 27. 
At jast, an industry that is hail- 
ing television with enthusiasm. 
Video is stealing the show at the 
summer home-furnishing market 
being held here this week. Boom- 
ing tele set sales is being credited 
with hypoing furniture biz, with 
the current year shaping up as one 
of the best 

jndustry. 
Teevee has hit the industry sev- 
eral ways, according to retailers 
here to do their buying for the fall 
and winter. In video markets, sale 
ef sets has been the backbone of 
their business the past year. Be- 
sides that, the new.medium, in- 
creasing time spent in the home, 


has upped furniture sales general- | 


iv. they hold. Another important 
aspect 


vertising. 


Significant trend in the new lines 


introduced at the show by most of 
the major manufacturers was the 
downward slant in prices and the 
emphasis on larger sized screens. 
\iost new models are running $50 
to $200 less than a year ago. The 
10-inch sereen apparently in a 
thing of the past with screens on 
lines generally starting at 


the new 
}2'» inches, up to 19. 

Admiral prices have been 
slashed $80 to $200. Motorola in- 
troduced four new models down 


about $30 compared to a year ago 
Westinghouse sets have been cut 
25-30°% New RCA-Victor models 
will be introduced at dealer meet- 
ings July 6 and are expected to fol- 
low the trend. 

Henry Bonfig, Zenith veepee. 
predicted the industry would turn 
out 6,000,000 sets this year. Ad- 
miral prexy Ross Siragusa report- 
ed that sales the first half of this 


year have about tripled mark set; 


last vear. 

Pointing out teevee’s effect upon 
the home furnishings business gen- 
evally, Maurice Nee, National Re- 
tail Furniture Assn. prexy, de- 
clared, “TV last year accounted for 
5’ of retail furniture sales and 
greatly stimulated purchase of 
viher home goods.” 


+ 


in the history of the) 


is the use of video for | 





Arnold Bread Buys CBS’ 
Robt. Q. Vice Faye Emerson 


Arnold Bread has signed Robert 
—Q. Lewis to fill the 15-minute seg- 
ment from which it is dropping 
Faye Emerson. The comic will take 
over the Sunday 9 p.m. period on 
,|CBS-TV July 16. 

Agency is Benton & Bowles. 


Quaker Oats In 
NBC-TV Plunge 


Chicago, June 27. 

Quaker Oats is set to make its 
first major plunge into teevee, hav- 
ing picked up the Sunday 5-5:30 
p. m. sloton NBC. Although noth- 
ing definite has shaped up yet in 
the way of format or talent for the 
weekly stanza, which is to tee off 
in September, NBC, Sherman & 
Marquette and Price, Robinson & 
Frank agencies are pitching up 
ideas. 

The agencies have shared 
company’s radio billings, and both 
are jockeying to be named to han- 
dle the video show, which will be 
used for joint-product plugging. 

Milling outfit, which last year 
spent over $2,500,000 in AM, re- 
cently revamped its radio schedule. 
Company dropped its sponsorship 
of “Quick as a Flash” on ABC and 
shifted three-times-weekly _half- 
hour “Challenge of the Yukon” 
from ABC to Mutual. Another 
Quaker property on Mutual—the 
half-hour Sunday “Roy Rodgers” 
show—is set to return an end of 
present hiatus. Plans haven’t jelled 
yet on the hour-long “Man on the 
Farm” also on Mutual. The three 
radio shows are being handled by 
Sherman & Marquette. 





two 


|“The Big Top.” 


WCAU’S BIG TOP 
GETS CBS SPREAD 


Philadelphia, June 27. — | 
WCAU-TV, CBS outlet in Phila- | 
delphia, gets a chance to originate 
its first show for the video web 
Saturday (1), when CBS kicks off a | 
new series of summer shows, titled 
Ballyhooed as} 
TV's most ambitious attempt to 
date to capture the flavor of the 
circus, the show will be picked up| 
by the WCAU-TV cameras from | 
Convention Hall in Camden, N. J., | 
and fed to the interconnected net- | 
work each Saturday from 7 to 8 
p. m., 
Show, created and staged by 
Charles Vanda, WCAU-TV veepee, 
had a closed circuit audition June 
17, with more than 2,000 kids and 
their parents in the audience. Se- 
ries will utilize network perform- 
ers for some of the acts, such as 
ringmaster, clowns, etc., but will 
retain a Philadelphia flavor. Thus, 
a different Philly string orchestra 
will be featured in each show, and 
drum majorettes from local high- 
schools will participate in the cir- 
cus parades. 


Billy Rose Show 
Set for ABC-TV 


ABC-TV has wrapped up a brace 
including Hudson 
Motors, the American Dairies Assn. 


and the Cigar Institute of America. 
Hudson has bought a Music Corp. 
of America package, ‘Pitching 
Horseshoes,” with Billy Rose. A} 
dramatization of Rose’s syndicated | 
newspaper column, it will go into 
the Tuesday 9 p.m. period starting 
the first week in September, via | 
Brooke, Smith, French & Dorrance 





of new sales, 


agency. 
American Dairies has bought 
half of the Paul. Whiteman “TV 


Teen Club” show, which airs Satur- 
days from 8-9 p.m. from Philadel- 
phia. (Other half is bankrolled by 
Griffin shoe polish, which is taking 
a hiatus during the summer.) The) 
(Continued on page 41) 


' rect. 


TV Freeze Now Political Football . 
In Pitt; Coy Called ‘WPA Bureaucrat 


Pittsburgh, June 27, 
TV f i idly b i 
ALAN YOUNG GETS | ptitatiootait around here, and 
A SECOND SPONSOR ates areup came over e weeK- 


end, when Cong. James G. Fulton, 
of Pittsburgh, charged that U. S. 
FOR om bo ee we : ure | Sen. Francis J. Myers was putting 
emed Dy BSso on CBS-iV In the ' this city’s television freeze into a 
east, will have two bankrollers | olitical deep-freeze by failing to 
next fall, when Kroger Stores pay | P P ‘ ' 
the tab for the rest of the country, 


|press demands for more video 
with the exception of the Coast. | channels locally at once. 





Commercials will be done via}, “No Philadelphia politician, by 
cut-ins on the kinescope recording. | Joining up with a former WPA 
| bureaucrat, has the right to deny 








| 


Pittsburgh adequate television fa- 


* cilities,” Fulton declared. Espe- 
in 1es S | cially, he said, after the Johnstown, 
# | Pa., television station had consent- 


| ed to having its channe! transferred 

* ito Pittsburgh, and one of three 

Anchor-Hocking in nearby Wheeling, W. 

Va., is being unusued and thus 
“going to waste.” 

CBS television will launch its| Fulton’s crack about a “former 
counter-offensive against NBC’s|WPA bureaucrat” was ‘aimed at 
late-evening Anchor-Hocking show | Wayne Coy, head of the FCC, who 
next Monday night (3) with the |omes, ° tum Sle Wen in Penney 

“i : ad . |vania. Coy met last Tuesday with 
preem of a 45-minute variety quiz | Senator Myers and Congressman 








program to be aired across-| Fulton, plus two other Pittsburgh 
the-board. Show, which will fea-|Congressmen, Robert J. Corbett 
ture the batch of old Soundies | and Harry J. Davenport, and Coy 
i 29 “| was asked to grant one more TV 
films recently leased from Offi-|pand here immediately and allo- 
cial Films, will be open to par-| cate five channels in all in this area 


ticipating sponsors and be _ broad- for the future instead of of the two 
east. at the start. via WCBS-TY | Presently planned (two additional 
aa ; : in the UHF. which nobody wants). 
(N.Y.) only. Pittsburgh has only one TV station 
Station plans to audition several | now—DuMont’s WDTV. Coy told 
emcees for the program during its| them the FCC wouldn't lift its 
run, with Jack Lescoulie set to| freeze before Christmas at least, 
hold down that spot the first week, | indicating that it would probably 
Also in the “live’ cast will be| be 1952 before Pittsburgh gets any 
Shirley Milner, who's to serve as a| More TV channels. 
general assistant to the emcee. | A ‘Complete Brushoff?’ 
Format will have Miss Milner| After the meeting, Congressman 
placing phone calls to home view-| Fulton remarked that Coy had 
ers, who will be asked questions | given them “a complete brushoff,” 
based on the films. Prizes will be| to which Senator Myers, who ar- 
awarded for the right answers. | ranged the confab, took exeeption. 
Program's starting time will| The Senator contended that Coy 
vary from night to night, depend-| had been honest. straightforward 
ing on the network’s signoff time, | 22d fair, adding that Fulton’s sug- 
Bill Patterson will produce and di- | 8eStion that unused television chan- 
(Continued on page 34) 
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“THE AMIGO CUGAT CONQUERS 
ALL QUEBEC. Formidable ‘glisse- 
ment de terrain’ or what the Ameri- 
cans call LANDSLIDE is what hap- 
pened last night at our City with the 
presence of the master Cugat... the 
enthusiasm was deliriant.” 


—R. L,, 


Le Soleil, Quebec. 














“TREMENDOUS ENTHUSIASM” 


“You have to go back to the day 
when Gracie Fields, singing for the 
Canadian Navy in the war, packed 
every seat in The Forum for a parallel 
to the huge audience that assembled 
in the enlarged Forum last night to 
greet Cugat...a master showman.” 
—S. MORGAN - POWELL, 


Montreal Daily Star. 
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$ 5,547.42 
4 4,790.35 
A 5,310.24 
" 4,807.83 
 §,216.52 
” 16,368.18 
” 11,293.48 


93,334.02 


CONCERTS & ARTISTS, INC.—Nicolas Koudriavtzeff, President 


















“CUGAT PACKS ‘EM IN” 


“In his first Canadian Tour, with sell- 
out houses and standing audiences 
at all points. Jamming locals as 
much as the law will allow.” 


—Hugh Thompson, 


Toronto Daily Star. 





DO GARCIA - EL GRINGO * GEORGE LOPEZ * BOBBY SHIELDS 








“Thousands of Cugat fans didn’t let 

a little thing like a thunder storm stop 

them from jamming the Massey Hall 

last evening. Senor Xavier is too 

shrewd a showman to lay down the 

heavy artillery for long stretches.” 
—H. T., 


Toronto Daily Star. 
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changed very little with the pass- 
ing years. It still has the punch, 
the ringing voice that convinced 
Texans he was the man to vote for. 
He threw most of his political 
punches at the federal govern- 
ment and gave out with a nice dis- 
course on “invisible taxes” every- 
one is paying. 
“Beautiful Texas,” the campaign 
song written by O’Daniel for him- 


self in his early political career, 
opens and closes each airing. 
There is still the familiar string 
band to lend musical support, 


which has become a sort of O’Dan- 
iel trademark. The band is made 
up of six WBAP staff musicians 
Bill Perrin is featured vocalist and 
turns in a nice vocal job. Songs 
tie in with O’Daniels talk 
Program well produced and 
keeps a smooth pace and will be a 
“must” for Texas dialers each Sun- 
day afternoon. Andy 


is 


THE KATHY MORTON SHOW 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru Sat., 11 a.m. 
Sustaining 
KPHO, Phoenix 

Kathy Morton skirts the usual 
woman's commentary formula, i.e., 
recipes and trivia, in favor of a 
comprehensive, intelligent ap 
proach to more sophisticated, 
meaty fare. Her tastes are catho- 
lic and embrace such typical and 
varied discussion topics as Ben- 
venuto Cellini, Robert Benchley. 
Richard Wagner, Ethel Merman, 
Ted Shawn, Pavlova and Singer's 
Midgets 

Commentator’s well-boned on 
her subjects, and her vignettes of 
the great and near-great are re- 
lated with tempered enthusiasm in 
a well-modulated voice. soth in 
delivery and subject matter, Miss 
Morton’s complete absence of tre- 
acle makes hers an unusual distaff 
show that might well include a 
segment of male listeners within 
its listening orbit 

Miss Morton, who is Arthur God- 
frey’s sister, isn’t trading on her 


Radio Reviews 


Continued from page 28 











relationship to the CBS redhead. | 
She has enough to make a go of it 
on her own and wisely eschews 
any exploitation tie-in that makes 
mention of the Chesterfield chat- 
terer. Given enough time, the 
Kathy Morton Show should make 
its mark in the local ene ° field. 
ona, 





STARLIGHT STARS 
With John Rosenfield, George 
Stevens, Bert Noyd, guests 


15 Mins.; Fri., 9:45 p.m. CST 
Sustaining 
WFAA, Dallas 

There’s no business like show 
business and the _ biggest, best 


shows in the Southwest this sum- 
mer are at the Starlight Operettas, 
now in its ninth season here at the 
State Fair Casino. Each week by 
transcription, WFAA brings local 
dialers songs and interviews with 
the stars of the cyrrent production. 
John Rosenfield, amusement edi- 
tor ot the Dallas Morning News, 
interviews the stars on each air- 
ing. On opus caught were Con- 
stance Moore and Jack Whiting of 
the “High Button Shoes” cast. 
Rosenfield knows show biz and 
keeps the interview short so that 
the dialers can hear the music. 
Bert Noyd is heard at the piano 
as accompanist for the singers and 
turns in his usual fine job. George 
Stevens, aS announcer, turns in a 
neat performance. Show moves 
along at a smart pace and is well 
produced. Andy. 


CHURCH WOMEN SPEAK 
15 Mins.; Tues., 9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WOKO, Albany 

Program, sponsored by the Prot- 
estant Church Women’s Councils 
of Albany, Schenectady and Troy. 
gives lay leaders an opportunity 
to discuss religion, education. 
sociology, child rearing, national 
and international questions and 
other pertinent matters. The texts 
scripter or scripters are not 
identified — contain many sound, 


| not 


| largely 
| parents, 
‘hold 


stimulating thoughts. The delivery, 
naturally, varies from professional 


women, who apparently rotate, do 
broadcast often enough to 
develop mass-approach radio tech- 
nique. 

On one shot heard, 
among other things, of a young 
American motion 


comment that 


/pictures had given him an errone- | 


An- 


ous concept of this country. — 
itself 


other program concerned é 
with the necessity for 
particularly mothers, to 
or develop a sympathetic 
understanding of the conduct of 
teenage boys — even when they 
drink and drive cars recklessly. 
Thesis was persuasively presented. 

Feature may have limited appeal, 


but stations deserve praise for 
slotting it Jaco. 


SHEEP SPEPSEES SETHE S SFOS, 


: i 
: Radio Followup = 3 
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Since Barry Gray’s return to the 
Metropolitan New York disk jock- 
ey circuit he certainly seems to 
have catapulted WMCA to the top 
of the  post-midnight listening 
league. Always an authoritative 
man at the mike, Gray has learned 
plenty since his WOR days, includ- 


ing a stint when VARIETY spon- 


sored him. It was during this 
period that Gray gravitated from 
the overly opininated into the 
calmer personality which, while 
particularly anchored in Miami 
Beach, took on serious overtones 
which had to do with racial, re- 
ligious and other’ controversial 
problems. He has leveled off on 


that and is back more in the show 
business idiom, where he belongs, 
wisely pacing his guests to the de- 
gree that he has become a sort of 
moderator rather than opinionator. 

Gray’s most effective recent trick 
was the harangue over who-stole- 
from-whom, referring to gags and 
stage business. Phil Foster. Jackie 
Miles, Pat Henning, Georgie Price 




















| ss CLASSES 
Capitol Theater 
New York 


Latin Quarter 
New York 


Latin Quarter 
Boston 











—— ‘Tewn Casino 
Buffalo 


Toast of the Town 


This Is Show Business 
(Six Appearances) 


We, the People 


Cavalcade of Bands 
Cavalcade of Stars 


Faye Emerson Show 





Summer Semester — DESERT INN, LAS VEGAS 


P.S. 42, BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


SAM LEVENSON 


The Hilarious School Teacher _ . 


First Report Card 


“One of the few comedians who is so good. 
“Warm hearted, thoroughly human. Good, 


“A phenomenon in show business. Howls, 


“Delightfully different and always in good | 


—Danton Walker, Daily News, N. Y. 


—Frank Quinn, Daily Mirror. 


GRADES 
A he needs no gags.” 
—Walter Winchell, Daily Mirror, N. Y. 
A clean humor.” 
A of nostalgic merriment.” 
—George W. 
A “Thad to choke from laughing.” 
| “As potent a click in this medium (cafes) as 
A he has been on video and theaters.” 
A taste.’ 
A “fp funny fellow with a sure-fire 
“A new comic in the genuine 
A _ sensational.”’ 
A _ Brings fresh humor to big time.” 


Guardian's Signature M4. Sam Levenson 


REMARKS 


—Ben Gross, Daily News, N. Y. 


| —Lee Mortimer, Daily Mirror, N. Y. 


—H. |. Phillips, New York Sun. 


—Earl Wilson, N. Y. Post. 


EVENING SESSION 





Clarke, Boston Record. 


—Jose, Variety. 


approach.” 


sense. He's 


(Signed) 





| and others have been pro and con. | 


levels. Aside from matter of voice. | 
‘the reading is often too fast. The, 


It’s still a continuing story® and 
will probably be capped best 
when and if Joe Laurie, Jr., takes 


_Gray’s mike since (1), that show 


business historian undoubtedly has 
more than.a couple or three ideas 


on the subject of jokes and their 


a lady told, | 


Belgian who visited her and of his | 


origination; and (2), particularly 
in view of the fact that some of the 
Lambs and Friars Clubs veterans 


| have long since proposed to Laurie 


that he become a sort ot “ezar” 


among disputants over bits, gags, 


and material, 
So far as the public is con- 
cerned, conceding the extraordi- 


/nary show-wise ratio that listen to 


|it is still a grave question to what | 





Jack Eigen, Ed Wiener, Gray, et al., 


degree the public should be ex- 
posed to such intra-trade stuff as 


gag pilferers and the like. It’s} 
more of the continuing disillusion- | 
ment abont show business and/| 


showmanship which, at best, must 


militate against the appeal of tal-| ; 
| the audience, 

| breaking 
_ | jists. 


ent and talent purveyors. 


Abel. 











“WCCO 
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—— 
fishing, boating facilities and other 
information for the tourist trade. 

Under the label, “Having a Won- 


dertui Tine,” WCCO’'s Stew Mac- 
Pherson on Sunday mornings 
broadcasts all resort information 
and reseives a guest slot for re- 


sort, stage, tourist, game and wild- 
life officials. 

Also to ballyhoo the summer lis- 
tening and capture transient listen- 
ers at the metropolitan level, a 13- 
week ad campaign has been inau- 
gurated through a weekly periodi- 
cal that has a distribution of 22,000 
local hotel rooms. The four Twin 
City regular newspapers are used 
for ads spotlighting summer lis- 
tening. 

Another gimmick, starting July 
1 and continuing through Aug. 15, 
will be a “Summer Fun Photo Con- 
test.” The requirement is that each 
fun photo must have a portable or 
car radio figure in it. There will 
be a grand prize of $100, and win- 
ning entries will be displayed in 
the WCCO booth at the Minnesota 
State Fair in September. 

As part of the summer sales and 
audience promotion, WCCO also is 
moving some of its shows to Excel- 
sior Amusement Park on the shore 
















Crime Shows 
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billy music, to Hopalong Cassidy, 
Roy Rogers and Gene Autry mer- 
chandise tapping big coin. MBS’ 





| for the “Jury” hiatus. 


| pointed up in Nielsen’s homes-per- 
| dollar figures, which show them as 
| the best bet. 
| time 
'homes per dollar, while the next 


| would have set 


| other 





of Lake Minnetonka. 
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nels be swapped during the freeze 
was “utterly childish.” 

Fulton, a Republican, then told 
Myers, a Democrat, he was only 
quoting Davenport about “Coy’s 
brushoff,” and explained that the 
suggestion to swap channels wasn't 
his own, but part of a “Pittsburgh 
Plan” drawn by TV applicants here 
at the request of the Chamber of 
Commerce. He said Mayor David 
L. Lawrence, the County Commis- 
sioners and the local Congressmen 
agreed to “cross party lines’ to 
support the plan. James H. Greene, 
executive veepee of the Chamber, 
said this was true, and that the 
technical aspects of possible swaps 
had been worked out by radio peo- 
ple themselves, since “it was obvi- 
ous no layman could do it.” Fulton 
said Senator Myers had a copy of 
the plan. “but evidently hadn't 
even read it.”” Otherwise, the Con- 
gressman said, Mvers would have 
known that it wasn’t Fulton’s 
“childish suggestion.” 

As for the “brushoff” jibe, Ful- 
ton said he doesn't want to put 
Davenport. a Democrat. on the spet 
because, he also stated, Davenport 
and Mavor Lawrence. a Democrat, 
too, have made “every effort” to 
get more TV stations in Pittsburgh. 
But, he charged, Senator Myers is 
“not trying.” Then Congressman 
Fulton made one of his character- 
istic offers. 

If Pittburgh gets another TV 
Station before Jan. 1, he said, he'll 
turn over his Congressional salary 
for the remainder of the year to 
Children’s Hospital — provided 
Mvers agrees to turn over his pay 
“tor every day we don't have it 
after Jan. 1.” “Let's see who's 
faking as to whether Pittsburgh 
will get adequate television service 
soon,” Cogressman Fulton said. 

What nobody seems to have 
thought about is that Pittsburgh 
could have had several TV stations 
right 


now for only a_ three-cent 
stamp, but every other applicant, 
with the exception of DuMont. 


withdrew their requests two or 
three vears ago, when thev alli got 
cold feet. 


“B-Bar-B Ranchers,” even though 
a sustainer, is selling thousands of 
dollars worth of Bobby. Benson 
items for over 20 manufacturers, 
the Mutual exec says. 

Cashing in on the oater move- 
ment, MBS has bought the righis 
to the “Hashknife Hartley” stories 
of W. C. Tuttle, from the Sateve- 
post. Adapted by Tom Hargis, the 
sagebrush sagas will go into the 
“Juvenile Jury’ spot in front of 
Hopalong Cassidy, starting July 2, 


One effect on the increasing 
'number of two-fisted series on the 
air, and the resulting division of 
is that fewer are 
into Nielsen's Top 20 
In January, ’49, 10 mysteri- 
osos were on the chart. Only five 
made on the grade in Nielsen's 
latest lineup. 

But the economic reason for the 
whodunits’ continued growth is 


The average night- 
mysterioso garners 267 
category, audience 
gets 220. Other 
are: variety-musicals, 215; situa- 
tion comedy, 202; general drama, 
183; variety-comedy, 163; popular 
music, 152; and concert music, 123. 


participation, 
classifications 
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letters and calls were stacked in 
behalf of one sponsor, it probably 
an ali-time high 
count, giveaway or otherwise. 

Anderson then turned over his 
column (23) to Lester S. Auerbach 
and Horace C. Treharne, president 
and director respectively of the 
Cleveland Ad Club, who gave the 
side of the picture. Said 
they: 

“America and advertising are 
synonymous... . ; An agency does a 
jot of things for the advertiser . 

a good agency is a counselor, ad- 
visor, father-confessor. all in one. 
We tear the laymen, reading those 
(Anderson’s) remarks, may feel the 
advertising agency is nothing but 
a parasitic aggregation of loafers 
who sit in the office, collect 15° 
and do nothing to earn their keep.” 

Pointing out. too. that the 15° 
commission hasn't kept up with the 
rising postwar costs, the Ad Club 
spokesman declared, “Amateurs 
/don’t last long in the advertising 
agency business. Their lack of 
ability is soon found out. Certainly 
it is true that America’s greatness 
today, its huge manufacturing and 
| selling industries which employ so 
many millions of people, are to a 
great degree the results of the 
Stimulation of good advertising and 
plenty of it—and in the prepara- 
tion of which the advertising 
agency has been an indispensable 
sear, cog, or what have you.” 


WNBC Formula 
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“disk jockev” in a series of four 
Tuesday evening programs, start- 
ing July 11, doing the commentary 
and playing his own w.k. transerip- 
tions of Bach. (Stokowski will cut 
all four shows in advance tomor- 
row (Thurs.). 

In the semi-classical idiom, Ar- 
thur Fiedler will be the = disk 
jockey, plaving his RCA-Victor 
catalog of Boston Pops Orchestra 
recordings, starting early in July. 
Fiedler will weekly. “interview” 
the immortals of music. with Henry 
Simon (of Simon and Schuster), 
scripting the narration, and actors 
“dubbing” for the musical greats. 

Arthur Treacher’s 13-week series 
of Gilbert & Sullivan disk jockey 
shows (which he recorded in ad- 
vance in one session), teed off Sun- 
day (25). 

Enrico Caruso, Jr., will d.j. se- 
ries based on his father’s record- 
ings of operatic arias. Its also 
gated for a July preem. 

Early in September, Henry Mor- 
gan bows with his Saturday morn- 
ing disk jockey show for kiddies, 
a “companion” stanza to the cur- 
rent Saturday morning Frank Lu- 
ther moppet disk show. ; 

Cott is currently negotiating will 
Maurice Evans to do a_ Shake- 
spearean disk jockey show, to be 
‘called “Radio’s Globe Theatre,” and 
is angling for another deejay series 
»with Mary Martina, 
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Wednesday, June 28, 1950 


VARIETY 











« 
No need to shout. The figures speak for themselves. 


The BROADCAST MEASUREMENT BUREAU has just released the final 
circulation figures of Study No. 2 and NBC continues in first place 
with the largest audience in all radio—reaching more people than any 
other single advertising medium. (90% of agency timebuyers use 
BMB as their basic source of information in comparing network 
circulation according to a recent independent research spot check.) 


Network radio is bigger than ever—as big as America—and the 
BMB results show that each week, day or night, more than 7 out of 10 
families listen to NBC. These findings give NBC a weekly audience 
advantage of over 114 million homes during the day and more than 
214 million at night over the second network. And the greater the 
intensity of listening, the greater is NBC’s 
relative superiority over the next network. 
America’s No. 1 Advertising Medium 

A service of Radio Corporation of America 
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revealed his penchant for dialect), 
but the raconteuring suffered from 
the static image ot Ross spieling. 
The same weakness was evident in 
the guester of Bill Stern, who told 
a pair of inspirational sports yarns 
about Ben Hogan and Lou Brissie. 
These were well delivered and 
given a raison d'etre in Stern's 
telling them to a. young polio vic- 
radio, 


tim. Still. it was basically 
although it had some visual inven- 
tion 

The entertainment elements res- 
istered better. The Buddy Weed 
trio provided a good opening num- 
ber and Don Cherry sang a pleas- 
ant version of “Tumbling Tumble- 
weed Hank Fort, gal who has 
composed a number of southern 
and rural tunes, chirped a couple 
ot her originals. While her first 
offering clicked as a novelty, the 


encore dragged. 


Miss Furness makes a person- 
able, ingratiating sostess and the 
format has possibilities for a re- 


laxed, easy-going session. However, 
if the entry gets a permanent berth 


Continued from page 29 o_o 
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it will have to develop a more 
informal handling and avoid . the 
obvious and contrived. Bril. 





HAZEL SCOTT 
Director: Barry Shear 
15 Mins., Mon.t..ru-Fri., 7:45 p.m. 
Sustaining (except Wed.) 
WABD, from N. Y. 

Hazel Scott, who some 
ago deserted cafes in favor of the 


seasons 


concert field, has enlarged her 
video activities by increasing her 
video appearances from twice 
weekly to five times a week. Her 
Wednesday night stanza will con- 
tinue to be bankrolled by Sitroux 
tissues, while a sponsor is still to 
come in line for the remaindet 
for the week 


Miss Scott is a lively performer. 
This Negro pianist has many show- 
manly attributes that help keep a 
viewer interested. She’s no static 
performer. She gives the illusion 
of movement even in the head- 
shots, having an expressive face 
which she uses to advantage. Her 
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6-month period... 


WCFL Leads in Chicago 


in Pulse-Rating Gains 
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Neiwork Station A 
+ 2.265% 


Chert shows percentage of increase 
or decrease, for 50,000 watt and full- 
time stations. Pulse period ef Nevem- 
ber 1949 through April 1950, com. 
pared to November 1948-Aprit 1949 
(Averages, 6 a.m. te midnight, Men- 
day through Friday.) 


* BASIS OF CHANGE: Now., 1948-Apr., 
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50,000 Watt Independent 
—4 52% 


Long-Term Leader! This chart” 
shows that WCFL, a month-by- 
month leader in Pulse rating in- 
creases, steps far in front of other 
Chicago stations for the half-year 
ended April 1950. Growing listen- 
ership plus reasonable rates make 
WCEL today's ideal Chicago ra- 
dio buy. 


5,000 Wot! independent 









11.06% 


—“aesSeeaeecenw ann aaa ae 


Netwark Station B 
—120% 


Network Station ( 


~ 20.25% 





Network S‘otion O 
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WCFL 


An ABC Affiliate 


50,000 watts ® 


1Relel@ Mer: maalemeiiel| 


The Voice of Labor 


fololomn @e] 4emm lh lela= 
Represented by the 


Drive, Chicago, Ill. 


Bolling Company, Inc. 





| band 


88ing is good. Miss Scott is equally | 
okay at singing. 

Of equal importance is the tech- 
nical dressing given her stanza. 
Camera work provides a further 
illusion of movement. There are 
some interesting angle shots that 
help the overall of the ne. 

J OS?. 
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TELENEWS 
With Austin Williams, Ed Hyman 
15 min., Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 6:45 p.m. 
Producers: Hull Youngblood, Dick 
Perry, Hyman 
Director: J. R. Duncan 
JOSKE’S 
WOAI-TY, San Antonio 
Joske’s of Texas, heavy user of 
radio hereabouts, turned 
television and is sponsoring three 
telecasts each week of 
with Austin Williams, on behalf of 
Frigidaire. 





has to 


“Telenews’” 


Williams is seen in the studio 
with a five-minute concise news 
cast of national event, which is 
then implemented with the Tele- 


news newsreel with commentars 
by Williams. Following the news- 
reel there is a brief summary of lo- 
cal and state news with the weath- 
er outlook. Commercial introduc- 
tions are handled ably by Ed Hy- 
man Commercials are film, and 
are brief and to the point. 
Commentary is ably handled by 
Williams, who has a good news 
background. He photographs well 
and has a good speaking voice as 
well as delivery. Coming as it does 
in the early evening and the out- 
let's only news telecast, it should 
draw the listeners and viewers. 
Williams signs off his telecast with 
in invitation to TV viewers to dial 


him in on WOAT for his regular 
10 p.m. newscast. Andy 
HIT SPOT 


With Johnny Paul, The Tu-Tones, 
The Four Notes; Pat Rooney, 
guest 

Producer: Sidney Page 

Director: John Alexander 

15 Mins.: Thurs., 9:30 p.m. 

DREWRY’S BEER AND ALE 

WBKB, Chicago 

(Maxon) 

Here's a turnabout with a tavern 
invading television. “Hit Spot” is 
laid out in a weinstube with enough 
sponsor’s brew in evidence to float 


the WCTU right up to the FCC 
Tavern “atmosphere” was carried 
io the extent of having a lonel\, 
blonde sipping her suds for the 
edification of home viewers on tee- 
off stanza (22). 


Session did offer some good en- 
tertainment with Johnny Paul scor- 
ing well with his bag of magic 
tricks as the joint’s bartender 
Four Notes, as singing waiters, lent 
a nice touch with their German 
ditty. The Tu-Tones. accor- 
dion team, also fitted well. Pat 
Rooney's appearance was a brief 
walk-on for a chat and a sip with 
Paul 

Although sponsor got constant 
product identification with at least 
one bottle in sight during the en- 
tire quarter hour, time out was 
taken for two specific plugs. To 
avoid possible bluenose squawks 
and to strengthen a basically sound 
idea. a bit less realism might be 
in order. Dave. 


ADMIRAL TV TALENT HUNT 
With Jack Herbert, emcee 
Producer: Alan Fishburn 
Director: John Alexander 
45 Mins.: Wed. 8:39 p.m. 
ADMIRAL DEALERS 
WBKB. Chicago 
(M. M. Fisher & Assoc.) 

Because each stanza of this ama- 
teur show gets a good bit of ad- 
vance promotion, series should grab 
a fair sized hunk of the 
day night audience. The 
hunt is a_ three-way promotion 
switch between WBKB. Admiral! 


Wednes- | 
talent | 


Dealers and Balaban & Katz thea- | 


,tres. Tyros enter the contest 
‘application blanks picked up at 
the Admiral outlets and then are 
routed to four B&K nabe houses 
where eight acts are picked by the 
patrons to appear on the 
show. 

Acts 


via 


on the segment watched 


video 


(21) were pretty much middle-of- | 


the road, neither particularly good 
nor bad. Jack Herbert chaired the 
proceedings in genial fashion, al- 
though some of his ad libbed gags 
missed fire. 

Clients had plenty of message 
time, with three film commercials 


used during the 45-minute session. | 


|Middle plug, a film featuring fun- 
nvman Cliff Nerton telling why he 
|liked to be seen on an Admiral 
\TV set (he works for NBC-TV), 
ran three minutes. 

Lensing was fair but the boom 
boy seemed to have trouble keep- 
ping track of the moving emcee. 

Dave. 





New York—lItalian Swiss Colony 
| Wines has lifted its option for an- 
other.cyvcle on newscaster Kenneth 
Bankhart. aired twice weekly at 
‘6 p.m. via WNBC, NBC's flagship 
| station in N. Y, 


Destiny’s Drama 


DuMont’s “Hands of Dest- 
iny,” in an unusual switch 
away from its customary 
whodunit format, came through 
last Friday (23) with one of 
the most effective TV presenta- 
tions of its kind. Seldom, for 
that matter, has video — or 
radio before it — succeeded in 
translating into such dramatic 
terms one of the increasingly 
challenging problems of our 
times — that of old age. 


Not, for that matter, 
the CBS Documentary Unit's 
acclaimed program on. that 
issue a couple years back on 
radio has the problem of old 
age dependency been so force- 
fully projected as in this Larry 
Menkin-Charles Speer treat- 
ment on “Destiny.” The cam- 
era treatment captured all too 
faithfully the slow disintegra- 
tion of two average human 
beings under the stress oi the 


since 


lack of security in their old 
age Paul Donah and Kate 
McComb gave superior per- 


formances as the aged couple 
and the direction, too, for that 
matter, was of a high quality. 

Rese. 


i 
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a 

version of “Basin Blues.” 
accompanied by Florian Zabach 
fiddle, and returns in a 


nitery set up to lend interest and 
background to the Zabach version 
of “Black Eyes.” Miss Quinlan 
wound up the pleasant musical 
presentation with the novelty, “Lit- 
tle Ole Me.” with announcer Bob 
Stanton doubling in the vocalizing. 

Camera work was somewhat less 
successful with the cast than with 
the carpets. Answer may lie in 
makeup, in lighting or in the dif- 
ference between success with long 
shots as contracted with close- 
ups. Miss Quinlan, on the whole, 
comes alive with color, except for 
an unnatural whiteness of skin 
tones Detail, however. was sharp- 
er than in the past, with features 





Street 


and his 


more distinct than in previous 
tests Gal’s costumes, first bright 
red and then a soft, light blue 


photographed tairly well, with ma- 
terials registering authentically, 

The shadow of things to come 
was hinted at in staging of the 
show. One set was used and some 
backsround screens, just enough 
to shew the variety and interest 
that will be added to video 
ing when color finally comes of 
age 


Stag- 


Receiver used was the three-gun 
single tube RCA lab set with a 12- 


inch screen in a 14-inch frame 
Compatibility was shown on a 
standard RCA 16-inch = screen 


viewed by the side of the color re- 
ceiver Additional dots will im- 
prove sharpness of reception. but 
results impresses as happiest to 
date by RCA. 





Little Rock, Ark.—William V 
Hutt has been appointed general 
manager of KLRA, vice Edward V. 
Murphy, resigned, who will con- 
tinue as consultant. Hutt joined 
the Arkansas Gazette, which owns 
the station, as promotion manager 
in January. 


WINSTON O'KEEFE 
EXITS ‘FORD THEATRE’ 


Winston O’Keefe, producer of 


| the Ford television series,-has re- 


signed the spot because of differ- 
ences with the sponsor and the 


| Kenyon & Eckhardt agency over 


his function with the show. His 
withdrawal follows by _ several 


weeks the exit of Marc Daniels as 
director of the stanza. 

While vacationing at Sparkill, 
N. Y., O’Keefe will consider two 
other propositions. He is also talk- 
ing to writers about putting to- 
gether a TV package series. 





Tele Set Sales | 


j 


: page 273 Gas 
ilies have yet bought TV receivers. 

It's further noted that there was 
no summer slump in TV output last 
year, except for a period in July 
when many factories stopped or 
curtailed operations for vacations. 
May production in 1949 was about 
the same as April and June was 


only slightly less than May. July 
turnout was half that of June but 
August was better than any pre- 
vious month that year. 

Weather No Hindrance 


With a number of new television 
markets having opened since last 
summer, with set prices lower, 
with more cities connected by cable 
and more network programs thus 
available, what reason is Mere, it's 
asked, to expect a slump in sales? 


4 possible explanation for such 
an expectation, it’s suggested, is the 
effect of weather on radio listening. 
Summer storms affect the AM sig- 
nal, making listening difficult. But 
this is not generally true of tele- 
vision, or FM, which use the high- 
er frequencies. From the weather 


standpoint, summer should help 
television sales. 
With production of RMA fac- 


tories for.the first five months of 
1950 totalling 2,024,000 sets, indi- 
cating industry output as about 2,- 
500.000, it appears that the average 
estimates by RMA directors some 
months ago, of a 5,300,000-set vear, 
is pretty sure to be realized if 
the production pattern of 1949, 


which saw the heaviest turnout in 
the last quarter, repeats itself, the 
vear’s output may be nearer io 


7.000.000, 


| Round Table 


p.m. Sunday spot. The “peace” 
series will be rebroadcast at 3 p.m, 
Sunday fvom the 1:30 p.m. live 
broadcast 

Cancellation of the Round Table 
precipitated a complaint to the 
FCC by George Probst, U. of Chi- 
cago director of the program. A 
memorandum from NBC executive 
veepee Charles Denny to RCA 
board chairman David Sarnoff, 
filed with the Commission, placed 
the responsibility with the WRC 
management which ‘believed... 
the Washington public had greater 
interest in the American Fo®Pum.” 
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We're proud of the successful 
company we keep on WJBK-TV 


AMUROL TOOTHPASTE 
BENRUS WATCHES 
BORDEN’S DAIRY 
CAMEO CURTAINS 
COCO-WHEATS 


DOMESTIC SEWING 
MACHINE CO. 


FLEX-LET WATCH BANDS 
GERBER POPCORN PACKAGE 
NATION@L CARBON 
OVALTINE (WANDER CO.) 
PINAFORE CHICKEN 

SMITH AGRICULTURAL 


CHEMICAL CO. 


Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 


WJBK-AM «TV-DE 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTER 
NEW YORK 17, 
Represented Nationally by TH 





WJBK-TV, a CBS 
and Dumont affiliate. 


TROIT 


: 527 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
ADO 5-2455 


KATZ AGENCY, JNC. 
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H HEND 
guests 


SKITC 
With Skitch Henderson, 
Ted Cott 


producer: 
pirector: Scott Buckley 


Writer: Jeff Seldin 
150 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Sat., 6 a.m. 


45 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 12:15 p.m. 
participating 
WNBC, New 
Following one O 
tional puildups given toap 
a non-network show—and parti 


-morning aire 


York 
f the biggest promo- 


an early 

unveiled its much-advertised Skitch 

Henderson program last week. The un- 
anzas, dis- 


veiling, and subsequent st 
closed the not sur 


janist - bandlead ed-d) 
alent bet capable 0: 


prisin 
er- turned-disk 


WNBC has a t 
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nee in f giving 


ime slot ever granted a 
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Jistening 


him the largest ti 
personality on the station. 
weekly airtime 
f them between 6 


ys through 


single 

Henderson’s 
1834 hours, 15 0 
8:30 a.m. Monda 


the remainder a daily Monday-t 
Friday 45 minutes at 12:15 p.m. The sun- terion, t 
rise session is in fundamental format, pility in that direction. Equipped with 
the usual platter-spinning ‘nterspersed a pleasant, genial voice » and } mike man= 
with time signals, weather reports, news ner, an informally friendly approach to 
headlines, chatter and participating an audience, and “an_unforced sense_of 
commercials—but with 4 difference. humor, he’s @ natural platter emcee. 
Tatter lies in the fact that Henderson Program will present guests on OC 
jockeys not only disks but @ Steinway as casion, with New York’s Mayor 
well, giving his stint 4 musical interest, o’Dwyer, among others, having lent his 
continuity and cohesion not often found presence to the Jeadoff show. His Honor 
on d.j. programs. was spar the necessity of getting up 
While the basic pattern of the morning at dawn through the program's being 
stanza follows other such shows—with taped for the initial morning, put his 
the exception of the Henderson pianis- appearance indicated the extent to 
tics—the noon segment is design for which WNBC has gone to ballyhoo Hen- 
soothing music to lunch by. Chatter is derson. Airer probably will have diff 
held to a minimum, and platter selection culty getting name guests because of its 
ard lush string ar- ungodly hour (for show biz people), but 
it doesn’t really need them. With far 
in content 


leans heavily tow 
rangements and disks 
Gordon Jenkins genre: 
ork also carries 


piano W 
Juncheon-music idea. 
Ted Cott, making his first major ing d.)., plus tn 
WNBC program innovation with this Henderson's ultimate sv uccess © with this 
had a spotlighted WNBC feature ought to be 
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‘Jackie Gleason Signed 


As ‘Cavalcade’ Emcee 


Jackie Gleason has been signed 
| as replacement for Jerry Lester on 
the DuMont “Cavalcade of Stars.” | 





Carroll 


Continued from page 24 








Toscanini tour was calculated to 
| bring out everyone who was inter- 





STOP IT! 


Is 
“LIVE 
LIKE A 
MILLIONAIRE” 
Really 
Good? 


Read what they said* 
about this new show 


Starring 


JACK McCOY 


sponsored by 


GENERAL MILLS 


on NBC 


SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER— 
"It’s one of the brightest of the new 
shows ... sparkling . . . entirely 
different." 


LOS ANGELES TIMES—"Radio 
shows come and go like the tide. 
But here's one with a new gimmick.” 


NEWARK STAR-LEDGER—"One of 
the most enterprising radio pro- 
grams we've ever heard.” 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Henry Morgan left Monday (26) for Europe; will return to his WNBC 
show Sept. 11.. 


_.. Barbara Keating, WCBS scripter, convalescing 


quences” stanzas 
_., Julie Bennett to Coast for month’s legit en- 


after appendectomy 


gagement....Hank Ringgold elected to board of Edward Petry Co. ! 


and also v.p. in charge of eastern sales....Charles Singer, WOR'’s as- 


sistant chief engineer, recuping from abdominal operation in Mt. Sinai | 


to Bermuda this 


hosp Hubbell Robinson, Jr., CBS program chief, 
week for a month's vacation CBS’ Bill Fagin chest-thumping this 
week, with daughter Mary scholarshipping into Radcliffe Linda 
Reid and Ed Jerome new to “Romance Of Helen Trent’. Dorothy 


Francis added to “Front Page Farrell” Abe Schechter prepping a 
four-week documentary series, “Europe at the Mid-Century” to be aired 
on MBS Sundays at 8 p.m. beginning July 9 NBC picking up Bobby 
Byrne orch from Palisades Park four times weekly CBS sports di- 
rector Red Barber has received legal assurances from Norma Produc- 
tions, which was planning a film titled “The Catbird Seat,” that he has 
protection on the use of the phrase Alan Carter, ex-WPAT, Pater- 
son and other stations, added to WNYC as assistant program director 

Old Gold has added 24 ABC stations to list of 204 now airing “Orig- 
inal Amateur Hour” Writers representative Blanche Gaines’ 
daughter, Doris, married to H. Kurt Blumberg, June 25. Bride's father 
was the late Charles Gaines, veepee of Frederic W. Ziv. 

Bob Swayze in town with family for brief stay Actress Shirley 
Blane sails Friday (30) on Nieuw Amsterdam for Europe Son was 
born Thursday (22) to the Vincent (CBS) Meades Keith Byerly, 
WBT sales manager, and George Hartford, WTOP sales manager, in 
town yesterday (27) on biz Al Andersen appointed AM-TV head for 
McLaren, Parkin, Kahn, Inc.....Howard G. Barnes and wife take their 
21-foot crafter to Lake Champlain for a two-week vacation in mid-July 
; Toni Darnay has lead on “Armstrong Theatre” July in script by 
hubby Bill Hoffman Jack Denove, of BBD&O, is chairing the Sister 
Kenny Foundation 1950 Campaign, which gets under way Sept. 1.. 
Willie Bryant and Ray Carroll, WHOM disk jocks, celebrate their sec- 
ond anni today (Wed.) with a three-hour broadcast .Gertrude Berg, 
Phil Loeb and other “‘Goldbergs” casters left yesterday (Tues.) for the 
Coast to appear in filmization of the stanza .Guy Lombardo orch, 
summer replacement for Jack Benny, may take over the Lucky Strike 
“Hit Parade,” vice Raymond Scott The Bill Slaters will sub for the 
vacationing Dorothy and Dick Kollmars on WOR ABC newscaster 
Pauline Fredericks picked as Headliner of 1950 by Theta Sigma Phi, 
femme journalistic sorority. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Ben (brooding with) Brady cut an audition platter at NBC for five 
15's. He'll play all the parts in addition to scripting and directing. 
Years back his one-man show was a high favorite on the nets Irv 
Brecher winged to N. Y. to get his new NBC show, “$1,000 Reward,” 
off the ground For the first time in 10 years of airing for Wrigley, 
Gene Autry will take a summer layoff. It also gives producer Bill 
Burch a well-needed rest after 218 consecutive broadcasts and 210 air- 
ings of “Truth or Consequences”....Walter Bunker is putting to- 
gether an all-star, four network show for the Community Chest kickoff 
in September and among the early tapers are Groucho Marx, Bob Hope, 
the Colmans and Dennis Day Only “casualty” of the recent engi- 
neers’ strike at CBS was a Bob Hawk show. Something went wrong 
with the level and the Esty agency asked for a retake. Otherwise, the 
headmen did themselves proud and won a pat on the back from Austin 
Joscelyn, who ran the works and took a hand at the knobs....Harry 
Hall and the missus, Frances Sawyer, who spent 20 years at KFWB, 
are now shopkeepers down the coast at Del Mar....Paul Rickenbacher, 
onetime Thompson agency exec in Hollywood, passing a vacation here 


| Gleason starts July 8. 


_.Ralph Edwards sailed yesterday (27) for the Conti-" 
nent, where he’ll tape some “This Is Your Life” and “Truth or Conse- | 


Program, | 
sponsored by various drug chains | 
in different cities will run through- 
out the summer. 

Gleason's last show was “Life of 
Riley,” which was filmed on the 
Coast for video presentation. 


| NAB 


mm Continued from page 24 jaa 


Roberts’ testimouy “in which he 
proved himself to be entirely lack- 
ing in credibility.’ 

“Incidentally,” their letter asked, 
“just why does this type of witness 








| 


use the alias Clet Koberts when 
his real name is Cletus E. B. 
Haase?” 

Recently, KMPC’s manager 


Robert O. Reynolds mailed to all 
members oft the Congressional 
press galleries an elaborate bro- 
chure, entitled ‘Penalty for Patri- 
otism,” to “stir to action all who 
would preserve the treedoms that 
have made America great.” 

With a red, white and blue motif 
and an excerpt trom an address 
on toierance py J. Edgar Hoover 
as a preface, the brochure carries 
numerous testimonials to Richards 
from prominent political and in- 
dustrial figures. Given prominent 
display are editorials on the case 
by the Washington Post and the 
Saturday Evening Post. 





Hope to Get Richards on Stand | 
Holiywood, June 27%. 


ested in music, or who cared to 
feign interest in music. 

But Benny, who attracts them on 
the radio, could not hope to bring 
out everyone who’s interested in 
jokes. Probably 90° of the peo- 


ple who helped make Toscanini’s 
tour tops are Benny-listeners with 


greater regularity than they are 
Toscanini-listeners. To see Benny 
cost almost as much as to see Tos- 
canini, but it had no cultural or 
social significance. Millions of peo- 
ple have seen Benny in pictures 
(although “The Horn Blows at Mid- 
night” might disprove this) and 
millions more saw him during the 
war. They had no reason to go to 
see him again. 

It can be argued that the mil- 
lions who saw Bob Hope during the 
war still come to see him in person. 
I think the answer to this is that 
Hope does such a loud, slam-bang 
radio show that millions of people 
would like to get to see the show 
performed, just to find out what 
really is going on. Benny’s radio 
show is calm, lucid, easy to under- 
stand, done strictly for radio and 
makes radio listeners so happy 
with it that they don't feel any 
compulsion to “find out what's go- 
ing on.” They know what’s going 
on just by listening to it. 

Radio ratings cannot be suspect- 


'ed because p.a. grosses contradict 


them. What a man does in a the- 
atre in no way affects the way he 
attracts listeners. There are a lot 
of big theatre draws that can’t 
nudge the Nielsen and plenty of 
radio favorites that could die on 


With» KMrC manager Robert | the road. As I learned in school 
Reynolds giued to the witness | (and it’s one of the few things I 
stand for the ninth consecutive!did learn), you cannot compare 


day, FCC chief counsel Benedict | 
Cottone still hopes to get G. A. | 
Richards on the stand. When Jo-| 
seph Burns, of the broadcasters’ | 
legal battery, asked why Leo Fitz- | 
patrick, onetime WJR Detroit man- | 
ager, wasn’t brought here to iden- 
tiiy more than 60 letters, notes and 
memos passed between him and 
Richards, Cottone said he wouldn't 
decide on a subpoena for Fitz- 
patrick until a definite decision | 
that Richards won't appear. 
Reynolds’ day on the stand was 
largely devoted to identifying Rich- 
ards’ letters referring to the 1944 
election, with the broadcaster ex- 
pressing preference for GOP can- 


things unless they are identical. 
Any questions? 




















Courtesy of M-G-M 


"THE GREAT RUPERT' 


For George Pal Prods. 
THE CAMEL SHOW 


























ev08 p on leave from his duties in Seattle as “Paul West’’ of Housewives didates. Only admitted instruction ite, 9: 'S.T. 
BILLBOARD—"'It's an ingenious Protective League for CBS Al Capstaff, who has been around the was to campaign for a enc a Mgt: LOU CLAYTON 
idea with interesting video possi- | agencies as Bob Hope's producer, is now on the comedian’s personal administration but to stay with the : 
bilities.” payroll in the same capacity....Lud Gluskin threatens to put away his FCC rules. At one time, letters od 

baton after next season for a plush music job CBS has in mind for him. disclosed, Richards was warned 


He has been at it for 25 years and this season swung the stick on seven 
sponsored shows....CBS gifted William Keighley with a watch on his 
fifth anni as host-producer of “Lux Radio Theatre’... .Carlton Morse 
is staying put for a while to get some scripts ahead on “One Man’s 
Family” for TV and radio and “I Love a Mystery.” Wonder what he 


SAN FERNANDO VALLEY TIMES— 
“Again demonstrates that repeated 
successes have not softened up the 
the thinking processes of ‘The Three 


against giving free time to Repub- 
licans, denying Democrats the right 
to make reply. | 

Reynolds was expected to finish | 
out the week on the stand, to be 


Johns." ™ does in his spare time?....Jennings Pierce had in tow a pair of Japa-' followed by either Fitzpatrick or 
nese radio educators for a scanning of the NBC operation as guests of Frank Mullen, former prexy of. + = 
DAILY VARIETY—"Jack McCoy | the State Department Bing Crosby cut a flock of platters for Minute Richards’ radio stations.  Fitz- | = ws 


Maid and beat a retreat to his ranch at Elko, Nev. “ARTIE” ; 


IN CHICAGO ... 


I. E. (Chick) Showerman, Chi NBC veepee. and Jules Herbuveaux, 
Chi NBC TV chief, in N. Y. for huddles with NBC brass last week 
Don Ameche in from the Coast for takeover Monday (26) of his six 4 : gen Me 
weeks’ stint on ABC’s “Breakfast Club”....NBC launched “Terkel Detroit station if Richards is forced 
Time,” half-hour sustainer in 10-10:30 a.m. slot, Monday (26). Studs to sell. 
Terkel, emcees, with Connie Russell, Jack Haskell and Art Van Damme 
group supplying the music. Parker Gibbs is producing....Buzz Blair, | ice , 
WENR-ABC program director, boasting about his new son born last peat tea a Se. 
week... Shelby Gordon, WBBM scripter, exits station this week and york. is one ot a group including 
will leave July 5 for Frisco... BAB chief Maurice Mitchell set to guest mostly St. Paulites which has 
speak at NBC-Northwestern University summer radio institute....Dick taken over station WTWT a 250- 
(Two-Ton) Baker filling in last week on WIND’s “ABC Club” while watter at Stevens Point, Wis., half 


| patrick, now principal owner of a 
Buffalo station, may be one of the 
governments’ key witnesses be- 
cause of his enmity toward Rich- 
,ards. He has been quoted as say- 
ing he has a syndicate ready to buy 


“MORTY™ 
Currently 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 
NEW YORK 


emcees with just the buoyancy and 
quick wit to keep the show moving.” 





LOS ANGELES MIRROR—"Radio’'s 
robust "Three Johns’ (Masterson, 
Reddy and Nelson) are set with a 
new show. ‘Live Like A Millionaire’ 
has gotten a ‘just what we wanted’ 
reception from listeners.” 




















GAGFILE FOR SALE 


To Television, Movie Comics or Writers 

Top cartoon gagman (writing for 
New Yorker, Esquire, etc.), has gagfile 
containing over 25,000, hilarious orig- 





HOLLYWOOD REPORTER—" After 
all these years, Masterson, Reddy 
and Nelson know how to put one of 


these prize, audience participation Eddie Hubbard was in N. Y.. oe Richard Quigley, Jr., new account exec way between the Twin Cities, | inal sight gags, bits and skit, ideas. 
shows together smoothly.” at John Blair & Co. St. Louis office....Don Searle, National Home which will be operated indepen. pa visual gags. PRICE: 


‘Institute co-owner, off to the Coast for two weeks on biz... .Jack 





dently. William S. Johns of St. 


Paul is president of the company. LAUGHS UNLIMITED 





Brickhouse’s new weekly sports stanza bowed.on WGN Saturday (24) 


























Ste hee ghee. eniRNARY a “sak Aaa 


EXAMINER—"'An . ‘ . : if 276 Ww. 4 > Oh. a . 4-5943 
Los ANGTSS a . Clifton Utley’s cross-the-board morning newscast on WMAQ picked os bal. ~ - 
entirely different format. up for a year by Talman Federal Savings and Loan Assn., through 
ie Charles Elwyn Hayes Co.....Cy Wagner, former trade paper reporter, 
PASADENA INDEPENDENT—"An- | pow radio and tele manager at Mutual Entertainment agency... .Mel “—EXCELLENT JOB as Master of Ceremonies.” 
other new idea program by that] Bellairs gabbing Grant Park Concert series this year....Steve Hattis, 


—TV DIGEST, MAY 13 ,1950 
(NOT YOUR PAL JOEY, BUT YOUR—) 


BUDDY LEWIS 


JUST CONCLUDED FIRST 13 WEEKS 
M.C. ERLANGER TELEVISION SHOW 
WCAU-TV, C.B.S. 


FRANK PALUMBO’S, Philadelphia 


Per. Mgr.: BERNIE ROTHBARD, c/o SUEZ AGENCY 
Shubert Building, Philadelphia 


Chi manager of James Saphier agency, in N. Y. to handle Corliss 
Archer show....Tom Moore airing Mutual’s “Ladies Fair’ from Vin- 
cennes, Ind., Settlement Sesquicentennial next week....Haakon Vold- 
ner, Norwegian Broadcasting Corp. engineer, checked in for a looksee 
at Chi NBC plant....Edward Bishoff joins ABC sales service staff. 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


“Meet the Press,” Mutual airer, highlighted inauguration dinner of 
Women s National Press Club past week, with the vice-president parry- 
ing questions of a quartet of femme scribes, moderated by club member 
Martha Rountree ...Hazel Markel, WTOP-CBS program director.and 
local TV personality, took office as vice-president of the Women’s Na- 
tional Press Club Evelyn Freyman, prexy of the local AFRA unit 
and national vice-president of the outfit, takes to the boards in “Over 
21,” strawhat production starring Eve Arden and playing Miss Frey- 
mans Own summer theatre at nearby Olney, Md....Gunnar Back, w.k. 
for his radio documentaries, now doing an early ayem news broadcast 
over WMAL-ABC. ...WTTG-DuMont comes up with a TV “Dog Con- 
test” on its weekly “Pet Shop” show next Thursday... .Tony Wakeman, 
_ — eo prot gy from local station WOL and maybe 
rom radio... .Haro ackson, first Negro disk jockey in this area. | 

left WEAM-Mutual. : geal 


amazing trio of Hollywood radio 
and television producers, Johns 
Masterson, Reddy and Nelson." 


*—-Carefully selected by us. 


MASTERSON, 
REDDY AND 
NELSON 


Radio and Television 
Productions 
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Laurels from Lorillard to 
TED MACK and 
THE ORIGINAL AMATEUR HOUR 
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For filling Madison Square Garden with the biggest paid audience in the 
history of radio... the makers of Old Golds salute a grand troupe 














N THURSDAY, JUNE 15, Ted Mack 
O and the Original Amateur Hour 
made history. They packed the Gar- 
den with a paid audience of nearly 
15,000 persons—enabling us, the spon- 
sors, to turn over the proceeds to the 
New York Foundling Hospital. This 
is just one of many charities through- 


For a treat... 


out the country that have benefited 
by the Original Amateur Hour orig- 
inations in more than a score of cities 
during the past two years. 

This is a great tribute to a great 
cause, and the makers of Old Gold 
Cigarettes are proud to be associated 
with it. 
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CAC Famous Artists Angle Exclusive 
Pact for Authors League Progr 


Charles 
Artists Corp. and General Artists 
Corp. have joined forces to nego- | 
tiate a pact with the Authors | 
League for exclusive television | 
rights to all works by AL mem-) 
bers. The two talent agencies hope | 
to package a series of hour-long 
dramatic shows utilizing the AL 
properties for fall launching. They 
plan to import a top film director 
from Hollywood to handle the pro- 
grams 

The two agencies hope to gain 
first refusal for video on the works 
of all writers belonging to the AL 


if the properties have not previ- 
ously been sold to films. Deal with 
the writers would work basicall 
the same as that negoiated by 
NBC’s “Philco TV Playhouse” last 
year*with Actors Equity, in which 
the actors union received a_ fee 


from each show in the series for 
the Actors Fund. Contract being 
negotiated with the authors would 
provide for a similar fee to be 
turned over to a special AL fund. 

Deal, if it goes through, mignt 
open up for TV many properties 
which have heretofore been un- 
available But, there would be 
nothing to prevent a writer from 
selling a novel or play to some 
other TV show if the latter pro- 
gram offered him a higher fee. 
Two agencies, in addition, hope to 
have available the many film stars 
handled by Famous Artists if aj 
particular story could use their | 
specific talents. Budget on the se-| 
ries has not been worked out, but 
it is planned to make the program 
one of the costliest on TV. 

Participating in the negotiations 
are Ray Stark of Famous Artists | 
and Arthur Schwartz, representing | 
the AL. Writers’ organization has | 
Ziven the agencies a_ short-term 
authorization to probe further into 
the projected deal. Next step in 
the negotiations will be for 
Schwartz to prepare a list of all 
writers whose works might be 
available. 


‘PINKY’ NIX LEAVES OPEN 
30-MIN. FOR CHI NBC 


Chicago, June 27. 

Last-minute cancellation of the | 
kine version of the “Pitiky Lee” | 
show, which had been set to go) 
into the Sunday night ‘ ‘Garroway- | 
at-Large” 9-9:30 slot on NBC. has) 
leit Chi NBC producers with an 
unfilled half-hour on their hands. 
Garroway show exited Sunday (25) 
for an eight-week hiatus and word 
came from New York Wednesday 
(20) that the Lee kine was out and | 
that Chi was to fill with a live’ 
show. 

If the Chi producers are unable 
te whip up a live show before the 
Sunday deadline, plans are to use 
a film this week and teeoff the live | 
show the following Sunday. As of 
Monday (26) no details for the new 
show had been worked out. 


Even Sustainers Lay Off 


In the midst of trying to plan 
its lineup of summer replacements | 
for vacationing sponsored shows, | 
CBS-TV was forced this week to. 
dig up a replacement for a sustain- | 
er. Taking off for eight weeks | 
after its July 2d broadcast is “Mr. 














K. Feldman’s Famous? 


| Admiral 





Wanamaker Dept. Store 
In Top Coin TV Splurge 


Philadelphia, June 27. 

In what is probably the largest 
single time order ever placed with 
a local television station by an ad- 
vertiser, John Wanamaker's, Phil- 
adelphia department store, has 
pacted with WCAU-TV for one- 
and-a-half hours daily, Mondays 
through Fridays. Contract was set 
through Lamb & Keen, Philly 
agency, which will produce the 
show. It is planned to combine 
shopping news, entertainment and 


public service features in a way 
not vet attempted on TV. 
Agency tested video for six 


weeks last spring for Wanamaker’s, 
with Woodward & Lothrop, 
ington department store, also uti- 
lizing the show as it was relayed to 
D. C. from Philly. With Wana- 
maker’s set for a fall start, WCAU- 
TV also has Lit Bros. department 
store bankrolling “Lit’s Have Fun” 
Tuesday mornings and N. Snellen- 
burg & Co. sponsoring ‘“Snellen- 
burg’s TV Jamoree” dailv from its 
store 


All-Out Tele Coverage 
Assured Aquatennial 


In Mols. by Admiral TY 


Minneapolis, June 
Minneapolis’ Aquatennial, 
nual summer mardi gras, is 
sured of all-out TV coverage with 
Television, through the 
George Spencer Co., local distrib- 
utor, taking over the exclusive 





Zi. 
an- 
as- 


|sponsorship and using both Twin 
' City stations, KSTP and WTCN, if | 


the former settles its technicians’ 
strike. ‘Admirals on Parade”’ will 
be the show’s theme and there will 
be “on the spot” shooting of pa- 
rades, portions of the Aqua Water 
Follies and other events, ftims, | 
slides, interviews and stunts. 
Dealers figure in the promotion | 
through “See the Aqua Parade” 
parties, with admission by 


the hope being to lure some of the 


| heavy traffic off the streets and 
|aimed at present non-owners of | 
sets. There also are various con- | 


tests for the dealers in connection | 


with the promotion. 


‘Cartoon Comics’ Set As 
NBC-TV Summer Series 


“Cartoon Comics,” series of 
semi-animated films revolving 
around a science-fiction motif, has 
been set by NBC-TV to take over 
the 5 to 5:15 p.m. cross-the-board 
slot. Kids’ show is a Jimmy 
Saphier package. 

Web is still undecided on how 
to fill the 5:15 to 5:30 period but 





will exeriment this summer with | 
| anew program idea titled “Calling | 
all Cowboys.” 


Show will feature 
a series of westerns each broken 
into five 10-minute segments, which 
will be run one a day. 
be preceded and followed 
cowboy authority, as yet 
selected. who will tell the 
about Indian lore, 


by a 
un- 
kids | 
horsemanship, | 


| eral 


|rollers this season, 


| sponsorin 
Wash- | P mtn: 


| Mont 


ticket | 
to view the big parades gratis from | 
| showrooms by means of television, 


Films will | 












TW Sellout 


Continued from page 
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Doody” show on its network aia 


5:30 to 6 p.m. cross-the-board, 
which is also sold out. 
CBS is now sold out Sunday and, 
| with the exception of the 7 to 7:36 
'p. m. period, on Monday, Wednes- 
day and Friday also. Still open are 
‘the 8 to 9 segment Tuesdays; the 
7:45 to 8 slot on Thursdays; 10 to! 


Web will pick up the Mad- 


‘ison Sq. Garden sports events in 


the latter period, and now has sev- 
sponsors nibbling for 
series. 

ABC, 





/11 Fridays, and 9 to closing on Sat- | 
| urdays. 


} 


CBS TALKS TV DEAL 
WITH CURT GOWDY 


CBS television is dickering this 
week with sportscaster Curt Gow- 
dy to join its staff on a permanent 
basis, holding out as a lure the op- 
portunity of announcing the web's 
complete lineup of Saturday night 
sports events this fall from Madi- 
son Sq. Garden, N. Y. Gowdy cur- 
rently is aiding Mel Allen in call- 
ing the play-by-play on the N. Y. 
Yankee baseball games for both 
| radio and TY. 

In addition to the Garden events, 
CBS also wants Gowdy to do two} 


| shows during the football season, 


| 


in addition to the 12 bank- | ed e 0 
has sold time | Sports Review 


during the last few weeks to seven | 


more, including Chryslet, Bendix, 
Minnesota Canning, Arthur Mur- 
ray, Dodge, Farmercraft and Iron- 
rite. DuMont’s fall lineup to date 
includes the drug store chains 
“Cavaleade of Bands” 
and “Cavalcade of Stars’; Consoli- 
dated Cigar, Tidewater Associated 
Oil, Sterling Products, Johnson 
| Candy, Skippy Peanut Butter, Du- 
Telesets, Peter Paul and 
Chevrolet. 


| NBT Unit System 


ee 
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}ence to become directors, since 
leven top legit or film talent must 
| learn about video before they can 
step in and take over a show. As- 
signing young, talented staffers as 
| assistant directors w ould give them 
|a chance to become thoroughly fa- 
| miliar with all phases of produc- 
|tion and thus train them in the 
| best way possible to become full- 
fledged directors. 

Eventually, Walling said, the dif- 
|ferent production units set up 
| might incorporate technical direc- 
tors, lighters, etc., but he empha- 
sized that incorporation of the 
scheme on a full network basis 
would be a slow, growing process. 
|In its final form, each producer 
| might be able to supervise the 
| work of two complete units; that 
lis, he might supervise two half- 
| hour dramatic shows each 
each of which would be staged by 
2 production unit complete in it- 
self. 














NBC-Gillette 
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been in effect for the last several 
years. Since, however, the All- 
Stars are now carried on one net- 
work only, NBC hopes to pitch to 
the Baseball Commissioner’s office, 
Mutual and Gillette to take over 
the Series also on an exclusive 
basis. Web’s chief argument, of 
course, will be its string of inter- 
connected affiliates, which it hopes 
will total 41 by fall. 

All-Star game this year will be 





played July 11 in Chicago’s 
| Comiskey Park. Since Mutual | 
stockholders own TV _ outlets in 


N. Y., Chicago, Washington and 
Boston, the coverage will be dupli- 





cated in those cities by the NBC 
and MBS outlets. 
Detroit — WXYZ-TV, the ABC 


owned and operated station, has 
| picked up two new sponsors. The 
E & B Brewing Co. has purchased 
| three quarter hours a week on the 
|night time “Pat ’n Johnny” show. 








one before and one after each of 


the | its scheduled eight college games. 
if Gowdy signs, he is expect-|. 
“Saturday | 


Also, 


to take over the 


Red Barber, which will permit the 
web’s sports director to devote his 
complete time to his other network 
activities. 


Morris Office Offers 
‘Premiere Theatre’ 


Package to KECA-TV 


Hollywood, June 27. 
William Morris agency is nego- 





tiating with KECA-TV for the} 
presentation of its “Premiere The- 
atre’’ video package. Agency ran 


| off eight of these programs last fall 





week, | 





over KNBH. 
eighth telecast with agency claim- 
ing it needed a budget for the 
show and NBC outlet declaring 
that Morris office was not handing 
over scripts early enough for sta- 
tion to prepare programs for 
beaming. 

Morris office has six shows still 
packaged which KECA-TV, if, it 
takes the group, will run off this 
summer. Each program features a 
different format and Wm. Morris 
personality. KNBH arrangement 
with the agency called for Merris 
office to turn over the complete 
program each week and station to 
donate the time. It is understood 
that KECA-TV will turn over time 
and set up a limited budget for the 
shows. 





Levinson Sets Scripts 
For 2 New TV Entries 


In N. Y. from Hollywood for 
few weeks, Leonard L. Levinson 
had delivered three television 


scripts for two new projected pro- 
grams. As initial project of Mc- 
Adam-Gould, Ltd., he has turne’ 
out the video version of the 
“Mickey Finn” comic strip, which 
is drawn by Lank Leonard. Mc- 
Adam-Gould is headed by Charles 
McAdam, president of McNaught 
Syndicate, which distributes 
“Finn,” and Wally Gould, radio 
and TV packager. 

For John Sutherland Produc- 
tions, Levinson has written two 
initial episodes of a new situation 
comedy series titled “Bringing Up 
Butch.” This will be produced on 
film at the Sutherland studios in 


| Hollywood. Understood that spon- 





sor for the fall is set for “Butch.” 
Levinson leaves for the Coast 
again middle of July. 





Atlanta—Les Henrikson, sports 
director for Atlanta Constitution's 
WCON, which folded its tent May 
31 following merger of that paper 
with Atlanta Journal, has accepted 
similar post with WQXI, an indie 


on CBS radio from | 


Sees TV Hurti 
Cards Boxoffi 
St. Louis, June 27. 

There are 135,000 television sets, 
as of June 1, in the St. Louis area, 
according to aA announcement of 
the statistical department of the 
Union Electric Co. of Missouri, 
and the number is_ increasing 
at the rate of 7,500 per month. 
There were 97,350 sets in the arca 
| March 1. All are served by KSD- 
owned and operated by the 
| Pulitzer’ s St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 
| the only video station in this tewn. 

The effect of TV on sports events 
is shown by the statement ef Fred 
| Saigh, president of the Cardinals 
baseball team, who seeks to outlaw 
televising of major league baseball 
games. Saigh pointed out that the 
attendance dropped sharply when 
| three home games of the Cardinals 
| were televised. The opening game 
| of the season (night) drew re! 20,- 
| 871 patrons, and on May 1, when 
| the Dodgers were the Ay 
only 11,534 paid into the park: On 
the third occasion, June 6, an ‘after- 
{noon game with the Phillies, only 
9, 730 cash _ customers’ passed 
| through the turnstiles. Although 
| the weather on each occasion was 
not ideal for baseball, Saigh cou- 
tends that not televising the con- 











| tests would have brought out many 
|more fans. 
Deal cooled after the | 





NBC’s Time Availability 
Dilemma on Candy Buy 


NBC-TV, near a sellout status 
for the upcoming fall season, ran 
into its first snag en time avail- 
abilities this week. Web has Peter 
Paul Candy all set to bankroll a 
series of half-hour films starring 
comedian Hank McCune but had 
trouble finding a time slot suitable 
to fhe sponsor. It was finally set 
to start in the fall in the Sunday 
night at 7 slot. 

McCune films, lensed in Holly- 
|} wood, originally were set for a 
summer, sustaining ride in the Sun- 
day night 8:30 to 9 period starting 
this week (2), replacing “‘Colgaie 





Theatre.” NBC then sold the pack- 
| age to the candy outfit, still for the 
summer run. Bankroller decided, 
however, that it would be better to 
hold off until the fall, when it 
®| could be insured of a larger audi- 
ence. 


ATS Reelects Halpern 


David Hale Halpern, veepee of 
Owen & Chappell, last week was 
re-elected prez of the American 
Television Society. Other officers 
are Warren Caro, exec director of 
the Theatre Guild’s TV division, 
veepee; Barbara Jones, video su- 
pervisor of the Grey agency, sec- 
retary, and Archibald U. Braun- 
feld, a certified public accountant, 
treasurer. 





Directors include Paul Alley, 
Halsey Barrett, Albert Deane, Jehn 
Fox, Don McLure, Richard B. 


Rawls and Henry White. 


CINCY 6TH IN SETS 
Cincinnati, June 27. 
Latest boxscore on television sets 
in this area is 130,000, with 71,000 





/in Columbus and 67,090 in Dayton, 


O., reports Don Miller, research de- 
partment chief of the Crosley 
Broadcasting Corp., which has TV 
stations in the three cities. 


























July 2¢ etc. If the idea works out suc-|Nash Motor Car Co. purchased the | located in Buckhead, Atlanta| According to Miller, Cincy is now 

E. Magination —but when the! cessfully during the summer, NBC onee weekly WX YZ-TV feature film | suburb. Edith Ford, member of | Second to Chicago in set ownership 

show returns in the fall, it will be! plans to slot it on a permanent. | presentation “Theatre Hour” for | WCON'’s sales staff, is now selling|in the midwest, and sixth in na- 
sponsored by Nestle’s Candy. basis in the fall. '13 weeks. for WQXI. tional ratings. 
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FRANK FOX | 


Starting Monday, July 3rd, on the 


FULL CBS NETWORK 
at 9:00-9:30, EDT—6:00-6:30, PDT 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Barry Gray’s post-midnight stint from Chandler's eatery on WMCA 
N. Y., has been renewed for 39 weeks. New contract will raise his 
talent fee, which Chandler's is paying, from $1,000 to $1,250 weekly. 
In addition, Gray gets a split on commercial spots inserted in the 
show, with Gray guaranteeing the indie a certain amount of biz. 

Pact permits working on other outlets and a cross-the-board video 
series from 5-6 p.m., also originating from the eatery, is being mulled 
for a fall start. During the winter Gray may take four weeks out to do 
a brief stretch for WMIE, Miami. 


New York State Health Dept. is seeking details on low-budget local 
health programs aired by stations across the country for use in connec- 
tion with the national meeting of the American Public Health Com- 
mission. 

info has been requested by Miles Herberer, director of the state’s 
radio bureau at Albany. 





Te attract attention to NBC’s ambitious series, “The Quick and the 


Dead,” the history of the atomic and hydrogen bombs, starring Bob | 


Hope, the press dept. is sending out a special “Atom Kit” to radio 
editors which includes a piece of uranium ore, a vial of uranium chem- 
ical, a spinthariscope with which you can watch radio activitvy—and a 
copy of the script. Fred Friendly, who writes and directs the series 
« taking the first kit out to Hope in Hollywood this weekend. , 


WJZ, N. ¥., is launching a get-out-into-the-open-air campaign to pro- | 
Joe Franklin will stage an | 


mote its personalities during the summer. 


AFM Figures Bootleg 
Soundtrack Supply 
"Can Last 5 Years 


Hollywood, June 27. 
It will take a good five years be- 


| fore the American Federation of 
| Musicians is able to rid the coun- 
_try of bootleg musical soundtrack 
_ put to use on television films, ac- 
cording to union officials. During 
'the period which the AFM would 
not allow sidemen to make mu- 
sical soundtrack, producers brought 
in music from every foreign out- 
let possible. Also brought in was 
the Boosey-Hawks library ‘which 
was also put to use on TV pix. 
Though the union 
known producers not to use music 
on their films, they had no control 
over fiy-by-nite firms and those 
who had never 





|tures. AFM believes it will even- 
tually bring this situation under 
control through the licensing of 


7. 
producers and the eventual squeez- 








CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 





Kermit, Tex.—Leroy 
has been appointed general man-| 


ager here for the new 1,000-watt| 
KERB daytimer. Bremmer was) 


formerly with KRSC-TV, Seattle. | 





Harlingen, Tex.—Dick Richmond 
has joined the staff here of KGBS. 
He was formerly associated with | 
WMYR, New Orleans. 
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antique auto race today ‘(Wed.) at 


Tomorrow (Thurs.) Herb Sheldon will have 3,000 of his listeners at the | 
J Similar ozone events and tieups 
planned to get WJZ talent “where the people are.” 


Flushing Meadows aquashow. 


Duquesne Gets Garratt As | 
Exclusive AM-TV Voice 


Pittsburgh, June 27. | 

Chuck Garratt, KDKA an- 
nouncer, has been lured away from | 
the staff of the local Westinghouse 
station by Duquesne Brewing Co. 
to be the exclusive radio and tele- 
vision voice for the outfit’s pre- 
mium beer, Silver Top. He'll do 
all the shows in both mediums for 
ST, thus freeing Ken Hildebrand 
to coneentrate on the bankrollers’ 
other brand, Duquesne Pilsner. 
Except in a couple of {nstances, 
Hildebrand has been doing the en- 
tire AM and TV selling job for 
Duquesne, but bankroller has de- 
cided to divorce the peddling of its 
tvo brews into separate opera- 
tions. 

Garratt was picked for the Silver 
Top job as a result of his announc- 
ing on brewery’s big half-hour mu- 
sical on KDKA every Saturday 
night, “Welcome Aboard.” 





| NBC Tryouts 
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up for two months between the 
time when Pabst dropped the 
period on “Life of Riley’ and 


“Armstrong Cork picked it up for 
“Circle Theatre.” Out of that came 
the “Cameo Theatre” series, which 
is being given a substaining ride 
this summer in the hopes of luring 
a sponsor for the fall. That, ac- 
cording te NBC program execs, is 
the kind of material that will be 
sloited in the Sunday afternoon 
hours, since it appears that all eve- 
ning time will be completely sold 
this fall. 

While it had originally been 
thought that the daytime hours 
during the week would be used for 
experimental program purposes, 
the web is now convinced that dif- 
ferent types of shows are needed 
for those hours. Web is opening 
up the 3 to 5 p.m. slot cross-the- 
board in the fall, with the new 
Kate Smith show already set to 
ride from 3 to 4. Program execs 
are now mulling the idea of build- 
ng an hour-long show around 
Ransom Sherman for the 4 to 5 
period. Sherman, meanwhile, 
takes over as replacement for the 
‘uKla, Fran and Ollie” show this 
summer, in the 7 to 7:30 cross-the- 
board segment. 


Billy Rose 


—aw Continued from page 31 | 
sto; trade outfit will back 
Cigar Enjoyment Parade,” a five- 
Minute capsule which will follow 




















stogey 


ing out of bootleg users of sound- 


Palisades Amusement Par y 
s Park, N. J.) track, but it will take time. 





are | 
Cincinnati—Don L. Chapin joins | 
an aes ; WKRC-TV as local sales manager, 
a bany, N. Y.—Jim Mahoney has/a spot temporarily filled by U. A.| 
joined WPT R as a producer and| “Jake” Latham, general sales man-| 
Sandy Taylor as an announcer-disk | ager. 
jockey. Mahoney served on the! vear_ stretch as 
NBC staff in New York at one time | WLW-T, Chapin previously 
and recently had been with WLAW,)' sales manager for WIMA, | Lima, 
Lawrence, Mass. and WMOH, Hamilton, O. 


salesman 


Switching from a near two-| 
for | 
was | 


St. Louis—Two employees at 
|KXOK are passing out smokes to, 
|eelebrate birth of children, Bob} 
| Shea, gabber, has become father 
| for the second time. The latest ad- 
| dition is a seven-pound girl, Joan. 
| John White, in charge of Transit 
| Radio sales, also is a-father for the 
second time; another boy, weight 
seven pounds. 


Memphis—Directors of Plough, 
Inc., announce the election of Har-| 
old R. Krelstein as a_ veepee.! 


'Krelstein is v.p. and general man- 
|ager of WMPS in Memphis. 


Sta- 
tion is a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of Plough. 


Pittsburgh—Anna Belle Hilliard, 
director of women’s activities at 
WCAB in Kittanning, Pa., 
singing ensemble of the summer 
opera company at the Pitt Stadi- 
um Patricia Kimmick has check- 


is in the! 


Bremmer , promotion for the summer. Gal's 
majoring in radio at Northwestern, 


where she'll be a senior next fall 


Headline News, heard every Sun- 
day evening at 11 over WJAS, just 
renewed by Dr. Baum, credit den- 
tist, for eighth straight year. 


Nashville—C. R. “Hi” Bramham, 
long associated with the advertis- 
ing field in Nashville, has joined 


the staff of WSM-TV, in charge of 


local sales. 
San Antonio — The National 
Council of Catholic Men has 


awarded a citation to WOAIT here. 
The citation was signed by Arch- 
bishop Robert E. Lucey and was 
awarded in recognition of the out- 
let’s cooperation in presenting the 
“Catholic Hour” since its incep- 
tion March 2, 1930. 

Kansas City—KCMO recently 
added three persons to its staff. 
Charles Maxwell took over an- 
nouncing chores, coming from 
WREN, Topeka. He’s been in radio 
for five years. Another addition 
lto the announcing staff is Hugh 
| Bowen, formerly with KWDM, Des 
Moines: he’s a vet of seven years 
in radio. Third new member is 
| Bill Cunningham, who will do au- 
| dience mail and research work. 
|Cunningham formerly was with 
'KCMO. 














ed in at KQV to do continuity and 








What makes a newspaper 


The lady coyly ogling the Timid 
Male in the above picture is Miss 
Carol Channing, star of the Broad- 
way musical smash, Gentlemen Pre- 
fer Blondes. What Miss Channing is 
thinking about is anybody’s guess. 

The umbrella-toting gentleman 
being preferred at the moment is 
Mr. John Sherman, dramatic eritic 





the fighteasts Tuesday nights, start- 
ing in August. Agency is Wesley 
Associates, 

_these sales, following the string 
ot pacts inked in the past two 
weeks with web prexy Bob Kint- 
ner sparking the drive, are ex- 
pected to put the net in the black 
for the year’s operations. As op- 
pesos to a $46,141 loss for the first 
— of °49, ABC’s AM and TV 
Palance for the first six months of 
ha Is slated to show a small profit. 
: uring the first quarter of this 
rr the chain earned $93,000. 
web, it’s understood, hasn’t yet 
“tpped into the $2,500,000 of stand- 
y credit it obtained in March. 


of the Minneapolis Star and Trib- 
une*, a gentle soul whom kind fate 
has flung into this spectacular pre- 
dicament. Nobody knows what 
Sherman is thinking about. You'll 
have to wait until he files his copy. 

Even on as choice an assignment 
as reviewing fifteen New York stage 
hits and talking with their stars, 
many of whom are long-time friends, 
John Sherman allows no chink to 
epen in his critic’s armor—a typ- 
‘cally noncommittal expression en- 


*Circulation of the Minneapolie Sundey Tribune 
és now mere than 000. 


\ 


‘ 
\ 
‘ 


play itself. His 








livened occasionally by a wan smile 
or a slight wince. Twenty years of 
writing about plays and players have 
made Sherman-in-public polite but 
uncommunicative. Under severe 
pressure he will venture a diffident 
opinion about the weather, but his 
professional comments on the 
theater and concert stage are re- 
served for his Minneapolis Star and 
Tribune column which is one of the 
major delights of the largest 
audience of newspaper readers in 
the Upper Midwest. 
Sherman-at-the-typewriter is an- 
other man. He sheds his Milque- 
toastish cocoon, takes flight in some 
of the sprightliest, wittiest, most 
literate prose available on any front 
porch or newsstand for a nominal 
fee. Sherman’s analysis of a play is 
frequently as entertaining as the 


sometimes salty, are never acid. And 








great? 


audiences 


IVENING 





his enthusiasms have helped turn 
many an artistic triumph into a 
financial success as well. 

In a regicn where Little Theater 
groups burgeon, where road show 
managers whistle cheerily, where 
the Minneapolis Symphony draws 
some of the largest orchestra 


in the nation, John 


Sherman contributes much to the 
intellectual vigor and spirit which 
help to keep the Minneapolis Star 
and Tribune, the best-read, best- 
liked, most-enjoyed newspapers of 
the great 225-county area called the 
Upper Midwest. 


Minneapolis 
Star and Tribune 


MORNING & SUNDAY 





comments, while 


600,000 SUNDAY 475,000 DAILY 
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Petrillo 


Chicago, June 27. 

James C. Petrillo touched off 
the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians’ political action campaign 
last week by calling 32 Chicago 
bandleaders together and asking 
for contributions to elect a Con-| 
gress and administration which 
would repeal the Taft-Hartley law. 

Petrillo emphasized to the band- 
leaders the need for repealing the 
law. He pointed out that radio 
contracts with the AFM are run- 
ning out and otherwise made it, 
clear that repeal of the law was a 
definite favorable factor in con- 
tract negotiations. 

Petrillo asked the bandleaders 
and, through them, their sidemen, 
to contribute according to their 
ability and their income. Several 
published reports quoted him as 
asking $25 apiece from leaders and 
$15 from sidemen, but a reliable 
source at the meeting said he 
named no figures. It’s reported he 
suggested that radio bandleaders 
contribute a little more than 
others, in line with his “pay ac- 
cording to your income” request. 
On the other hand, he also said he 
wouldn’t expect a man making 
“¢60 or $65 a week” to contribute 
anything. Bandleaders contacted 
said Petrillo asked contributions 
on a purely voluntary basis. 

Since the Taft-Hartley law pro- | 
hibits campaign contributions, | 
these contributions would go to the | 
American Federation of Labor's 
political outlet, the Labor League 
for Political Education. Petrillo 
was reported to have asked that 
ehecks made out to the League be 
sent to the AFM office, which 
would forward them, keeping a 
count at the same time in order to 
show the union’s strength. No 
checkup to see who contributes 
and who does not will be made, 
Petrillo told the bandleaders. 


COL PACKAGES MORE 
‘DANCE DATE’ LP SETS 


Columbia Records is following 
through with its own dance band 
promotion via packaging of addi-| 
tional “Dance Date” }bong-playing 
sets as a sequel to the initial four 
disks by Les Brown, Xavier Cu-! 
gat, Hal McIntyre and Tony Pas-| 
tor. Other bands on the Colum-| 
bia roster slated for the dance al- | 
bums are Harry James, Dick Jur- 
gens, Duke Ellington and Jimmy 
Dorsey. 

Diskery, is giving a big promo- 
tional sendoff to the “Dance Date” | 
series via heavy ad outlays. 


Ricordi Asks $50,000 
In Suit Over ‘Falstaff’ 


G. Ricordi & Co., publisher of | 
principally longhair music, last | 
week filed a $50,000 damage suit. 
in N.Y. federal court against Abra- | 
ham Haendler, operator of the In-| 
ternational Music Co. Action 
charges that the latter firm in-, 
fringed on Ricordi’s edition of the 
opera, “Falstaff,” by printing and 
selling a version described as 


| 
| 








“Verdi, Fallstaff, a lyric comedy in| 


three acts.” 


Particularly vexing to Ricordi, | 


the complaint states, is that Inter- 
national’s unfair competition is 
deadlier than an ordinary case of 


Calls Together Bandleaders 
For Funds to Help Repeal Taft-Hartley 


+ 


| free 
| stress has put into effect a clause 


| its 








RCA Brings Warren To 
Coast for Martin Duet 


Hollywood, June 27. | 

RCA Victor shelled out yester- | 
day (26) for plane fare to bring 
Fran Warren and her personal 
manager, Barbara Bell, here from 
the east to etch four sides with 
Tony Martin. 

Although talent usually recofds 
at the convenience of the company, 
Miss Bell convinced RCA execs 
that it was inconvenient for Miss 
Warren to record with Martin 
when he was in the east recently, 
and since thrush has no Coast 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending June 17) 
London, June 20. 


My Foolish Heart........Sun 
pi Ee ee Connelly 
Oh You Sweet One. .Southern 
Piano Roll Blues...... Leeds 
Let’s Do It Again..... Lennox 
Jealous Heart..... New World 
ay OR ae Maurice 
BOWHCHREG ......205: Sterling 


Chattanoogie Boy...Pic Music 
Two on a Tandem Merrin 
Daddy’s Little Girl......Yale 
Remember Cornfields Arcadia 


Second 12 


Enjoy Yourself........ Morris 
Cherry Stones.......- Fields 
Quicksilver aa Morris 


Me and My Shadow. .F.D.&H. 
Down in the Glen..... Wright 
Night Floor Fell In. .Southern 


Can-Can Polka...... Connelly 
Baked a Cake...... Chappell 
Gee OF TRAY: c<e0e Fields 
CHOON GEG. . occ: Chappell 
Sunshine Cake... Victoria 


Song in Our Heart. 20th Cent. 








bookings which would normally 
bring her out this way, the waxery 
footed the bill. Behind it, of 
course, is the plattery’s desire to 
follow up, as quickly as possible, 
recent duet hit disks. 





Diskeries Eye 
Stafford as She 
Preps Cap Exit 


With Paul Weston’s deal for a 
moveover to RCA Victor still hang- 
ing fire, attention of the major 


diskeries has shifted to angling for 
Jo Stafford, who has _ notified 
Capitol Records that she will be a. 
agent as of Dee. 15. Song- 


in her contract which provided for 
her unleashing within six months 
if either Paul Weston or Jim 
Conkling, Capitol’s artist and rep- 
ertory chief, exited the diskery. 
Weston resigned two weeks ago. 
Columbia Records has already 
made overtures to Miss Stafford 
via the latter’s manager, Mike 
Nidorf, who returned from Coast 
huddles with Capitol execs last 
weekend. Col is reportedly anx- 
ious to snare Miss Stafford in view 
of a possibility that Dinah Shore, 
biggest femme breadwinner, 
may shift to Victor at the end of 
this year when her contract runs | 
out. Miss Shore hasn't tipped her | 
mitt thus far which “vay she'll 


/ move but she’s known to be giving 


serious consideration to a big coin 





offer pitched up by Manie Sacks, 
RCA’s artists relations chief. 

It's understood Miss Stafford, 
Capitol’s leading artist since the 
diskery’s formation, will prefer 


| going into the fold of the diskery 


that signs up Weston, who has 
been backstopping her _ disks. 


Weston’s dickers with Victor execs 
in New York, meantime, have been 


| fruitless in the past week, although 
| the possibility still remains open 


for a quick change in the Victor 
situation, 

The post of Victor’s Coast re- 
cording manager, which Weston 
has been aiming for, has been 
taken over by Henri Rene, who 
conducted his initial waxing ses- 
sions in Hollywood last week, 
Rene, who was joined on the Coast 
last week by Victor’s a&r chief, 


Charlie Grean, recorded with Tony | 


Martin, Fran Warren and Dennis 
Day. Rene is returning to New 
York Friday (30) for a short stay 
to clean up unfinished business. 
Grean, who arrived back at the 
N. Y. homeoffice Monday (26), is 


in the process of revamping the | 


company’s a&r operation and pub- 
lisher contact procedure. 
the new setup, Grean, assisted by 
Hugo Winterhalter and Dewey 
Bergman in the east, will pass on 
all tunes, including those _ sub- 


mitted by Rene from the Coast. | 


Departing from the previous loose 
east-west relationship in Victor, 
Rene has been empowered to re- 
ject tunes but must okay accepted 
tunes with the N. Y. office. 





Ted Powell at N. Y. Roosevelt 

Teddy Powell orch will reopen 
the Roosevelt Grill, N. Y., July 5 
following a week’s shutdown start- 
ing Friday (30). 


Under | 











| Dinah Shore: “Cotton Candy 
‘and a Toy Balloon’-"1812” (Co- 
lumbia). “Cotton Candy” is a 
likely novelty that’s getting lots of 
play on wax. This cut by Miss 
| Shore in a rinky-tink ragtime style 
lis one of the best and might stir 
|'some summer excitement. Harry 
Zimmerman’s orch and a male 
| quartet furnish solid backing. Flip- 
over is a cutely bounced duet by 
| Miss Shore and Jack Smith on a 
| clever lyric. 

| Tony Martin: 
-“Tonight” (Victor). Martin keeps 
‘grinding out polished, saleable 
| sides. He’s in top rich form on 
‘this Edith Piaf number, handling 
both a French and English lyric. 





Owen Bradley also gives an inter- | 


| esting organ treatment to this tune 

for Coral. On the Victor reverse, 
Martin goes lushly romantic again 
on a good ballad. Henri Rene 
batons tastefully. 

Lorry Raine: ‘“Strangers’’-“‘Anna 
From Havana” (London). This is 
the disk London took over from 
Universal Records and it’s a good 
bet. Miss Raine gives “Strangers” 
a fine vocal to which is added some 
tricky echo effects for strong im- 
pact. Bottom deck is a convention- 
al Latin-type novelty. Cliff Par- 
man’s orch backs both sides. 

Artie Wayne: ‘What, Where and 
When’”-“‘So Tall a Tree” (Coral). 
“When” is a fine jock and juke 
side. 
more accent to this rhythm ballad’s 


lyric than Ralph Flanagan’s slice | 


for Victor and it scores. “Tree” 
has an_ interesting 
clearly punched across on this side 
by Wayne, the Heartbeats vocal 
group and the George Cates orch. 

Vic Damone: “Tzena, Tzena, 
Tzena”-“I Love That Girl’ (Mer- 
cury). 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


“La Vie En Rose” | 


This version by Wayne gives | 


philosophy | 








straight instrumental. A solid jock 
disk. 

Herb Jeffies: “Dancing With 
You”-“My Mother Singing” (Co- 
lumbia). Jeffries has a fine talent 
that needs the right tune to break 
into the hit lists. “Dancing With 
You” is a worthwhile number in a 
once-lightly-over Latin tempo that 
| Jeffries gets across with style. 
This is a good side with moderate 
| potential commercially. ‘Mother 
| Singing” is a sentimental item with 
organ accompaniment. Glenn Osser 
orch backs “Dancing” with a rich 
| arrangement, 

Sammy Kaye Orch: “I Thought 
She Was a Local But She Was a 
| Fast Express’-“The Object of My 
Affections” (Victor). Kaye has a 
cute side in “Local,” although the 
'number isn’t as promising as the 
title. It’s an ozark-flavored item 
delivered brightly by the Kaydets 
vocal group. On the reverse, Kaye 
is launching the revival of another 
oldie that sounds promising. Tony 
Alamo handles the vocal. 


Platter Pointers 


Religious disks continue to get 
a big play on major labels. with top 
artists being featured. Capitol has 
Jo Stafford and Gordon MacRae on 
“The Rosary” while Decca, as part 
of its faith series, has the Andrews 
Sisters on “The Ninety and Nine” 
and “Shall We Gather at the 
River.”” On the same label, Red 
Foley sings “Will the Circle Be 
Unbroken” and ‘‘When God Dips 
His .Love In My Heart” ... Mar- 
garet Young puts lots of vigor in 
her rendition of ‘Hard-Hearted 
Hannah” (Capitol) ... Joyce Bry- 
}ant has a solid side in “A Little 
| Too Much Champagne” (London) 
; Another fine side by Helen 
'Humes for Discovery Records is 
|*This Love of Mine”... On the 
|same label, the Red Norvo trio 
/pounds out unusual rhythms on 
| ‘Time and Tide”... Paul Weston’s 





This version of the Hebrew |orch and The Starlighters give a 


folk dance by Vic Damone is pallid | bright workout on “Little Liza Lou” 


compared to the Gordon Jenkins | for Capitol ... Henry Busse dish- 


original for Decca*and Mitch Mil-|ing out fine shuffle rhythms on 


ler’s followup for Columbia. 
a copy without the necessary ex- 


citement. Damone fares much bet- | tS L 
ter on the reverse, a light rhythm | Know a Secret or, 
a good chance to/| off on the recent rash of sidewalk 


number with 


catch on. 


Ray Anthony: “Lazy Old Tune’’- 
“Lackawanna Local” 
Capitol is banking heavily on the 
Anthony orch with a steady flow 
of sides from this crew. Latest 
disk flashes that same neat and 
danceable style which Anthony has 
| developed within the Glenn Miller 
/pattern. “Lazy Old Tune” rides 
on a firm beat with Ronnie Deau- 
ville and The Skyliners handling 
ithe vocal. Reverse is a good 


| 











a defendant palming off another’s | 


product, for in this instance the | 


defendant sells it at a lower price. 
Engraving cost of the 461 pages as 
published by the plaintiff is said 
tc be $4,610 whereas the defend- 
ant’s costs allegedly are only $461. 

Ricordi, according to the suit, for 
years distributed the Verdi opera 
in a completely engraved edition 
of the combined piano and Italian 
vocal score of the work. An in- 
junction to halt International’s use 
of duplicates made from the plain- 
tiff’s opera aS well as an account- 
ing of profits derived from the al- 
leged infringement are also sought. 


ABBEY ADDS TO LIST 


After a recording hiatus of more 
than two years, songstress Vera 
Barton has been signed by Abbey 
Records, N. Y. Gal, formerly with 
RCA Victor, quit chirping a cou- 
ple of years ago because of illness. 

Joe Medlin, vocalist, and Bill 
Franklin and his Skyline Boys, vo- 
cal and instrumental hillbilly quar- 
tet, have also been added to Ab- 
bey’s list. 





.LAPPETY,.10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


Week of June 24 














1. BEWITCHED (8) (Chappell) ............. dececbecsebenes cs} eee SOMOMB. 10 0501s IOS 
°°? Bill Snyder....... eeeees- TOwer 
°. MY FOOLISH HEART (il) S 1 ™ j Gordon Jenkins “eeoe ee Decca 
( antly-Joy) ee ee ee errr seers eess ) Billy Eckstine yore M-GM 
3. HOOP-DEE-DOO (6) (Morris) .......... iesend serekeeevadnt te ee +8 + NNCtOF 
"ter SI? ...4< pein abeaves Capitol 
4. THIRD MAN THEME (13) (Chappell) ................. 500 fee SERPER sins oo wanes — 
{Guy Lombardo........... Decca 
5. I WANNA BE LOVED (5) (Supreme) .. Tee Kee Ce eRe ee Andrews Sis-Jenkins...... Decca 
6. SENTIMENTAL ME (12) (Knickerbocker) ........... plats } Ames Bros. ........+000. Sorat 
[RUSS MOPGOR, .ccsccceses: Decca 
7. IT ISN’T FAIR (14) (Words-Music) ..... MihGt+ ide howsedsa Sammy Kaye ..... dena Victor 
8. OLD PIANO ROLL BLUES (8) (Leeds) ..........000c00e00. MES oss ss 505 a +++. Capitol 
“a Pe ae eee ee Abbey 
ee PTT A ey ta cee ree eee SONY TOE . ccc cewess. Victor 
10. I DON’T CARE IF THE SUN DON’T SHINE (1) (Famous). ee | Mercury 
| 
| Second Group 
| 2 C’EST SI BON (Leeds)................. 06) 06606.0006660 608 ee Johnny Desmond........ M-G-M 2) 
WANDERIN’ (Republic) ................sse0e0 ipsieces reRbeses Sammy Kaye ........... Victor J, 
COUNT EVERY STAR (Paxton) .............000, eccees wees Hugo Winterhalter....... Victor 
RAIN (Miller) .......0 0.2.0... 5 cee ee esas ee eer yee raver Frank Petty Trio........ M-G-M 2 
AMERICAN BEAUTY ROSE (Jefferson) ..... 006 600006 64.00 6605 Frank Sinatra......... Columbia 
STARS AND STRIPES FOREVER (Church) ........... ........ p ERNE EMRE. 5 00 cs Mercury | 
| Ralph Flanagan..... ..... Victor 
carga (Paramount) Bd ORT Ges eiaee Gee Oe PEN O6S4S4 Sab boone King Cole Trio..... o«. apitol 
| NAPARTE’S RETREAT (Acuff-Rose) ...... ere Tae eee pave Kay SP oss kcapitet | 
¢ IF I KNEW YOU WERE COMING (14) (Robert) ................ | Eileen Barton.......... Mercury > 
| | Georgia Gibbs......... Coral 
| I'M GONNA PAPER ALL MY WALLS (Goday) ................ oe rr Mercury +. 
'$ WILHELMINA (Feist) ............ Hab Gabbe A beater eden erncccese | RE Catt aeNes Victor $ 
eee" {Benny Baye cicccececss DOs 
(¢ DADDY'S LITTLE GIRL (Beacon) ..... seccepccesoscee secs ences meg Oe sisvevseeeees DeCeS 
| ie |. Seem Victor 
: I ALMOST LOST MY MIND (HIM-Range).......eee eee eeeeeeee | eg ws seeeeee. Victor 
ing Cole Trio.........Capitol 
‘} VAGABOND SHOES (Jefferson) ........ eee ee Ee ee ey oe Vic Damone .. aii 
A-RAZZ-A-MA-TAZZ (Robbins) TIT ee ee ee ee ee Kay Brown ........ .. bere’ 
t LFigures in parentheses indicate number oj weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 
\FHFFFPFFFEFFFFFFOSTIOSOSOFES EE PE+EFEE>-FFFEFEE+OES + +5604 


of 


It’s | “That Old Gang of Mine,” his first 


| sides for Coral Some more 
typical Spike Jones comedy in “I 
” for Victor, a take- 


|melodies . . . Dorothy Shay has a 
good version of “Home Cookin’” 


(Capitol). | for Columbia, backed by ‘Jenny” 


|: . . It sounds as if Columbia is 
grooming Jerry Wayne to fill the 
|shoes of the late Buddy Clark in 
“The Swing Waltz”... “The Wild 
Guitar” by Jack Rivers for Coral 
|has a driving tempo that could car- 
|ry this disk far... Wynonie Harris 
‘is serving up standout blues for 
| King in “Stormy Night Blues” and 
the sock “Good Morning Judge” 
. . . Margaret Whiting has a sale- 
able version of “I Didn’t Know 
What Time It Was” (Capitol)... 
Grant Jones gives a long and com- 
pelling ride on a two-sides number, 
“Hospitality Blues” for Decea. 
Standout hillbilly, western, jazz, 
/polka, religious, etc.: Jimmy 
| Wakely, “Under the Anheuser 
'Bush” (Capitol) . . . Sister Rosetta 
| Tharpe-Marie Knight, ‘‘You Gotta 
|'Move” (Decca) . . . Morty Jacobs, 
;“Come On and Love Me” (Coral) 
|, . . The Carol’s, “Please Believe 








in Me” (Columbia... George 
Miller Mid-Riffs, ‘Boogie’s the 
Thing” (Mercury) ... Ben Smith 


Quartet, “Leave That Dog Alone” 
(Columbia! ... Rex Allen, “Yodel- 
in’ Crazy” (Mercury)... Hank 
Dalton, “Hummingbird Special” 
(London) . Tiny Hill, “Who's 
Sorry Now“ (Mercury). 

.. . Jimmy Lytell’s Dixieland All- 
Stars, “Sugar Foot Stomp” and 
“Farewell Blues” (London)... Sons 
_the Pioneers, “Chuckawalla 
Swing” (Victor) . . . Elton Britt- 
Allen, “Ashes of Roses” 
(Victor) .. . Lee Morse, ‘“‘Lonesome 
Darlin’” (Decca) . .. Lee Lutcher, 
“Cool Down,” (London) .. . Rudy 
+ gat “Rock Me to Sleep” (Lon- 
on), 


Gene Autry, “The Last Straw” 
(Columbia) Rex Allen-Patti 
Page, “Softly and Tenderly” (Mer- 
cury)... The Nightingales, “It’s a 
Highway to Heaven” (King) .. . 
Johnny Moore’s Three Blazers, 
“Rain-Chick” (Victor) ... 
Rogers-Dale Evans, “The 
Rugged Cross” (Victor) . . . Texas 
Slim, “Late Last Night” (King) .. . 
John Wilfahrt, “Barnyard Blues 
Polka” (Decca) Ernie Lee, 
“Tormented” (Victor). 

Ethel Davenport, “I Want My 
Crown” (Coral) . . . Jess Willard, 
“Slippin’ Around With Jole Blon” 
(Capitol) . . . Rev. J. B. Crocker, 
“Sermon, Hallelujah Amen” (King) 
... Sharkey and His Kings of 
Dixieland, ‘“‘Candy Baby” (Capitol) 
... Red Kirk, “Lose Your Blues” 
(Mercury) Erskine Hawkins, 


Rosalie 


+444 | “Tuxedo Junction” (Victor). 
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PIX SETUP AS TIN PAN PATTERN 


Accent Is On Religioso Records 
As New Pops Get the Brushoff 





With new pop songs getting a¢ 


fast brusheff frem the major disk- | 
eries during the summer months, | 
increased accent is being put on) 
religioso sides featuring top artists | 
of the major companies. Swing to | 
the faith numbers stems from re- | 
ports of diskery field reps that de- 
mand for hymns is holding up 
firmly despite the general falloff 
in platter sales. 

RCA Victor is currently packag- 
ing an album of hymns with Perry 
Como backed by a choir and organ. | 
Como’'s set follows his 12-inch disk | 
of “Ave Maria,” which has proved | 
to be one of the singer’s steadiest | 
sellers. Columbia is also mapping 
a religious set by Jessica Dragon- 
ette and is pushing a _ recently | 
waxed 10-inch long-playing disk of | 
hyinns by Burl Ives. 

Deeca is also pumping its “Faith 
Series” with recent religious sides 
bv the Andrews Sisters, Red Foley | 
and other vocal groups. Capitol | 
has entered the field with Margaret 
Whiting and Gordon MacRae on 
singies. 


“Our Lady of Fatima,” a new 





number with an_ eeclesiastical 
theme, which was recently 
launched in the midwest, is also 
stirring disking activity. Coral 


Records put Kenny Roberts on the | 
tune, and other diskeries are also 
planning to cover it. 


Mills, Cromwell 


In Dispute Over 
Rights to Tzena 


4 controversy is being waged 
between Mills Musie and Cromwell 
Music over the rights to “Tzena 
Tzena Tzena,” published recently 
by the latter. Mills claims to have 
obiained the copyright to the num- | 
ber from its composers, while 
Cromwell, owned by Howie Rich- 
mond, charges tune is a traditional 
Hebrew folk song in the public 
domain. | 

According to Mills’ attorney | 
Leonard Zissu, the first two parts | 
of the number were written in| 
Palestine in 1941 by Issachar Mi- | 
ron, who uses the pen name of | 

Michrovsky.” Tune, Zissu added, | 
Was brought to the U. S. via Amer- | 
can soldiers and a third part was | 
alded in this country by Irving | 
Grossman. It’s from these two men | 
that Mills was allegedly assigned | 
the copyright. 

the Cromwell number, which | 
Richmond claims is based on the | 
folk song, features lyries by Gor- | 
don Jenkins and new music by S. 
Ros’. Meanwhile, tune has drawn 
the attention of a number of plat- | 
ter companies. With Decca and! 
Columbia recordings of the song | 
sh in the hands of dealers, | 
Mereury Records last week disked | 
the tune. With Vie Damone han- | 
dling the voeal, company etched 
the number the afternoon of June 
20 and had duplicates of the re- 
cording oa the way to distribs and 
Jocks that same evening. 

_ tune has also been given a terp 
rendition by Ralph Flanagan, who 
on it for RCA Victor. Rain-. 
ow Records has turned out two 
vi "sions of the number, one a har- 
a instrumental and the other | 
rie a Hebrew lyric. Decca has | 
a corded the tune three ways, with 
pordon Jenkins, the Weavers and 
- @ polka version. Columbia also 
tn a polka version in addition to a 
pases by Mitch Miller. Tune has | 
oe been disked by Coral Records. | 
slaneinee Capitol are, reportedly, 
‘anning to wax it. 





} 





Boles Co. Chartered 


S Music, new publishing 
| Incorporated in New York 
tnt week. Outfit is owned 
rt ayland Boles, Dallas business 
“3 and songwyiter. 
. ‘eyes Musie will act as the 


Roles 
irm, 


| restrictions of the Copyright 
| of 


_attorneys here see no legal basis on 


| hospital. 





firm's selling agent, 


e 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Only Originals For 
Anderson’s Decca Pact 


In an unusual disking pact, Dec- 
ca has inked LeRoy Anderson. com- 
poser and instrumentalist with the 
Boston “Pops” Orchestra, to re- 
cord only his original compositions. 
Anderson is the composer of 
“Sleigh Ride” and “Fiddle Faddle,” 


|among others. 


He will cut the numbers 
his own orchestra in Boston. 


with 





Shapiro-Bernstein 
Files Appeal Notice 
On Miracle Verdict 


Chicago, June 27. 

First step in appealing the deci- 
sion in the Shapiro-Bernstein-Mir- 
acle Records decision was taken 
last week by Mort Schaeffer, when 
the Shapiro-Bernstein lawyer filed 
notice of appeal in Chi federal dis- 
trict court. He now has 40 days 
in which to deposit with the fed- 
eral appeals court the complete rec- 
ord of the district court action. 

Shapiro-Bernstein is appealing | 
the entire decision in the case, but | 
it is mainly concerned with Judge 
Michael Igoe’s ruling that produc- 
tion and sale of a phonograph rec- 
ord of an uncopyrighted tune con- | 
stitutes “publication” of that tune, 
subjecting it to the regulations and | 
Act | 
1909, which musical 
copyrights. 

This is the portion of the deci- 
sion which made an otherwise un- 
important case a major issue in the | 
musie field. There had been some | 
talk of the Music Publishers Pro- 
tective Assn. and the Songwriters | 
Protective Assn. entering the case | 
as co-plaintiffs in the appeal, but | 


controls 


which they can enter. However, | 

it’s likely that they can come into 

appeals court as amicus curiae, as 
‘Continued on page 47) 


U.S. COURT RULES ON 
‘POWDER FACE’ AUTHOR 


Washington, June 27. 
The U. S. district court here} 
ruled last week that the composer | 
of “Powder Your Face With Sun- | 
shine’ is Stanley Rochinsky, of | 
this city. Rochinsky and Chester | 
Hammond, of Elmira, N. Y. (both, 
men having their principal occupa- 
tions as house painters) slugged it | 
out in court for a couple of years | 
for the ownership of the number | 
and the right to its royalties. 
Rochinsky thus acquires title to) 
some $15,000 of royalties accumu- | 
lated by the publishing firm of) 
Carmen Lombardo, plus an inter-_ 
est in any future earnings. There) 
is no indication yet whether Ham-| 
mond will carry an appeal to the) 
federal circuit court. | 
Rochinsky claimed he devised | 
the number in 1946 when he was | 
a patient at the Mt. Alto yeterans | 
Hammond claimed he 
wrote “Powder Your Face” in) 
1936. tinkered with it for years, | 
and then showed it to Rochinsky | 
in 1947. when both men were 
working on the same house paint- 
ing job. 








Chi ‘Cavalcade’ 256 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Sixth annual “Cavalcade of Jazz” | 
at Wrigley Field drew its best take | 
yet when 19,050 patrons paid $1.25 | 
and $2 per head Sunday (25) for) 
gross of around $25,000. Lionel 
Hampton band toplined, getting flat 
$6,000 for date. 

Also on bill were Dinah Wash- 
ington, Peewee Crayton Orch, Roy 
Milton Orch, Lillyk Greenwood All- 
Gal Band. Joe Adams, KOWL dee- 
jay, emceed. Leon Heflin promoted. 

Hampton annually toplines “Cav- 
alcade.” 


| regarded 
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DUSTRY IWS Sharp Summer Lag Cues Big Stores 
FOR SHEET HYP) To Ask Diskers for Cut in LP Prices 


Music industry’s initial concert- 


ed effort to reverse the sustained 


decline in pop music sheet sales 
will get underway 
(Thurs.) in New York at a formal 
trade conclave of reps from the 
Music Publishers Protective Assn., 
Songwriters Protective Assn. and 
the Music Publishers Corftact Em- 
ployees. Convening at SPA head- 
quarters under the chairmanship 
of Lou Levy, Leeds Music prexy, 
the meeting is broadly envisioned 


|as the opening gun in a Tin Pan 
| Alley promotional drive similar in 


aim to that of the film industry’s 
recently-formed overall public re- 
lations unit, the Council of Motion 


| Picture Organizations. 


Major objectives of the confer- 
ence will be the formulation of a 
concrete program of action to hypo 
copy sales and the means to imple- 
ment it. Motion of the MPPA 


tomorrow | 


board members last week to par-| 


ticipate formhally in the drive was 
as at least paving the 


road to attaining these objectives | 


since cooperation of the major 


publishers was held to be a pre-' 


condition of any p.r. project. 
Proposals slated to be sounded 
at tomorrow’s meet will revolve 
around some of the short-term and 
long-range sales boosting ideas 


\& Co. 


originally propounded at the SPA | 


forum several weeks ago. 
nant long-range proposal would 
have the music industry embark 
on an institutional campaign for 
sheet musie via radio, video pro- 
(Continued on page 47) 


AFM Stiffens 
Dubbing Stand 


American Federation of Musi- 
cians is shaping a tough policy on 
the application of the ban on vocal 


dubbing atop instrumental 
grounds. Major diskeries’ 








execs 


| have been attempting for the past 


couple of weeks to talk over the 


| ban with union toppers but to date 
| have been unable to get together. | 


Union leaders have declared their 
readiness to meet with the disker- 


|ies while, at the same time, indi- 
cating that they won’t budge from | 


the original ruling. 


In* preparation for any future 
talks, company lawyers have been 
combing through their contract 
with the AFM for an out, but union 


execs contend that the pact flatly | 


prohibits the dubbing practice. 


AFM chiefs clamped down on the | 
practice to provide more work for | 
musicians and to insure against) 


the illegal use of any instrumentals 
for more than one vocalist. Major 
companies, which have not been 
indulging in the latter practice, 
are squawking about the higher 


costs and inflexibility of waxing | 


sessions which have stemmed from 
the ban. 


Bands Set to Follow 





Kaye at the Waldorf Ferent takes the job he will have 


Domi- | 


back- | 





Fran Allison Sets Up 
Her Own Music Co. 


Chicago, June 27. 

Radio-TV performer Fran Alli- 
son is setting up her own music 
publishing firm, Midway Music. 
Firm will be managed by Archie 
Levington, her husband and Chi 
manager of Leeds Music. Leeds 
will be sole selling agent. 

Midway will pick up songs which 
can be exploited by Miss Allison 
through her Victor recordings and 
*“Kukla, Fran and Ollie” TV show. 
Firm will apply for ASCAP mem- 
bership. 


Renewal Rights Switch 
By Songwriter’s Wife 
Contested in N.Y. Suit 


Question as to whether a song- 
writer’s wife can transfer renewal 
rights during her husband's life- 
time arose in a suit brought in 
N. Y. federal court last week by 
Leo Feist against Edwin H. Morris 
Infringement action § in- 
volves nine songs and also names 
tunesmith Chester Conn and Jerry 
Vogel Music as third party de- 
tendants. 





Feist asks an injunction to re-| 
strain Morris from allegedly pirat- | 


ing its renewal rights to nine num- 
bers on which the late Ernie Erd- 
'man_ collaborated with several 
other writers. Tunes include “Un- 
derneath Hawaiian Skies,” “Lone- 


some-Lovesick-Got-To - Have - My- | 


Daddy Blues,” “I Was Wrong (All 
Wrong),” ““What’ll You Do,” “Tee- 
Pee Blues,” “Virginia Blues,” “Clo- 
ver Blossom Blues,” “Toot, Toot, 
Tootsie (Goodbye),” and “Long Ago 
(Mid Apple Blossoms).” 

As filed by attorneys Abeles & 
| Bernstein, suit points out that 
| Morris bases its claim to the songs’ 
renewal rights under a Feb. 9, 


man, the writer’s widow. But this 
transfer, it’s charged, is invalid 
since only Mrs. Erdman’s signature 
was affixed to the document. Word- 
ing of the agreement specified that 
| both she and her husband were to 
ink the transfer. 

| Erdman, who suffered from mel- 


institution some 20 years, died Nov. 
4, 1946. 

| By failing to secure a court’s au- 
| thorization for his signature on the 
| assignment, the suit contends, Mor- 


thermore, the complaint notes, a 
wife isn’t eligible to make an as- 
(Continued on page 47) 





-FERENTZ MULLS OFFER 


AS PETRILLO AIDE 


Detroit, June 27. 
Jack Ferentz, president of the 
Detroit Federation of Musicians for 
11 vears, has been offered the post 
of assistant to the president of the 
| American Federation of Musicians. 
| The offer was made by James 
Petrillo, AFM’s president. If 


o move to New York. He’s still 


Continuing the name band policy thinking it over. 


at the Starlight Roof of the Wal-, 
dorf-Astoria hotel, N. Y., Sammy | 
Kaye’s orch and the Modernaires | 
‘open tonight (Wed.), following the 
‘stand of Guy Lombardo and Vic other publishing firm to his recent- 
Latter pair, in the air- | jy ¢9rmed Cromwell Music. Addi- 
‘conditioned room, played to solid tion is Spencer Music, headed by 


Damone. 


business, averaging over 
covers nightly. 


Following Kaye’s 


ny will exit. 





Richmond's New Co. 


Howie Richmond has added an- 


1,000 pete Kameron, formerly associated | Monday 


with Hill & Range. 


Number was 


will team with Williams behind from World-Wide Music. 


Sept. 5. From then until Oct. 1 


booked as a soio turn, 


Fran Warren and Dick Contino, | 
'who will work out as a single, until side of the Gordon Jenkins’ Decca 
recording of “Tzena Tzena Tzena.’ 
“Tzena,” incidentally, is a Crom- 


Vaughn Monroe's orch has been. 


‘well publication. 


+ 


1945, assignment from Louise Erd- | 


ancholia, was confined to a mental | 


ris’ assignment is worthless. Fur- | 


rene,” written by Huddie’ 
acquired 


Tune is spotted on the reverse 


Faced with a sharp summer sales 
dip and competition from price-cut- 
ting retailers, a group of large 
chains and department stores is 
asking the major diskeries for a 
sharp price cutback on long-playing 
disks. Big retail outlets, whose 
hands are tied by price-fixing laws 
in competing with street stores that 
offer substantial discounts, made 
their initial bid to the platter com- 
panies last week. 

One major New York chain, 
with 25 stores in the metropolitan 
area, frankly put the price cutback 
to the diskeries as the only means 
of clearing their piled-up inven- 
tories this summer. Whereas last 
year the retailers had such hot 
long-playing disks as “South Pa- 
cific’ and “Kiss Me, Kate” for a 


| profitable turnover, present stage 


of the market finds disks lagging 
across-the-board. In the case of 
one N. Y. chain, sales of “South 
Pacific” hit 400 to 500 sets week- 
ly last year compared to about 100 
this year. 

Tentative proposal to the disk- 
erlies called for an approximate 
20% reduction in the current list 
prices of $4.85, $3.85 and $2.85 
disks. Because the retail outlets 
want to maintain their present 
markup of 40%, diskeries are show- 
ing stiff opposition to the proposal 
which would reduce the profit mar- 
gin on each disk. Retail outlets, on 


ithe other hand, contend that the 


increase in volume would make up 
for the smaller profit per disk. 

Even if the diskeries stand pat 
on their current prices to the re- 
tailers, it’s understood that the 
large chains and department stores 
will initiate their own price-cut- 
ting measures. Step will be taken 
to swing pack part of the trade 
which has been able to get dis- 
counts ranging up to 30% in some 
stores. Without approval of the 
waxeries, any such open price-cut- 
ting move would involve a violation 
of the Feld-Crawford act, but the 
larger retailers are so exasperated 
by the smaller outlets’ competi- 
tive tactics that they are ready to 
challenge the constitutionality of 
the act. 





WB Cos. Refuse 
~ Syne Rights For 
Video Pictures 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Warners’ music publishing sub- 
sidiaries, 4arms, Remick, Advance 
and Witmark, are refusing to grant 
synchronization rights for televis- 
ion films or tunes in their catalogs, 
according to Vic Blau, veepee and 
Coast chief of the subsids. 

The biggest popular music cata- 
log in the business includes works 


,of such tunesmiths as Rudolf 
Friml, Victor Herbert, Vincent 
/ Youmans, Cole Porter, George 


Gershwin. some Sigmund Romberg, 
most of Rodgers & Hart, Kalmar & 
‘Ruby, Johnny Mercer, Harry War- 
ren, Noel Coward, Harold Arlen, 
Franz Lehar and early Jerome 
Kern stuff. 

Eddie McHarg, Coast chief of 
Robbins-Feist-Miller, Loew's sub- 
sid, says no rule has been laid 
down denying syne rights to tele- 
films, but on other hand, no li- 
censing has yet been authorized. 


David Rose to Record 
During Europe Stay 


David Rose planed to Europe 
(26) for three weeks. 





_ Spencer, a While abroad the compeser-pian- 
four-week Broadcast Music affiliate has al-' ist-maestro will record some of his 


‘stand, the Phi! Spitalny and Griff ready released its first tune, “Good-| original works with pickup. orchs 
Williams orchs have been booked night, I 
together until Aug. 20, when Spital- | “Leadbelly” Leadbetter and John | 
Mischa Borr’s crew | Lomax. 


in both Paris and London. 
Rose, who’s on the Red Skelton 
Sunday airer for CBS, flew into 
New York Sunday (25), following 
Skelton’s last broadcast prior to a 
summer layoff of 13 weeks. Rose 
has been set to fill the Skelton ra- 
dio spot for five weeks beginning 
Aug. 27. 
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° NOTE: Alt reeords im this panel are listed alphabetically by seug title. 
7. >. k’ 
| h IS wee ... indicates records which, 
according to actual sales, are 
recognized hits. The trade is urged 
to keep ample stocks of these records 
on hand, or to reorder promptly when 
Te : current stocks begin to approach the 
i i | [ a “sold-out” stage. 
j 
eee on j if ()] - designates that record is 
one of RCA Victor’s “Certain 
Seven’ — among the leading 
numbers on the trade paper Dest sell- 
ing retail sales charts Obviously, sure 
Release 50-26 
$) Bewitched 
: Larry Green and the Honeydreamers 20-3726—(47-3726)* t¢ 
POPULAR | © Count Every Star 
a BemgO Wimbeorhnalter .... wc cccccccccc cc ccc cccccc cece s » MOOSeRe—AGTSER1)® 
DON CORNELL with HUGO WINTERHAL- 
TER'S ORCHESTRA and CHORUS © E] Mambo 
Hawail 
You Wonderful You. . 20-3839—(47-3839)* Perez Prado 20-3782—(47-3782)* 
Hoop Dee Doo 
HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN . On the 0 T; de 
: n the Qutgoing Tide 'P) 
TOMMY DORSE? ee Perry Como pile eich: eae 
Happy Feet ae 
Birmingham Bounce. . .20-3840—(47-3840)* © | Wanna Be Loved 
Fontane Sisters and Hugo Winterhalter..............20-3772—(47-3772)* wea 
HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS ACAIN O It Isn’t Fair 
FREDDY MARTIN S [ ¥ 
Mem’ry Island ammMy Maye ........ cece ccc cccccccevese eevee ce ss - eO-SG09—(45-Z1 15) 
Jazz Pizzicato ...... 20-384 1—(47—3841)* © My Foolish eect - 
s PERRY COMO Se PE ITE ooo 00:50 6 0s 00466 50.5404 6b.05.0s come rae cea OCoeeD™ 
a if You Were My Girl eee ° 
3 | Cross My Fingers . 20-3846—/47-3846)* © Third Man Theme 
* (And THE FONTANE SISTERS) Freddy Martin E 20-3797—(47-3797)* 
= 
z HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN Roses | 
~ : Sammy Kaye 20-3754—(47-3754)* oe 
< VAUGHN MONROE Sons -y the Pioneers 21-0306—( 48-0306)* 
3 the Phantom Stage-Coach ; O Wanderin 
& 
_ > .¢ ; TT peony 3 « % oF 74 , { * : 
; Mexicali Trail 20-3818—( 47-3818 Sammy Kaye °0-3680—(47-3203)* we 
ry = 
: COUNTRY oe | Why Should I Cry 7] 
= ee errr ree rT rere ere 21-0300—(48-0300)* 
= Z 
2 EDDIE MARSHALL 
Ke pie : = , 
&. The Tom Cat Blues ig. _—_ 
v rhree Kisses ........ 21-0357—/ 48-0357) * ... indicates records which 
SLIM WHITMAN have enjofed better than 





Wabash Waltz average initial consumer acceptance 


iim Crying For You... 21-0358—(48-0358) * 





and stand an excellent chance of enter- 

ing the top-selling hit category. The : 4 
trade is advised to watch these records Sie 
carefully in order to maintain stocks 

consistent with demand. 


JESSE ROGERS 
Slippin’ Around With Jole Blon 


Finders Keepers, Losers Weepers 
21-0359— 48-0359) * 
































REWES | Erclosed One Broken Heart and Simple Melody 
: le a Cuddle Buggin’ Baby Phil Harris .....20-3781—‘47-3781)* 
Eddy Arnold... .21-0342—(‘48-0342)* Gunther ton. Disk Jockeys Pick, Billboard, 
ARTHUR “BIG BOV” CRUDUP ‘Number one and two respectively, Coun- ‘ 
Oo Wee Darling (Love Me With a Thrill) : ee a ee Sree Foe. Bill- 
\Viean Old Santa Fe... 22-0092—:50-0092)* % oO I'm Bashful i vl 
The Old Piano Roll Blues Mindy Carson... 20-3801—:47-3801'* 
Eddie Cantor, Lisa Kirk, Sammy Seater sores Retailers Pick, Biliboard, 
NEW ALBUMS z Kaye 20-3751—( 47-375] )* 
Ee (Number 27, most played Juke Box Kec- 
a RE oom . ords, Billboard, June 24.) © So te Tetec 6 Baue 
te TONY MART : Ralph Flanagan. 20-3795—(47-3795)* 
“Tony Martin’s Dream Girls” & Three Littie Rings Siete ate Retailers Pick, Billboard, 
P-287—20-3802 thru 20-3804—78 rpm x Fontane Sisters. . 20-381 4—\ 47-3814)* June 24.) 
(Number seven, Disk Jockeys Pick, Bill- 






W P-287—47-3802 thru 47-3804—45 rpm board, June 24.) 





What, Where and When 
Ralph Flanagan. .20-3795—(47-3795)* 


I Still Get a Thrill <eRrdaggre iy 
Tony Martin ... .20-3799—(47-3799)* (Number eight, Operators Pick, Billboard, 


(Number two, Retailers Pick and Number 





HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 








VAUGHN MONROE = as six, Operators Pick, Billboard, June 24.) 
“Vaughn Monroe Sings New Songs of the : i pe TIPS: Robert Merrill's WAN- 
Old West” ae eace Of Miineé . a ts ‘ 
P-289—20-3810 thru 20-3812—78 rpm Tony Martin . .. .20-3799—(47-3799)* DERIN® (becked by VALENCIA) 
= 4 Z 3 (Number five, Retailers Pick, Billboard, e great standard 
W P-289—47-3810 thru 47-38!2—45 rpm June 24.) eee ° 







*43 rpm. catalog numbers. 


~The stars who make the hits 
_ ICTOR Records ~~ 


RCA VICTOR DIVISION RADIO CORPORATION OF. AMERICA, CAMDEN NEW JERSEY 
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PEPEPRR AR | 


DECCA 


presenting 


The Record 
Everybody’s 


Talking About! 


ih 
CNKIND 


and the 


AVERD 


on 


TZENA, 
TZENA, 
TZENA 


coupled with 


GOOD- 
NIGHT 
IRENE 


DECCA 27077 








Single Records 
75c¢ each (Plus Tax) 








ECC 
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On the Upbeat 
















































































































































































MUSIC VARIETY 
Qe ~ 2 = 
D> 
VARIETY 2 z| [6 Z 
Survey of retail disk best % a|<¢ ss 6/3 =} 
sellers, based on reports ob |. s CZs aiaielinl/ai1e@ 
tained from leading stores tn Siaizia § E ejalFisi3isi 7 
12 cities and showing com- | a sisigai¢|/ a} eE/O|;/O1s S| 0 
parative sales rating for this ww) elselsia a|8 Zlelelm/e T 
and last week. >loiAliaclZli7TiFlelsi al Ela A 
oS ” o} cS 1 ~ ax) E ° oO Q # 
: let elela ei Ti siF ail 
- = > | i as | —_ 
nation Week Ending eee eiglal?iziilal 3 
Rating = wo | | l ala | ] | js ay 
June 24 SleleleleiEisleleiel3ls 
oS < 8 c a | S be} = | N 
Eile | a | ais =silelz lai 4 S 
This Last e/2/8/8/eis/e/5 sielsi|e| 7 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title _ iz!O'aim@ialnlialivinidianli=! § 
ANTON KARAS (London) 
1 1 “Third Man Theme”—536........ 6 2 1 : 3g 4 5 4 63 
ANPREWS SIS-G. JENKINS (D) 
2 2 “I Wanna Be Loved”—27007... 2 2 2 3 - @ 52 
ne NAT “KING” COLE (Capitol) 
3 12 “Mona Lisa”—1010... es 5 8 S30 3 5S 2 9 41 
BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) 
4 5 “My Foolish Heart’—10623A.... 7 7 .. 9 1 4 2 7 40 
BILL SNYDER (Tower) 
5 6 “Bewitched”—1473_ . reer ire a ate At 3 6 2 1 10 33 
7 PERRY COMO (Victor) | 
6A 3 “Hoop-Dee-Doo”—20-3747 ....... 1 6 .. 1 5 31 
. GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
6B 7 “My Foolish Heart” —24830 10 3 4 4 3 31 
BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) 
6C “I Wanna Be Loved” —10716 beak 1 3 4 8 8 31 
AMES BROS. (Coral) 3 
7 10 “Sentimental Me”—60140 5 8 83 7 3 28 
KAY STARR (Capitol) 
8 11 “Bonaparte’s Retreat”—936 ToLT q 7 1 9 23 
ea GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
9 15 “Third Man Theme”—24839 co ee: 4 ; 3 1 18 
i GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
10A 4 “Bewitched”—(24983) 8 4 6 15 
’ DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
10B “Bewitched” —38689 ........... 2 5 15 
7 “DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
11 a *Hoop-Dee-Doo”-—38771 | 1 14 
PERCY FAITH (Columbia) 
ey i “I Cross My Fingers” —38786 6 2 12 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
13 18 “Roses” —20-3754 . * , 10 6 6 11 
HUGO WINTERHALTER (Victor) " 
144A 8 “Count Every Star”—20-3697B a 9 5 10 
ae MILLS BROS, (Decca) 
14B *“Daddy’s Little Girl”—24872..... .. 4 9 10 10 
my TONY MARTIN (Victor) ; 
14C “Don’t Care, Sun Don’t” —20-3755B ie * 30 err 6 6 10 
a LES PAUL (Capitol) 
14D i4 “Nola”—1014 = eee 1 ~10 
¥ DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
15A 13 “Count Every Star”—27042 tet Sis . s.. 40, $4 T 8 9 9 
MEL TORME (Capitol) 
15B 16 “Bewitched” —1000 betes e esses 2 9 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
TSC “It Isn’t Fair’—20-3609.......... 6 7 9 
RAY ANTHONY (Capitol) 
15D “Count Every Star’—979........ ks. 6% 2 9 
1 2 3 4 5 
SOUTH PACIFIC | YOUNG MAN WITH! DIXIE BY DORSEY |IGENTLEMEN PREFER! ANNIE GET YOUR 
F I V E T O P Broadway Cast be eet . Jimmy Dorsey . esi , GUN 
Se Say j prt eA eces Hollywood Cast 
ALBUMS Columbia Columbia Columbia Columbia ake 
MM650 C198 C196 MM895 " 
ML4180 CL6106 CL6095 ML4290 E-509 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of | No. of 
Label Records Points | Label Records Points 
it <epcuannneeege eee ttt 6 151 | London ..... Keedeeakadeceaaes 1 63 
Capitol ee *e . eeeeeeeereeee 5 100 Columbia eeeeeeaeeeeeeeeee . 3 41 
VECIOF once cccccceccccccccesese 5 71 | Tower ...... cece eececevces ooee A 33 
EE eS ainely aie os og 2 eS ere ete eee 1 28 

















New York 


Charlie Shaver will head Tommy 
Dorsey’s “Five Men of Note” jazz 
unit when the band opens at the 
Astor Roof in July ... Sonny Dun- 
ham orch opens at the Capitol the- 
atre, N. Y., Aug. 8 for two weeks 
... Gene Krupa took off this week 
on a series of one-niters in the 
far west . . . Don Cornell waxing 
hillbilly duets for RCA Victor with 
Rosalie Allen ... Ruth Dales, sec- 
retary to Sidney Mills at Mills Mu- 
sic, weds Mike Schachter, aero- 
|mautical engineer, July 29... 
_Elliot Lawrence booked for a 
| three-day stand at the Steel Pier, 
| Atlantic City, July 7-9... Danny 
Riccardi, who left the Lawrence 
‘outfit several months ago, has re- 
joined the outfit ... Ray Anthony 
orch booked into the Surf Club, 
| Virginia Beach, July 14 for one 
_week, following with a series of 
one-niters spread between other 
week-long dates. 





| 
| 


Chicago 
Sol Wagner, ex-bandleader and 


iformer contactman for Music Pub- 


lishers Holding Co. here, took 
over the Chappell and T. B. Harms 
| Chicago offices, replacing Ed Rich- 
|man... London, which picked up 
two Lorry Raine masters two weeks 


/ago, bought two more, “I Remem- | 


ber” and “We've Met Before.” 
/Masters were on the Universal 
|Label, and ‘We've Met Before” 
features a recitation by Chi deejay 
John McCormick .. . Joe Whalen, 
‘former Bregman-Vocco-Conn con- 
tactman here, off to New York with 
a couple of new songs for a try at 
starting his own publishing firm. 
.. . Tommy Ryan into Kennywood 
Park, Pittsburgh, Aug. 7 for two 
, weeks .. . Larry Fotine to Peony 
| Park, Omaha, week of Aug. 8... 
Harry Revel has written words and 
|music for the official song of the 
Chicago Lake Front Fair, “The 
|Chicago Fair Waltz” ... Bill 
|Hansen, of Associated Music Pub- 
‘lishers, in from Toronto to confer 
| with Broadcast Music officials here. 
'... Harry Fox, New York licensing 
|agent, in town on business . . 
Harmonicats will do a short for 
Universal Pictures here July 5. 
They then go to the Bell Reive 
hotel, Kansas City, for a return 
|engagement starting July 14... 
‘Bill Farrell starts the first of his 
| stay-near-Chicago engagements at 


| 

the Blue Note Aug. 4 for two 
/weeks. Farrell has a teevee show 
| originating from Chi Monday 
|nights that starts Aug. 7, so he 
| must remain within one-day travel- 


|ling distance of Chi... Clyde 

McCoy into _ Hotel Claridge, 

'Memphis, July 28 for two weeks. 
Hollywood 

Lionel Hampton, one -niting 


_ around Southern California, played 
/ successive dates at Balboa Rendez- 
| vous, Mission Beach Ballroom, San 
| Diego and at the “Cavalcade of 
Jazz’ at Wrigley Field ... Joe 
Reichman returns to the Mark 


Exchange Plan 
Fading Out 78s 
In Longhair Field 


| Fadeout of 78 rpm disks in the 
longhair field before the end of 


this year has been signalized by 
a series of exchange plans formu- 
lated by three major diskeries, 
Under a procedure designed to un- 
thaw frozen stocks of shellacs on 
the retailer shelves, RCA Victor, 
Mercury and London have agreed 
to exchange old shellacs for new 


long-playing merchandise under 
specified ratios. 
Decca and Columbia have not 


joined the plan, but these disk- 
eries have been pressing virtually 
no longhair shellacs since the intro 
of LP. 

Victor plan, which will go into 
effect over the next three months, 
provides for the exchange of 78's 
at the ratio of $1 value for every 
$5 purchase of 45 rpm stock. Mer- 
cury’s liquidation plan is -similar 
to Victor’s while London is offer- 
ing to take back $1 of shellac for 
every $3 ordered on their long- 
playing product. 


Shaw Robbed 


Cincinnati, June 27. 


A stopover here last week cost 
the loss to Artie Shaw of $4,380. 
It represented 10 watches, three 
sets of cufflinks, a cigaret case and 
lighter, and $180 stolen from his 
room in the swank Terrace Plaza, 
he told police Wednesday (21). 

He checked in at the hotel late 
Tuesday, an off day between dance 
dates for his band in Louisville 





' and Columbus. 


[Pern digerpene drags is 





Hopkins hotel, San Francisco, 
tonight (27) for a _ three-month | 
stand. 


_ Charlita’s femme orch opened 
indefinite stand at Larry Potter's 
Supper Club... Jerry Gray took | 
four former Glenn Miller sidemen | 
into his touring orch; saxist Willie | 
Schwartz, trombonist Jimmy Prid-| 


.| dy and trumpeters Dale McMickles 


and Johnny Best ... Sheldon| 
Smith, formerly pianist with the. 
old Bob Crosby band, joined the | 
Milt Herth trio at Catalina Island | 
Casino . . . Gert Galian orch suc-| 
ceeded Bobby Ramos crew in dish- 
ing the rhumbeat at Ciro’s 
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it's Music By 
JESSE GREER 


Program Today Yesterday's 


SLEEPY 
HEAD 


(Shapiro, Bernstein, Inc.) 


TONIGHT 


TONI ARDEN 
Bag with Percy Faith Orch. & Chor. 
ae Columbia 
RUSS CASE ORCHESTRA 
With Ray Charles Vocal 
M-G-M 
TONY MARTIN 


with Henri Rene Orchestra 
RCA Victor 
and more coming 


=" MILLER MUSIC CORPORATION 





































PROGRAM THE NEW 
WEDDING STANDARD 
DOROTHY STEWART'S 


GIVE ME 
YOUR HAND 


LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 
1619 Broadway, N. Y. 19 
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~ Inside Orchestras—Music 


d by extensive pluggings from disk jockey Art Ford, a French 
tagged “Bolero” has copped such listener interest in the New 
tropolitan area that Mills Music had Mitchell Parish write an 
Ivrie to the Paul Durand music. New version ig labeled “All 
My Love” and it’s been earmarked as the firm's next “drive” tune. 
company prexy Jack Mills acquired it on a European junket. Unaware 
that Mills owned the number, Ford also was impressed by the song on 
a recent continental trip. For the past two months he’s been spinning 
waxings of Jacqueline Francois and Georges Guetary in the original 
French lyric. Ditty first came to light on the soundtrack of the French 
fim, “Scandals on the Champs Elysees. 


Aide 
jmport 
York me 
English 





In the middle of a flock of adaptations of commercial jingles into 
pop tunes, such as “Happy Feet” from the Miles Shoes radio jingle 
and “Three Little Rings” from the Ballantine beer rhythm spot. 
rca Victor has disked a pop tune which is a straight commercial for 
Number is “Hilton Caribe,” composed by Miguelito Valdes 


a hotel 

















and P. Lopez. Valdes cut the ——— Three Beaus and a Peep. 
f jf tact major chain stores with the 
Tin Pan Pattern }/ aim of reestablishing sheet music 
jf; counters. Another basic proposal 
Continued from page 43 Se will call for the industry to con- 





duct survevs of sheet music 
tomers, past and present. 
Reps of the leading publishers 
are meeting today (Wed.) to iron 
out specific pub problems before 
going to the industry-wide confer- | 
ence. Publisher reps to the meet 
are Levy, with Arnold Shaw as his 
lieutenant; lra Wiegard, of Breg- 
man, Vocco & Conn: Sam Snetiker, 
of Chappell; Bernie Prager, of Rob- 


am tieups and possibly mag ad- cus- 
SPA has come up with 
a partial solution to the thorny 
problem with an offer to pro- 
duce a show with leading 
eleffers. all moneys received going 
into a promotional fund to be sup- 
plemented by publishers’ contribu- 


1ioT 
LiOns 


An 


vertiSiInkg 


coin 
video 










one immediate possi- 
one proposal slated for the 


more 


ilies 








agenda calls for the appointment —~ mean, — mari Bradley, 
of an industry delegation to con- E. H. Morris. Walter Douglas wil 
also attend the conference § as 

poems ————s psig MPPA board chairman. 
a Reps of the SPA are Abel Baer, 
{oe C ushkin Louis Alter, Peter deRose. Vfe 
Jo Mizzy. Joseph Meyer, Jesse Greer 
and Charles Tobias. SPA _ vice- 


and trio 


prexy who has been playing a lead- 
ing role in the organization of the 
industry committee. Bob Miller 
will represent the MPCE. Trade- 
papers have also been invited to 
join the committee. 














Shapiro-Bernstein 


Loa Continued from page 43 
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: they did in district court, to ap- 
peal Judge Igoe’s publication rul- 
| ing. 





|} Meanwhile. Harry Fox, who rep- 
resents Shapiro-Bernstein as a li- 
censing agent, was in town last 
week, and conterred with Schaeffer 
on the possibility of bringing in 
additional lawvers to aid Schaeffer 
with the appeal. No decisions were 
made, however. 

Edward H. Norton, Miracle Rec- 
ords attorney, will go into district 
court Friday (30) on a petition for 
legal costs. He'll ask Judge Igoe, 
for “reasonable costs” for his work | 
for defending Miracle. Should) 
Judge Igoe grant costs at that time, 
Schaeffer will probably appeal the, 
costs assessment along with the 
rest of the decision. 


HERATON HOTEL Fem 


ERNEST ANOERSON, $40 &. 52 St., N.Y. 
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THIS YEAR EVERYBODY WILL 
CELEBRATE THANKSGIVING 


z, UIT 
“JOHNNY 
PILGRIM 


HILL & RANGE 


SONGS, INC. AV 
bs “Tuxedo Junction.” 
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Deep River Boys and Erskine, 
Hawkins’ orch teamed last week) 
for a new RCA Victor waxing of | 


SETA: ae 
DED RSS R IPRS Harts 



























ROY STEVENS 


and His Orchestra 
Featuring PATRICIA LAIRD 


Currently ROSELAND Ballroom, N. Y. 
and HELD OVER, Indef. 


CBS NETWORK 
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Exclusive Management 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 
Chicago 
203 No. Wabash 





































New York 


Hollywood 
745 5th Ave. PI. 9-4600 


9151 Sunset Bivd. 








Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Third Man Theme” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Bewitched” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“IT Wanna Be Loved” 
Seiler on Coin Machines 
“Bewitched” 

Best British Seller 
“My Foolish Heart” 


Irving Katz Quits Apollo 
To Join Children’s Guild 


After five years as sales man- 
ager for Apollo Records, N. Y.., 
Irving Katz is exiting the company. 
On July 1 Katz joins the staff of 
Children’s Record Guild, N. Y. kid- 
die diskery. He’ll hold down the 
Same position at his new job as he 
did at Apollo. 

_ CRG, incidentally, is expanding 
its operation. Outfit, which up till 








now has been operating in the 
U. S.,_ Canada and Europe as a 
club, is preparing to enter the 


commercial field. Katz’s initial task 
for the company, following the Na- 
tional Assn. of Music Merchants 
meet being held in Chicago in 
July, will be to set up national dis- 
tribution. Records put out by the 
Guild are designed to create an 
understanding of music in juves 
ranging in age from two to eight. 

The Guild, which began oper- 
ating in January, will back its 
entry into the commercial market 
with a big promotion campaign. 
Ads will be taken in Life, McCall’s. 
American Weekly, This Week and 
other mags. CRG is currently 
Sporting a catalog of 12 platters 
but expects to have a list of 24 by 
next Christmas. 
both 78 and 45 rpms. The stand- 
ard speed will sell for $1.10, while 
it's still being decided what to 
charge for the 45s. The Guild is 
headed by Milo Sutliff and John 
Stevenson, owners of the Grev- 
stone Press and its subsidiary book 
clubs, the Executive Book Club, 
Fiction Book Club and Book So- 
ciety, 





Bagette Songs chartered in Al- 
bany to conduct a music publish- 
ing business in New York, with 
capital stock of 200 shares, no par 
value. 











Renewal Rights 


Continued from page 43 








signment of renewal rights before 
the death of her husband. 

Third point which Feist legalite 
Julian T. Abeles raises is the fact 
that Morris only indexed a pur- 
ported assignment by Mrs. Erdman 
to the tune, “Nobody’s 
heart,” in the U. S. Copyright Of- 
fice. Defendant allegedly 





signment other than ‘‘Sweetheart.” 
Action also charges that Morris 


' notified Feist of its claim under the 
| 1945 


assignment and _ that it 
| planned to exercise it by requiring 
the American Society of Compos- 
|ers, Authors & Publishers to make 
|future performance rights pay- 
| ments on the nine tunes to it ‘Mor- 
| ris), Moreover, the complaint 
| states, no Erdman co-writer ever 
lassigned his renewal rights to 
| Morris. 

Aside from an injunction, Feist 
asks damages sustained as a con- 
| sequence of the alleged infringe- 
|ment as well as an accounting of 
| profits. Now a partner in the firm 
of Bregman, Vocco & Conn, third 
party defendant Chester Conn de- 
'clared in New York this week that 
_he had never authorized anyone to 
| make an assignment to Morris. He 
| collabed with Erdman on “Daddy 
'Blues” and “What’l!: You Do?” 
| Vogel Music is involved as a de- 
fendant through virtue of renewal 
| rights it holds to “‘Tee-Pee Blues,” 
| through an assignment from Roger 
Lewis, co-writer of the tune with 
Erdman, 





| Stand here Aug. 23. 


Disks will sell on | 


Sweet- | 


never | 
made any entries with the Register | 
of Copyrights on the Erdman as-. 


4-Day Western Music 


Contest for Vancouver | 


Vancouver, B. C., June 27. 


A four-day western music con- 


test featuring competition among 
square dance orchs, 


dance callers and vocalists will tee- 


| off the annual Pacific National Ex- 


hibition, which begins an 11-day 
In prior years 
productions built around name at- 
tractions such as Jimmy Durante 
(1948) and Edgar Bergen (1949) 
were used to open the Fair. 

First prize winners among the 
square dance orchs, western group 
vocalists and individual femme and 
male singers will be awarded 
$1,000. Wilf Carter, Canadian 
western singer, will head a panel 
of judges. 





Dave Kapp, Decca vice-prexy, 
due in N. Y. from Coast this 
week. 


barbershop | 
| quartets, oldtime fiddlers, square- 


ADMIRAL, TV MER., SUES 
TO RESTRAIN DISK CO. 


A suit asking for an injunction 
to restrain Admiral Records, N. Y., 
from using the trademark “Ad- 
miral” was filed this week in N.Y. 
federal court by Admiral Corp., 
manufacturer of television and 
radio sets, among other electrical 
appliances. Claiming unfair com- 
petition caused by an infringement 
of its trademark and a violation of 
its common law trademark rights, 
plaintiff's charge also asks that all 
platters pressed by the diskery be 
impounded and that an accounting 
of profits derived from the alleged 
infringement be made. 

The radio-TV manufacturing 
outfit has been using Admiral as 
its corporative trademark since 
1941. The record company was 
formed last year. 
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AND FORECAST OF TOMORROW'S SONG HITS’ 





“BEST 
set "Tip": 
TIPPY TUNE is 
his pleasant 


Cash Box says 


&® RIPPY-TIPPY TUNE 
"Russ 


(Claremont )—A Billboard 
Morgan's (Decca) RIPPY- 
a dancey, catchy novelty in 


, commercial corn groove." 


"... alighthearted mel- 


ody that makes you wanna sing along with 


it." A “Best 


= 


GOODNIGHT IRENE (Spencer)—Rated 
of the week" by Cash Box and "picked" by 


TRADE 
RAVES! 


* 


Billboard is 


Gordon Jenkins’ 


Bet." 


- 7 + * * 


"Disk 


this sensational side by 
Orch. and the Weavers. 


"Can't miss"—"top noteh*——"superb"—and 
other raves are circulating. 


+ 


GIVE A BROKEN HEART A CHANCE TO CRY 
(Porgie)—Eddie Fisher and Hugo Winter- 


GETTING 
ACTION 


* 


. * * ® * 


halter (RCA Victor) receiving action on 
this new release, while Lee Shearin (Lon- 
don) is doing very well inthe juke boxes. 
Tune shows great possibilities. 


* 
SAY WHEN (Duchess)—Evelyn Knight and 
Dick Haymes (Decca) team up for a smash. 
Radio Daily's “Jockey Jury," including 


“JOCKEY 
Jury" 
PICK 


* 


* * * * ® 





Paul Brenner 


(WAAT), Eddie Gallaher 


(WTOP) and Jack Lacey (WINS) finds the 


platter up with the winners. © 
Hayes (Mercury 
* 


RHYTHM 
HIT 


* 
Joe Liggins' 
comes a new 
(RCA Victor) 
demand. 


x ® 


iF YOU WERE MY GIRL 
Como (RCA Victor) latches onto this like- 


como 
bisc 


* 


{ 
; 


PINK CHAMPAGNE 
strong in the Rhythm and Blues lists, via 


Richard 


) is also clicking. 
* td * * * 


(Venice) — Already 


(Specialty) version, now 
release by Ralph Flanagan 
to bring the tune into pop 


* * * 
(Duchess) — Perry 


* 


ly tune and turns out a dise that will re- 


ceive topplay. 


The Como talent was never 


better than on this item. 


! * 
DADDY FROM GEORGIA WAY 
Chester (Columbia) offers this rhythm in 
effective style. 


| CATCHING 
ON 


* 


* * * 5 ® 


(Life) — Bob 


With Stuart Foster on 


the vocal, dise receives a nod from Cash 
Box, towit: "... an ultra fast melody 


own.” 


7 * 
EY 


ty 
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that might catch on... should hold its 


Broapcast Music, Inc. 


580 FIFTH AVENUE, 


HOLLYWOOD 


NEW YORK 19, 
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English Lyric by Gordon Jenkins 
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VIC DAMONE & CHORUS 
MITCH MILLER 


Mercury 





CROMWELL MUSIC, INC. 








New Music and Arr. by S..: Ross 


ON JENKINS-THE WEAVERS 


Taalelie. e 


» 119 West 57th Street * New York 19,.N. Y. © JUdson 6-2598 


ave You Programmed The Undisputed Summer Smash? 
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RALPH FLANAGAN 
and discs by Rainbow, London, Capitol, M-G-M coming 
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Most Talked-About Song in Music History— |} ‘Pitesict_* beat Musical. th 
Local 802 Gets $59,000 | ,, %.4. BROWN sIcNED 
’ H. Arthur Brown, conductor of Ma 
; , | the Tulsa Philharmonic, signed by 
‘ Back Pay in B way Pact Continental Records, N. Y., to or 
Local 802, American Federation Make a series of recordings. He tio 
of Musicians, signed a two-year | will fly to Vienrta Aug. 5 to record Ha 
t1 i hits tee ‘Minis ; t works of Beethoven, Brahms, nan 
pact last week with the Paramount, | Mozart and De Falla with the “0 
Strand and Capitol theatres on Vienna Symph. Ki 
Broadway in a settlement of the eee 
traveling band dispute. Co: 
I ZEN A I ZENA l ZENA Agreement gives the New York | NEW REVIVALS 
we by by] union a guarantee of 26 weeks em- a 
ployment for local bands at a min- ‘F [ Lik Y . _ 
s Th 
imum scale of $151 per week per xact y i @ ou kid 
sh 


Music (First Two Parts) by Issacher Miron (Michrovsky) |} m2 Retroactive to last Septem ‘You’re a Sweetheart’ 


ber, pact gives the union $59,000 
as a 25° settlement on the musi- 






















































































® . cians’ claim for back pay. 
(Third Part) by Julius Grossman Union lawyers declared the agree- - NI 
ment with the Broadway presenta- . 
tion houses gained the same con- Standards by 
° : . ditions for Local 802 that the - 
Lyrics by Mitchell Parish Akron musicians’ local recently Jimmy MeHugh 
won after a long legal battle with 7 I 
theatres in that city. New pact will | to] 
run to September, 1951. | 
ANY INFRINGEMENT ON THIS COPY- Agreement on the traveling jo 
RIGHT WILL BE PROSECUTED TO THE bands’ playing time ends a long | PUBLICITY NEVER FAILS gel 
3 FULLEST EXTENT OF THE LAW. ispute wit the Broadway houses to, mene some dent, do some good. 507 
, proved the union’s demands for I've got a Selietal vorphetion San am or 
standby crews. || always pitching. For two weeks you one 
3 [| Sill be*chirping’ forthe cours trade F 
a | erman Set In Da as | c/o al Deliv sou 
1619 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. H Set In Dall | General Delivery 
West Coast—6533 Hollywood Blvd., Dallas, June 27. wee oe oe 
; a Hollywood 28. Calif Woody Herman band has been TIM GAYLE Coc 
y ' . booked for a one-night stand here) Pann . » Management Mo 
f at Louanns for July 14, 9 Sae Sere Serer Spo 
| Str 
\ Sid 


Here’s A Real Live Rhythm Hit! 


APPY FEET 


Lyric by Al Stillman — Music by Roy Ross 


Be 
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TONI HARPER Columbia ® ROY ROSS Coral © TOMMY DORSEY RCA Victor (and more to’ follow 
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Chi Fair Needs Plenty Revamping, 


More Showmanship Would Help Toc 





Chicago, June 27. + 


If the Chicago Lake Front Fair 
of 1950 expects to become an an- 
nual affair, and that’s the plan of 
its executive manager Crosby 
Kelly, it will have to do a great 
deal of revamping of its present 


| 


The Fair opened Saturday | 


Sheraton Talent Booker 
Off on ‘Name’ Quest 


; Boston, June 27. 
‘ Arki-Yavenson, director of talent 
or 


the Sheraton hotels chain, | 


-| Downey, Tucker, Lewis 


Set for Spa’s Piping Rock 

Morton Downey has been signed 
for _the Piping Rock, Saratoga 
Springs, opening show, July 31. 
Frank Libuse and Landre and 
Verna, plus a line, will comprise 
the rest of the display. Sophie 
Tucker comes in Aug. 8 for five 
days, and a new show is slated for 
Aug. 13, which will wind the sea- 
son, 

Joe E. Lewis will headline finale 
show, with the Di Gatanos and 
Susan Miller also set for that bill. 

Piping Rock is being operated 








setup. : which includes the Oval Room of j 
(24), on site of last year’s Railroad | Hub’s Copley Plaa, left last week | “4 ght ciersons amie Le 
Fair, with a general industry | for a scouting tour of Hollywood.| Walters, LQ op, is staging the 
theme. However, this year's he | to line up names for | shows. 

or season. | 
ing leaves much to be desired.| past season policy or using name 
While it’s understandable that | attractions proved highly successful | “ 
manufacturers’ exhibits are needed and Yavenson intends to continue | atin varter 
and that time was short, education- policy next season. Room paid off eae 
al exhibits are few, and in many nicely with such attractions as 
cases not too well setup. Excep- Rudy Vallee, Kay Thompson, Lena | 
tions, however, follow the old give-|Horne and_ Fk.ankie Laine, but | runes ent ul 
away appeal, with the Bell Tele- | lesser names proved disappointing. | 


phone packing its building via free 
long-distance calls, the National 
Tea Grocery presenting cases of 
eatables, and a few others of lesser 
note doing likewise. What is most | 
interesting is the atomic exhibition | 
of Westinghouse, even to the farm 
folk. Bihourly talks on the atom 
has a 400-seat theatre full most of 
the time. 

What the expo needs most is the | 
guiding hand of a showman like | 
Billy Rose or Mike Todd. There’s 
no ballyhoo, no color or music to | 
perk up the weary traveler. With | 
the gate tab 50c, and practically all | 
paid attractions that price or more, | 
it adds up to a sizeable top for the | 
man with a family along. On the 
other hand, a favorable note is the 
increase of inexpensive eateries 
and lounging facilities. What free 
attraction areas there are not 
particularly appealing, with talent 
being from amateur ranks with few 
exceptions. 

Tab Musicals Okay 


In the boxoffice pullers the pag- 
eant, which was the main draw of 
the Railroad Fdir, continues to 
pack ‘em in. It has changed its 
theme to accent on industry. Score 
by Isaac Van Grove gives it a dy- 
namic quality. Another standby is 
the Cypress Water Show, which 
puts on an excellent water-thrill 
show with young swimmers. 
Charles Blake presents a musical 
theatre-in-the-round with a_ top- 
flight cast. Condensed versions of 
“The Mikado,” “Of Thee I Sing,” 
“Merry Widow” and “On the 
Town” alternate in four times daily 
offering with Jack Harrold doing 
a sock job as Lord High Execu- | 
tioner in the “Mikado” and Bill | 
Hayes revealing a fine flair for 
comedy as well as a strong voice in 
“Of Thee I Sing.” Staging by Jess 
Kimmel, using a ramp stage sans 


Already booked for next season | 


are Hildegarde, Billy DeWolfe, 
Benny Goodman and Charles 
Laughton with Elsa Lanchester. 


Furope-Bound 


Spenders Hike 
Biz in N.Y. Cafes 


New York hotels and cafes have 
been running counter to the gen- 
eral trend throughout most of the 
U.S. Business in the remaining 
cafes during the past month has 
been heavier than in comparable 
periods during the past few years, 





‘and grosses in some instances ap- 
| proach 


the takes of the wartime 
years. 


One of the reasons for the in- 
crease is ascribed to the heavy 
travel to Europe. Those making 
the European jaunts are arriving 
in New York earlier and spending 
a few days here, so that the hotels, 
cafes and some of the top legiters 
are cashing in on the visitor in- 
flux. ' 

Hotels are at capacity or near. 
There also has been turnaway busi- 
ness in some spots. 

Another reason 
than normal 
New York. Most are in to line up 
fall stocks. 


The niteries currently operating 


‘are doing better than normal sum- 


mer business. Situation is unlike 
that of former years due to fewer 
top cafes. Copacabana, Latin Quar- 


is the heavier | 
gang of buyers in| 





scenery, is of Broadway calibre. ter and Riviera, latier in Ft.-Lee, 
Costumes and lighting are colorful. N. J., are doing handsomely. Dia- 

Also new is a tent circus with |mond Horseshoe has picked up 
top acts such as The Langs, teeter- | Somewhat but late business isn’t 








boarders, getting a hefty hand. too heavy. Versailles is holding its 
kiddie theatre. Bad feature is that| The cafe business, for 
Shows run on too close sked and| Month, is more profitable ae 
(Conti /usual. With the exception 0 the 
inued on page £3) | Riviera, the clubs are operating on 
0, |Lee spot has trimmed its talent 
NEW M LIQUOR TAX | expenditure since last night (Tues.) 
around 
s d getting as much 
Los Angeles, June 27. ia 7 
Pi nitesies, looking forward | 
etter business when the cabaret | 
lax is sliced, got an unexpected 
Setback last week. The las An- | UNION YANKS SHOW 
5% tax on liquor sold by the drink | 
= ed the bottle. Present levy “4 Reno, June 27. 
e-nalf of 17%. | Eddie Rio, American Guild of 
Rap will hit all downtown and Variety Artists Coast chief, landed 
spots as the Biltmore Bowl and the | ritory and promptly yanked a floor- 
oa Oanut Grove. However, Ciro’s,| show out of Columbo's nitery. 
‘ ocambo and other Sunset Strip| Rio said spot had never been en- 
Spots are unaffected since the | franchised by AGVA but he found 
Side city jurisdiction. chorines—all AGVA members— 
working the spot without a con- 
tract. What’s more, Rio declared, 
'they were working for less than 


There is also an ice show and a Own. 
|smaller budgets. At that the Ft. 
when Jackie Miles at 
HITS L.A. NITERIES | s3.500 replaced Danny Thomas, 
geles City Council ‘voted to slap a| FROM RENO NITERY 
southside bistros and such hotel) in town on a swing around his ter- 
Strip is in L.A. County, and out-| a dance team, a comic and six 
scale so he ordered ’em out. 





Berle May Play Summer 
Vaude Dates at 306, % 


thea Berle is being offered to. Colonna’s Vaude Tour 
hokaan and cafes for summer | Hollywood, June 27. 
up oi Asking price has been | Jerry Colonna tees a four-week 
dian’ considerably due to come-| personal appearance tour in the 
series Gap Ee stature via his | east next week, opening at the 
bein * tor Texaco on NBC-TV. He's | Capitol in Washington, July 6. 
conte submitted at $30,000 and per-| " Subsequent weekly dates take 
$15,000 ron eekly for theatres ond | him to Shay’s, Buffalo, the ‘Atlantic 
B 0 for cafes. | City Steel Pier, and the Olympia, 
a — was originally slated to do| Miami. After winding the Miami 
mor pt Warner Bros. this sum-| date, C@onna returns here to con- 
avail but suitable script wasn’t| tinue network negotiations on his 
—— video show, planned for a fall bow. 





this | 


Lou Walters, operator of the 
Latin Quarter, N. Y., is shaving all 
|talent salaries 20%. 
| previously appeared at his spot for 
| $1,000 weekly will be especially 
| hit. Small acts will not be sub- 
| jected to the-cut. 

One of the first acts to come 
| under ukase is Sophie Tucker, who 
| got $7,500 the last time she ap- 
peared there. Miss Tucker, this 
week, inked for $6,500. 
| Walters said that while business 
| is good at the present time, a 
| sudden twist could put him in the 
|minus column. He illustrated that 
;point by citing that the cafe 
dropped $48,000 in three months 
last summer. 

Walters stated that salaries of 
most performers working his spot 
are still on the inflationary war- 
time level, whereas business is 
below that era. 

The Latin Quarter is in a par- 
ticularly fortuitous position at this 
point inasmuch as the top nitery 
| showcases in town have dwindled 
ito this spot and the Copacabana. 
Agents must frequently come to 
terms with Walters if certain acts 
need N. Y. showcasing. 


Dance Act Can Work Full 
Year in Europe Without 
Repeat; Swiss Costs High 


Zurich, June 15. 

A dance act can work a consecu- 
tive year in Europe without re- 
peating, according to Eddie Root 
| (Renee &), current at the Baur- 
'au-lac hotel here. Hotel, Root says, 
has been using terp-twains as the 
|sole act for the past five years. 
‘each with engagements from two 
‘to five weeks. 

Switzerland is good for two to 
‘four months of work; Madrid can 
offer another month, and engage- 
ments of similar length can be se- 
cured in Portugal and the Scandi- 
navian countries as well as the 
casinos and cafes in Italy, France 
and England. With the food ban 
off in England, cafe work for per- 
formers has increased consider- 
ably. 

However, living prices have in- 
| creased considerably in Switzer- 
|land, Root stated. In 1934, when 
| Root previously played this coun- 
_try, living was cheapest in Europe. 
|Room and meals cost around $2 
| per person. Today a hotel room 
‘in Zurich is $65 weekly, rates be- 
leer at $10 daily, and a meal 
in a medium-priced restaurant is 
$3 t6 $4. And there are no cheap 
restaurants. Switzerland, He de- 
clared, is currently the most ex- 
pensive country in Europe as far 
as living costs are concerned. On 
the other hand, Root says his sal- 
ary is $50 a week more than it was 
in 1934. 

The winter skiing season con- 
tributes more work for performers. 
Hotels in St. Moritz and Dravos 
add two months to the work that 
is available to performers. A two- 
month run for a dance team, Root 
observes, is practically a career in 
| America. 


Abbott-Costello to Glasgow 
Glasgow, June 20. 
_ Bud Abbott and Lou Costello 
will top the Empire bill here open- 
|ing July 3. The Empire is the 
| leading vaude house in Scotland. 
Top prices for Abbott and 
Costello week will be $1.12 as 
| against the usual 75c. Other 
U. S. acts skedded for appearances 
| here are Peggy Ryan and Ray Mac- 
Donald 
(July 10) and Nicholas Bros. 
Deep River Boys (July 17). : 
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Agents Nix AGVA’s Free Franchises, 
Preferring to String Along With ARA 





AGVA, Leon & Eddie’s Get 
Deal for Celebrity Nights 


A compromise has been reached | 
between the American Guild of 
Variety Artists and Eddie Davis, 
operator of Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y., 
regarding the Sunday night celeb- 
rity shows. All performers ap- | 





-+ Artists Representatives 
‘organization of talent agents, is 


Assn., 


preparing to fight the American 
Guild of Variety Artists’ edict 
passed at union’s recent convention 
which calls for issuing of franchises 
sans fee to agents and banning 
agent representation on arbitra- 
tion boards where issues involve 
performers. 

-ARA at a meeting last week 
passed a resolution which calls for 


pearing at such affairs will get|an agreement whereby percenters 
scale pay and guests coming up to | will not apply for individual fran- 
do a turn will be similarly com-'|chises to the union, but will go 
pensated. 'through ARA, which continues as 

Leon & Eddie’s had run celebrity |their bargaining agent with the 
nights consistently until banned at|union. Agents, under the resolu- 
the AGVA convention in Philadel-|tion, declare they will not accept 
phia early this month. Under the | franchises through the union even 
new setup they will be known as /if they’re proffered. Group also 
guest nights. | declared it would sell acts without 


Thelma Carpenter was honored | 
guest at Leon & Eddie’s this past | 





Hotels in Pitch 
For Cultural 


Summer Trade 


Hotels, both rural and urban, are 
making pitches to capture the cul- 
tural trade this summer. Many 
bonifaces, either unable or unwill- 
ing to pay big sums for perform- 
ers who have hithertoo been box- 
office draws, are now attempting | 


to entice trade with lectures by au- 
thors, critics, news commentators, 
college professors, artists and legit | 
actors. 


Many resort innkeepers feel that | 
summer guests would like to get | 
away from the usual entertainment 
fare, namely, that offered as year- 
round lures in niteries. Indications | 
that the swing is to the cultural | 
side is seen in the projected growth | 
of the arena theatre ideas in hotels | 
and ballrooms. 


Policy has long been successfdl | 


at summer camps such as Camp | 
Tamiment, Tamiment, Pa., and the | 
nearby Camp Unity, latter being | 
run by the International Ladies 


Garment Workers’ Union. 


One of the more ambitious pro- 
grams is being undertaken by 
Walter Jacobs at the Lake Tarleton 
hotel, Pike, N. H. Jacobs will inau- 
gurate the White Mountain Festi- 
val of the Seven Arts next month. 
He has lined up a series of events 
which call for appearances of Rob- 
ert Coleman, drama critic of the 
N. Y. Mirror; Robert Garland, N.Y. 
Journal-American critic; Sam Jaffe, 
legit and screen actor; Charles 
Jackson, author of “Lost Week- 
end”; Waverly Root, author of “The 
Secret History of World War II”; 
producer Lee Sabinson, Emanuel 
Friedman, foreign news editor, 
N:Y. Times; Umberto Romano, art- 
ist; John C. Adams, economics pro- 
fessor at nearby Dartmouth; John 
G. Gasely history professor at the 
same institution; Richard Joseph, 
author and traveller; Ed Weiner, 
disk jockey, publicist and author 
of “The Damon Runyon Story”; 
Barry Gray, radio commentator, 
and Dewey D. Stone, industrialist. 
Sharman Adams, New Hampshire’s 
governor, will inaugurate the se- 
ries. The Yankee Troupers, head- 
ed by Jack Golbert will continue 
arena-type presentations at that 
resort, 


N.Y. WILL GET SHRINE 
CONVENTION NEXT YEAR 


New York will get the Shrine | 











| Convention in June, 1951. Accord-|show to hit New York. 


a franchise if AGVA cancels the 
agreement (Rule B) now in effect. 
Existing exclusive agency contracts 
with variety artists will continue in 
force until expiration date. Asso- 
ciation says that acts not then 
signed with agencies will be at a 


‘loss in obtaining bookings. 


Resolution stated, “ARA believes 
that the members and purchasers 
of talent understand and appre- 
ciate the position of the agén® and 
the agents’ association far more 
than the directors and officers of 
AGVA and that they will make 
their feelings known to AGVA and 
stand by the agents. It’s the func- 
tion of AGVA to protect perform- 
ers salaries and working conditions, 
but it’s the agent’s job to attain the 
employment at a maximum for 
each client.” 


ARA further agreed that if any 
one agent should be “lured” by 
AGVA into acecpting an individual 
contract, the others will not do 
business with him. » 

The ARA _ resolution § further 
charged that union acted in bad 
faith. Since March of last year, it 
was charged, ARA _ approached 
AGVA for negotiations on the re- 
newal of Rule B and had been 
led to believe a new contract 
would result. Group declared that 
they helped AGVA maintain its 
solvency by its agreement not to 
book actors in arrears to.the union 
and helped bring considerable rev- 
enue into AGVA. They. claim 
AGVA agreed to recognition of 
ARA as the agents rep and that 


ARA retain the dues paid by its 
members. 

Henry Dunn, AGVA’s national 
administrative secretary, stated 


that the union’s resolution passed 
in Philadelphia isn’t aimed at the 
destruction of ARA. Union’s sole 
desire is to issue individual fran- 
chises and it wants to handle dis- 
putes pertaining to its members 
without outside interference. 
AGVA, he said, has no objection 
to the continuation of ARA as an 
organization. 

AGVA’s resolution which calls 
for issuance of free franchises to 
all who apply, however, would 
handicap ARA operations. ARA 
gets majority of its operating reve- 
nue from the $50 charged by 
AGVA for the license. ARA in- 
stead got the franchise fee for polic- 
ing its members and thus saving 
AGVA considerable coin. 


CE FOLLIES’ CANCELS 
N. Y. GARDEN STAND 


“Ice Follies” will pass up an- 
nual N. Y. stand at Madison 
Square Garden. Reason hasn't 
been divulged. “Follies” generally 
played spot for 13 days, and by 
cancelling out, the auditorium will 
have that time to fill. Since period 
is at the height of the basketball 
season, it’s believed the hoopsters 
will fill in most of the time. 

“Follies” exit from the Garden 
leaves the Sonja Henie “Hollywood 
Ice Revue” as only major blades 
“Tce 





|ing to the N. Y. Convention bu-| Capades,” other major tank show 


' 


| 


| 





and 


reau, confab is expected to bring | 


families. Together with non-mém- 
bers, a total of 1,000,000 visitors is 
expected. Bureau also estimates 
that $10,000,000 will be spent dur- 
ing the shindig. 

Shriners ended their 1950 con-| 
vention two weeks ago in Los An-, 
geles. , 

Hotels, cafes and theatres are 
expected to benéfit by this influx 


(June 26), Allan Jones| of visitors, inasmuch as Shriners 
are considered a fairly wealthy; ceremonies used 


group and good spenders, 


o- 


| 


on the circuit, cannot revise its 


|in around 100,000 Shriners and | schedule to play New York this 


season. 





CLOSED ON LEWD RAP 


Youngstown, O., Jun@ 27. 

License of the Club Lido has 
been revoked for indecent enter- 
tainment and sales to minors. 

City policewomen testified that 
two entertainers were “suggestive” 
in stripteases, and the master of 
“naughty rou- 
tines.” 
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Hoppy's Moppet Appeal, Slick Acts 


Spark Cole Circus’ Stadium Stand 


By HERB GOLDEN 


New Yorkers, accustomed to 
their circuses in Madison Square 
Garden, got their chance last week 
to see how the other halt lives. 
Cole Bros. set up its rigging at the 
Yankee stadium in the Bronx. It 
was the first bigtime show to play 
outdoors in New York for a good 
many years. 

Despite Hopalong (Bill 
Cassidy and a topnotch assemblage 
of acts, New Yorkers were slow in 
grabbing at their opportunity. 
Whether it was lack of adequate 
bally, the unwillingness of adven- 
turers from other boroughs to 
chance the Bronx or the inefficacy 
of Hoppy as a Pied Piper in blase 
New York, the customers were ab- 
sent from Yankee Stadium in 
droves. 

While 10,000 patrons at a per- 
formance is nothing to be jeered at 
at any show, it unfortunately makes 
a mighty small handful in a 64,000- 


30vd 














seat arena. Biz was better for the 
2 
3 . 3 
Currently 
EMPIRE, GLASGOW, 
Scotland 


July 17 to Aug. 5 
SAVOY HOTEL, LONDON 


Mgt.: FOSTER’S AGENCY, London 
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Currently: 


EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL 
Chicago 





Direction: 
EDDIE ELKORT 
Lew & Leslie Grade, itd., Ine. 
250 West 57th Street e 
New Yerk, N. Y. 








| matinees, with the small-fry con- 


tingent out in full force in their 
Hopalong Cassidy uniforms. But 
the stadium never resembled the 
Yankees at home for a hot Sun- 
day afternoon double-header. Ad- 
mish was $3 for the boxes, $2 for 
reserved seats and $1 general ad- 
mission. 

Show preemed last Wednesday 
(21) night after being on the road 
since its opening in Chicago April 
24. It played nine performances 
in five days, closing Sunday (25) 
evening. It reopens at Ebbetis 
Field in Brooklyn this Friday (30) 
and plays through July 4, then con- 
tinuing its cross-country meander. 
Contrary to reports, the manage- 
ment insists that Boyd will be with 
the show throughout the summer. 

Radio-TV Bally Only 
has been considerable 
among showmen in New 
York of the ballyhoo techniques 
used in heralding the circus. 
Rather than going heavy on billing, 
as the Ringling show does, Cole 
threw its wad into video and radio, 
with particular emphasis on spots 
around the top kid programs. That 
would seem logical, since Boyd's 
popularity primarily a product 


There 
criticism 


is 


of those media. It was obviously, 
inadequate, however, for most New 
Yorkers queried at random last 


week were extremely vague about 
the show and its playdates. A more 
diversified campaign was obviously 
called for to bring the 575,000 cus- 
tomers that could be handled dur- 
ing the stand (bleachers weren't 
sold). That’s more than half the 
potential of Ringling Bros. in it» 
65-performance run at the 14,000- 
seat Garden. 

Unfortunately, that old show biz 
maxim, “Empty seats don’t ap- 
plaud,” holds too true and the lack 


of substantial crowds robbed a 
really first-rate show of some of 
the excitement it deserved. Other 


factors notwithstanding, Arthur M. 
Wirtz and James D. Norris ‘who 
each own one-third; as does Boyd’ 
have garnered the best acts in the 


business since they bought the 
Coles outfit last February § and 
merged it with their Barnes Bros 


setup. Bringing in Boyd was their 
topper, of course, and it paid off 
right away in Chicago when a 15- 
day engagement at the Wirtz-Nor- 
ris-owned stadium drew almost 
250,000 persons and $450,000. 
Road tour since then hasn't dupli- 
cated that scale of success by any 
means, but has apparently paid off. 
‘Hoppy’s’ Dynamic Reception 
Boyd comes into the arena on his 
hoss close to closing, to the accom- 
paniment of a deatening din from 
the moppets the second they eve 
him. They were making mad 
rushes last week down the aisles 
and over the dugout roofs to get 
closer to their 52-year-old grey- 
(Continued on page 53) 


| Fischer Dickering Lease 
| Of N.Y. House for Revues 


Negotiations are on between the 
Shuberts and Clifford C. Fischer for 
the lease of the Ambassador thea- 
tre, N. Y., which until recently had 


been a film house operated by the> 


Siritzkys. 

Fischer is expected to restore 
house to stage shows, possibly 
along liaes of his “Priorities” | 


shows, which he produced nearly | 
10 years ago in legit houses. Deal | 


is expected to be set this week. 
Upon completion of the deal, 
Fischer will air to Europe for sev- 


eral weeks. He was slated to plane 
over last week but delayed the 
jaunt to iron the deal 





AGVA May Absorb 


Burlesque Union 


Plan is underway for the Ameri- 
ean Guild of Variety Artists to ab- 
sorb the Brother Artists Assn., 
union covering burlesque perform- 
ers. The Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America last week ap- 
pointed a committee comprising A 
Frank Real, of the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists Reuben 
Guskin, Hebrew Actors Union and 
Jerry Baker of AGVA, which met 
with Henry Dunn, AGVA’s na- 
tional administrative secretary, 
and Tom Phillips, executive secre- 
taryv-organizer of BAA, to study 
possible merger. Committee will 
report back July 6. 

AGVA’s stance is that there will 
have to be an absorption of BAA 
since a continuation of the present 


status would result in jurisdic- 
tional friction between both 
unions Variety union also feels 


that it would be able to completely 
organize what is left of the bur- 
lesque field in a comparatively 
short time. 

There have been previous at- 
tempts to merge both unions. First 


pitch was made in 1940 when 
Hovt Haddock, then AGVA exec 
secretary, attempted to get both 
unions together feeling that since 
burley performers had to work 
both fields, their interests would 
best be served by one union. Plan 
was never consummated. Subject 
was again broached some years 


ago. but without result. This time. 
the 4A’s is taking an active inter- 
est in the proposed merger. 
BAA to Fight Merger 
Phillips is prepared to fight ab- 
sorption and will not surrender his 
charter to.AGVA without a fight. 
Phillips stated that under 
law, charges must be preferred 
and hearings must be held. Mean- 


while, Phillips declared, talk of ab- | 
sorption or merger will harm BAA | 
inasmuch as burley theatre opera- | 
tors now will not want to talk con- | 


tracts on ground they do not want 
to be in the middle of a jurisdic- 
tional dispute. 
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Direction: MCA 
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ters for our wonderful engagement at his 
Latin Quarter in New York. 


And, thanks to Mr. Ed Sullivan for our 
two consecutive appearances on his “Toast 
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Atlantic City Preps for Holiday Influx 


With Plenty Lures for Visitor Coin 


Atlantic City, June 27. 
Resort is prepping for what it 
hopes wiil be the best holiday 
crowds in years over the long July 


| 


4 weekend. | 


Most seasonal spots are in full. 


| swing and the year-round cafes and 


have augmented shows in 
prospect of the expected biz. With | 
hotel reservations heavier than in 
many years, the amusement dis- 
pensers figure they can’t miss. 
The Playhouse will open Friday 
(30) night with Bert Wheeler in 
“Harvey.” It is located in the old 
Hippodrome theatre on the pier. 
Steel Pier brings Danny Kaye into 
the Music Hall on Monday (2) and 
he'll continue until the following 
Saturday (8). Louis Prima will 
bring his dance band to the Marine 


hotels 


Mt. Resort Ops, 


AGVA Pact New 
Wage Scale 


Question of whether performers 
are emplovees or independent con- 
tractors when working the moun- 
tain resorts has been left in abey- 
ance pending a ruling from the 
social-security board. This com- 
promise was made last week prior 
to inking an agreement between 
the American Guild of Variety 
Artists and N.Y. mountain hotel 
operators. 

Minimimums. according to Henry 
Dunn, AGVA’s national adminis- 
trative secretary. call for Class A 
hotels to pay $30 per single per 
engagement; $50 for doubles, $65 
for trios, and $80 for quartets. In 
Class B spots, singles get $21.50, 
$37.50 for doubles, $37.50 for trios 
and $6 for quartets. All acts over 
four people will get $15 per person 
per engagement in class A hotels 
and $12.50 in Class B spots. 

AGVA is holding a meeting at 
midnight Thursday (29) at the 
Fraternal Clubhouse, N. Y., to ex- 
plain to new contract to its mem- 
bership. 


Carol Grauer On Own 


Montreal, June 27. 

Boniface Carol Grauer, who im- | 

presarioed the Semovar for 20 

years, has pulled out of the Bucha- | 

rest, where he has been for the | 

past three years, with plans to) 
start a boite of his own. 


New location is mid-town on Peel = 


Street and shows will feature small 
combo plus vocal offerings. 


ballroom on the end of the pier 
Friday (30). Backing Kaye in My. 
Music Hall will be Georgia Gibbs, 
the Dunhills and other acts. 

Top news of the week was the 
reported sale of Hotel Shelburne. 


| Frank Gravatt, former Steel Pier 
' owner and operator, disposed of his 


hotdings to a group headed by Max 
Malamut, operator of Hotel Break. 
ers. They will take possession on 
Friday (30). No changes in the 
operation will be effected, accord- 
ing to the announcement. Reported 
sale price was $3,000,000. 

As the season gets underway the 
long beach will have its full quota 
of guards, and the entire resort is 
geared for the summer visitors. 

A huge headache in the parking 
problem looms especially over 
weekends. A study is underway 
which may end in the formation of 
a Traffic commission which would 
be empowered to take steps to bet- 
ter conditions 

Weekend crowds were up to ex- 
pectations, despite hazy weather 
Sunday (25). 











THE NATION’S 
LEADING CONTROL ARTIST 


JACQUELINE 


HURLEY 


Currently until July Véth 
LARRY POTTER'S SUPPER CLUB 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
Opening July 7th, thru Aug. 


(5 weeks) 


BILTMORE BOWL, LA. 


(Retura Engagement) 
(Thanks Joe Faber) 


Opening Aug. 24th, thru Sept. éth 
HOTEL TAHOE VILLAGE 
Lake Tahee, Nev. 

Per. Mgt.: BERT COLLINS 


19th 
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**—EXCELLENT JOB as Master of Ceremonies.” 
—TV DIGEST, MAY 13, 1950 


(NOT YOUR PAL JOEY, BUT YOUR—) 


BUDDY LEWIS 


JUST CONCLUDED FIRST 13 WEEKS 
M.C. ERLANGER TELEVISION SHOW 
WCAU-TV, C.B.S. : 


FRANK PALUMBO’S, Philadelphia 


Per. Mgr.: BERNIE ROTHBARD, c/o SUEZ AGENCY 
Shubert Building, Philadelphia 
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Night Club Reviews 


Minnesota Ter.. Mpls. 
(HOTEL NICOLLET) 
Minneapolis, June 22. 


Dorothy Lewis’ Ice Show with 
Miss Lewis, Joe Jackson, Jr., Man- 
nel de Torro, Billy Griffin, Lewis 
Lovelies (4), Skating Trees (2), 
Ceeil Golly Orch (12) with Mild- 
red Stanley; $1 cover, $2.50 min. 
Dewwm. 


Through superior showmanship. 


striking and lavish costuming and 
swift pacing, Dorothy Lewis with 


her 11th annual summer ice show 
here, “Let’s Go Places,” again 
achieves success. Also a feat of 


creating the effect of a spectacular, 
highly entertaining production with 
a small cast on a cramped rink. 
All of her shows have afforded top- 
notch supper club diversion and 
have enjoyed long runs in this 
class room. This offering is one 
ot her best—colorful, fast moving 
and more diversified than usual— 











Publicize Your Act with 
COLOR POSTCARDS 


New Low Prices! lininediate Delivery! 
Amazing new Lithe-Color Process 
gives you beautifui full-color post- 
cards at low cosf. True original 
colors of yourself or your act printed 
from Kodachremes with space on 
beck for your publicity message. 
Here's a proven way te advertise 
build new contacts. Prices are low. 
Satisfaction GUARANTEED! ALSO: 
Lew Cost Black and White Glossy 
Pheto Reproductiens. 

Send for FREE SAMPLES and 
New Lew Prices TODAY! 


HANKEL LITHO-COLOR PRODUCTIONS 
314 W. Superior Street 
Dept. V-628 Chicago 10, iil. 








and it should find an all-summer 
home here. 

For the first time. Miss Lewis 
goes out for comedy by bringing in 
Joe Jackson, Jr.. tramp cyclist- 
funster, erstwhile of the “Ice- 
Capades.” to co-star with her for 
the first four weeks of the show’s 
run. Jackson’s. pantomimic and 
other clowning provides the major 
laughs. 

As usual, the four ensemble girl 
skaters are pretty as well as clever 
performers. In Manuel de Torro 
the star has a handsome partner 
who is extraordinarily adept on 
skates. Bill Griffin, the other 
youth, also rates praise for his 
looks and performance. The fact 
that the colorful costumes are 
more revealing than in other Lewis 
shows hits with the male custom- 
ers. 

Routines run largely to remark- 
able spins, acrobatics and dancing 
by Miss Lewis and her company, 
with solo and ensemble perform- 
ances and a succession of pro- 
duction numbers. Show purports 
to take the audience on a tour, 
starting in Miss Lewis’ own salon, 
where the star garbs her girls, a la 
Adolph Berg, for their trip. On 
the journey, Waikiki beach, Paris 
and Mexico are visited with appro- 
priate production numbers _ for 
each locale. At Waikiki a pair of 
perambulating palm trees furnish 
a dash of novelty. There, too, the 
excuse is provided for brief but 
very effective interpolations of 
some “South Pacific” songs to ac- 
company the skating. 

The Cecil Golly orchestra with 
its vocal and musical assistance 
merits a share of credit for the 
show’s success. Rees. 

















AND NOW! 


our sincere thanks.”™ 


Rail, Chicago. 


AND NEXT! 
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Eddie and Tony Do It Again 


DURING 1949 AND 1950! 





- +++ We've never had an act as wonderful as yours . 
are happy to report you are breaking all records . . . On behalf 
of thousands of Chicagoans who have seen you perform, accept 


| *in a letter published in the Chicago Sun-Times, Tribune, and 
Herald-American, from Mr. Milton Schwartz, owner of The Brass 


RETURN ENGAGEMENT FOR THE OPENING OF THE FALL 
SEASON AT THE BLUE ANGEL, NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 7, 


Exclusive Management: 
PHIL BLOOM, 8506 Sunset Bivd., Los Angeles 


“Eddie (Grubin) 
(Santro) create such «@ tu- 
mult that anything preceding 
passes into insignificance.” 
—tThe Billboard. 


and Tony 


* .. and all socko.” 


—VARIETY. 


“Stops the show daily.” 
—Ed Sullivan. 


“Eddie and Tony are the 
laugh this or 
any other year." 
—Gordon Allison, 
N. Y. Herald Tribune. 


sensation of 


“Newest discoveries." 
—Flair Magazine. 


"A hilarious turn.” 
—The New Yorker, 


"Success story of the year. 
—Louella Parsons. 


"Wheelchair comic and part- 
ner wow the public." N 
—Edmund Leahmy, 
N. Y. World-Telegram. 
‘ v ’ E nee 
Today's bravo om 


Tony.” >. 
—Earl Wilson. 
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Green Room, N. Y. 

(HOTEL EDISON) 

Harry Ranch Orch (7); 

minimum weekends; 
days. 





Summer doldrums evidently has 
hit the Green Room of the Hotel 
Edison, N. Y., for on Friday 


when caught there were more 


waiters in the cafe than customers. | 
Small band of Harry Ranch dishes | 


out pops, standards and an occa- 
sional Latino tune in an ordinary, 
sweet style. 

At the Village Barn. N. Y.. a 
couple of seasons ago, Ranch dis- 
played considerably more anima- 
tion and drive. However, it must 
be conceded that when attendance 
is*seant there’s not much point in 
putting on a fulldress show. Prob- 
ably also disconcerting to both the 
band and customers as well on 
night caught was an adjustment of 
lighting during a set. 

Obviously such staging details 
could have been handled at a more 
convenient time rather than disrupt 
a set. Band breaks down into two 
sax. three brass and two rhythm. 
A tuba is used in place of a string 
bass. Outfit employs conventional 
arrangements. During the hot 
weather slump it would seem that 

pop price policy at the room’s 
bar might snare more trade. 

Gilb. 


Rellevue Casine. Mont 
Montreal. June 23. 

Rudy Cardenas, Ballet Sevillano 
(12), Oldfield & Ware, Frank Gam- 
boni, Marguerite Lesage. Nonnie 
Morton. Mario Breval Line (8), 
Bix Belair and Julio Reyes orchs. 
Produced by Mme. Natalie Kama- 
rova, music by George Komarof; 
admission 50c., $1. 





Working the current lavout 
around a socko “Carmen” theme, 
the Bellevue Casino whams over 
the neatest entertainment package 
since its opening 15 months ago. 
Coin outlay for present show is 
making most of the local bonifaces 
(who are cutting budgets and 
trimming shows because of the 
usual simmer slump) shudder.—but 
the ropes are up every night at 
this lofty cafe and the big splurge 
is paying off with this lavishly 
staged revue, plus good single acts. 

Following a flash opening fea- 
turing the chirping of Marguerite 
Lesage and Mario Breval, the show 
moves with excellent pace building 
fast through the comedy acrobatics 
of Oldfield and Ware, through the 
“Carmen” spectacle highlighted by 
the sock terping of the Sevillano 
troupe,’ to the smash juggling of 
Rudy Cardenas who the stand- 
out act in entire offering In @& 
room where the singers usually 
get the brush, the impact of ‘“Car- 
men” commands attention and solo 
Stints by Miss Lesage and Frank 
Gamboni also garner salvos. 

Mme. Kamarova has. balanced 
Bizet and cheesecake in neat fash- 
ion and the showgirls do more than 
a little to dress up the productions. 
Injection of comedy spot with 
Nonnie Morton and trick bull for 
hoked-up bullfight during ‘Car- 
men” routine could be trimmed 
for better effect. 

Cardenas has tough closing spot 
but comes through with a_ boffo 
performance. Youngster works fast 
and scores as he manipulates rub- 
ber balls, silk hats and cocktail 
shakers with ease and precision. 
Bix Belair handles a tough score 
in deft manner and divides cus- 
tomer hoofing sets with the Julio 
Reves combo. Newt. 


1s 


Drum Room. K. ¢. 
F Kansas City, June 22. 
Leon Mandrake & Co. (5), Arlene 
& Velvet. Johnny Byrn Orch (5); 
no cover or minimum. 


After weeks of mild business, the 

Drum Room of the President ho- 
,tel has turned to an old favorite, 
‘Mandrake, the magician. to 
his’ tricks to hypo biz. As he did 
in an 11-week run three vears ago, 
Mandrake again is proving a sock 
, attraction and biz is heady at this 
intimate room. 

This time around Mandrake is 
sporting a larger show, and giving 
the customers a 40-minute session 
twice nightly. Dance team of Ar- 
lene and Velvet start things off 
with snappy rhythm terps. and 
Mandrake takes over with team of 
assistants to run through inning of 
sleight of hand and legerdemain. 
pulling rabbits, pigeons, flags. 
hankies, ete., out of thin his 
hat or what have vou 

Magician’s helpers, Frankie Starr 
and George Car] have the middie 
spot as comedy fakirs, working the 
magicos’ props for a round of 
chuckles as they gum up the works 
on pouring wine in a hat. failing 
to slip out of the handcuffs. and 
botching the hypnotism 

Mandrake then returns far round 
of heavier artifices, calling on he y 


air 


none week-| 


(23) | 


A Peace amar 


turn | 


| from the audience for a session of 
“spirit-writing” on slates. Winds 


$2.50 | With his widely-known magic box 


trick, with girl assistant disappear- 
| ing into red treasure chest, emerg- 
|ing later in new costume. Johnny 
‘Byrn crew backs in appealing 
fashion. : 
If this stand is any indication, 
magic as purveyed by Mandrake 
is a potent nightclub commodity, 
with capacity for the early show 
and near capacity for the second 
show on night caught. Quin. 





Ciro’s. Hollwweod 
Hollywood, June 20. 
Roger Ray, Ted & Phyllis Rod- 
riguez, Joey Stabile Oreh (11), 
Geria Galian Orch (5) no mini- 
mum, $1.50 cover. 





Shriners, who'ye been packing 
the Sunset Strip Spots during their 
convention no matter what the at- 
traction, flipped their fezzes fran- 
tically for this spot’s new layout, 


and rightfully so: Roger Ray’s 
comedics and the bends’ and 
bounces provided by Ted and 
Phyllis Rodriguez provide the 
come-on. 


Ray racks up the yocks solidly 
as he leans across his marimba to 
leer the story behind the story of 
“Indian Love Call,” accompanied 
bv brassy Bronxes from Joey Sta- 
bile’s sidemen. He also reaps rich 
rewards with a romp on “Ciribiri- 
bin,” purposely sour chordings on 
“My Blue Heaven,” a soft-shoe 
turn or two, an invisible  ball- 
catching stint with a paper bag and 
a passel of comedy tumbles and 
prattfalls. He got off at the open- 
er soaking wet with a takeoff on 


Red Skelton’s Guzzler’s Gin 
standby, 
The Rodriguez team _ open 


pleasingly with their billowv ball- 
room bends. Their effortless stvle 
and youthful verve mark the act 
as an excellent buy for the better 
boites. confirmed by a date signed 
the night they bowed here for the 
Cal-Neva Lodge, Lake Tahoe. 
rheir step septet includes a waltz. 
tango, Latin version of the Char- 
leston—“Yes Sir, That's My Baby” 
in Cugat tempo, and is that some- 
thing to hear!—and a rhumba in 
which the male half balances a 
glass on his head and chews gum. 
Stabile’s support and the intermis- 
sion noodlings by Geri Galian and 
his Maracca men are solid lerp 
promoters. Mike 


Cocoanut Greve, L.A. 
(AMBASSADOR HOTEL) 
Los Angeles, June 20. 
Jon & Sondra Steele, Jerry Mu. 
rad’s Harmonicats (3), Skinnay En- 
nis Orch (14); cover $1.50, $2, 








There’s no great name value jn 
\this new layout but the Cocoanut 
'Grove is offering okay entertain- 
|ment for the summer tourist who's 
‘beginning to spread his folding 
|money around the Southern Cali- 
'fornia bistros. Oddly enough, both 
|acts spotted on this bill zoomed 
upward through_one solid disclick, 
the Steeles thr®igh “My Happi- 
ness” and the Harmonicats with 
“Peg O’ My Heart.” 

Grove’s budget on this one is 
much lower than its usual expendi- 
ture, so the Ambassador Hotel’s 
spot figures to get by without great 
difficulty. First few davs of the 
bill found the place crowded with 
Shriners here for the convention 
Remainder of the stay will depend 


upon tourist lure since the posh 
Pasadena crowd, which likes to 
lift its pinky for a drinkvy at the 
Grove, won’t be in any hurry to 
come around, 

Harmonicats, on first, warm up 
the house with a fast 15 minute 
mouth organ stint that’s capably 
sold. Couple of show-off pieces 


titillate the ringsiders but there's 
(Continued on page 54) 











COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


“ason's FUN-MASTER 


GLASON’S 
“THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE” 
@ Nos. 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 each 4 
(Sold in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL—FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 
BIG SPECIAL—ALL 35 FILES FOR 
ONLY $25 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book $10 @ 
—all 3 diff. Books for $20— 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET . $25 @ 
e@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. $25 @ 
—all 4 diff. Vois. for $30— 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
(reissue), $2.00 
NO C.0.D.’S$ 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 Dept. ¥ 











Wally Overman 
COLORS IN RHYTHM 


TOURING FOX INTERMOUNTAIN 
THEATRE CIRCUIT 


Management: 


MATTY ROSEN, New York 
SAM ROBERTS, Chicago 



































Baltimore, 


.*° PALACE 





—Personal Mgt.— 
RICKY LARICOS 
Publicity: Irv Kiein 








FIFI D'ORSAY 


Currently Charming Audiences at | 


CLUB CHARLES 
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haired hero, 


itself. High-voltage en- 


ld ; 
me for Hoppy by the kids 


thusiasm 
e 
pina weren't more of them. 
Cowboy star prances around the 
arena making with hat-waving 
greetings to the moppets and then 
going out into the centre ring and 
taking a mike to talk to them. He 
gives out for three or four minutes 
with “Be good boys and girls” and 


“you're the best-behaved children | 
any city in the country” (their| 


parents would like to believe that), 


does some more waving and 


gone. 


performance 
of. but the kids apparently fill in 
with their imaginations the rope- 


twirling, gun-toting heroics that 
they don’t see on the field, because 
Hoppy’s reception is nothing less 
than dynamic. 

Topper among the circus turns 
is the Hanneford Family (headed 
bv George, brother of the famed 
“Poodles”) in a bareback routine 
accented by the comedy of young 
Tom. It's not only great riding, 
but a great laugh-getter and 
stopped the show opening night 
until an encore was given. 

Closer is the Zacchinis with their 
familiar shot-out-of-a-cannon rou- 


Hoppy’s Moppet 


Continued from page 


with the cops having | 
ienty of battle to keep them off | 


is what made it surprising | 
| body’s 





is | 
It's as completely pallid a | 
as possible to think | 





Appeal 


tine. They are Donaldo, 20, and 
Sylvana, 21, children of Bruno, 
who’s currently doing the stunt 
with a Canadian show. 


Not to be discounted in any- 
circus is the Wallenda 
troupe on the high wire, undoubt- 
edly one of the top thrill acts in 
the world today. Their topper is 
a seven-people, three-high pyramid 
across the strand. Rietta Wallenda 
also does a separate single on a 
135-foot swaypole that’s a knock- 
out. She tops it by coming down 
from her perch via a one foot up- 








side-down dangle along a line that | 
stretches half way across the field. | 


Plenty Thrillers 


Emphasis is on thrill acts and 
there’s another good one in Betty 
and Benny Fox, who find space to 
jitterbug on an 18-inch platform 
set on a 125-foot-high pole. There’s 
also Swanson doing his hanging 
himself routine. Ethel D’Arcy does 
some spectacular spins on a high 
bar and Torina & Eric do balanc- 


| ing on a moon frame and bar. 


Con Colleano with his front 
somersault on the wire is another 


excellent turn, spiced with color- 


ful showmanship. Wild animals 
are represented by Terrell Jacob 
and his cat act. He uses about 
eight lions and a couple leopards, 


















SS 











all finely trained and well-pre- 
sented. Risko & Nino is a rather 
good comedy juggling routine, with 
the guy trying to spin 10 plates 
simultaneously on sticks. 

An excellent first-time-in-the- 
U. S. turn that deserves and un- 
doubtedly will get a better break 
than a side ring is Jacques Cordon 
on a unicycle.- He does rope- 
skipping, juggling and assorted 
antics on his bike. Cole Bros.— 
which historically has put princi- 
pal emphasis on hoss acts—still 
has a variety of tasty ones, aside 
from the Hannefords. They are 
Dorita Konyot, - attractive Czech 
import with a fine high school 
turn, and the Herriot’s and John 
Smith’s liberty groups. Larry 
Davis’s herd of 10 elephants is also 
strong. 





tomed to in the Ringling show. 
Closest that Cole comes is a couple 
aerial ballets with 12 gals. They’re 
staged by Vander Barbette. An- 


are the fliers. 
trapeze turns. 


Show was set up in three rings 
at Yankee Stadium, with the centre 
one at home plate and the other 
two where first and third would 
be. Beyond them were the cages 
for Jacobs’ cat act, which were not 
removed during the performance 
and formed a kind of background. 
Out beyond them was the swaypole 
and other high rigging. 


With the lights at night and the 
green grass of the field, the setup 
is quite colorful. Unfortunately, 
| however, because of the size of the 
stadium, some of the thrill acts lose 


There are no 








Missing are the specs and pa-| 


MCA Overcomes Pitt Ban, 


Everybody’s Happy Again 
Pittsburgh, June 27. 

Solid front of five local nitery 
owners against Music Corp. of 
America has been slowly dissolv- 
ing, until now the quiet boycott 
against agency seems to have dis- 
appeared. Group included Jackie 
Heller, Carousel owner; Lenny Lit- 
man, of Copa; Allan F, Clark, of 
Monte Carlo; Bill Green, whose 
dancery bears his name, and Andy 
Chakeras, operators of Vogue Ter- 
race. Couple of months ago they 


banded together and pledged not | 
to book any acts through MCA, |, 


because Denise Darcel, previously 


| promised the Carousel, was quietly 
booked into Vogue Terrace without | 


notification. 


For a while boycott seemed to be | 


: , ‘tioni shortly after, one | 
} rades that New Yorkers are accus- | functioning, but shortl; 


spot and another started to dicker 
with MCA again, until finally the 
spot which was responsible for the 
ban in the first place, the Carousel, 


. : ae | has been doing business with that 
other Ringling must that’s missing | . 


booking office again, too. 





Betty Hutton, Hometown 
Gal, to Head Michigan 
Fair’s 53G Talent Parade 


Detroit, June 27. 
Betty Hutton will return to her 
native Detroit as the featured Hol- 
lywood star of the Mid-Century 

Michigan State Fair, Sept. 1-10. 
Carmen Miranda is given second 
billing in the Show, which will in- 
clude the Rockets and eight other 


Slipshod Bally — 
Hurt Cole Circus 
On Ist N.Y. Stand 


Lack of exploitation and paucity 
of advertising are blamed for the 
poor showing of the Cole Bros. 
Circus at the Yankee Stadium for 
five days last week. Despite 
almost perfect weather, nine show- 
ings at this huge ballpark hit only 
300,000 admissions. 

Feeling is that Bill (Hopalong 
Cassidy) Boyd could have drawn 
at this ballpark had the circus top- 
pers let potential customers know 
he was in town. Advertising bud- 
gets were thought to be the most 
meagre for any circus to hit N. Y. 
There was also evidence of lack of 
organization in exploiting the 
|event. With proper publicity, it’s 
| felt that it could have gotten at 
| least 500,000 more admissions than 
were registered. Word of mouth 
helped toward the latter part of 
| the run when the show tallied most 
admissions. 


| Although lack of paid exploita- 
tion might have been made up by 
a heavy publicity campaign, this 
also failed to materialize. The 
free mentions in most papers were 
cut to a minimum because of the 
fact that the N. Y. Daily News car- 
ries a Hopalong Cassidy strip and 
the other sheets felt they didn’t 





} 
| 
| 
| 
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care to do a buildup for a rival, 


x We Proudly Present > ¢ 


a Great NEW Act | 


acts not definitely set yet, and a| 
rhumba orchestra. 
Nut for the show is $53,000. 
Fair Board also plans a street | 


Show is slated to open at Ebbets 
Field, Brooklyn, June 30, and run 
until July 4. Heavier exploitation 


part of their punch through their 
remoteness from the audience. 
Show runs two hours and 50 


|minutes. It paces along with| parade, rodeo, auto racing and aj in that area may compensate for 
| creditable rapidity under guidance | midway of 21 sideshows and 28, the comparatively low Yankee Sta- 
ISH MIC HAEL of ringmaster Leo Hamilton. ’ rides. dium figures, 


























Chi Fair 


Continued from page 49 === 








there isn’t much time to’ hop from 
| one to the other. For the family 
that’s making it an all-day, one- 
time affair, as a goodly portion do, 
it’s almost impossible to catch all 
the shows, or even a good number 
of them. South-end area has been 
tabbed “Dixieland” with Paul Kil- 
lian bringing in his Old Nick 
Players from New York with a 
showboat facade complete with 
Capt. Billy Bryant, who for many 
years ran his own showboat on the 
Mississippi. Muggsy Spanier has 
a fine bunch of musicians who give 
hourly concerts between shows, 
There’s also an old nickelodeon 
which gets a good pay. 
| WGN-TV made a smart last min- 


/) AABIBBLE® DOUGLAS 


DIRECT FROM 
31 WEEKS 


On KAY KYSER’S TV SHOW 


(Returning October 5) 






X ov: 
qno™ very ’ 








Opening OLYMPIA THEATRE, Miami, July 5 
* MCA * 


| ute move and got the exclusive TV 
| Fiabe for the next five years. It 
built a large studio on the grounds 
'and will beam most of its summer 
| programs from this area. 

| There’s no girlie shows in the 
_lineup, with the nearest thing to 
,a strip being the bathing togs of 
| gals in the water show. Kelly also 
banned liquor sales on Fair- 
grounds. Emphasis is on family 
group entertainment. 

| Opening day was marked by 
| parades and such with the final 
touch an imitation atomic explo- 
sion, which raised a lot of smoke. 
Till took a terrific beating when 
mid-afternoon rains hurt gate. Of 
the more than 50,000 expected, 
‘only 17,000 clocked in. 


OGFR RAYE 


WENT WEST 


7° CIRO’S, rouro0o 


(Thanks, H. D. Hover, for a Wonderful Engagement) 


DAILY VARIETY HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


“Roger Raye SMASHED Ciro’s “Delighted Ciro’s opening night 
for a real lucrative session.” mob... a ‘real HOWL!” 




















Currently Appearing: 
LOU WALTERS’ 


LATIN 
QUARTER 


NEW YORK 


° 6th WEEK ° 


Chicago NOTICES 
Phyllis Gehrig and Don Weissmuller! 


(Just Closed 34 Smash Weeks Hotel Sherman) 


“This charming dancing twosome wins the honors in the COL- 
LEGE INN STORY.” CHARLEY DAWN, Herald-American. 


“Gehrig and Weissmuller score a personal triumph in the 
College Inn show!” RAY HUNT, Sun-Times. 
“Weissmuller and Gehrig's polished flowing routines and down- 
right artistic precision are a refreshing find!” 
FRANK CARIOTI, Daily News. 


GLORIA SAFIRE, 457 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 





Management: 





























PAUL COATES 

Los Angeles Mirror 
“Roger Raye, brilliant young 
comic . . . the most refreshing 


comedian to hit Hollywood in Just Finished 











en: DESERT INN, LAS VEGAS 
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Cocoanut Grove. L.A. 


ample good music dished to satisfy 
harmonica hepcats. 

Steeles had the firstnight crowd 
yelping fer more after a half- 
hour of expert harmony and pian- 


istics that ran the range from 
Chopin to Porter. Wisely, they 
keep “Happiness” for an encore 


request number, earning good re- 
turns with a “South Pacific” med- 
ley and an okay version of the 
currently popular “Bewitched, 
Bothered and Bewildered.” 
3ackstopping is Skinnay Ennis 
screw which accents the nostalgia 
in the terp chore department, giv- 


ing Skinnay a chance to vocalize 
many of the numbers he was prom- 
inently identified with while with 
Hal Kemp Kap. 


Beulevard Room. Chi 
(STOZENS HOTEL) 
Chicago, June 20. 
Skate, Gypsy, Skate,” with the 
Maxwells (2), Arnold Shoda, Joan 
Hudloft, Farrar & Carter, Douglas 
Duffy, Jerry Mapes & Jack Raffloer, 
Line (€@», Paula Breevor, Frankie 


BILLY BISHOP 
An’ ANN 


TIRED? RUN DOWN? WORN OUT? 


“If you are tired of the usual ma- 
gicians routines then Bishop is your 
boy... he really shines . . . con- 
tinual line of hesitant chatter; chat- 
ter that clicks with the ringsiders.” 


—Max Newton, Montreal Standard. 


es 








Direction: 
New York Chicago 
LEON NEWMAN- SAM ROBERTS 


MARK LEDDY 











PARKER 
and DOLL 


DUNES 
CLUB 
Virginia 
Beach 





JACK 





‘dette? aha dd oe 
Night Club Reviews 
Continued from page 52 =| 


|Masters Orch 
|Myles, Alan De Witt; Mary Ann| 

















(11), with Phyllis 
Fitzgerald. Staged by Dorothy Lit- 
tlefield; 
Smith: orchestrations, Norman 
Krone: costumes, John Bauer, Ber- 
nard Peterson; cover $1, $3.50 min- 
mum. 


Someone must have retrieved a 
discarded operetta libretto for this 
show and while perhaps it might 
pass as such doesn’t shape so well 
for a blader. Hoke story about a 


gypsy and countess, whom he ad- 
ducts and falls in love with, bogs 
down what fine blade work might 
have been apparent under oldhat 
formation routines Fortunately 
the Maxwells and their sock acro 
and comedy work is the saving 


grace of an otherwise tired show 


In the individual spots, Arnold 
Shoda gives a few brief glimpses 
of his top ballet-style work, with 


his flip cartwheels and dervish 
twirls getting a hefty hand. Miss 
Hydloft continues to look lovely in 
her stints. Douglas Duffy has a 
somewhat amusing bit with a 
femme doll, throwing it hither and 


yon. Farrar and Carter impress 
with a brief adagio. Jerry Mapes 
and Jack Raffloer contrib good 


precision and in duel scene which 
might have been something if bet- 
ter worked out. 

Maxwells are the only comedy 
relief in the show and from the 
moment they step on the ice they 
get guffaws with their deadpan 
antics. Acro bits on skates are 
tops. Frankie Masters does a neat 
job narrating the show and doub- 
ling on the fine Hessie Smith 
score with Mary Ann Fitzgerald, 
who also does nicely. Costumes 
are bright and guady. 

Masters in his 16 months stay 
here has accumulated a good fol- 
lowing and keeps floor crowded for 
the dance sets. Besides the maes- 
tro on vocals, there’s also Alan De 
Witt, who has an appealing style, 
and Phyllis Myles, who does okay 
on the novelty numbers. Zabe. 


Golden. Reno 
Reno, June 20. 

Cliff Ferre, Nilsson Twins; Lowe, 
Hite & Stanley; Lindsay Lovelies, 
Jack Law’s Orch; no cover or min- 
imum. 

“June Daze” is tag of Clay Ram- 
beau’s new show at the Golden, 
and it’s a fast moving 50-minute 
stanza. A bright, sexy chorus line, 
called the Lindsay Lovelies back 
Cliff Ferre’ in “Pennsylvania 
Polka” for lively opener. Nilsson 
Twins, femmes, follows with “You 
Hit the Spot.” In nifty gowns, 
gals exude charm and personality. 
They clown “My Sister’s a Little 
Bit Crazy” and “Pity the Poor 











aN 
vy rs > 


The Theatres of the Stars 
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ARCUS LOEW 


BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES ; 


LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 
160 W. 46th ST., N.Y. C. + JUdson 2-2000 
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| Girl Singer,” and wind with “That biggest and more expensive name | 


| 


Old Feeling.” 


attractions, comes through with 


Ferre then announces that.the| Sarah Vaughan and two first-rate 
Andrews Sisters are in the audi-, 
ence and “have consented to come, 


up on stage.” Instead, one of the 


‘funniest trios to hit here in some) 


music and lyrics, Hessie | andrews’ 


time, Lowe, Hite and Stanley 
prance on in -sunbonnets and 
femme garb to pantomime to the 
records of ‘Boogie 


| Woogie Bugle Boy,” “Sonny Boy” 


| returns. 


and “Cow Cow Boogie” for hefty 
Ferre follows with nice 


|turns on “September Song” and | 


“They Didn’t Believe Me” for neat 
returns. Lindsay line joins him 
for “Cannon Ball Express” in 
pleasant finale. 

Jack Law orch backs show com- 
petently and also does well by the 
dance sets 

Mocambo. Hoilyvwood 

Hollywood, June 21. 

Betty & Jane Kean. Roger Spik- 
er’s Ork (6). Latin-Aires (5); 
cover, $1.50. $2. 


Making their first Coast stand in 
some seven years, Betty and Jane 
Kean are holding down the solo en- 
tertainment spot up here on Sun- 
set Strip—and the customers are 
wondering why they stayed east so 
long. Sister team peddles humor to 
suit most every taste and does it 
with ease and know-how. 


Probab!v because of their long 
absence, the gals failed to take 
into account the differences in 


taste between western and eastern 
audiences. 
occasional lags on opening 
but judicious editing and 
gling sharpened the turn. 

Team gets off to a good start 
with Jane’s opening stint which in- 
cludes fine impressions of Mae 
West and Margaret Truman. Zany- 
ism takes over when Betty comes 


rejug 


on and turn from then on is a 
blend of subtlety and_ slapstick 
humor that wins hefty returns. 
Hollywood being a town where 


word of mouth counts more than 
anything else, business should be 
constantly building while the Keans 
are around—and the stint should 
bring them some film work as 
well. They're ready for it. 

Music is still being dished by 
Roger Spiker alternating with the 
Latin-Aires. Kap. 


Swiss Chalet. Chi 
(HOTEL BISMARCK) 
Chicago, June 15. 
Sons of the West (3), Harry 
Rodcay, Brad & Judy, Johnny Alad- 
din Orch (5); minimum $2.50, 
cover 80c. 


This room’s regular pattern con- 
sists of one act, a yodeler, and 
square dancing. Ordinarily it works 
out okay. In this instance, room 
hes booked in a western trio as 
its act, with the result that the 
western atmosphere is 
overdone. In addition, the act 
doesn’t have enough strength to 
carry show by itself. Weakness of 
the bill is reflected in business on 
night caught. 


supporting acts. For the patrons 
who don’t have to dig so far into 
their jeans as formerly there’s on | 
tap Miss Vaughan’s top drawer be | 
bop vocalizing and beauty, nov- 


Brown and Little Buck’s fast and | 
nifty hoofing. It all adds up to. 
plenty of pleasure. | 


With Jimmy Jones accompany- | 
ing her on the piano, the person- | 
able Miss Vaughan’s distinctively | 
stylized song recital whips up 
constant enthusiasm. She goes 
down the line with “My Handsome 
Romeo,” “I Cry for You,” ‘“No- 
body Else,” “Our Very Own,” 
“Mean to Me” and “I Cover the 


| Waterfront” that somehow succeed 


|non-be 


As a result, there were | 
night, | 


in casting a spell 
bop fan. 
Brown, tall and good-looking. 
scores with a corking paddle ball 
act spiced with a running line of 
humorous gab and some clowning. 
His manipulation of paddle with 
the small rubber ball attached is 
uncanny in its skill and dexterity. 
Little Buck, dusky hoofer, opens 
the show with slick tap and acro- 
batie routines that are difficult and 
out of the ordinary. Good musical 
backing for the show and customer 
dancing is provided by emcee Bob 
Bass and his orchestra. Room 
nearly filled for week-day supper 
show caught. Rees. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., June 27. 


over even the 





Twenty years ago about 65 ex- 
performers were patients of the 


National Vaudeville Artists, trying 


to regain their health and being 
cared for in cottages around 
Saranac Lake. They since have 


| been removed to and being cared 


for at the Variety Clubs Will 
Rogers hospital. Of course it’s a 
different crop, but still all from 
show business. 


N.Y. State Pharmacists holding 
annual convention at Saranac Inn 
last weak were entertained by Hal 
LeRoy, Ross & Andre, Frank 
Stevens, Carlton King & Co. and 


| Wood & Kenyon singers in an ace 


somewhat | 


variety show put over with a bang. 
Vernice P. Moore, of Somerset 
Amus. Co. of Somerset, Ky., in 
for check-up. 
Birthday salutations are in order 
to John Lake and Wilton Birdsong, 
both Variety Clubites who are 
doing nicely via the rest routine. 
Lawrence Garber, N.Y.C. tech-| 
nician, and Delphin (RKO) Streder, 
out of the general hospital after 
undergoing Broncoscophy opera- 
tion. Both resting comfortably. 
Phillip Yagaloff, of Transfilm 
Corp., N.Y. in for observation. 
New Drive-in theatre to open on 
the Saranac Lake-Lake Placid road 
to be called Sara-Placid Drive-In 
theatre. Owned by Ernie Stautner 


|} and Ed Hoffman, it has capacity of 


Sons of West has “Gaylen Wil-. 
liams on accordion, “Cub” Higgins | 
on guitar and Willy Mortensen on) 


Lass, with all three singing. Group 
aces the routine western 
and folk songs in a routine man- 
ner. Numbers include “Tumble 
Weed,” “San Antonio Rose,” and 
“Red Stockings and Green Per- 
|fume.” Unit also has two 
{mental novelties, featuring Wil- 
jliams. In “Johnson Rag” he plays 
accordion and vibraharp simultane- 
ously, and in “Golden Slippers,” he 
works on toy piano. Reception is 
moderate. 

Brad and Judy conduct the 
nightly square dancing in an easy 
and informal manner that gets the 
|elder folks onto the floor. Harry 
| Rodeay continues to improve in 
;poise and delivery as yodeler. 
Johnny Aladdin orch doesn’t have 
,too much to do, since Sons of West 
|also back square dancing, but does 
a nice job with fox-trots, getting 
;mest of the few people on the 
floor, Chan. 





| 
| Club Carnival, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, June 24. 


Sarah Vaughan (2), Randy 
Brown, Little Buck, Bob Bass 
(8); no cover or minimum. 


Orch 





This show under the new no 
cover or minimum policy stacks up 
well in entertainment value with 
most of the previous high-budgeted 
‘layouts. No longer going in for the 


ballads | 


instru- | 


300 cars. | 
Write to those who are ill, 





Central Artists Management, 
Inc., has been chartered to conduct 
a theatrical business in New York. 
Capital stock is 200 shares, no par 
value. Albert N. Proujansky is the 
filing attorney. : 


| 
elty and fun furnished by Randy | 


,ditorium show, 


Equity, AGVA Row 
Over Legion Show 


Actors Equity and the American 
Guild of Variety Artists have en- 
tered into another jurisdictional 
tiff, this time over control of the 
forthecom:ing American Legion au- 
“Red, White and 
Blue.” Meeting called for next 
week by Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America, parent body 
of talent unions, may the 
issue, 


resolve 


Equity claims that since show’s 
format indicates it will be a legit 


type production, it should come 
under its jurisdiction. AGVA 
claims it’s a variety show, and 


supervision belongs to that union. 
Show is hkeing staged by LeRoy 
Prinz. It will open in Los Angeles 
in September and work way east. 
Various Legion posts are subsidiz- 
ing production costs. 

Negotiations are on for a Broad- 
way theatre to house the show 
when it hits New York. 











PATRICE JAN 


HELENE and HOWARD 


Currently: 


CAVALCADE OF STARS TV 
and LIDO COUNTRY CLUB 














Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 
158 West 44th Street 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


AUDITIONS AT 7 P.M. 
TYPE PERFORMERS INVITED 








ALL 

















ACTS, GAGS, SCRIPTS, 


PARODIES, SPECIAL SONGS 
1950 CATALOG FREE 
Largest Selection of Comedy Materia! 
in Showbiz! We also write material 

to order. 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 

$146-K Strohm, North Hollywood, Cal 
Telephone: Hillside 0141 























COMEDY 
ROUTINES and BURLESQUE 


VOLUME |! 
— 2 twelve-min. Comedy Routines — 
— 1 two-hour gag-packed Satire — 


SENSATIONAL OFFER ONLY $3 


“A. GUY VISK ENTERPRISES 
12 Liberty Street TROY, N. Y. 




















Now at ROXY, New York 


WAYNE-MARLIN TRIO 


Adagio - Dance - Balance 


Contact: John Lastfogel, 


1595 B'way, New York 
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| in the business.“—Daily Variety. 


| NOW—Biltmore Bowl, L.A. 





ROCHELLE and BEEBE | 


“And Rochelle and Beebe are, as always, just the best eccentric dance team 


Mgt.: Al Wilson, 1501 Broadway, N.Y.C. 


JANE 






































“THE ROARING 20's," Now in Its 12th Week, at ¢ 


met LOMMY 


Whose Unique Talents 
‘Roaring 20's,” Chi- 


“Tommy Morton’s 
cago’s Musical hit!” 


—WALTER WINCHELL. 


he Blackhawk, Chicago — Held Over Until Labor Day 


MORTON 


in Staging and Choreography Caused This Unanimous Acclaim: 


“A revolution in night elub life.” 
—GENE MORGAN, 
CHICAGO DAILY NEWS. 


“A prize package show shimmering with 
excitement and glamour.” 


—CHICAGO SUN TIMES. 
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ARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF JUNE 28 





Numerals in connection with bills below indi 
whether full or split 


tter In parentheses indicates circuit (FM Fa 
ry P Moss; nchon M 


(P) Paramount 


week 


* (R) RKO; ¢ 


(WR) Walter Reade 


cate opening day of show 


arco; (1) Independent; 


S) Stall; «w) Warner; 








yam! 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 3 
Ralph Flanagan O 
Thelma Carpenter 

Los Gatos 


jallantine 

Pausic Hall (1) 29 
Let Freedom Ring 
Norman Wyatt 
Alan Carney 

Peg Leg Bates 
Rockettes 

Corps de Ballet 
Glee Club 

Sym Orc 


Palace (R) 29 
Herman Hyde 
The Arwoods 
Congaroos 
Kuda Bux 
Frank Marlowe 
Toy & Wing 
veni Lynn 
. (1 to filbD 
Paramount (P) 28 
Jack Carter 
Gloria DeHaven 
Tip Tap & Toe 
Ray Anthony ore 
George Wright 
Roxy (1) 30 
Robert Merrill 
De Castro Sis 
Bobby Whaling 
Yvette 
Wayne Marlin 3 
Bunin Puppets 
Strand (W) 30 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Pitchmen 
Berk & Hallow 
BLOOMINGTON 
Castle (P) 30 Only 
Asylum of Horrors 
BLUE ISLAND 
Lyric (P) 28 Only 
Asylum of Horrors 


BUFFALO 
Paramount (P) 
Lucille Ball 
Desi Arnaz 
Ray & Naldi 
Honey Boys 
Karen Tedder 

CHICAGO 

Chicago (P) 
Andrews Sis 
Bob Crosby 
Vie & Adio 
Bunny Briggs 


30-3 


30 


BRITAIN 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (1) 26 


Woods & Jarrett 
4 Tune Tellers 
Pep Graham 
Eddie Williams 


Shorty Mounsey 
Creole Steppers 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 
Les Romanos 
Cavan O'Connor 
Revel & Fields 
Leon Cortez 
Winifred Atwell 
Jackie Hunter 
Medlock & Marlowe 
Levanda 
V & M 
Harvards 


BLACKPOOL 
Grand (1) 26 
Josef Locke 
Jack Radcliffe 
Helen Norman 
Roy Allan 
Jack Desmonde 
Francis & Grey 
Joan Stuart 
Annettes Lovly 
Ladies 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Opera House (1) 
Tessie O’Shea 
Nat Jackley 
Terry-Thomas 
Gypays 3 
Jerry Desmondo 
3 Olanders 
Ben Yost Guards 


26 


Norman 


26 


Tower Circus (1) 26) 


Charlie Cairoli 
Paul Co 
Ernie’s Sealions 
Gilbert Houcke 
wierre Alizes 
acques & Mar 
7 Ashtons vas 
Roberto Chiesa Co 
3 Peters 
Baudy’s Animals 
Knie’s Horses 
3 Goetachis 
Dorchesters 
Laconas 
Jimmy Scott 
Annettes 
Circusettes 
cleombes 
WINTER GARDEN 
Pavilion (i) 26 
immy Edwards 
Joy Nichols 
Dick Bentley 
Costello Twins 
Nino Wonder Dog 
St Clair & Day 
assi 3 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 26 
3 Hellos 
5 Smith Bros 
Cliftord Stanton 
) & J O’Gorman 
Herschel Henlere 
Johnson Clark 
Jack Melville 
Stuart & Gray 
BRIGHTON 


Kippodrome (M) 26. 


3 Monarchs 
Mare & Leo 
Willy Woltard 
Maltas Dogs 

» Serenaders 
Melody Maids 

12 Marie Devere 

Girls 


BRISTOL 
c ee ) 2% 
roOrdon . A 
Anna Mae Colville 
Patricia & Colin 


Gwynne Evans 4 
Ginn man Fisher 
Norman Vaughn 
‘ “Bging 
arnstormer 
Piccadilly Nudes 
mORIXTON 
Press 
Rhodes & aan 
porothi Neal 
aul Newingt 
Avril & Grant 
ommy Dee 


| Patricia 


| Bob Dupont | 








|S & M Harrison 





n Soir Mesdames 


ORIENTAL (1) 30 
4 Ames Bros 
Ted & Fio Vallet 
Jognny O’Brien 
Ca Sands Orch 
Uptown (P) 29 Only 
Asylum of Horrors 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (R) 29 
Wells & 4 Fays 
Roger Ray mn 
Tommy Hanlon ir 
Illinois Jacquet Orc | 
Ella Fitzgerald 
MARION 
Palace (P) 29 Only 
Horace Heidt’s 
Parade of Stars | 
AMI | 


| | 
4 


Olympia (P) 
Folie Miller | 
Hammonds Birds | 
Laine & Crawford 
Al Stevens 
Morison 


MIDDLETOWN 
Paramount (P) 
28 Only 

Horace Heidt’s 
Parade of Stars 
PEORIA 
Palace (P) 1 Only | 
Asylum of Horrors | 

SYRACUSE 
Keith’s (R) 28 
4 Evans 
Roy Douglas 
Albins 


Keaton & Armfield | 

Ben Yost White 
Guards 

Artie Dann 

Gat€tier’s 
Steeplechase | 
WASHINGTON } 





Capitol (L) 29 
Le Roy Bros | 
Nancy Donovan 


Lee Davis 
Richards-Lourde 

Dancers 

Howard (1) 30 
Paul Williams Ore 
Larry Darnell 3 
Erroll Garner 3 
Crackshot Co 
Chubby Newsom 
Sandy Simms 





CHELSEA 

Palace (1) 26 | 
Bunny Baron 
Billy Nelson 
Chuck O'Neil 
Harry Arnold 
Ivy Luck 
Bridie Devon 
John Perosino 
Yvonne & Dolores 
Jack Lotinga 
Raynor & Betty 
10 E Beam Girls 


EDINBURGH 

Empire (M) 26 
Tipsy & Brow 
Sam Costa 
Bobbie Breen 


MacKenzie Reid & 
Dorothy 
Swan & Leigh 
Allen & 1 
Jack Crisp & Jill | 
FINSBURY 
PARK 
Empire (M) 26 
Beryi Orde 
Forbes & Barrie 
Mastersingers 
Harris & Jarvis 
Billy Thorburn 
Bob drews 
Gordofi Ray Girls 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 26 
Alan Clive 
Ryan & McDonald 
Lizbeth Webb 
Vic Hyde 
Peter Sunclair 
Raymond Smith 
Aberdonians 
2 Cromwells 
Martell Sis 


GRIMSBY 
Palace (1) 26 
Davy Kave 
Hazel Wilson 
Les Shannon 
Ken Flowers 
Johnnie Ramsdell 
Pat Revere 
Ken Dorvilles 
Earl & Oscar 
Margo Doherty 
Ada Hanson 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 26 
lee Lawrence 
Wilson Keppel & B 
Morris & Cowley 
Eddie Reindeer 
Maurice French Co 
R & M LaMar 
Frances Duncan 
LEEDS 


Empire (M) 26 
Allan Jones 
Fred Lovelle 
2 Valors 
Hackford & Doyle 
Erikson 
Bebe & Belle 
Cookes Ponies 
Peery Cavell 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S$) 26 
Derek Roy 
Stanelli 
C & R Yale 
Max Geldray 
Jobnnie Hutch & § 
Charles Cole 
8 Sophisticated 
Ladies 
Rora Ricardo 
Charles Stephen 


L DON 
Palladium (M) 26 
Jack Benny 
Phil Harris 
Rochester 
Rolly Rolls 
Harry Kahne 
Elwardos 
Charles Warren & 
Jean 
El Granadas & P| 
Palladium Tiller 
Girls 
| 
' 





Skyrockets Ore 


LeRoys 


Kemble Bros & C 


Georges & 
Lennette 
Palace (M) 

Reg Dixon 

Joyce Golding 


| Morecambe & 
Kay Cavendish 
| Kent Bros 

| Manley & Aus 
| Flying Comets 


Roger Carne 


Johnny Denis Co 
Rosemary Andree 
Flack & Lucas 
Margerite & 


26 Charles 
Kirk Stevens 
Wise SH pies DS 


Empire (S) 26 
Ice Revue 
4 Eskimos 
Rene Strange 


tin 


2 Valettos Anne Rogers 
NEWCASTLE Sn Ware 
Empire (M) 26 Somers & Jean 

Semprini & V Mileham 


Wood & Harmer 


Piddingtons 


Radio. Revellers 
& 


Cyclo Bros 
Geo Steveis 
Tonner Martyn 





B Konyot SUNDERLAND 
Harry Worth Empire (M) 26 
Les Ritchie & W | Billy Cotton Bd 

, NORWICH | Sirdani 
Hi podrome (i) 26 | Jose Moreno Co 
Billy Whittaker | Krista & Kristel 
Mimi Law Joe Black 
B & M Clayton Tattersall 
C nerweather H & A Ross 

il Lester SWANSEA 
Pat O’Hagen Empire (M) 26 


Sonny Hughes 


Elizabeth Parsons 


Bartlett & Ross 
Douglas Harriss 





Eric Marsh Cliff S . 
Hi Diddle Diddle alg one 
wlan Juvenil pra — 
ys Juv es uuis Flores 
NOTTINGHAM Barry Edwards 
Empire (M) 26 Loren Lorenz 


Dolinoff & Raya Sis | 


Len Young 
Terry Hall 
Vogelbeins Be 


Frank Marx & Iris | 
Carroll Levis Rev 


PORTSMOU 
Royal (M) 


| Issy Bonn 
Patricia & Rudy 
Len Clifford & F 


Musical Elliott 


Maurice & Ray 
John Tiller Girls 


SCUNTHOR 

Savoy (1) 
Eltham & Sha 
Marianne 
Merry 3 


D & S Stephens 


Magyar Ballet 

Dale Anderson 
SHEFFIEL 
Empire (M) 

Hal Monty 


Moray Bros & D 
Billy Carroll 
International 


ars Singers 

WOLVER- 

| HAMPTON 
TH | Hippodrome (i) 26 
26 Chefalo 

| Morelli 3 


Franks & Lecrean 
Bebe & Belle 


Ss Bill Kerr 
3 Andoras 
WOOD GREEN 
PE Empire (S) 26 
26 Vic Lewis Ore 


rpe Alan Dean 
George Doonan 
Scott & Graham 
A J Powers 
Shane Sis 
VORK 
D Empire (ij 
26 Will Murray 
Roy Leo Rev 


26 








Ca 





baret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Louis Armstro 
Geo. Shearing 


cafe Society 


Lea Mathews 
Art Tatum 
Jack Prince 


Charlie Parker Orc | 


Cliff Jackson 
Copacabdan 
Mindy Carson 
Romo Vincent 
DiGatanos 
Russ Emery 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Ore 


Diamond Hors 


Walter Dare Wahi 


W. C. Handy 
Billy Banks 
Gloria LeRoy 


Noble Sissle Ore 


Birdiana Hotel 
Errol Garner Jules Lande Orc 
| Lennie Tristano O Hotel Astor 
Lester Young Orc C Cavallaro Ore 
Jimmy Scott Hotel Biltmore 
Bive Angel Harold Nage! Ore 
Joan Deiner Hotel Edison 
Stuart Ross Joel Shaw Orc 
| Eadie & Rack Hotel New Yorker 
| Madmoiselles Ving Merlin Ore 
| Phil Leeds | Hotel Plerre 
| H Chittison 3 Georgie Gobel 
Bop City Josette & Walters 


ng O 


Stanley Melba Ore 
Orc 


Ralph Lane Orc 
Ralph Teferteller 
Hotel Piaza 
Fosse & Niles 
Bob Grant Ore 
Mark Monte Ore 
M Bergere 
a Emery Deutsch 
Motel Roosevelt? 
3 Suns 
N Brandwynne Orc 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Roberta Welch 
Leo Pleskow 
Erwin Kent 
Ramoni Ore 


Hotel Shelburne 
Golden Gate 4 
Patricia Bright 
Robert Maxwell 


Chic Morrison Ore | Norman Wallace 
Rigoletto Bros Cy Coleman 3 
Jack Spoons Hotel Statier 
Frank Evans Blue Barron Ore 
Tommy King Hotel Taft 
Harry Meehan Vincent Lopez Ore 
Billy Banks Latin= Quarter 
Harry Armstrong Frank Libuse 

El Chico Tommy Dix 
Rosita Rios Edith Fellows 
Los Gitanos Margot Brander 


Pilarin Tavira 
Sarita Herrera 
D’Alonso Orc 


Leon & Eddie’s 


Eddie Davis 


Choppy 

Gloria Gilbert 
Ralph Young 
Naaman Ders 
Art Waner Ore 


Nola Pardi Penthouse 
McGuire & Warner | Paul — 
Bella Smaro : oe 
Southern Sis Jackie Miles 
Jack Byron Szonys 
Little Club Eddie Fisher 
Ernie Warren Ore | Pat Terry 
No 1 Fifth ave | Arden “oe 0 
Downey & Fonville oe aa Reaabe _ 
Hazel Webster Ruban Biev 
Old Knick George Hall 
Pau! Killiam Gigi Durston 
Jerry Bergen Lads 
Roy Sedley Ronnie Graham 
Marti Matthews Julius Monk 
Pat Dennie Norman Paris 3 
Hazen Jacobsen Versailles 


Charlotte Ray 
Johnny Silver 


Al Cooper Ore 
Old Roumanian 


Sadie Banks 
Olive White 
Althea 
Christine 
Alverda 


Scov 


Marsha Stevens 


Martha King 
Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Sarr 
Gerry Fitzgerald 
Tex Fletcher 
Freda Wing 


4 Some 
David Blight 
Waldorf-Astoria 


ille 





Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore Sammy Kaye 
Park Ave Modernaires 
Billy Daniels Mischa Borr Ore 
CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 


“Roaring Twenties” 


Mimi Kelly 
Joel Friend 
Ray Hyson 


Margaret Banks 


MANCHESTER | Jesse Elliot 
Hippodrome (S$) 26, Ray Arnett 
Merry Macs H Lewis 


Bobo 
Freddie Bamberger | Bobby Barry 
Jerry Bergman 


Perry Mitchell 
Tommy Truman 


Sherman Hayes Orc 


Chex Paree 
Sophie Tucker 
Joe E. Lewis 
Hot Shots (3) 
Tony Fontaine 
Doran & France 


Cee Davidson Ore 
Chico Ore 

Helsings 
Ralph Lewis 
Chet Roble 





| 
+ production costs and, more particu- 


Mary F Kincaid 
Jerry Marchand 
Billy Chandler Ore | 
Hotel Bismarck 

Sons of West 

| Brad & Judy 

| Harry Rodcay 
Johnny Alladin Ore 


H Edgewater Beach 
Rex Ramer 

D Hild Ders (12) 
Tex Beneke Orc 


Hotel Stevens 
Joan Hyldoft 
Arnold Shoda 
| Jerry Mapes 
| Jack Raffloer 
| Farrar & Carter 
| Douglas Duffy 
| Harper Flaherty 
| Bob Fitzgerald 





sa 





| Skating Blvdears 
| 


Mary A Fitzgerald 
Phyllis Miles 
Maxwells (2) 
Frank Masters Ore 

Paimer Mouse 
Mickey Deems 
Nelle Fisher 
Jerry Ross 
Louise Hoff 
Hamiiton Ders 
Jack Russell 
Eddie O’Neal Ore 

Silver Frolics 
Lenny Kent 
Ginger Kinney 
Judy Manners 
Bud Prentice Ore 
Pancho Orc 

Vine Gardens 
Willie Shore 
Beazie Saxon 
Rice Sis 
Mel Cole Ore 




















Legit Talent 


Continued from page 1 








larly, operating costs were not an 


| important factor. 
duction costs, 


there, would 


With lower pro- 
have 


been less investment to be earned 
back. And with reasonable operat- 


|ing expense, 


shows could have 


| made a higher operating profit, run 
| considerably longer and made sub- 


| authors, 





| ful ones tend to 
tive. 


stantially bettér return to the back- 
ers, aS well as more earnings for 
directors, actors and all 
the others involved. 
Click Scripts Dwindle 

But, for a combination of rea- 
sons (including the tax setup), the 
number of successful authors (arid 
composers, of course) is steadily | 
decreasing. Moreover, the success- 


be less produc- 


So the supply of click scripts 


has continued to dwindle. 


While no 


highly promising 


scripts failed to be produced dur- 
ing the last two seasons because of 


insufficient 


maney, 


there have 


| been a number that were not done 
| because a desired stager or star 


| was unavailable. 


Others were 


produced with second-choice or 
worse directors or leads and, ap- 
parently for that reason, flopped. 

star category, in | 
| particular, the talent shortage is | 


| Perhaps in the 


| most acute. 


In contrast to a gen- 


' eration or more ago, when there 


were numerous 
men who had a 
draw among 


stars, 


the 
| femme playgoers, 


especially 
large boxoffice 

all-important 
there are now 


| relatively few legit names who are 


| real gross-getters. 


Those active in 


Ambassador | the last two seasons include Alfred 


Lunt, Maurice Evans, Louis Cal- 
hern, Melvyn Douglas, Fredric 
March, Henry Fonda, Raymond 


Massey, Alfred Drake, Basil Rath- | 


bone, Ralph Bellamy, Ray Bolger, 


Rex Harrison and 
In contrast, 
Gable, 


Walter Pidgeon, 


Bobby Clark. 


names like Clark 


William 


Powell, Gregory Peck, Montgomery 


‘Clift, 


James Cagney, 


Spencer 


| Tracy, Kirk Douglas, Gene Kelly 
| and numerous others who presum- | 
| ably would have become top box- 
| office draws in legit, have gone to 
Hollywood and will probably never 
return to the stage, except possibly 


| There has been a 
| to legit by some 


| grosses, 


it about in 


future. 


leading men. 


names 
power. 


Hayes, 
trude Lawrence, 
Merman, S8etty 


Hollywood femme 





| Porter, Sam and Bella Spewack, | 


stayed in legit. 


minor trek back 


| personal 


fake a stage routine. Besides being 


¢in person,” 


/routine in the slightest. Her f 
'are superb, her style is individual | 


| film stars in re-. 
cent seasons (excluding incidental 
| strawhat dates), and it has hypoed 


but no wholesale Holly- 
wood-to-Broadway migration is an-| 
ticipated, unless television brings 
the unforeseeable 


B.O. Draw of Men 
Because of their lesser appeal to 
the matinee trade 
quently a determining factor in 
evening theatre patronage), femme 
stars are generally rated not as im- 
portant boxoffice-wise as the name 
Even so, 
category, too, there aren’t enough 
with patronage-getting 
Among the standouts of 
the last two seasons are Helen 
Katharine Cornell, 


(which is fre- 


in that 


Lynn Fontanne, 


Katharine Hepburn (between stays 
in Hollywood), Mary Martin, Ethel 


Field, Grace 


George, Mae West, Tallulah Bank- 
head and Beatrice Lillie. 


Among 
stars, also, there 


are many who would probably have 
| become boxoffice draws if they had | choicer vaude and cafe dates. 


| On the basis of the big-money 
| shows of the last two seasons, only 
‘the following American authors 
'rate as top names: Arthur Miller, 
'Fay Kanin, Sidney Kingsley, Cole 


' Richard Rodgers and Oscar Ham- 
| merstein, II, George Abbott, Frank 
| Loesser, Gian-Carlo Menotti, Anita 
| Loos, Herbert and Dorothy Fields, 
| Leo Robin and Jule Styne, Samuel 
| Taylor and Carson McCullers. On 


amaker, John C. 


Logan, Abbott, Robert Lewis and 


Harold Clurman, 


| the same basis, the leading direc- 
D Dorben Ders (12) | tors include Elia Kazan, Sam Wan- 


Wilson, Joshua 


job on another oldie, 


| his opener at this Harlem vaudery, 
|'he does “Zing Went the Strings of 


Ger- | 109 spirited for his capabilities. 


| Born?” 
‘demeanor and a flair for selling 
| ballads. 


_considerable vigor in their comedy | 


| ber the fulcrum for the zany-type | 


/reveal a need for plenty of experi- 





New Acts 


LAURA LESLIE 
Songs 
15 Mins. 











THE WEAVERS (4) 
Songs 
25 Mins. 
Village Vanguard, N. Y. Casino, Toronto 

The Weavers, a three boy and After nearly two and a half 
girl combination, have been _ hit-!| years as vocalist with Sammy Kaye, 
ting what is sensational business | Laura Leslie makes her first vaude 
for this time of year at the Village appearance as a single and is 
Vanguard. This group came in}currently headlining at the Casino. 
quietly some months ago, built | On her rep, plus disclick following, 
slowly and suddently burst into a'she will do all right on her own. 








‘genuine attraction by virtue of a 
‘best-selling Decca disk, 


|appearances at the Vanguard, and 


: : : 'steering into a flock of rhythmic 
| for brief periods in some cases. ‘numbers which are her forte. Her 


‘rendition of “Whoopee” 


‘The diminutive brunet has a well- 
modulated voice of intimate quality 
that shows plenty of training, and 
she also sings a song as it was 
written, this coupled with a poised 
and decorative stage presence 
notable for unaffected wholesome- 
ness and svelte wardrobing. 

In addition to projecting charm, 
Miss Leslie has a fine singing voice 
and plenty of flexibility in range 
and choice of numbers. Also 
photogenic, the Baltimoriole is 
potential musicomedy timbre, plus 
television. Girl has a nice mastery 
of stage technique and, important- 
ly, seems to be as well liked by 
the femme customers as the males 
Choice of songs, including her 
disclicks, is neatly balanced on 
‘varied moods, complete with skill, 
|assurance and easy manner. 
McStay. 


“Tzena, 
Tzena, Tzena,” which sort of crept 
up on them unawares. 

The g-oup is somewhat unusual 
in that there’s a great deal of 
freshness and_ unsophistication 
mingled with sincerity. They work 
as though they love singing, and | 
their infectiousness hits the audi- 
ence. 

The Weavers are skilled pur- 
veyors of folk tunes. They demon- 
strate some choice bits of Ameri- 
cana, and they touch upon folk 
tunes of other countries. “‘Tzena,” 
for example, is an adaptation of 
an Israeli folk tune. There’s hand- 
clapping and foot-stomping inter- 
ludes in this number. There’s also 
a Spanish marching song which 
gets high returns. | 

The makeup of the Weavers has | 


as its base a seasoned folk-singer, | 
Pete Seeger, who has made solo NATAYA & NATARJA 
Dancing 
7 Mins. 
Apollo, N. Y. 

Mixed colored terp team, garbed 
in East Indian attire, execute sev- 
eral dance routines in the Balinese 
motif. Their jeint contortions are 
marked by grimaces and copious 
writhing. Nevertheless it all adds up 
to slow going for the first five 
minutes. 


For a climax, the male undulates 
his shoulder blades in an uncanny 
fashion and also rattles his head in 

}an equally bizarre manner. Oddly 
‘enough, there are few movements 
|in this duo’s routines that could be 
finterpreted as suggestive. Turn 
| needs to develop a more showman- 
ily animation before it’s ready for 
Coming off the Metro lot for a, the better vaude and nitery book- 
in a Broadway house, | !M8s. Gilb. 

Gloria De Haven doesn’t have to| 3 


Baruch Sees 


Continued from page 1 


plunks out a banjo accompaniment; 
Lee Hays, who used to be an Ar- 
kansas preacher; Ronnie Gilbert) 
and Fred Hellerman, latter work- 
ing the guitar as well. 

Max Gordon, the Vanguard boni- 
face, could remain open into the 
summer with this group, judging 
from overflow houses, but Miss 
Gilbert is getting married and 
group is breaking up for a while. 
They'll reassemble in the fall to 
appear on the Blue Angel, N. ; oe 
epening bill. Jose. 





GLORIA DE HAVEN 
Songs 

15 Mins. 

Paramount, N. Y. 











a standout looker, she projects as 
strongly in the flesh as on the 
screen, and her job on the Para- 
mount stage is one of the best 


i of a Hollywood p.a. pro- housing, (4) hygiene, (5) medicine, 


For a refreshing change, Miss | (6) transporation, and (7) amuse- 
De Haven eschews the usual cliches | ment.” 
about a = Men a Golden has enlisted the sympa- 
doesn’t have to apologize for her | thies of Congressman Franklin D. 
Her pipes | Roosevelt, Jr., of New York, in his 
and her delivery has verve and | tax abatement drive. Recent let- 
wit. In short, her parlay of glamor | ter to the Congressman pointed out 
and talent adds up to a top turn. | the theatre’s fairly recent contri- 
conse Have nets, Walvee, butions to war morale, both civilian 
lino” “ : ” and servie, via the American The- 
Smiling” and “Bewitched,” before sire. Wing, USO-Camp Shbws, 


Army Emergency Relief, N. Y.’s 
Defense Recreation Committee, 
Irving Berlin’s “This Is_ the 
Army,” Moss Hart’s “Winged Vic- 
tory” and Golden’s own “The 
Army Play by Play” project. The 
theatre, Golden assured Roosevelt, 
is “the only profession in the world 
that gives away what it has to sell.” 


Golden, who was 76 years old 
yesterday (Tues.), was host to 4 
000 of his neighbors Sunday (25) 
at his Bayside, L. I., estate in his 
second annual “community party.” 
Sixteen singing groups from neigh- 
boring churches and the First 
Army Band were present. Maurice 
A. FitzGerald, borough president 
of Queens, led a group in singing 
“Happy Birthday” to Golden, 
whereupon the producer - song- 
writer sang three of his own old- 
time song hits, “Poor Butterfly,” 
Enchanted Evening.” It’s good for | ,Goodbye Girls, I'm Through” and 
hefty mitting as is “Why Was I Take It Away. 

Warbler has an easy going |, : 


Hughes’ Search 


Continued from page 7 











gets all 
the suggestive laughs out of that 
oldie and might even launch its 
revival. She does an equally sock | 
“Goodie | 
Goodie,” and the current pop, “I 
Don’t Care If The Sun Don't 
Shine.” Herm. 





BOB PARRISH 
Singing 
9 Mins. 
Apollo, N. Y. 
Broad-shouldered and sporting a | 
mustache, the colored Bob Parrish 
displays a baritone that matches 
his general physical makeup. For 





My Heart.” While he handles tle 
tune fairly well, the tempo is a bit 


More in Parrish’s alley is “Some 














With a good novelty add- 
ed to his repertoire and a more in- 
dividual style, there’s no reason 
why he won't be suitable for | 
Gilb result of which Music Corp. of 

* | America, which reps both Wald 
|and. Krasna, has been locked out. 
|Attorney David Tannenbaum. is 
‘dealing for Wald and Krasna, and 
14 Mins. ‘Lloyd Wright, G. J. Tevlin and 
Blue Angel, N. Y. |Gordon Youngman for RKO. 

The MAD-moiselles are a femme) ‘Tannenbaum is prexy of Wald- 
trio who work earnestly and with Krasna Productions, set up by the 
pair last week. Wald will be v.p. 
and secretary and Krasna v.p. and 
‘treasurer. The idea of designating 
‘themselves as veepees is to main- 
|tain parity of officerships, hence 
ence. their attorney is prez. There is a 

The comedy is mostly visual; possibility that they’ll bring into 














THE MAD-MOISELLES (3) 
Songs, Comedy 


songs, with the hefty middle mem- | 


comedy, The big girl shows 
flair for comedy, but the other two 


the material is common-place. And their unit as a writer-producer 


| 


, Ranald MacDougall, who quit. War 


their costuming is outlandish. 
ners last week. 


Kahn. 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 28, 1950 





56 
ou N. W. the most of being Bing’s brother 
i-enren _— be to provide the comedy. With a 


Ray Anthony Orch, Jack Carter,| Gummy of Bing spotlighted on 
Gloria DeHaven, Tip Tap & Toe; beams ‘he vang-taiked the selt-com- 
“Secret Fury,” reviewed in ‘posed “Let’s Make Comparisons.” 
riety, April 26, °50. In it, he points out that Bing 

—— wears a toupe and is fat, while he 

Paramount's current layout plays | still has his own hair and a 
solidly all the way. Well-planned | smaller paunch. It all makes for a 
and snappily paced, this show is jaughable stanza. ue 
making use of video (Jack Car-| Miss Donegan, boogie pianist, 
ter) and film (Gloria DeHaven) | displays a deft touch and rare ar- 
personalities to draw the custom- tistry on her numbers. 
ers. Both deliver handsomely with  McConnel & Moore do some ex- 
Ray Anthony’s crew tying the bill pert juggling that produces gasps. 
together with a smart brand of Betty Lou Holt, an acro dancer, 
music. Accidental juxtaposition in offers nifty routines. Tew. 
the billing of Carter’s and Miss De cinitienciactet 
Haven’s names recalls that the lat- | Oriental. Chi 
ter’s father was Carter De Haven, Chiéago, June 22. 
musical comedy and vaude singer Ted Daniel, Harrison, Carroll & 
of a generation ago. Her mother’ poss Virginia Lee (2), Pat 
also was in show biz. Rooney, Sr., Lind Bros. (3), Carl 





Carter’s growing impact as 8 Sand Orch: “Skipper Surprised 
TV performer is felt from his re- His Wife” (M-G). 
ception ‘rom the patrons who 
have seen him previously in their Current bill ambles along, ap- 


wses that 
handle for 


parently with no place to go, and 
despite absence of a real head- 
liner, provides fairly pleasant en- 
tertrinment. 

3i1] ovens with Ted Daniel. win- 
ner of the house’s amateur TV tal- 
ent hunt, singing “Marta.” Clean- 
cut- young baritone delivers in 
strong style and has poise. 


parlors He naturally 
video recocnition as a 
many of his gags which poke at 
the inanities in the new medium. 
It’s a punchy routine with pleniy 
of fresh material distributed amon? 
the standard gagging. Comic winds 
strongly with clever parody of a 
n°wsreel show. 





In the vocal department, Gloria 
DeHaven scores as a_ topflight 


stylist (New Acts). Opening and 
backing the show the Anthony 
crew dishes up a clean and crisp 


style of music in a format pat- 
terned after the late Glern Mil- 
ler’s band. There’s more than a 


stale anine of Miller’s w.k. swing 
stvle. however, in these fresh- 
sovnding arrangements. 

Anthony's neat-looking crew 
comovrises a standard distribution 
of five reeds, eight brass and three 
rhivthm with one .of the brass 
sideman shuttline between trumpet 
and trombore. After warmin? up 
house with a Dixie hoedown. “Skio 
To My Lou,” band swings throush 
its latest Hock of pon wax numbers. 
Led by Anthonv’s fine horn, band 
scores with its marching rendi- 
tion of “Tew Me Rinne: "Vocals 
well-hande'ed bv Ronnie Deauville 
ar’? the Skyliners. 

Onenins act on the bill, Tip. Tan 


sre 


and Toe rece throveh a classy 
terping rovtine, Foch of the trio) 
rotates with a different attack. | 


ranging from straivht tans to fancy | 
Slide steps. Turn has a potent im- 


pact. Herm. 
A anata, w. VY. 
Arnett Cohb Orch (7). Sonn 
Thompson Orch (12), Stumn & 


Stumov4, 
Parrish. 
Avenue” 


Natayo & Nataria. Boh 
Rohhu Marshall. “Wabash 
(20th). 





Long off the vodium due to ill- 
ness, tenor sexist Arnett Cobb 
shows he’s still a master of the. 
instrument ir haldine down ton! 
billing at the Anollo this week. For | 
his comehack. Cohb fronts a small | 
combo of one other reed, three 
rhythm ard two. brass. Bovs 
briskly hardie 4 quartet of num- | 
bers and the leader vartieulariv 
stands out on “Ghost of a Chance” 
and “Flvin’ Home.” | 

Otherwise. the lavout includes 
Sonny Thompson's hand. comedv 
duo of Stumn & Stumny. . Boli- 
mese dancers Natava & Nataria! 

ius warblers Bob Parrish and) 
obby Marshall. Show registers 
well with the payees. but curiouslv 
has no femmes on the roster save 
for the eal half of the tern duo. 

With four reed, five brass and 
three rhvthm. Thompson crew vets 
the session off to a fast start via a 
hot ditty. Outfit backs the show 
nicely and Thompson's individu] 

ianistics score solidly. Stump & 
tumpy, house faves, cop heavy 
mitting with their zanv funmaking. 
Some new gag material heightens 
their effectiveness. 

Sharing the bill’s vocal chores 
with Bob Parrish, Bobby Marshall 
¢licks with a pepped-up version of 

‘Call Me Darling” and also socks 
gs with a brace of Dlues num- 

‘rs. Parrish is reviewed under 
New Acts as are Nataya & Natorja. 

Gilb. 





Fox, Detroit 


Detroit, June 27. 
Bob Crosby, Toni Arden. Dor- 


othy Donegan, McConnel & Moore, | 


Betty Lou Holt, House Orch (14): 
“Mystery Street” (M-G). 





Three are featured in the Fox 
stage show this week but one, tiny 
Toni Arden, sings herself to a 
niche high above the others. That 
floesn’t mean Bob Crosby and 
Dorothy Donegan aren’t sock. 


acro 
ence to bring up her, partner, who 
stumbles 
act convincingly. 
swiitlyv 
Pat 
on in years, but maintains ease and 
grace. 
|'Rosie O’Gradv,” 
strut, followed by 
and 
Joe Frisco. 
on “Tea 
Trish jit and bows off after telling 
a counle 


act. 
ping some of the more refined and 
| sophisticated nitery 


strongly 
“Miserlou.” 


capably. 


Durant, De 
Kaufman Houce Orch; 
Tomahawk” (20th). 


of Brazilian 
mitt and critical honors. Their act 
is unique and entertaining. The | 
to combine acro stunting | 
with comedy is becoming somewhat 
wearing, but these boys succeed by 
not 
Their humor is sly and subtle and 
their balancing technique is tops. 
There 
ithe act and a welcome smoothness. ' 


vogue 


|'with a comic, 
i“You’re Different.” 


Harrison, Carroll & Ross, if 


nothing else, provide a variety of 
routines 
midget, play harmonicas, are hoof- 
ers. do comedy turns, and play a 
variety of other instruments. Mid- 
get 
comedy, while other man and gal 
do some dance 
panied by midget on piano and ac- 
cordion. 
Ray 
Fred 


Girl and two men, one a 


provides most of the blue 


routines accom- 
Hoofer’s’ imitations of 
Bolger, Bill Robinson and 
Astaire fail to impress. 

Virginian Lee follows with 
routine. She goes into 


her 
audi- 
and clowns through the 
Act moves 
solid reception. 
may be getting 


and 
Rooney, 


gets 
a... 


with “Daughter of 
then goes into a 
a good-humored 
imitation of 
slick softshoe 
he does solid 


Ovens 


excellently done 
After a 
for Two,” 
of gags. 
Lind Bros. are a good 
Trio mixes songs well. 


closing 
drop- 


numbers and 


lrunning through a variety that 
!would please any audience. Onen 
with “Hoop Dee Doo,” then 
“Toora Loora Loora.”” Other num- 
bers are “Wedding Samba,” 
“Come Back to Sorrento,” and 
i“Cry of the Wild Goose.” Close 


with vocal version - of 


Carl orch 


Chan. 


Sand house 


Capitol. Wash. 
Washington, June 24. 
& Adio, Ada Lynne, Jack 
Mattizis, Sam Jack 
“Ticket to 


Vic 


Capitol lineup this session is 


long on novelty and short on show- 
manship. General effect is spotty, 
and balance 
standard. 


is not up to house 


Vic & Adio, curtain raising team 
acros, walk off with 


overdoing the funny angle. 


is a continental flavor to 


Headliner Jack Durant has a fast 


line of rather tasteless gags, some 
of which resister well with patrons. 


Major portion of his running line 
is devoted to wife ribbing. which 
alwavs impresses as poor material 
for a family type audience. His 
style. sometimes weary, sometimes 


| frenzied. always intimate, is funny 


and would click with more hep ma- 


terial. Takeoffs, alternatine be- 
tween Peter Lorre and Sidney 
ireenstreet, deftly ribs the im- 


| pressionists’ corps, and gives comic 


walk off to good response. 


Ada Lynne has revamped her 


\“scout” routine and freshened it 
jup a good deal. It still lacks sock 


quality. Gal has fine potentialities, 
with her adolescent voice and wide 
eyed blondness but doesn’t quite 
make the grade. Garners laughs 
highly gagged tune, 


The dance slot is filled by a me- 


They are and were received en-| chanical doll dance flashily billed 


thusiastically by the sparse 
ence. 
Miss Arden’s opening number 
I Love You,” has plenty of 
unce. She changes pace to a 
rehy_ styling of “My Foolish 
Heart,” that sells equally as yell. 
Then “Sorrento” (in her native 
Italian) and other items to round 
@ut nice session. 
Crosby, acting as emcee, made 


audi- 





by act’s emcee as “a pair of dolls 
operated by remote control.” The 
illusion is sustained by going 
through the winding up motion and 
by the mechanical quality of the 
terping. Actually, it’s a new ver- 
sion of the live-dummy team, with 
a gal costumed to give effect of a 
pair of dancing dummies. Payees 
liked and some were fooled. 
Lowe. 


backs | 


| Roxy, N. Y. 
| Robert Merrill, Bunin Puppets 
with Doris Brown, De Castro Sis- 
lters (3), Bobby Whaling & Yvette, 
|'Wayne-Marlin Trio; Paul Ash 
{House Orch; “The / 
(20th) reviewed in Variety April 
26, ’50. 





The Roxy theatre is apparently 
starting a new cycle. 
viously experimented with 
personalities, the current 


video 
show 


seems to be veerip into the long- | 


hair field. There's elements of 
‘both schools on this display with 
the Met’s Robert Merril! and 
CBS-TV's Bunin Puppets, mainstay 
of the “Lucky Pup” show. 


It looks like the classicists step- 
ping off a peg into 
music can provide 
tainment for this 
does one of the most 
ing jobs to be heard here. He's a 
natural for this stage since he’s 
no stranger to this house. He first 
made an appearance here 10 years 
ago as one of a Major Bowes ama- 
teur troupe. During Danny Kaye’s 
stand at the Roxy, Merrill visited 
Kaye backstage and was inveigled 
to sing the “Whiffenpoof Song.” 
Merrill sells potently in his song 
session. He first essays “La Mati- 
nata” by Leoncavallo and segues 
into “Wandering,” “Some En- 
chanted Evening” as Ezio Pinza 
sang number in “South Pacific” 
and “Largo a Factotum” for a 
wrapup. The applause is long and 


house. i 
solid sing- 


solid. As an encore, he does 
“America the Beautiful,”” with the 
Statue of Liberty and the flag 


waving se'!ling. Since show is hold- 
ing over beyond July 4, it makes 
the patriotic production appropri- 
ate. 

The Roxy, of course, has occa- 
sionally gone in for concert hall 
performers. There was Grace 
Moore’s memorable stand some 
years ago and there was other 
periods when booker 
Rauch and managing director A. 
J. Balaban attempted to raid the 
concert field. However, the four 
and five shows a day routine was 
far from attractive to the con- 


Gunfighter” | eceentric dancing and 





Having pre- | well-mannered 


excellent enter- | Albert A : : ; 
Merrill | Arizona” (Lip), reviewed in Va- | the show to themselves. Benny, of 


Healy and Marion Green out for a 
clever toe number, with line’ in 
Gay '90s costumes backgrounding 
tor a nifty waltzclog finish. Ger- 
aldine & Joe, in their tumbling 
tomfollery get terrific returns for |@paries Warren & Jean, El Gran- 
. back and | qdas & Peter (5) Palladium Tiller 
front flips, with the lad stopping | Girls 416) Woolf Phillips & Sky- 
the show, when caught, with his | yo¢Kets Orch. 
amazing head-spins ala a human) 

top. Laura Leslie closes bill with! The Jack Benny-Phil Harris-Ro- 
‘ _ warbling for a) chester combo put on an entertain- 
splendid 70-mins, package that 1S ment plus. The 70 minutes of solid 
doing big business. McStay. |showmanship, richly loaded with 
wisecracks, songs and dance, wind- 
ing with a riotous hillbilly num- 
ber, earns aw ovation far sur- 
passing that received when come- 


Palladium. London 
London, June 19. 
Jack Benny with Phil Harris & 
Rochester, Harry Kahne, Rolly 
Rolls, Whirlwind Elwardos (5) 








Palaee, N. Y. 
Carlton & Del, Lee Marx, The 





Beachcombers (4), Jerry Bergen,|dian played this house two years 

assisted by Leone Hall; Guilijago. j 

Guili (2) Moke & Poke, Robert; Aside from a brief opening 
“middle-brow” | Ross (2), The Ericksons (5), Don number by the Tiller Girls, the 


House orch; “Baron of | Benny trio have the second half of 


15, °50. |course, opens with 15 minutes of 
inon-stop gagging before he is 
am , 'joined by Phil Harris and subse- 
While wot on par with some of | quently Rochester. He has the 
the recent displays at the Palace, | packed house rolling with his- suc- 


RIETY. Feb. 


current bil) has a wide diversity of | cessive va, _ fr Phil 
: righ aiming |pression, perfectly timed. ni 

ts e * an ‘rtaining | Pression, - >: 
SORE TR AND SUE oe SE, Hatris is also given an ovation. 


session. Bill is well-paced to hold |jyere’s no mistaking his popular- 
attention all the way and at the|ity here and he puts zing into a 


prevailing 90c top remains Broad-| quintet of song numbers which in- 
wav’s best bargain | clude “Chattanoogie Shoe Shine 





Sammy | 


‘ |'Boy” and “Is it True What They 
| Carlton & Del, mixed team, open Say About Dixie?” Rochester’s en- 
trance is cued to a phone-call and 
although betraying a trace of 


with a fast line of tap and rhythm 
routines that get over neatly. Lee 


Marx follows with a comedy jug- | 


fling stint, manipulating balls and 
clubs on terra firma and then atop 


a huge rubber ball for nice ap- 
plause. 

Jerry Bergen, pint-sized comic 
doubling from the Old Knick 
nitery, scores, as usual, with 


|clownantics, violining. Swiss bells | 


land xylophone selections. Sta- 
tuesque, blonde Leone Hall foils 
|neatly and contributes a pleasing 
jversion of “Someone To Watch 
|Over Me,” worked up for a solid 
| bowoff. 


| The Beachcoribers, vocal group 


| 
| 
| 
| 


nervousness, gets the regular big 
hand from the fans. After comedy 
repartee with Benny, he does a 
couple of songs and slick dance 
routine. Trio in hill-billy costumes 


wind with clever clowning that’s 
warmly. applatiided. Solid all the 
way. 


Only other transatlantic act in 
the show is Harry Kahne, with his 
clever upside-down writing and 
arithmetical calculations. He calls 
for six letter names and af- 
ter a few conventional sugges- 
tions, was greeted with a  pe- 
culiarly Yiddish name. He re- 


of three lads and an Hawaiian gal, | sponds to the spirit by writing it 


good selection 


comprising 


;}mony in a 
vocals 


certers at any price. Nonetheless, | Chant,” led by the gal and inter-| 


the Roxy has booked the N.Y. 
Philharmonic to be conducted by 

Dimitri Mitropoulos for late sum- 
mer. Merrill’s reception indicates 
that there’s a mass audience for 
this “better type of entertain- 
ment.” 

The rest of the show is also en- 
tertaining. The Bunin Puppets 
provide a cute interlude with the 
character; on their “Lucky Pup” 
tele displav. Doris Brown handles 
commentary neatly in some of the 
scenes, while puppets such = as 
Foodini and Pinhead provide good 
ientertainment. 

The Wayne Marlin trio offer 
jacrobatics in a manner that gives 
|the illusion of dancing. Group of 
| two boys and a girl offer some ex- 
|ecellent hand-to-handing to a nifty 
musical background and _ they’re 
off a bit. Bobby Whaling and 

Yvette also hit top applause with 
comedy evcling, and the De Castro 
Sisters also win plaudits 
trio of numbers with lots a mug- 
ping. 

There’s enough variety on this 
show even for an audience at- 
|tracted to such diverse elements 
as a western film and a Met per- 
sonality. Jose, 


Casine. Toronto 


Toronto, June 23, 
Laura Leslie, Bobby Sargent, 
Balabanow Duo, Geraldine & Joe, 
30b Goodman, Charles Gregory 
Girls (18) Archie Stone House 
Orch; “Prison Warden” (Col). 


On her identification as vocalist 
with the Sammy Kaye group, plus 
her disclicks, Laura Leslie (New 
Acts) is the marquee draw this 
week and gets a hefty reception 
from her fans; but other act are 
also crowding for applause honors. 

In a bang-up 70-mins. session, 
traveller parts on a full-stage Gay 
Paree sefting, with line on for a 
brisk can-can routine to “Mimi,” 
and Thelma Freshette and Naomi 
Doyle out for forte Frenchie solo 
warblings, and line winding with 
a neat hi-kick precision finale. 

Balabanow Duo follow with 
pleasing accord..n duets that might 
have been heard to better ad- 
vantage if the pit-band had sub- 
dued volume a little; also the red- 
headed girl member of the team 
could cut out her irrevelant dance- 
ing to their clever squeeze-box 
playing. Bobby Sargent is strictly 
zany with rubber-faced comedy and 
scored, when caught, on his good- 
natured mimicry of a European 
immigrant and Groucho Marx. 

Elaborate full-stage steamship 
|scene opens second half, with Bob 
Goodman on the bridge in cap- 
tain’s uniform for “Cruising Down 
the River” and girls in another 
— dance routine, with a 
neat singing assist from Rose 


acrobatic turn, with the team stick- | 


of | has a brief interlude in the Benny 
“Hawaiian | Ct, to calculate the star’s real age. 


Rolly Rolls, always a favorite in 


larded with some South Seas gy- London, again scores heavily as 
rations: “Lucky Old Sun,” and | ever. His interpretations of a 
other items to cop solid ap- pianist making his concert debut, 


| plause. Group is neat appearing, 
| have good voices and project well. 
| They could make the grade in plush 
niteries as well as vauders. Guili 
|Guili, Egyptian nagico, has 

| stick line of hocuspocus. Some 
|of the feats are standard but 
|that of making chicks disappear 
j;and then coughing them up, 
is his clincher. However, he 
; should limit the explanatory gab to 
a minimum, since most of it isn’t 
|understandable. Moke and Poke, 
ivet Negro comedy dancing team, 
jare the usual riot with their rou- 
itines, which accentuate slick hoof- 


| 


| 


j 
| 


ing. Lads pull all stons on the lat-| 


‘ter and wind up with their how!l- 
|getting jitterbugging to practically 
(cop the show. , 

| Robert Ross has been around 
before in the Ross & Stone act but 


‘Stone is still in the act but gets no 
(billing, althoueh her deadpan, 
‘lavy gal comedics, held to mini- 
|mum, are still potently effective. 
| However, Ross carries the major 
|burden of the chore with slick 
baritoning and niftv pianoing for 
good response, The Ericksons, 
Danish acro troupe, are potent 
elosers with their sock acro-rou- 
tines for solid applause. Don A\l- 
| bert and his house orch provide 
neat backing of acts and Dave 
|Dine’s production settings are i 
}accord with show's motif. Edba. 
| etieabitenataniaicnte 
Sieel Pier. A. ¢€. 
Atlantie City, June 23. 

Mills Bros. (5), The Adams; 


Mad Caps, Russ and Owens, Tom 
‘Hanlon, Jr., Johnny 


| 





for a | "Ow prefers solo billing. Maxine | 7 he Torch” 


| sults from her versions of current 


the typical blase type, the genius 


and a_ boogie-woogie player, are 
certain laugh getters. 
Tiller Girls, back after a short 


absence, open bill with a nautical 
routine based on sailor’s hornpipe. 
The number two spot goes to Fl 
Granadas & Peter, an energetic 
quintet who put on a boisterous 
show with ropes, whips and uni- 
cycle. Charles Warren and Jean get 
over in eccentric dancing. Another 
quintet are the Whirlwind Elwar- 
dos, four men and a girl. They're a 
good acrobatic team with a fast 
moving act. Myro. 
Olympia, Miami 
Miami, June 25. 
Janis Paige, Don Cornell, Al 
Norman, Nora Toomey Co., Lee 
Shippers, Legs Rhode House Orch; 
(EL). 


Lineup on tap this week adds 
up to satisfactory variety, with 
topliners Janis Paige and Don Cor- 
nell hitting ir solid fashion. 

Miss Paige’s canto is set up in- 
telligently to gain maximum re- 


ballads, plus smart and effective 
delivery to gain healthy reaction. 

Cornell, former Sammy Kave 
vocalist, offers tunes in smooth 
manner. Delivery is easy and sells 
well. Combo of pops and vocal 


,impreshes adds up for nice returns. 





Nora Toomey and her company 
get over with twists and spins, 
aerial acrobatics, garnering ap- 
plause. Lee Shippers’ corn-tinged, 
albeit effective, session on musical 


saws, flit guns and assorted gadgeis 
/adds novelty, while Al Norman em- 


O'Donnell Cees the proceedings in neat style, 


House orchestra; “Champagne for Plus comedy lined hoofing and 


Caesar” “The 


i} (EL). 

The Mills Bros. 
selves faves here again as 
topliners of current bill. Opening 
with “On the Alamo” they follow 





with “Daddy’s Little Girl” and | tion. 


| 
| 


proved them- | 


Sundowners”, Patter in own spot. 


Les Rhode house orch handles 
backgrounding capably. Lary. 











Skouras Return | 


—e COMtinued from page 5 


The 20th distrib chief has 











then their disclick, “Paper Doll” | been pushing a conciliation system 


and wind with “Up a Lazy River” | 0f his own to which a number of 
for boff returns. Encore with “J | National Allied groups have al- 


Wish I Knew,” “Till Now” and ready pledged their support. 


i“Beale Street Blues” for more 
| pattycakes, 
| Tom Hanlon, Jr., emcees affa- 


bly and clicks in own comedy stan- 
|2a. Mad Caps, a pair featuring 
| harmonicas and a fast line of pat- 
_ter also get over neatly. 

| The Adams, openers, do nicely 


| 


} 


+only one at a TOA event. 


\in bike and miniature motorcycle | 


stint. 


While Skouras is close to TOA 
leaders and has worked with them 
on a number of projects, Smith has 
evidenced greater sympathy for Al- 
lied. He has made a flock of ap- 
pearances at Allied regionals but 
At leasi, 
that is the feeling of many TOAers. 

Original arbitration startegy of 
TOA was to get the majors to spoi- 


Russ and Owens, a slap stick 5°" it as the prime way of ending 


trio, close show. No strangers here, | ¢Xhib-distrib legal feuding. 


If the 


they proved themselves as popular |™Majors refuse to act, TOA will 
as in other years and showed that | probably try to get the indusiry to 


slapstick 


comedy still rates 
plause, 


Walk, 


ap-| adopt it by calling a meet on its 


owh, 
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Goddard ‘Cleo’ Breaks Olney Record: 
Southern Conn. Scythe Circuit Stirs 


Olney, Md., June 27. * 


aulette Goddard in “Caesar 
y Cleopatra” last week broke all 
nouse records at the Olney theatre 
here with an absolute capacity of 
$14,500 for the 600-seat house. An 
extra 125 “temporary” seats at 
$2.40 helped boost the take and 


take care Of the overflow at every of Wycherly’s “The County Wife,” 
one of the 11 performances. House | piigay (93) and hacked out several 
is scaled at a $3 top. z . ._ | of the more lusty dines 

Eve Arden in “Over 21,” which} production has been doing sock 
opens tonight (27) for the usual | biz during its six-week run, and 
fuesday to Sunday run, 1s already | the censors’ action had little effect 
virtually a sellout with the SRO) on the b.o. because the play was 
sign out for the preem. Star’s ra-/| skedded to close its run Saturday 
dio rep, plus general prestige of | (24), anyway. ‘ J 
‘he barn theatre, is putting show | , 
over before it debuts. 

Producers Richard Skinner and 





Cambridge Censors Wake 


Boston, June 27. 
City of Cambridge censors, in a 
belated fling at purity, moved in 
on the Brattle Players’ production 








Up Little Late on ‘Wife’ 


Ballet Execs Abroad 


| Lincoln Kirstein, George Balan- 
|chine and Frances Hawkins, gen- 
| eral director, artistic director and 
exec secretary, respectively, of the 
N. Y. City Ballet Co., flew to Eu- 
rope Sunday (25) to prep the open- 
ing of the troupe’s London engage- 
,ment next month. 

Dance troupe will fly over July 3, 
for its opening at Covent Garden 
July 10. 





‘Miami May Get Summer 
| Theatre-in-the-Round 
Via Davis Nitery Duo 


Miami, June 27. 
| Theatre-in-the-round will be pro- 


| 


‘Carol Bruce in ‘Bloomer’ 





Pension & Welfare Fund, Full Pay | 
Hurt, Among Equity Bids to League 


° 





For Houston Lyric Week | 
Houston, June 27. 


The second production of the) 
Lyric theatre, Houston’s second 
summer musical theatre, opened | 


Seme form of pension and wel- 
fare fund for actors is among the 
demands of Equity in the current 
negotiations with the League of 
N. Y. Theatres. There are 17 other 
principal points in the union’s pro- 
posed changes in the minimum 
basie contract covering -Broadway 
and the road. Negotiations started 


| Monday (26) for a week’s run at the | last week and are proceeding in- 


| Public 
| “Bloomer 


School Stadium, with | 

Girl,” featuring Carol | 
Bruce, Dick Smart,’Avon Long and | 
Julie Rozan. Jay Blackton is mu-| 


|sical director. 


| 


Oilman Cornelius Kroll and his 


jected hereabouts within next few | son-in-law. Robert J. Altfeld, are 
weeks, if plans of Kitty and Danny | co-producers. 


Davis, local nitery operators, go 
through. Duo are currently in New 


| 





York, setting up presentations for | 


definitely, with daily sessions. 
Equity wants the producers to 
approve the principal of a pension 
and welfare fund, to be maintained 
by joint payroll contributions by 
both the management and actor 
(along the general lines of the 
Government’s social security plan), 
as well as by a share from the film 
and other subsidiary rights from 


shows. It asks for the formation 


} 
Evelyn Freyman have their fingers N So ht F 
crossed over prospects for a rec- e@Wa ll or 


ord-breaking season. House is al- 
ready two-thirds subscribed by sea- 
con seatholders, with Baltimore 
better represented than in past 
ceasons. Strawhat is midway be- 
tween Baltimore and Washington, 
but has previously drawn most of 
its trade from the capital rather 
than the Maryland city. 





S. Conn. Barns Beehiving 
New Haven, June 27. 

Locks will be pried from stable 
doors this week and next along the 
southern Connecticut scythe-and- 
sickle circuit. 

Tonight (27) has seasonal pre- 
mieres of Southbury Playhouse, 
Southbury, and Connecticut The- 
atre Colony at Clinton. Former is 
again operated by Jack Quinn, and 
breaks the 1950 ice with “Harvey.” 
Second bill is “Philadelphia 
Story,’ and others on the agenda 
include “Born Yesterday,” “Anna 
Lueasta.” “Penny Wise,” ‘Private 
Lives,’ “Male Animal” and “Mur- 
der Without Crime.” Sked calls for 
a 10-week season. 

At Clinton Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Quigley handle the reins for their 


second season of no-name stock. 
Teeoff tonight (27) is “Church 
\louse,” featuring Quigley and 


Sheila Bromley. Oscar Stirling, 
Evan Thomas and Virginia Dwyer 
are other members of the troupe. 
At Chapel Playhouse, Guilford, 
proprietor Lewis Harmon is exper- 
‘Continued on page 58) 


Contracts Inked for Chi 
Staging of Pitt Playhouse 





‘Fifty Grand’ Show in Fall; 


Pittsburgh, June 27. 

Contracts signed between Les 
Weinrott, Chi producer, and Ken 
Welch and David Crantz, authors 
of “Fifty Grand,” call for a Windy 
City production of the Pittsburg» 
Plavhouse’s recent hit revue be- 
tween Sept. 11 and Oct. 1: Weina- 
rott has already set several mem- 
bers of his staff, including Mar- 
garet Jones to do the vocal ar- 
rangements and coaching, job she 
perenne in the original version 
rere 

Richard Hoch, a_ elassmate of 
Welch's at Carnegie Tech who has 
lately been arranging for the Gene 
Williams band, has been engaged 
fo the do the orchestral arrange- 
ments and also to conduct the 
orch. Frank Wagner, who staged 
the musical numbers of last year’s 
Piayhouse musical “Of All Things,” 
and lately has been doing the 
dances for College Inn shows, will 
look after the choreography. John 
Boyt, Chi TV designer, will do sets 
and costumes. 

Weinrott is also due in town this 
week to audition a number of local 
players who were in the Playhouse 
Cast. Lot of rew material is being 
inserted by Welch, who wrote the 
musie and lyries, and Crantz, au- 
thor of the sketehes, and may in- 
clude several numbers from the 
Playhouse’s 49 show, “Of All 
Things,” which Welch likewise 
Wrote and which got a strawhat 
production last August at Ogun- 
quit, Me. 





‘Cymbeline’ in Mont’l 

, Montreal, June 27. 

Che annual Montreal Festival of 
Musie and Drama will open Mon- 
day, July 17, with a special per- 
formance of Bach’s St. Matthew 
Passion. ‘ 

As part of the festival, the Open 
Air Playhouse will present Skakes- 
peare’s “Cymbeline” for 10 ¢avs 


Komisarjevsky directing. 


London ‘Consul’ 


The London production of “The 
Consul” will be presented by Louis 
Dreyfus, British music publisher. 
The opera will probably open early 
in the fall, with composer Gian- 
Carlo Menotti repeating his Broad- 
way staging. Patricia Neway, who 
drew critical raves for her por- 
trayal of the femme lead at the 
| Barrymore, N. Y., is being sought 
| by Dreyfus for the West End ver- 
sion. Dreyfus, who has been asso- 
ciated with theatre-owner Prince 
| Littler and the H. M. Tennent Co. 
|in the presentation of numerous 
| Shows, does not generally produce 
on his own. 

Marie Power’, second 
lead in the priginal “Consul” com- 
| pany, takes a leave of absence from 
ithe cast some time in August to 
| sing her original title role in the 
| film edition of Menotti’s “The Me- 
dium,” to be produced in Italy un- 
| der the composer’s direction. Leo 
| Coleman, who played the deaf mute 
|in the original, will play the same 
, role in the picture. Miss Powers’ 
| replacement during her four-week 
_absence hasn't been selected. 
| The first theatre-in-the-round 
| production of “The Medium” and 
| the companion-piece, “The Tele- 
phone,” will be presented by David 
| Heilweil and Derrick Lynn-Thomas 
,at their Arena, N. Y., for four 
| weeks beginning July 19, following 
i'two Show-of-the-Mouth Club pre- 





| 


views. Zelma George, a discovery 
of Menotti, will sing the Marie 
Powers part and Coleman _ will 


again play the Mute. Menotti will 
direct, his first attempt in the 
arena-style form. 


Landlocked Showboat Co. 
Carries On in Ohio Town 


Kent, O., June 27. 
Score of “graduates” from the 
“Maiestic’” showboat troupe which 
toured the Ohio River last sea- 








‘moved into Chagrin Falls, O., to 
| give little 
| this summer in typical showboat 
| style. The players were unable to 
get on the boat again this year, 
since Hiram College actors had 
beaten them to it. Robert Wal- 
lace is in charge. 

Five-night runs from Wednes- 
days through Sundays are planned 
by the college players, all current 
or former students of Prof. G. 
Harry Wright, drama instructor at 
Kent State. Season opens tomor- 
row (28) with “10 Nights in a 
Barroom.” 

Other plays scheduled are: “Ar- 
senic and Old Lace,” “The Rope,” 
“Doctor in Spite of Himself,” 
“Hasty Heart,” “Charley's Aunt,” 
and “Glass Menagerie,’ with 
“Wanhope Building” ending the 
season Aug. 20. Children’s mat- 
inee performance of “Cinderella” 
and “Hansel and Gretel” are 
planned especially for local young- 
sters. 





Shawn Fest Bowing 
Lee, Mass., June 27. 


Jacob's Pillow Dance Festival, 
under the direction of Ted Shawn, 
| will open a 10-week season Satur- 
day (1) with matinee and evening 
performances by Nana Gollner, of 





femme | 


son, all from Kent State U., have, 


theatre performances | 


their bistro, which will be convert- 
(ed into a 400-seater for the idea. 
| Spot had been closed for the 
|summer, but when some of the 
|Miami Beach “idea” boys ap- 
| proached Davis on taking over the 
place for the summer and fall, with 
| deposit money ready for rental and 
|guarantee, the cafe operator de- 
icided he would try the project on 
i|his own, 

| It’s not a new type of drama 
| presentation for this sector, what 
| with St. John Terrell’s Music Tent, 
|which clicked so successfully last 
| winter, and the U. of Miami’s Ring 
|Theatre, which has been running 
|in solid (audience and production- 
jwise) fashion for several years 
now. Further interest in legit plays 
has been evidenced by vacationers 
|and residents in Miami at readings 
of Broadway hits by Prof. Samuel 
Hirsch of the university at ocean- 
front hotels, sellouts for his one- 
man presentations at the Delano 
hotel and other hostels being the 
rule. 

There have been a number 
of out-of-town promoters looking 
around in recent weeks for loca- 
tions in which they could present 
the arena type of theatre. 

The Davis operation would ex- 
clude food or liquor, concentrating 
on straight admission at $1.50 for 
the drama-minded. 


RICE’S ‘LOVE’ SEEN 1ST 
PLAYWRIGHTS’ SHOW 


First production of the season 
for the Playwrights’ Co. will prob- 
abiy be Elmer Rice’s “Love Among 
the Ruins,” which the author re- 
vised during his recent European 
| wnenibots with his wife, actress Bet- 
ty Field. No date is set for re- 
hearsals cf the drama, but it will 
probably be early fall, with Rice 
directing. 

Playwrights’ second production 
may be the Mark Twain musical, 
\for which Maxwell Anderson has 
| written the book and the late Kurt 
| Weill composed several songs. 
| However, no one has been signed 
to supply the additional music 
needed for the show. Meanwhile, 
Anderson has reportedly dropped 
ihis stcaight plav with a Washing- 
‘ton locale. and is working on an- 
,Other of undisclosed subject mat- 
ter. 

Robert E. Sherwood, 
'summering in England, has sent 
| word that he has completed the 
|general outline of his new drama 
about the pioneer west, and is 
| starting actual scripting. He is ex- 
pected to have it ready for reading 
| by the other Playwrights’ members 
‘on his return from England. Also 
on the Playwrights’ tentative sched- 
‘ule for this season is Elmer Rice’s 
revised edition of “Not For Chil- 
dren,” which the author-director 
/has thus tar been unable to cast. 


| ‘Alive’ Director Sues 
For $6,750 Royalties 


David Alexander, director of 
“Alive and Kicking,” has filed 
suit against the show’s producers, 
William R. Katzell and Ray Gold- 
en, for $6,750 in royalties allegedly 
in default from the show. Action 
was brought in supreme céurt of 
King’s county (Brooklyn), N. Y., 
where the plaintiff is a resident. 














Notice of trial has been set for | as supplying the music, Phil Sil- | 


|; September, but Alexander’s § at- 


,trial. Katzell is currently in Eng- 


who is} 


‘Actors, Chorus 
‘Unions May Merge 


Sentiment is apparently growing 
among the memberships of Actors 
‘Equity and Chorus Equity for a 
‘consolidation of the two unions. 
Factors that led to the original de- 
‘cision to separate them, about 30 
|years ago, no longer exist, it’s fig- 
ured, so it might be advantageous 
to have Equity absorb the chorus 
unit. 
| P ’ 

As far as is known, there’s no 
strong opposition to a merger. On 
|the contrary, officials of both out- 
| fits believe that,such a setup would 
ibe more flexible, efficient and eco- 
/nomical. Also, it would be more 
democratic, as Chorus Equity mem- 
| bers would then have equal voting 


power with the Equity member- 
ship. At present, they have only 
limited representation on_ the 


| Equity council, the parent group’s 
governing body. Their own execu- 
| tive committee has only merely ad- 
_visory power, subject to Equity 
, council approval. 
| At the time of Equity’s original 
formation, chorus performers were 
regarded as more or less irrespon- 
| Sible, so they were relegated to a 
subordinate union, with limited say 
jin determining policy. Nowadays, 
however, chorus work has tended 
to become more and more a per- 
manent career, requiring talent, 
versatility and long training. So 
the original conception of chorus 
performers as happy-go-lucky kids 
in an anachronism. 

With both Equity and Chorus 
Equity now fully occupied with ne- 
gotiations with the League of N. Y. 
Theatres for a new minimum basic 
contract, no immediate action to- 
ward a merger is contemplated. 
| However, such a move is regarded 
/as inevitable. It would probably in- 
| volve a relatively simple operation, 
_since the chorus unit has only a 
‘small administrative staff, which 
‘could easily be absorbed by the 
parent organization. 





Gordon’s Musical ‘Time’ 
| Incepted by Robinson 


Max Gordon will probably be as- 


_sociated with Hubbell Robinson, 


| Jr., CBS program vice-president, in 
| the production of the proposed 


musical edition of Arthur Kober’s 
“Having Wonderful Time.” How- 
| ever, Robinson will receive no bill- 
ing on the presentation, in accora- 
| ance with network rules, although 
he reportedly brought the idea to 
| Gordon and is raising all the $200,- 
000 financing. 

The deal for the Kober musical, 
following immediately on news 
that RCA would back “Call Me 
Madam,” the Irving Berlin-How- 
|ard “Lindsay and Russell Crouse 
|musical caused speculation that 
!CBS might also be invading the 
legit field, with an eye to televi- 
sion and reeording rights. Such 
an interpretation was denied by 
CBS’ officials, however, with the 
statement that Robinson is acting 
entirely on his own “in the ven- 
ture.” 

With Kober writing the adapta- 
tion and Harold Rome mentioned 








| vers is being sought for the mate 


Ballet Theatre; Paul Petroff, Pola! torney, Martin H. Leonard, hopes | lead. The show may be titled “Wish 
Nirenska, Jean Leon Destine and | to examine the defendents before | You Were Here.” 
| Jeanne Ramon. 


| Actual idea for the musical edi- 


of a joint committee to work out 
the details of such a program, and 
suggests that the League and 
|union each contribute $1,500 to 
pay the expenses thereof. 

Although the managers have re- 
portedly expressed sympathy with 
| the idea of such a setup, they 
claim that it would further in- 
crease operating costs. However, 
Equity argues that a boost would 
be relatively negligible. In the 
extreme case of, say, “South Pa- 
cific,” a 1% payment by the man- 
agement would amount to only 
about $130 a week, union repre- 
sentatives figure. 
“ Under the same general head- 
ing, Equity seeks to obtain full 
salary for actors injured during 
rehearsals or performance. It a’so 
asks the managemént to insure the 
player under one of the standard 
hospitalization plans. Finally, it 
wants to make the League respon- 
sible for fire and safety, sanitation, 
etc., in all theatres. 

At least one 24-hour day’s rest 
a week, as applies in New York, is 
sought to be extended to the road, 
where some shows now play a 
seven-day schedule where local 
|laws permit. The union also re- 


quests an eight-hour limit on per- ~ 


formances and rehearsa!s, for the 
period from four weeks after an 
out of town opening to the day be- 
fore the Broadway premiere. A 
boost in the salary minimum for 
‘Continued on page 60) 


Equity Reprimands 2; 
Missed Performances 


Due to Film Conflict 


The Equity council issued rep- 
rimands yesterday (Tues.) to Henry 





Siate, of the cast of “Scuth Pa- 
cific,” and Harvey Lembeck, of 
|““Mister Roberts,” for missing 


| matinee performances of their re- 


spective shows recently, because 
of a conflicting film assignment. 


'In accepting the apologies of the 
two actors, the council ‘“‘made it 
clear that it will not countenance 
any repetition of this violation of 
the union rules, which jeopardized 
the employment of other Equity 
| members.” 

| Charges against S'ate and Lem- 
'beck had been brought by the 
“South Pacific’ and “Roberts” 
,Managements, after the players 
|had allegedly given insufficient 
notice that they would be unable 
to play a recent Wednesday mati- 
nee because they were needed for 
shooting of N. Y. scenes of the 
Henry Hathaway - directed ‘‘Four- 
teen Hours,” for 20th-Fox. 

After Slate and Lembeck apolo- 
gized to the managements of the 
two shows, to the other actors in 
their respective casts and to 
| Equity, the charges against them 
‘were dropped. The Equity an- 
|nouncement of the case included 
a warning to all members that, 
in accepting outside employment, 
they must be sure that it does not 
“conflict with their primary ob- 
ligation.” 


Elitch Opens 59th Year 
With ‘Present Laughter’ 


Denver, June 27. 











Elitech theatre starts its 59th 
‘year of summer stock this week 
with Noel Coward’s “Present 


| Laughter,” and judging from sca- 
| Son ticket reservations, and the 
near sellouts the two opening 
nights, the season will be one of 
the most successful. 
Directing is Walter N. Greaza, 
| In the cast are Harriet MacGibbon, 
| Jack Davis, Francis Waller, Mary 


Latter two were recently fea-| land and Golden is on the Coast. tion of the Kober play was origin-| Alice Moore, Eugene Stuckmann, 
beginning July 19 with Theodore tured at the Haitian International | Both were served with summons ally suggested to Robinson by Les-| Michael Sivy, Helene Ambrose, 


Exposition, 


| before leaving New York. 


‘ter Gottlieb, a CBS producer. 


Alice Tobin and Emmett Vogan. 
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Edinburgh Fest to Fork Out 1406 


For N.Y. Philharmonic’s ’51 Jaunt 





The N. Y. Philharmonic-Sym-* 


phony is slated to visit Scotland 
in 1951, to appear at the Edin- 
burgh Festival in from 12 to 14 
concerts, starting Aug. 19. Orch 
won't appear anywhere else, either 
in London or on the Continent, as 
supposed, returning early in Sep- 
tember for rehearsals for its own 
N. Y. season. Orch is going at in- 
vitation and sponsorship of Edin- 
burgh Festival authorities, who 
will pay all costs—transportation, 
housing, per diem rates to men, 
salaries, etc. 

Estimated ecost—from N. Y. back 
to N. Y.—is $140,000. Although a 
large part of this will be in dol- 
lars, for salaries, etc., transporta- 
tion and other costs will be in 
pounds, as the orch will travel on 
a British boat, the Queen Mary or 
Elizabeth. Orch players are also 
expected to leave much of their 
salaries as well as per diem dol- 
lars in England, for housing, gifts, 
etc. All these factors were dis- 
cussed, since it was necessary to 
get permission from the British 
Treasury to release the dollars. 
Negotiations were handled by Ian 
Hunter, managing director of the 
Festival, and Arthur Judson and 
Bruno Zirato, managers of the 
N. Y. orchestra. 

Dimitri Mitropoulos, the orch’s 
musical director, and Bruno Wal- 
ter. its former director, will share 
the podium for the concerts. It’s 
expected that name soloists will be 
engaged for some of the concerts, 
with Festival authorities paying 
the freight. Local 802 of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
as well as the Philharmonic board, 
have okayed the trip and terms. 
Minimum salary will be $125 a 
week. Other terms are: 14 con- 
certs in two weeks, if ordered, with 
a seven-day working week; N. Y. 
rehearsals at $6 per two hours or | 
less; rehearsals in Scotland at $10 
per two hours; per diem expenses | 


of $5 on board ship; $10 per diem | 


in Scotland, and $10 per day while | Findatus 


waiting for ship transportation to 
and from England. The orch’s 104 
members will make the trip. 


The Philharmonic was last in 
Europe in 1930, when it played 23 
concerts under direction of Ar- 
turo Toscanini. Negotiations for 
the Edinburgh jaunt started in 
1947, but a hitch on expenses 
nixed a visit last summer 


visit of a U. S. symph to England, 
however. The Philadelphia Orches- 
tra, under Eugene Ormandy, gave 
28 concerts in Britain in May and 
June, 1949. 





: Strawhat Reviews 











Angel in the Pawnshop 
Westport, Conn., June 26. 


Lawrence Langner, Armina Marshall 


and John C. Wilson presentation of com- | 
Shiffrin. Stars Eddie Dow- | 


edy by A. B. 

ling. Staged by Martin Manulis. 

and Nenting, Eldon Elder. At Country 
e 


Setting 


Playhouse, stport, Conn., July 16, ’50. 
a Sea ddie Dowling 
ME. 5 Sache k as eens hee eeedss John Farrell 
Danny O’Keefe...ccccos...: Hugh Reilly 
Easels GHOW .. oc ccccccens Joan McCracken 
DEL. 5.4 dices epadboset ct John Farrell 
Duke Jomes......ccccee:s Willie Lewis 
Thomas Spangle........ Murray Hamliton 
Joe Mandlebaum......... Robert Webber 
Young Man ....cccccoss: Robert Whiting 
Priscilla Nash............. Elizabeth Kerr 


Lawrence Langner and Eddie 
Dowling jointly own this wordy 
whimsey which the Theatre Guild 
is priming for a fall production. 
In it Dowling, at least, is perfectly 
at home, for the mists that steep 
from fancy have long been his dish. 
Even though his drama never takes 
on the dimensions of a good play, 
Dowling is completely at his ease. 
His ruffled hair, shambling locomo- 


tion and attire have long fascinated |—Rathbone invests the role with | 


a respectable following. Dowling 
knows a Dowling part when he 
sees one. 


Here the former song-and-dance | 


(49). | 
This won’t be the first postwar | 


? 


‘Melody Fair’s ‘Widow’ 


Danbury, Conn., June 27. 
| Weekend husiness gave Ben 


best index of the drawing power 
of their new Melody Fair, the mu- 
sic theatre-in-the-round which 


opened here Tuesday (20) on the 
90-year-old Danbury Fair grounds. 
After a pair of light nights busi- 
ness jumped with influx of week- 
end visitors and gross hit $9,550, 
about 20° under the capacity of 
the 2,000-seater canvas-top. Open- | 
ing bill was. “The Merry Widow,” 
with Irra Petina of the Metropoli- 
tan Opera. This week Billy Gil- 
bert stars in “The Chocolate Sol- 
dier.” 

Danbury isn’t a big centre of 
population and stand must depend 
on drawing from Bridgeport, Nor- 
walk, Stamford and other cities. | 
Boyar, former Waterbury news- 
paperman, also counts on attract- 
ing pilgrims from the Naugatuck 
Valley, which he once covered. 

Theatre boasts one of the pleas- 
antest locations possible with park 
benches set on a mall for the audi- 
ence between the acts. Company 
is housed at Kenosha Lodge on 
Lake Kenosha, a haif mile from 
the theatre. 





Play on B’way 











Julius Caesar 
David Heilweil & Derrick Lynn-Thomas 
presentation of revival of William Shake- 
speare tragedy in three acts. Stars Basil 


Rathbone; features Joseph Holland, A\l- 
fred Ryder, Berry Kroeger, Horace Bra- 
ham, Emily Lawrence, Sarah Burton. Di- | 
{rected by Dan Levin. Designed and 
lighted by Ralph Alswang; costumes by 
Beulah Frankel; incidental music and 


songs by Hall Overton. At Arena, Edison 
| hotel, N. Y., June 20, °50; $3 top. 


Cassius... Terre ee Basil Rathbone 
Metellus Cimber.........-- Winston Ross 
APCOTRIGOPES.« . ec ccccnsecrs Alan Dreeben 


Messala Milton Selzer 


eee eee ee 


| Julius Caesar....cccccess. Horace Braham 
CNTR. ccc cesaaweqeees Sarah Burton 
| AMCOMY... cr cecccrcccccceer: Alfred Ryder 
Bo Wer Berry Kroeger 
RRSP ee Joseph Holland 
Conspirator Cinna....... Herbert Ratner 
BN Fest ensiaceveseaes Martin Newman 
DL  c.venee 84005 es eeee Tony Dowling 
| Trebonius..........+0-- John Glendinning 
‘,. Saverreeurea cs .Emily Lawrence 


Charles Vocalis 
Howard Wendell 
Kurt Richards 


| Servant to Antony 
| Poet Cinna..... 
| Octavius 


Shakespeare is done well 
‘even handsomely, in the intimate 
‘the converted Edison hotel bail- 
| room. The declamations and rant- 
‘ings of “Julius Caesar’ seem to 
'suit the vis-a-vis closeup setting, 
-as husbands fondle wives, enemies 


|pro this week f 

‘=e ° ‘in the Civic Light Opera Assn.'s 
n Danbu 

Fair $9,550 ; ry 'at the Pitt Stadium. Her previous 

‘stage appearances have been con- 

‘| fined to the local community the-| 

Boyar and James Westerfield their | 


|injured his 


Richard Wilder | 


by, | 


Pitt Femme Broadcaster 


Featured in Stadium Legit 
Pittsburgh, June 27. 

Florence Sando, one of Pitts- 

burgh’s best-known femme radio 

commentators and_ director of 

women’s activities at the Hearst- 


this week for a feature 


production of “No, No, Nanette 


atre, Pittsburgh Playhouse, where | 
she’s done a number of shows, last | 
one being the hit musical, “Fifty 
Grand.” { 

Miss Sando took a week of her 
vacation from WCAE to spend in| 
rehearsals for “Nanette,” with 
Bette Smiley the temporary re- 
placement on her daily programs. 


Legit Bits 


Film rights to William Inge’s | 
“Come Back, Little Sheba” have 
been sold to Hal Wallis for a re-| 
ported $100,000, plus percentage 
... Producer Dwight Deere Wiman 
returned yesterday (Tues.) on the 
Nieu Amsterdam from Europe .. 
The Elmer Rices (Betty Field) and 
the Robert Whiteheads (Virginia 
Bolen) arrived Monday (26) on the 
Ile de France . . Harriet Ames, 
an investor in various Broadway 
shows, 
stake in and will co-present the 
Festival Theatre, organized by Sam 
Wanamaker and Therese Hayden, 











which opens July 24 with “Parisi- | 


” 


enne,” at the Fulton, N. Y. . 
The next Lambs’ Wash will be he 
Aug. 8 at the Percy Williams home, 
Hyslip, L. I., with 
as Collie and Mickey 
Herder... Pressagent George Ross 
back 
while at the shore Actress 
Trescott Ripley to the Coast last 
week, and is due back east about 
Aug. 1... Eunice Healey opened 
her own production office. 


U. S. Ambassador Lewis Douglas 
and Herbert Agar, of the London 
Embassy staff, have been elected 
to the board of the Shakespeare 
Memorial theatre, Stratford-on- 
Avon ..°. The Louis Jouvet acting 
troupe, of Paris, is slated to tour 
the U. S. next spring, under spon- 
sorship of the American National 
Theatre & Academy 


and son-in-law Myron Wallace 
|have optioned Patricia Coleman’s 
| “Recurrent Dream” for presenta- 
tion in Chicago and ultimately on 
| Broadway .. . Eddie Dimond, dis- 
charged from Medical Center, 
|N. Y., after withdrawing from a 
strawhat staging assignment be- 
i|cause of nervous exhaustion, will 


é | vacation at the shore for the sum- 
| arena-style presentation current at | 


| mer... Casting began this week 


| for a third company of “South 


| Pacific’ ... John Shubert is vaca- 
| tioning on his boat in Long Island 
, Sound Gian-Carlo Menotti’s 
|“The Medium” and “The Tele- 
, phone” will be the next offering 


| “names.” 


has a substantial financial | 


Id | 
Arthur Vinton | 
Alpert as 


last weekend, | 


. Frank | 
| Chapman, his daughter Buff Cobb 


a 


{ 
} 
' 








imenting with a new setup. House | 


‘has been on a star policy for a/| 


/ number of years, but this season 


|owned station WCAE, has turned | Harmon is banking on a strictly 
role | 


|resident group and has slashed 
'prices to offset the absence of 
Spot opens Saturday (1) 
with ‘Clutterbuck,’ which runs 
through July 8. Followups are 
“Two Blind Mice” (July 10-15) and 
“Pygmalion” (17-22). Edwin Phil- 
lips is set as the season’s director. 

At Ivoryton, Milton Stiefel un- 
veils the new season next Monday 
(3) with Nigel Bruce in “Yes, 
M’Lord.” As in recent years, Stiefel 


will stick to the name policy, with | 


a top of $2.95. Number two on 
the lineup is Shelley Winters in 
“Born Yesterday” (10). Stiefel 





toyed with the idea of tent music- | 


als at nearby New London for this 
summer but plans caught a crab 


and the project failed to materi- | a sing directo rof the strawhatter. 


alize. 

| At Norwich, first attraction at 
| Herbert Kneeter’s summer theatre, 
newly air-conditioned, opened last 
|night (26). It’s Kay Francis in 


-| “Goodbye, My Fancy.” Also work- 


|ing the star pattern, house will 
follow with Eve Arden in “Over 
21,” Franchot Tone and Margaret 
| Lindsay in “Second Man,” Laraine 
Day in “‘Angel Street,” Victor Jory 
in “The Spider,’ Nancy Walker in 
“On the Town,” and Edward Arn- 
old in “Bishop Misbehaves.” Plans 
call for an 1l-week season. 

Giving nearby strawhats a bit ef 
competition is a local non-pro 





Goddard ‘Cleo’ Breaks 


Continued from page 57 


to Trenton theatregoers. The in- 
stallation of a new amplification 
system as well as an air-cooling 
system now in operation at Mc- 
Carter will definitely prove a 
strong boxoffice hypo. 

A_ bonanza biz is expected this 
week with Franchot Tone in “The 
Second Man,” supported by Mar- 
garet Lindsay. Advanee sale is ex- 
cellent. Good advance is reported 
also for Laraine Day in “Angel 
Street” (July 3) and Eve Arden in 
“Over 21” (July 10). 





Blythewood’s ‘Check’ Preem 

Chestertown, N. Y., June 27. 
“Check and Double,” a new farce 
by Morton Krouse and Leonard 
Plato, will open the Blythewood 
theatre on Loon Lake, four miles 
from Chestertown, July 2. Blythe- 
wood producer, Leon J. Bronesky, 
has optioned the play for fall pro- 
duction. Plato, co-author, is man- 


James Winslow will direct “Check 


,and Double,” slated for presenta- 
tion July 2, 9, 16 and 23, in a reper- 
| tory setup. 


Others slated for the series are 
A Night of Chekhov (‘Marriage 
Proposal,” “‘Harmfulness of Smok- 
ing Tobacco” and “The Boor’), and 
Moliere’s “A Doctor in Spite of 
Himself.” Another new _ opus, 
*“‘Mourner’s Bench,” is slated for 
production toward the end of July. 


| Two other new plays will be select. 


troupe, the Hamden Players, which } 


is offering a six-week sked includ- 
ing “Fatal Weakness,” “Ten Little 
Indians,” 
Spirit,” “Claudia” and ‘‘She Loves 
Me Not.” 





Chatterton Ups Chevy Chase 
Chicago, June 27. 
Ruth Chatterton in “Little 
Foxes” broke the G@hevy Chase 
theatre record by $100 last week. 
Record for engagement, which 


to Miss Chatterton as a new straw- 
| hat name here and publicity from 
her book, ‘“‘Homeward Born.” Ian 

Kieth opens in “Play's the Thing” 
| today (27). 

Martha Scott is set in “Another 
Language” the week following. 
Imogene Coca is next in “Happy 
| Birthday.””’ Comedienne has been 


“Kiss and Tell,” “Blithe | 





ed, Plato said. 

Resident company comprises 
Sheppard Kerman, Jorie Wyler, 
Lisa Fillman, Tex Fox, Bill Reid, 
Lou Clarke and Michael Grimes. 





‘Norway’ Perks Lambertville 
Lambertville, N. J., June 27. 
“Song of Norway,” the Musie 


| Circus’ third production of the sea- 


son, last week drew the best press 
yet. Consensus was that it adapted 
itself better than previous vintage 
works to arena staging. Company 
also drew plaudits with Arthur 


| Kent as Grieg; Dorothy MacNeil, 
| Howard Ross, and Winifred Heidt 


ended Sunday (25), was attributed | 


| 
| 
| 


| set for two weeks due to unprece- | 


|dented demand for 


tickets, 
| traced to her TV stint. 





Reed Spurts Bucks 
New Hope, Pa., June 27. 
With Florence Reed in “The 
Royal Family” providing one of 
| the best-liked bills in the history of 
| the Bucks County Playhouse, busi- 
|mess took something of a spurt 
last week, but was not up to what 
it should have been. It was the 
best gross, however, of the first 
| three weeks. A year ago, Miss 





denounce each other and conspira- | of the Arena theatre, N. Y., follow- | Reed played in “The Circle” and 
‘tors seal their deals with hand-| ing the current revival of “Julius| did a sellout week. 


| clasps. 


And as well staged and/ Caesar,” starring Basil Rathbone | 


Reason for the slump is some- 


| performed as it is here, this stock |... Peggy Cass, Sheila Bond, Car-| thing of a puzzle, although the 


/company production of the Bard 
is commendable stuff. 
Scenery, mass movement and 


{ 


|men Mathews, Jack Gilford, Scott 
| McKay, Chester-Stratton, Pat Har- 
|rington, Heywood Hale Broun, 


| first two days of week were chilly 
| and cloudy. As the week wore on, 
| trade picked up and showed its 


| erowds aren’t missed after the first | Wurvyn Vye, Charles Chaplin, Jr., | first real activity of season. 


_few moments, under the spell of and Jehn Drew Colt have been cast | 


Dorethy Sands is playing the 


‘the Bard’s lines and some superior | for Garson Kanin’s “Live Wire,” | Grace George role in “The Velvet 


enunciation of them. The tragedy 


is a drama of single men’s envy,!| week under the author’s direction, | 


plotting and murder, and very apt 
‘for an intime presentation. The 
|murder of Caesar by his fellow- 
| senators is the more gripping for 
the close, naked brutality of it. 
Arena-seated spectators become a 
'part of the play, and after the 
| first few scenes of slightly windy, 
| wordy setting of the plot, are com- 
| pletely absorbed in its progress. 

| Thanks for this are largely due 
|to the performances of an able 
' troupe of mummers headed by Ba- 
| sil Rathbone. Playing, in a sense, 
'a supporting part as the conspira- 
‘tor Cassius—instead of such name 
{roles as Caesar, Brutus or Antony 


power, bite and strong individual- 
/ ity. His reading of the familiar 
| lines is a treat to hear. 


Other portrayals are in keeping. 


man is a gentle pawnbroker living, Joseph Holland makes a _ noble 


in a property-man’s dreamworld. | Brutus; Horace Braham an imperi- 


Bicycles hang from the ceiling at | ous, though sometimes slightly un- 


Westport and muskets sway 
umbrella stands. 


| 


y inj|sure Caesar, and Alfred Ryder a/| 
An improvident | shrewd, 


compelling Antony. 


musician comes in to practice upon | smaller roles, Berry Kroeger is an 
his clarinet long since in hock. A impressive Casca, although the lav- 
dramatist is permitted to work! ender tints of his first big scene 


upon his impounded typewriter. 
There is even one of those wispy | bert 


‘are a little disconcerting; and Her- 
Ratner, John Glendinning, 


Dowling heroines who moves into, Martin Newman and Tony Dowling 


the pawnshop, sweeps up the dust, 
renovates the kitchen and rum-| Lawrence, as Portia, 


|are convincing as cohorts. Emily 


and Sarah 


mages through the second-hand | Burton, as Calpurnia, are dramatic- 


wardrobe to dress up like a proud 
empress. 
Early in the play there is the 
prospect of novelty when a gunman 
(Continued on page. 60) 


| ally effective as well as decorative. 
| Dan Levin’s direction and Ralph 
| Alswang’s lighting also do much to 
| give this presentation its lustre. 

i Bron. * 


In | 


| which went into rehearsal this 
|for a strawhat tryout by Michael 


| Todd. 
| “Mister Roberts” will lay off 


| July 17 to Aug. 14 at the Alvin, 
| N. Y., to give its star, Henry Fonda, 
|a rest ... Phil Stein, stage man- 
|ager of “Peter Pan,” has optioned 
| Inez Karma’s “Send for the Moon” 
for fall production, possibly under 
| Jose Ferrer’s direction ... Wallace 
| Ford takes over the male lead, op- 
| pesite Shirley Booth, in “Come 
| Back, Little Sheba” next week, 
| succeeding Sidney Blackmer, who 
| goes to the Coast on a film con- 
| tract. Peggy Nelson assumes the 
| ingenue part in the show this week, 
‘in place of Joan Lorring . 

| Pressagent Sol Jacobson splitting 
| this week between the Poconos and 
|Truro, on Cape Cod Paul 
| Czinner, producer-husband of ac- 
| tress Elisabeth Bergner, was tapped 
| last week for an _ uncontested 
| judgment for $341, brought by 
the telephone company .. . Newly- 
elected officers of the United 
Scenic Artists, Associate Members- 
Costume Designers, are Eleanor 
_ Goldsmith, chairman; Alfred Stern, 
vice-chairman, and Robert Byrne, 
trustee. 

More than 200 tickets are sold 
for the Show Train for “Kiss Me, 
Kate,” although the date isn’t un- 
til July 21 and the New Haven 
R. R. announced the sale only a 
week ago... Sylvia Siecler, who 
has just started a new mo-il-order 


j (Continued on page 59) 


Glove” as the current attraction. 





Will-O-Way $2,100 in First 
Detroit, June 27. 


|duction of “Light Up the Sky,” 
with Gerald Harrington, George 
'Hunter and Delores Rashid, 
| grossed $2,100 in its first week at 
| Michigan’s oldest strawhat. 
| remains another week. All ticket 
'for the 323 seats are $2. 

Next presentation will be “Three 


| rill and Juva Beeman, July 4-16. 
| Bill Merrill is director of all the 
theatre’s productions. 





Princeton’s Prime Start 
Princeton, N. J., June 27. 
Herbert Kenwith's 
Summer Theatre (McCarter thea- 


all | 


in other top spots. 

Audrey Guard, Robert Feyti, 
Fred Harper and George Lipton 
were also cited. Robert Jarvis 
staged with Edward Hunt in the 
pit and William Jonson as choral 
director. Charles Evans’ designs 
for the circular stage again merit- 
ed attention from all the review- 
ers, proving that suggested settings 
can be important to the arena style. 
_Annamary Dickey is guest-star- 
ring tonight (Tues.) in “Rio Rita” 
through Sunday, with David At- 
kinson singing opposite. 





Worcester’s Doldrums 
Worcester, June 27. 

The first of the numerous stock 
companies in this area to encounter 
financial troubles is Guy Palmer- 
ton’s well-established company at 
the Playhouse here. He announced 
that beginning this week, he will 
cut all seats to $1. If that doesn’t 
work, he’ll shutter. 

He blames the general tightness 
of money. The fact that a half- 
dozen other companies are operat- 
ting isn’t an important factor, he 
says, because biz was bad with him 
even before they opened. 

Red Barn, Westboro, is doing the 
top business in central Massa- 
chusetts. 

Newly-opened  Theatre-in-the- 
Round on the Speedway here had 





a good opening week, manager 
Alan Gray Holmes reports. Second 


| bill starting tonight (27) is “Jenn 
|. The Will-O-Way Playhouse pro- | Kissed Me.” , 


| 


| 


| 


Princeton | wil 


Haden At Stockbridge 
Stockbridge, Mass., June 27. 
Sarah Haden, who played Aunt 





Play | Millie in the Hardy family film 
s | series, will make hee first appear- 


ance in legit for some years when 
she takes the featured role in W. 


| Blind Mice,” with Teresa Way Mer- | Somerset Maugham’s “The Sacred 


Flame” at the Berkshire Playhouse 


'in Stockbridge, Mass., week 0 
July 3. 
Barbara Brady, grandaughter 


of the late William A. Brady and 
Grace George, and William Roerick 
1 make their first appearances of 


|the current season in the drama. 


tre) got off to a good start here | Roerick, co-author of “The Hap- 
last week with Shelley Winters in! piest Years,” which producer Wil- 
Garson Kanin’s “Born Yesterday.” | liam Miles tried out at Stockbridge 

Producer - director Kenwith,/in 1948, was co-featured last sum- 
whose initial bill of the season! mer with Francesca Bruning and 
enjoyed an excellent press, said| Lewis Martin in “The Heiress” at 
more than 100 persons were turned | the Playhouse. 


away Monday an@ Tuesday nights. 
Business throughout the whole 
week was excellent, he said, with 
a gross of $12,000. He estimated 


the operating nut at approximate- | de 


‘ly $9,500. Evening scale is $1.20 
to $3; matinees on Wednesday and 
Saturday, $1.20 to $2.40 tax in- 
cluded. 

Kenwith succeeded in obtaining 
the Trenton Transit’s coope 
in having Trenton-boun 








Quebec Straw’s Sked 
Montreal, June 27. 
The Brae Manor Playhouse, un- 
r direction of Marjorie and Fil- 
more Sadler, opens its 15th sea- 
son July 5 with “Miranda.” Straw- 
hatter is situated 60 miles from 
Montreal at Knowlton, Quebec, 


_and is oldest outdoor theatre in 

ration the province. 

buses | 
leave Princeton at 11:20 instead of | 

j11 p.m., as an adde 


Future plays on list include 
“The Winslow Boy,” “Goodbye, 


d convenience’ My Fancy.” 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VaRtETy’s 
boxoffice estimates for last week (the 4th week of the season) 
and the eorresponding week of last season: 


BROADWAY 


Number of shows current....... 
Total weeks played so far by all 


Total gross for all current shows last week. . 


Total season’s gross so far by al 


Number of new productions so far........ 1 


RO 


} 


This Last | 
. Season Season 
am athad 20> 19 18 
shows.... 81 55 
$479,700 $458,900 


1 shows... $1,501,400 $1,375,700 
0 


AD | 





(Excluding Stock) 


Number of current touring shows reported 10 


Total weeks played so far by all 


Total road gross reported last week........ 


Season’s total road gross so far 


10 | 
shows.... 34 38 CS 
$240,700 $259,700; 

mc $884,165 $892,400 














Convention Helps Chi Boxoffice; 


‘Far 196, ‘Okla’ $26,600, Mice’ $14,600 


Chicago, June 27. +¢ 


Furniture Market convention 
delegates gave Chicago legit a 
needed lift last week. All at- 
tractions felt the traffic, with 
“Oklahoma!” being sold out at 
most performances. “Lend An Ear” 
and “Two Blind Mice” held steady. 

With the opening of the Chicago 


Lake Front Fair last week, thea- | 
tre operators are hoping for some. 


trade from this source, with mail 
orders reflecting this trend. 
Estimates for This Week 
“Lend An Ear,” Great Northern 
(13th week) (1,500; $4.94). Break- 
ing even with about $19,000. 
“Oklahoma!,” Erlanger (9th 
week) (1,334; $4.33). 


hetty $26,600. 
“Two Blind Mice,” Harris (7th 


week) (1,000; $3.71). Also getting 
by with mild $14,600. 


Roberts $12,900, 





Kate 376, Hub 


Boston, June 27. 


“Kiss Me, Kate” moved into the 
Shubert last week with indications 


that an extended run is possible. | 
“Mister Roberts” at Colonial con- | 


tinued in its 16th week with prices 
reduced for the summer. 
Estimates for This Week 

“Mister Roberts” (Colonial) 16th 
week) (1,500; $3.60). Off slightly 
but still okay at $12,900. 

“Kiss Me, Kate” (Shubert) (1.- 
709; $4.20-Fri., Sat. $4.80). Well 
received by crix and public. Neat 
$37,000. 





Strawhat Notes 








J Dorothy McGuire will star in 
Summer and Smoke” as the third 
attraction of the strawhat season 
at the La Jolla,’ Cal., Playhouse, 
Fourth play will be “Arsenic and 
Old Lace,” but the star hasn’t yet 
been set Scott Brady and 
Ralph Morgan open tomorrow (28) 
in “Heaven Can Wait” at the 
Laguna, Cal., Playhouse , .. Ken 


Burton, producer-director of “The | 


Railroad Hour” on NBC, has been 
inked to stage and direct the James 
A. Doolittle production of “The 
Vagabond King” in the Hollywood 
Bowl this summer. 

Alma Kline, publicity director 
this season for Harry L. Young's 
Brattleboro, Vt., summer theatre, 
“was associated with the County 
Theatre at Suffern, N.Y., for 10 
years. Latter strawhatter no longer 
operates, 

Lew Parker, who played Huck 
Haines in “Roberta” in Pittsburgh 
outdoor opera last week, had to 
turn down a bid to do the same 
role in Dallas because final per- 
formances of the show would over- 
lap on his starting date at the 
Palmer House in Chicago Aug. 1. 
oom Brady, granddaughter 
i 1e 
and daughter of Katherine Alex- 
ander, will again be seen at the 
Berkshire Playhouse in 
bridge, Mass., this summer .. . 
Peg Crossfield will assist scenic 
designer Donald Shirley at John 
Huntington’s spa Summer Theatre 
In Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 





Show in Rehearsal 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 


CD ‘Comedy-Drama), R ‘Revue), Jast season at Richard Aldrich’s | 


M ‘ Musical), O (Operetta). 
_ the Live Wire” (C)— Mike 
Todd, 


Favorite of | 
the out-of-towners, show rung up| 





SAN CARLO OPERA SOCK 
_ 42G IN 10-NIGHT D.C. RUN 


Washington, June 27. |, 

| San Carlo Grand Opera Festiv»l | 
al the Watergate, town’s 2utdoor 
amphitheatre at the edge of the | 
| Potomac, scored a critical ard pv. | 
triumph with a sock $42,000 for its | 
10-right run. The 6.000-seat Water- | 
gate was scaled to a $3 top, with | 
packed houses mest nights «nd| 
buisk biz in the higher-priced seats 
at every performance. | 
Weatherman, as weil as press, 


with only one postponement 


cause of forecast of rain and one|L.A. Civie Light Opera season. | 
Latter was| House record during the run is| over $12,600. 


near b.o. disaster. 
avoided when rain fell on “Aida” | 
|immediately after 10 o’clock, the, 
deadline for refund of money, thus! 
saving by minutes a $4,000 gate. 

Success of the series is prompt- 
ing impresario Fortune Gallo to 
explore the possibility of a light. 
operetta session in August at the| 
Watergate. Plans are in the work- 
ing stage. 


‘Getting Married’ $12,000 | 
In Kansas City Stand 


Kansas City, June 27. 
“Getting Married,’ in its first 
Major city stand, drew moderate 
biz at the Fox Midwest Orpheum | 
theatre last week (19-24). Big draw 
was the long list of names, includ- | 





‘ROBERTA’ TAKES IT ON 
CHIN IN PITT WITH 236 


Pittsburgh, June 27. 

Second show of summer opera 
season at Pitt Stadium, “Roberta,” 
got a bad break from the weather- 
man and took it on the chin, draw- 
ing only around 16,000 people and 
$23,000 in five performances. 
Finale on Saturday night (24) was 


rained out completely and around ' 


$5,000 had to be refunded. First 


two evenings were bad, too, with! early in the week, but sagged at about 


overcast skies holding attendance 
down. Quite a deflation after “Kiss 
Me, Kate’s” inaugural take of 


nearly $67,000. 


Even with better cooperation 
from the elements, however, it’s 
doubtful if “Roberta” would have 
been in the money, since general 
opinion was that the Jerome Kern 
musical had been repeated too 
soon. It had already been done by 
an a! fresco group here twice 
already in the first four seasons, 
and this was considered to be the 
poorest of the three productions. 

Seems to be a lot of interest, 
however, in the current attraction, 
“No, No, Nanette,” which has 


never been done outdoors here. | 


Cast is headed by Evelyn Wyckoff, 
Jack Sheean, Imogene Coca, 
Johnny Downs, Muriel O’Malley 


'and Nina Korda. 





Pacific Jumps 


To $57,200, L.A. 


Los Angeles, June 27. 
“South Pacific” leaped up almost 
$3,000 last week, first frame in 


and blic, favored the, tr e,| which it has been free from the| 
ih ony one t  be-| cutrate subscription tickets to the | (19th wk) (D-$4.80; 712; $20,000). 


doubtful since producers prefer 
not to sell a total of 70 seats they 
consider badly plaeed. 

“You Can’t Take It With You” 
wound up Sunday night (25) at 
Las Palmas after a_ three - week 
run that just broke even. I 
marked the end of the 14-week 
spring season of Footlights, Inc., 


' which hopes to repeat in the fall. 


Biltmore rekindles tonight (27) 
with “Getting Married.” 
Estimates for Last Week 
“South Pacific,” Philharmonic 
Aud (5th wk) ($4.80; 2,600). Frame’s 
almost $57,200 topped the best of 
last year’s record-holder, “Kiss Me 


Kate,” but is still below the all-| 


time house record of $58,000 set 
by “Annie Get Your Gun.” 
“You Can’t Take It With You,” 


'Las Palmas (3d wk)) ($3.60; 388). 
eight-day 


About $3,000 on the 


/ windup, letting production break 


Biz Rocky as Summer Hits Bway 





' Business was spotty last week on 
Broadway. Trade was fairly brisk 


|most shows Saturday (24) as the 
summer pattern of weekend exo- 
dus began. The few presentations 
getting patronage from out-of-town 


visitors Saturday were the estab-| 


lished hits, particularly those with 
| stars. The influx of sailors from 
various warships in port early in 
| the week was felt at certain shows, 
| especially “Mister Roberts.” 

The total gross for all 19 shows 
last week was 79.55% of capacity, 
a decrease of 1.44% from the pre- 
vious week’s volume. 

“Madwoman of Chaillot” closed 
| Sunday night (25) after a scheduled 
| two-week stand and “Lost in the 
| Stars” shutters next Saturday night 
(1). This week’s only opening is 
|“Peep Show,” preeming tonight 
| (Wed.) at the Winter Garden. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


Other parenthetic figures refer, | 
respectively, to top price, number | 


of seats and capacity gross. Price 
includes 20% amusement tax, but 
grosses are net: i.e., exclusive of 
tax. 

“Coektail Party,” Miller (23d 
wk) (CD-$4.80; 940; $21,600). Pre- 
vious week, $20,600; iast week. 
$19,300. 

“Come Back, Little Sheba,” Booth 


Previous week, $13,700; last week, 


| “Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
1\(72d wk) (D-$4.80; 914: $23,800). 
| Previous week, $13,800; last week, 
$15,000. 


| “Detective Story,” Hudson (66th | 


| wk) (D-$4.80; 1,016; $23,675). With 


| studio, the Sidney Kingsley play | 


'moves next week to the Broad- 
| hurst; previous week, almost $12,- 
"500; last week, nearly $11,200. 

| “Gentlemen Prefer’ Biondes,” 
‘(29th wk) (M-$6; 1,628; $48,244) 


|Continues to go clean at all per-| 


formances, but doesn’t sell stand- 
{ing room, topped $48,200 again. 

| “Happy Time,” Plymouth (22d 
| wk) (C-$4.80; 1,063; $29,019). Pre- 
'vious week, $26,500; last week, 
, almost $26,300. 

| “Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (77th 
wk) (M-$6; 1,645; $46,650). Previous 
| week, $43,100; last week, $44,500. 
“Lost in the Stars,” Music Box 
| (34th wk) (M-$5.40; 1,012; $26,600). 


‘ing Cedric Hardwicke, Ralph For- | even with a three week total of | Closes Saturday night (1) and will 


bes, Judith Evelyn, Arthur Trea- | 
cher, Dennis King, Mady Christi- | 


ans, Colin Keith-Johnston, Mar-| net profit of $1,000, not bad con-| week, $17,300; 
' sidering the size of house and pro- | $17,600. 


|garet Bannerman, Mary Scott and 
Dora Sayers, while the play itself 


was figured by critics as a so-so | 


|; magnet, 

| Fox Midwest brought in the 
|play in connection with the Cen- 
tennial celebration in full swing 
here up to July 4. With top price 
of $3.66, six nights and two mati- 
nees figured up to $12,000, medi- 
um money. 

Bepnard Shaw opus is a special 
project of the American National 
Theatre and Academy, moving 
| from here to the Coast where it 
will spend the summer before 
‘opening on Broadway next fall. 
| 

















Legit Bits | 





Continued from page 3 = 


| gimmick called Ticket Speedo- 
|Gram for ordering theatre seats, 
| Roger Gerry, director at the 
| Dallas Stariight Operetta the past 
\three years, will spend the sum- 
-mer in N. Y. working in television, 
jand not with musicals in South 
| Dakota, as reported Diana 
Herbert, last seen on Broadway in 
“For Love or Money,” playing the 
subway circuit as one of the leads | 
lin “Clutterbuck.” ... Sylvia Siegler | 
|has come up with still another 
‘gimmick. She’s running Summer 
|Show-Bus excursions July 11, 13 


late William A. Brady | and 14 to Lambertville, N. J., with | 


an inclusive price for two-way fare, 
dinner at New Hope, Pa., and ad- 


‘eal Circus. She figures on running 
‘similar excursions to other straw- 
‘hats later... Shepperd Strudwick 
| will play_ the male lead opposite 
'Celeste Holm in Richard Kra- 
kauer’s production of Louis Ver- 
‘neuil’s “Affairs of State,” in which 
Reginald Owen will appear. John 
| Haggott may direct . . . Subscrip- 
tion sales are up about 10% over 


i Cape theatre, Dennis, Mass., and 
‘Falmouth playhouse, Coonames- 
i sett, Mass. 


$11,000. The 14-week Footlights, 
Inc. operation represented a final 


ductions offered. 





Tone OK 116 at Westport; 


| Dalrymple Staging Debut 


| lay off for a month, reopening 
'Aug. 7 on the Coast, previous 
last week over 


“Madwoman of Chaillot,” City 


ithe Hudson becoming a television | 


But Bolger $36,100, Fonda $28,700: 
Arena-Rathbone Clicks at $8,800 


(excluding $24,000 in bonds and 
| deposits) and can break even at 
$30,000; opens _ tonight 


| (Wed.). 
Future Schedule 

| Festival Theatre (opening bill, 
“Parisienne”’), July 24, Fulton; 
“Daphne Laureola,” Sept. 18, Mu- 
sic Box; “Seventeen,” Sept. 21, 
Broadhurst; “Southern Exposure,” 
Sept. 26, theatre unspecified; 
“Black Chiffen,” Sept. 27, Mans- 
field; “Season in the Sun,” Sept. 
28, theatre unspecified; “Affairs of 
State,” Oct. 2, Royale: “Giacenda 
Smile,” Oct. 3, Lyceum; “Legend 
of Sarah,” Oct. 11, theatre un- 
specified; “Curious Savage,”. Oct. 
12, theatre unspecified; “Lady’s 
Not for Burning,” Nov. 6, Royale. 


Peep’ $39,900 
Tn Philly Final 





Philadephia, June 27. 
| Philly’s 1949-50 legit season fin- 
ally came to a close Saturday night 

(24) when Mike Todd’s “Peep 
'Show” wound up its highly suc- 
cessful three weeks’ engagement 
at the Forrest. 

Third and final week, which was 
tacked on at a late hour because 
/‘management realized the show 
needed more fixing, saw a sound 
gross of $35,900 achieved. This 
|represented eapacity at all per- 
formances except the two mati- 
nees. “Peep Show” is definitely 
not a matinee attraction, being 
n.s.g. with the femmes. 

Unlike last year, prospects all 
point to an early opening next fall. 
In fact, the Forrest is officially 
iset to re-light Aug. 28 with the 
|touring “Mr. Roberts” company 
‘which comes in for an extended 
|stay. The next brings “Affairs of 
| State” with Reginald Owen and 
'Celeste Holm to the Locust, and 


|the Shubert is set to open in mid- 
\September with a tryout musical, 


} 


‘ROSALIE’ FINE $47,000 
| INST. L00 AL FRESCO 


St. Louis, June 27. 

| Drawing plaudits from the crix, 
“Rosalie,” the second presentation 
‘of the 32nd season of the Munic- 
|ipal Theatre Assn., wound up 
‘its one-week stand Sunday (25) in 
‘the al fresco playhouse in Forest 
Park with a fine b.o. score. The 
‘piece drew 67,000 payees and a 








|Center (C-$2.88-$3; 3,025; $42,000).' gross of approximately $47,000. 
Closed Sunday night (25) after Roy Atwell, with his mixed-up 
|scheduled two-week return date; chatter; Walter Donalue, Doretta 
| previous week, $23,900; final week. Morrow—new faces in the open- 
$23,100. ‘air enterprise—along with Helen 
“Member of the Wedding,” Raymond, husky-voiced comedi- 
_Empire (25th wk) ‘(D-$4.80; 1,082; |enne; Dorothy Keller, and Edwin 


Westport, Conn., June 27. | $24,000). Previous week, $22,600; 
| Protected by the biggest sub- jast week, $20,800. 

scription since Lawrence Langner| “ister Roberts,” Alvin (122d 
siarted the Country Playhouse here | wk) (CD-$4.80; 1,360; $34,276). Pre- 
}in 1931, Franchot Tone in “The | vious week, $27,400; last week, 
| Second Man” rang up a strong! ahout $28.700. 

' $11,100 for the opening stanza last; “peter Pan,” Imperial (9th wk) 
| week. Mrs. John Davis Lodge | (M-$4.80: 1,400; $34,500). Previous 
| (Francesca Braggiotti), wife of the) week, $34,200; last week, $34,100. 
GOP gubernatorial candic \ >, is | “South Pacific,” Majestic (63d 
chairman of the subscription com-' wk) (M-$6; 1,659; $50,186). As 
| mittee, which accounts for 80°0 of | always, everything the house will 
capacity some nights in the week. |hold, more than $50,600. 

| Revival of the S. N. Behrman; “Texas, L'il Darlin’,” Hellinger 
‘comedy was wisely directed by (3ist wk) (M-$6; 1,543; $42,000). 
| Jean Dalrymple in her first effort | Previous week, $19,600; last week, 
in handling a stage. Old Guitd hit about $18,000. 

| was in excellent shape at opening; “fhe Consul,” Barrymore (15th 
'and looks set for a cleanup off the | wk) (M-$4.80-$6; 1,066; $28,200). 
| barn circuit. Tone, effortlessly en-; Previous week, $28,900; last week, 
| gaging in the principal role, is, $26,700. 

| ably matched by Margaret Lindsay “Tickets, Please,” Coronet (9th 
of the films. Visitors from Broad-'| wk) (R-4.80; 998; $26,600). Previous 
| way were most enthusiastic about week, $21,200; last week, about 
' Miss Dalrymple’s production. $19,400. 

| | “Where’s Charley?” St. James 








| iJune 26-July 8) 


| S.F. (26-8). 
| “Getting Married” — Biltmore, 


Stock-| mission to St. John Terrell’s Musi- | 1,4, (27-8). 
“Kiss Me, Kate”—Shubert, Bost.’ 


| (26-8). 


(88th wk) (M-$6; 1,509; $38,700). 


| | Previous week, $35,400; last week, 
Current Road Shows —_ Previous we 

| “Wisteria Trees,” Martin Beck 

“Death of a Salesman”—Geary, | (13th wk) (D-$4.80-$6; 1,214; $33,- 


000). Previous week, $21,700; last 
week, $18,700. 


Stock 
“Julius Caesar,” Arena (13t wk) 
(C-$3; 500; $10,600). Opened June 


“Lend an Ear”’—Great Northern, 20 to four favorable notices (Chap- 
Chi. (26-38), man, Coleman, Garland, Pollock), 
| “Mister two mixed (Atkinson, Watts) and 
| Bost. (26-8). 'one pan (Barnes); first eight per- 
| “Oklahoma!” — Erlanger, Chi. formances grossed over $8,800, in- 


Roberts” — Colonial, 


| (26-8). | cluding $700 for a paid pereew: 
| “Rose Marie” — Curran, S.F.;| continues through July 15. 
| (3-8). Opening This Week 


“South Pacific’? — Philharmonic| “Peep Show,” Winter Garden 
Aud., L.A. (26-8). (R-$7.20; 1,519; $57,000). Michael 
| “Twe Blind Mice’—Harris, Chi. | Todd presentation was financed at 
(26-8). 


$200,000 and cost about $200,000 


|Steffe scored. In support were 
Robert Dale Martin, Blaine Cord- 
‘ner, Evans Thornton, Leonard 
Elliott and Carolyn Tanner. 

| “East Wind,” a musical pre- 
sented here three times previously, 
‘has been revived for the current 
attraction and teed off a seven 
night run last night (Mond.) before 
,a crowd of 8,800 and an estimated 
gross of $4,000. Marguerite Piazza, 
a newcomer here; Brian Sullivan, 
‘Buster West, Lucille Page and Mu- 
'riel Bentley, in lead roles, clicked. 
‘The eccentric dance routines of 
West and Miss Page were sock, 


‘Streetcar’ Nifty $15,000 
In Subway Circuit Start 


“Streetcar Named Desire,” start 
ing a tour of the subway circuit, 
grossed a nifty $15,000 last week 
in nine performances, through 
Sunday night (25), at the Flatbush, 
Brooklyn. At a $1.80 top through 
the week and $2.40 Saturday 
night, that topped the receipts rege 
istered by any straight show so 
far this season, including Tallulah 
Bankhead in “Private Lives.” 

The Tennessee Williams play, 
with Polly Rowles, Richard Kiley, 
Norma Connolly and Harry Kerse 
in the leading parts, is playing the 
Windsor, Bronx, this week. 


‘Salesman’ 2214G, Frisca 


San Francisco, June 27. 
“Death Of A Salesman,” with 
Thomas Mitchell, town’s sole legite 
er, chalked up a fine $22,500 for 
its second stanza at the 1,550-seat 
Geary. 
Show was scaled to $3.60. 














ee ee a a ee a 


. 
Cea eS 
oA 4 

















LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 28, 1950 


——— 





Plays Abroad 


Seagulls Over Sorrento 


London, June 15. 

George & Alfred Black and H. M. Ten- 
nent, Ltd., production of new comedy in 
three acts by Hugh Hastings. Directed by 
Wallace Douglas. At Apollo theatre, Lon- 
don, June 14, ’50. 
Able Seaman MclIntosh..... John Gregson 
Able Seaman Sims Nigel Stock 
Able Seaman Turner...... Bernard Lee 
Able Seaman Badger..... Ronald Shiner 
Petty Officer Herbert . William Hartnell 
Lieut. Commander Redmond Peter Gray 
Sub. Lieut, Granger . Robert Desmond 
Able Seaman Hudson...Gerald Andersen 
Telegraphist David Langton 


Surefire naval comedy with al- 
most continuous laughter toning 
down the underlying serious theme 
of dangerous experimental opera- 
tions. Acted and directed with an 
easy naturalness that won general 
acclaim from first-nighters and 
press, this has atmosphere and 
realism, and, above all, humor. 

Handful of lower deck person- 
nel arrive at an isolated Scottish 
islet, having volunteered for haz- 
ardous duty but unaware of its top 
secret importance. Ronald Shiner 
(after over four years in “Worm’s 
Eve View’) gives another inimita- 
ble Cockney characterization, slid- 
ing smoothly from R.A.F. slang to 
navalese. He is the pivot of most 
o° the action. Nursing a cheerful 
grievance against the fellow who 
stole his wife, his one aim is to 
meet him and get even. When he 
turns up, to join the isolated com- 
munity and the wronged husband 
finds the girl has walked out on 
him too, the pair become buddies. 

There is a kindly wolf who acts 
as elder brother to a newly joined 
youngster from an orphanage and 
a dour Scotsman whose happy 
marriage ends with a dead child 
and its mentally deranged mother. 
Most reserved of the group is a 
scholarly Radar expert who gets 
blown up during the first practical 
test, and the tension provided by 
volunteers for the next attempt 
decided by drawing lots. The young 
foundling is distraught on discov-| 
ering that his friend cheated to un- | 
dertake the perilous mission. The | 
trials are a success, the men re-! 
turn unharmed and pack up for 
furlough and their next job. 

Apart from the jocularity and 
drs.aa of the hush-hush investiga- | 
tions, the iron discipline of the 
senior service is strongly empha-| 
sized. A brutal petty officer makes 
unbearable the lives of those in 
his charge. To single out William 
Hartnell for his brilliance in this 
unpleasant role would in no way 
detract from the excellent rating 
of the other members of the all- 
male cast. 

Play was first tried out by the 
Repertory Players and came to the 
West End after a short provincial 
tour. Clem. 


| 


Golden City 


London, June 16. 
Stephen Mitchell (for London Theatri- 
cal Productions) presentation of musical 
in two acts by John Tore. 
Michael Benthall. Dances by Robert Help- 
mann. At Adelphi, London, June 15, ’50. 
Sarie van Selm~- ........ Julia Shelley 
Tante de Villiers........ Muriel Brunskill 
Anna van Selm 
Bokkie van Selm 
Ningi 
Malay Singer 
Piet van Niekerk 


eo 


Kenneth Hunter 
Edmund Purdom 


Dik Maraisg........ Ray Buckingham 
Mabel Page ...... Eleanor Summerfield 
Danny Martin........ Norman Lawrence 
pe ae Don Leroy 
Barney Belaney........ John Warren 


Katrina du Toit 
Girl in Window 
Rosie Cordova 


rieéeks Mary Laura Wood 
Moyra Fraser 
Anita Phillips 


Britain’s latest musical has every- 
thing except a witty story and a 
sufficiency of hummable tunes. It’s 
a sumptuous production on a grand 
scale. There are magnificent sets, 
beautifully-handled crowd scenes, 
exciting dances arranged with the 
slick Robert Helpmann touch, and 
some first-class stage and lighting 
effects. Prospects can be rated as 
even, with chances considerably 


Directed by | 


verity. y Judith Whitaker | 
Leila Roth | 
Louisa Reyes | 


enhanced if a quick rewriting job 
is done. 
| “Golden City” is a musical mel- 
ler, set in South Africa in the col- 
'orful gold rush era. The plot 
|has all the makings of a conven- 
'tional western, even to the point 
of the villain stealing the deeds 
and getting the natives to set fire 
to the old homestead. 
| The story moves slowly, and 
apart from establishing the boy- 
meets-girl theme, almost nothing 
happens in the first act. There is, 
happily, a big speeding up in the 
second half of the show, which 
is crowded with action and has 
seme of the meatiest scenes seen 
in a long time. A roughhouse in 
a saloon and a battle with Zulu 
natives are the action highspots. 
The dances conceived by Help- 
mann, who co-directed with 
Michael Benthall, are as exciting 
as they are fresh. One particular 
Zulu war dance with its fiery rhythm 
is a certain show-stopper. The| 
musical numbers, composed by the 
author, don’t match the splendor 
of the production. Very few have 
the quality to make them contend- 
ers for a Hit Parade. One of the) 
best, out of more than a couple of | 


dozen numbers, is “It’s a Great 
Occasion,” while ‘“Gold-digger’ 


also ranks high. 

The performances of the big cast 
are mainly variable. Norman Law- 
rence, the only American in the 
show, has a fine voice and a pleas- 
ing, virile manner which comes 
over effectively. Julia Shelley, as 
the romantic femme lead, 
strong enough for the part and her 
voice barely carries through the 
theatre. Eleanor Summerfield may 
have deficiencies as a chirper, but 
has a fine sense of comedy and a 
vivacious manner. The best of the 
femme vocalists is Muriel Brun- 
skill, with a clear contralto voice. 
Moyra Fraser rates a special men- 
tion for her excellent “Girl in the 
Window” number. Myro. 





Stadtpark 
(City Park) 


Vienna, June 15. 
Volkstheatre production of new comedy 
by Hans Schubert. Staged by Joe Glenn- 


Glucksmann. Sets by Gustav Manker. 

Anna Wawruschka..... Annie Rosar 
PROMMIOER  ..... sc. ccccvws Hildegard Sochor 
PEereert BOrse?... .ccsccccccs Carl Bosse 
Alice ..Paula Pfluger 
RRO Se are ee Peter Czeike 


Rudolf Hofstetter, Sr... 
Rudolf Hofstetter, Jr 
Dr. Wiener.... eng 


Oskar Wegrostek 
Erich Auer 
..Karl Skraup 


| This light, sentimental comedy 
is only the fourth original German- 
|language play to be produced in 
| Vienna’s larger theatres this sea- 
son (most new plays are imports 
from Broadway, Paris or London). 
With this in mind, and viewed from 
the literary standpoint, it reveals 
the depths to which playwriting in 
Germany and Austria has fallen 
after the war. But viewed as the- 
atre, it is a very cleverly written 
|escapist play and promises to be 
one of the biggest hits of the sea- 
son. 
‘ 


| Plot relates the story of one of 
the old ladies who rent seats for 
17 groschen to visitors in Vienna’s 
|Stadtpark. She finds a little boy 
in the park one evening who has 
/run away from his divorced, quar- 
\reling parents, between whom he 
has had to divide his time. Con- 
tending that it is not the children 
‘who are delinquent, but the par- 
ents, she takes the little boy home 
| with her and secures his temporary 
guardianship through the court. 
There are several amusing sub- 
plots in “Grand Hotel” manner. 
|The play was a vehicle for Annie 
|Rosar, celebrating her 50th anni- 
| versary on the stage. 
| As a vehicle for an actress like 
_Josephine Hull, the play has good 
| possibilities for Broadway, if an 
adaptor could set it in Central 
Park. Barn, 











OFFICE SPACE 
WANTED 


Reputable producing firm seeks to 
share producers office with all 
services including telephone, secre- 
tarial, etc., for important forthcom- 
ing fall production. Would like to 
have accupancy by July Ist. Pleas- 


ant surroundings. Box V-6305, 
Variety, 154 W. 46th St., New 
York 19. 


Legit Follow-Ups 








Annie Get Your Gun 
(Annie Du Far-West) 
(CHATELET, PARIS) 

Paris, June 13. 

Seeing the 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” in com- 
pany of songsmith Irving Berlin 
who made a special flying trip to 
Paris to do so, is a strange experi- 
ence for a reviewer who, besides 
the Broadway original, saw Dolores 
Gray-Bill Johnson's version in Lon- 
don, and of course the film. In 
the venerable Chatelet, Maurice 





Lehmann’s 80-year-old auditorium 











SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
7623 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 46, Cal. 





which is more like the old Hippo- 
drome and today’s Metropolitan 
Opera House, N. Y., than a musi- 
cal comedy house, the impresario 
has certainly given the Dorothy & 
Herbert Fields-Berlin musical a 
lavish production. 

If some of the sartorial trap- 
pings are more Schiaperelli than 





Hopalong Cassidy, it is understand- 





isn’t | 


French version of | 


able, because Lehmann has also en- 
dowed it with size, scope and pag- 
eantry that almost borders on 
M-G-M proportions. The big thea- 
‘tre, designed to play circus under 
roof, has a mammoth stage, and 
'the French management has made 
|a wise pifch for the kid trade 
| by extending the Barnum & Bailey 
| aspects. 

Librettist Andre Mouezy-Eon 
‘and lyricist Albert Willemetz—lat- 
‘ter is president of SACEM, the 
| French counterpart of ASCAP, and 
an excellent wordsmithing job he 
'has done, tog, in the French trans- 
‘lations, without distorting Berlin’s 
| originals—have also written in a 
new comedy character. Berlin, 
personally, liked all the embellish- 
ments although from this* review- 
er’s viewpoint it made for a ful- 


some albeit highly commercial eve- | 


ning. The break doesn’t come un- 
til midnight but seemingly, on a 


hot Friday night—there’s nothing 
airconditioned in Paris but Maxim’s 
restaurant and such American-con- 
trolled deluxers as the Paramount 





cinema on the Blvd. des Italiens— | 


There were an 
of kids in 


it bothered few. 
extraordinary number 


eantry that ensues is the answer. 


“Annie du Far-West” is the near- 
est possible translation since the 
“Get Your Gun” part is too idio- 
matically American, but the French 
know “far-west” from the cinema. 
|The Chatelet has been the scene 
of such Yank transmutations as 
| ‘“Missisipi” (spelled that way; nee 
|“Show Boat”), “Robert le Pirate,” 
|nee “New Moon”; ‘‘Nina Rosa” and 
“Rose of France,” both by 
berg, while ‘‘Rose-Marie” with its 
“Totem Tom-Tom” getting equal 
| billing, is being currently revived 
at the Empire. And now “Annie.” 
| Lily Fayol does the Ethel Mer- 
man role creditably, mugging and 
| Za-ga swooning as much as Betty 
| Hutton does in the Metro film ver- 
| sion. She’s a big girl, making it 
| tough casting for the boy, but Mar- 
| cel Merkes does all right. French 
|juves are not given to over-6 ft. 
| stature like the Yanks. Florencie, 
| Jacqueline Lejeune, Pierjac, Jack 
Claret, Jane Montange, Bernard 
Dumaine, Gsovsky, terpers Chris- 
| tiane Hubert, Beatrice Mosena and 
Witaly Osins, Colette 
| Jean Bonvilliers, Sam-Max and 
| Marcel Ballin are other cast prom- 
|inents. Felix Nuvolone does an 
okay batoning job in the pit. 

The Jacques Fath boots-and-sad- 
dies idea makes for a _ sartorial 
splash, just as the recently opened 
| London production of “Carousel” 
is a more pretentious costuming 
| job than was the Broadway original 
| which debuted in 1943 when war- 
| time restrictions created general 
| shortages. Incidentally, this French 
| version is still a bit this side of 
;}some of those’ Lancashire-and 
| Yorkshire-accented ‘Indians’ in 
| the Prince Littler production of 
“Annie” in London three years ago. 

Seeing ‘ 





Rom- | 


Salomon, | 


‘Annie” under Gallic aus- | 


Cragsmoor’s Bow 


Cragsmoor, N. Y., June 27. 

Cragsmoor Playhouse here opens 
a 10-week season tonight (27) with 
Moss Hart’s “Light Up the Sky,” 
featuring Katharine Barrett, Leora 
Thatcher, Salem Ludwig and Frank 
Daly. Opening night house has 
been taken over by tlre Noonday 
/Club, local businessmen’s organiza- 
tion. 
| S§trawhat is under new manage- 








| 









Pension 


Continued from page 57 


the road from $80 to $100 is also 
asked. And the union seeks to 
prevent managers from reducing 
the casts after the New York open- 
ing, except with approval of the 
Equity cuts board. 

The producer 





representatives 


-ment this ‘season of Marjorie Hil-| have reportedly agreed to the 


'dreth and Willis Knighton. 











Strawhat Reviews 


- Continued from page 3 = 





Angel in the Pawnshop 


tears into the shop in search of 
ithe girl who had fled his lair. But 
| he is quickly consigned to the out- 
side world, which seemed as if it 
might be a pretty fine place at 
that. 

Dowling, part hero, part inter- 
‘locutor, shuffles around A. B. 
| Shiffrin’s play so amiably that one 


| the audience, and the circus pag-| rejoiced in his recovery from a 


{combined heart attack and gun 
|skirmish and thoughtfully contem- 
plates the drama’s purposes, how- 
ever obscure they may be. 


Joan McCracken is the little 


| 
| 


Equity proposals that unless indi- 
vidual actor contracts are signed 
concurrently they must be signed 
by-the manager first, but with the 
proviso that the actor must not de- 


‘lay signing after the management 


has done so. Also, all notices to 


| actors or companies must be filed 


match girl, wide-eyed and impish | 


by turn, and she can dance quite 
nimbly when called upon. For such 
a long role, Miss McCracken 
| adopts a monotonous delivery that 
| does not quite illuminate the text. 

Hugh Reilly appears all too 
briefly as the gunman, Murray 
| Hamilton is the likable young play- 
wright, and Robert Webber is the 
doctor who attends the ailing 
|pawnbroker. Elizabeth Kerr has 
'a fine scene as an author’s agent. 
| But then, she too is from that out- 
| side .world., Doul. 





|The Taming of the Shrew 


Stockbridge, Mass., June 23. 


| Margaret Webster productio of William 
| Shakespeare comedy in prolog and two 
' acts (nine scenés). Features Louis Horton, 
Kendall Clark, David Lewis. Staged by 
| Miss Webster. Settings by Ben Edwards; 
music arranged by Lehman Engle. At 
Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass., 
| June 19, ’30. 

Prolog 


| Christopher Sly............. Larry Gates 
Tavern Hostess.......... Joe Rabb 
RN. 0856 ee eeesetec ous Johnt Glennon 


George Roy Hill 
. John Krehniak 
.. John Glennon 


Lord 
Huntsman raeeee 
Bartolomew....... 


| pices impresses anew how univer- | 


| Sal is the appeal of this Cinderella- | 


| With-chaps book. Boy-girl in any 
language needs no Berlitz system. 
Abel. 


| 
| 


The Late Christopher 


Bean 
(CIRQUE, SEATTLE) 
Seattle, June 27. 

First presentation of an im- 
| ported star for a local theatre here 
; also marks first time ZaSu Pitts 
|has appeared in a play “in the 
round.” Innovation was a success 
all around, with Miss Pitts doing a 
fine job as Abby in the w.k. Sidney 
| Howard comedy. Local cast, which 
supported, turned in excellent jobs, 
| especially by Stuart Currie as Dr. 
| Hageett, Dorothy Lynne Saunders 
'as Mrs. Haggett and Lori Lanegger 
'as Ada Haggett. Direction by Dean 
Goodman was expert, and single 
'set by Fred Reeve was good. 


|. Operator Gene Keene is dicker- 
fe with other names to keep up 


éeries of guest stars at the Cirque 
“this summer, and future looks good 
| for the idea, with only hitch on the 
financial side. “Christopher Bean” 
did well in its two-week run, but 
nothing sensational, and with small- 
seater (350 capacity) near sellouts 
are necessary to get in the black. 
Reed. 





| Longhair Shorts 


Doris Humphrey, Pearl Primus, 
La Meri, Ted Shawn, Walter Terry 
and Anatole Chujoy will be lectur- 
ers this summer at Shawn's Jacob’s 
Pillow Dance Festival, Lee, Mass. 
Ninth Season ot the fest opens 
Friday (30)... Josef Krips, Vienna 
Philharmonic Orch conductor, is 
making his U.S. debut this summer 
at Ravinia Park, Chi. He’s under 
National Concert & Artists Corp. 
Management. 

_Jesus Maria Sanroma giving a 
Plano recital July 6 at the U. of 
Puerto Rico, where he'll receive 
the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Fine Arts, 


BASBORUG ce cccvdcececie Preston Hanson 

i.) SSPPTTSee eer ee eros David Lewis 

pT Perr er eeerrey 1 John Straub 

| GEOMIO... ccccccccccccoecces Frederick Rolf 
FROFUORSIO . cc ccccccccesece Anthony Lewis 

PEMCOTIR . vo hci cceceeeses Louisa Horton 

STP Darthy Hinkley 

PUOUNOIED «6.6 6:6 F65.0:0.5.0'0% Austin Briggs-Hall 

POCEUCHAO ..cccccdsceieerees Kendall Clark 

GUMS. . vc cc'cccctsses Dion Allen 

ROIs 0:0:96:6086.60.9008.60% Cavada Humphrey 

Ph +500 646-6660-0% Theodore Tenley 

| Haberdasher........ Edmund Cambridge 
Tailor.. wevrette . Joseph Dooley 

VICONtIO. ...ccecscocces . John Krehniak’ 

TRO OES Peery rire Edmund Cambridge 
yy: Pr re eee Dooley Horton 

UE . o 85.0.6 6559445 45.0 te RE SS Jo Rabb 

William Miles teed off his 


twelfth season as director of this 
Berkshire summer spot, now in its 
19th year, with the Margaret Web- 
ster production of “Taming of the 
Shrew” as a package show. He’s 
made a smart move in affording 
his followers a view of this fast- 
paced, laugh - provoking, intre- 
quently produced-comedy. 

Miss Webster is using the Chris- 
topher Sly scenes, 
| boring side, integrating them with 
'a top-drawer technique that adds 
'to the bounce and elan with which 
|'she has directed the production. 
| The tempo is brisk throughout, the 
'action vivid. The simplest of sets 





‘east additions to 


|agement’s control—that 
SoS 


in duplicate with Equity. 

In instances where the manage- 
ment cannot possibly obtain accom- 
modations for the entire cast in 
the same hotels, the union seeks 
to make the management responsi- 
ble for obtaining accommodations 
for Negro players which are equal- 
ly as acceptable as those obtainable 
for whites. In any case, it’s added, 
accommodations should be within 
reasonable distance of the theatre, 
and be clean and sanitary. League 
reps argue that such a setup would 
be impractical, but have reportedly 
agreed to try to work out a Satis- 
factory method of dealing with the 
situation. > 

Another Equity demand is that 
out-of-town try- 
outs get rehearsal pay and $7.50 
daily expense money from the time 
they join the show. At present, 
such players receive no rehearsal 
pay for the first week's rehearsal 
and no expense money for the first 
day. Whenever a company is re- 
hearsing out of town Equity asks 
payment of $7.50 daily expense 
money besides rehearsal pay, ex- 
cept that total of such payments 
should not exceed the regular 
weekly salary. 

The union also demands that the 
management be responsible (up to 
$1,200) for loss and/or damage to 
an actor’s personal property and 
clothing while it is under the man- 
is, while 
it’s in the theatre or being shipped 
with the company baggage. In 
cases of New York shows laying off 
pre-Christmas or pre-Easter weeks, 
Equity wants to apply the same 
rules as on the road—that is, all 
players must receive minimum sal- 
aries. 

It’s also proposed to amend the 
rule covering two-season run-of- 
play contract, so as to put all actors 
on such pacts on the same basis. 
That is, the management of a late- 
season show still has five weeks 
after the tryout opening or two 
weeks after the New York opening 
to decide whether to apply the two- 
season pacts, but his decision must 
apply to all such deals, not to cer- 


,tain ones at his discretion. . 


|understudied be 
' tracts. 


It’s proposed that understudies 
hencefortn be paid an additional 
amount, at. least one-eighth of a 
week's salary, for performances, 
and that the names of parts to be 
included in con- 
At present, understudies 
get the upped rate only after play- 


‘ing eight consecutive performances. 


usually on the! 


| are used in such a manner that the | 


fluidity and continuity of the many 
scenes aren't retarded at any time. 
The costumes of mixed periods are 
colorful. 

The company gives a nice en- 
semble performance. With the ex- 


|roles, and the playing of Bianca 
by Hinkley of Miles’ resident com- 
pany all parts are filled by those 
who toured “Shrew” for Miss Web- 
ster the past season. Two favor- 
ites of the local playhouse for the 
past three seasons—Kendall Clark 
and John Straub — give excellent 
portrayals. Clark's Petruchio is a 
gusty one, with fire and vigor suf- 
ficient to tame a score of Kates. 
John Straub as Baptista, father of 
Kate, lends authority to the aged 
| parent that belies his youth. 

| The Kate of Louisa Horton is ef- 
fectively spitfirish and shows a 








'nice creativeness in her metamor- | 


phosis from shrew to obedient 
wife. Larry Gates in W. C. Field- 
ian makeup lends humor to the 
difficult Christopher Sly role. An 
outstanding delineation is that of 
_David Lewis as Tranio, servant to 
Lucentios. All his scenes are com- 
_pelling. Capable playing is also 
‘done by John Glennon, Austin 
Briggs-Hali, John Krchniak, An- 
thony Lewis and Frederick Rolf. 
A kudo too to Dudiey Horton in 
the minor role of Troilus. 
Russ. 


/ception of a few changes in minor. 


There will be an Equity mem- 
bership meeting July 6 at the As- 
tor hotel, N. Y., to hear a report 
on the progress of negotiations. 





Sharon Springs Tent 
Sharon Spgs., N. Y., June 27. 
The Sharon Springs Tent The- 
atre will open its season July 1 in 
“Light Up the Sky.” Performances 
will run through Tuesday night. 
_ This is the second arena operas 
tion in the Albany capital district. 








m= ARE YOU APPEARING™ 
IN A BROADWAY PLAY? 


Now under the strongest lights, latest 
scientific technique, from Paris, en- 
ables you to face your audience with 
smooth, youthful, clear-skinned radi- 
ance, free of wrinkles, blemishes. 
age-signs and superfivous hair. 
FREE Consultation and Anxtysis 
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Literati 








. rper Bros. for 600G 
— BN Reid, owner of the 


Edwin 
‘ Book Exchange, Toledo, 
ele pook dealer, has filed a 


1) 000 damage suit in New York 
ete Harper Bros., publishers, 
aereing discriminatory trade prac- 
~~ his suit, Reid said his com- 


In : ; ‘ 
etitors received preferential dis- 


counts or rebates from the firm, | 


which were refused to him. He 

jmatec ‘ 
oe eted to sell books at the same 
price and on the same terms @s 
were offered by his competitors, 
he would have profited to the ex- 
tent of $200,000, and asked treble- 
damages. as provided in the Rob- 
inson-Patman Act. 


Drop Whittlesey House Imprint 

MeGraw-Hill is dropping the 
Whittlesey House imprint on trade 
books July 1 and will step up its 
trade book activities under its own 


imprint. Although Whittlesey House | 


has never been a separate corpora- 
tion. McGraw-Hill used the name 
io hypo development of its gen- 
eral-interest tomes. Now, however, 
ii feels the Whittlesey tag causes 
ronfusion and will use that name 
onlv for juveniles and certain spe- 
cialized types of books, 


Gloria's Double Book Billing 

In line with her comeback chal- 
lenge in Paramount’s yet to be re- 
leased “Sunset Boulevard,” Gloria 
Swanson has been tapped to enter 
the literarv field via two different 
publishing houses. Actress’ initial 
chore will be to turn out a book 
dealing with “glamor over 40” tor 
Prentice-Hall 

This will be followed by an 
autobiography for Doubleday. 


Cartmell & Co.’s New Posts 

Group of top executives of the 
Garden City Publishing Co., 
Doubleday reprint outfit, have re- 
signed on amicable terms to join 
Peter Lowe in revitalizing John 
Martin's House, firm of English 
origin Thev are Van Cartmell, 
editor. Vin Smith, sales manager, 
and Vie Sehwab, senior salesman. 
Under the new setup Martin’s will 
specialize in juve tome and in fast- 
selling, merchandizable items. 

New editor for Garden City will 
be Mel Evans, of Doubleday’s spe- 
cial projects division, with Charles 
Marshall who has been with 
Doubleday’s Literary Guild for 20 
\ears, taking over as sales mana- 
Kel 

In January Doubleday is slated 
fo move into the new Uris Bros. 
building at 57th St. and Madison, 
N.Y. City, on the site of the old 
Parke-Bernet galleries. Publisher 
will occupy the 15th, 16th and 
17th floors, 

Incidentally, Evans and Will 
Oursler are editing a history of the 
Prudential Life Insurance Co. writ- 
ten by Earl Chapin May. Double- 
day will publish it on Oct. 5. 





_ Esquire’s $247,749 Net 
Esquire, Inc.. made a net profit 


aller taxes of $247.749 in the year. 


ending March 31, the annual meet- 


ing yesterday (Tues.) was told. | 


Revenues were $13,897,000 from 
Hcavertising, subscriptions, calen- 
dars, films, ete. of Esquire, Coronet, 
Apparel Arts and other subsidiaries, 

Profit’ was $13,000 above the 
previous vear. 


A-C-C's 125th Anni 
\ppleton-Century-Crofts marked 
‘Is 125th anni last week with the 
pubheation of “Fruit Among the 


Leaves.” a history of the publish- 


ing houses now comprising the 
frm. plus an anthology of the 
be they have printed since 
06.), 

Among the Magazines repre- 
sented are St. Nicholas, Scribner's 
and the Century. 


Yank Literati In Berlin 
. A number of prominent Ameri- 
Cans are among the more than 100 
j titers, artists and scientists par- 
Lcpating in the International 
ongress for Cultural Freedom be- 

ing held in Berlin this week. 
TK: S. delegation includes James 
Farrell, Carson MeCullers, Rob- 
a! Montgomery, George Grosz, 
~'cnev Hook, Louis Fischer, David 


\rthur M. Schlesinger. 


: Sex Killing Novels? 
writen’ ae Mackenzie, who has 
nearie oan 70 books, and is 
Ment in 2: too, has made a state- 
dace In England that free descrip- 
Pa Hit Reps and four-letter words, 
bad thinne the novel. Freud is a 
a lng, too, for psychology has 

come a mere substitute for ex- 
perience, 
oddly “enough, Mackenzie, with 
fe Ster Street. and other novels 

Soung love and wild doings, was 


{ that if he had been per-| 


l.tlienthal. Nicolas Nobokov and 


| quite a startling novelist to mod- 
erns in the 1910’s and ’20s. 


CHATTER 


| “Return to Arcadia” this summer. 
| Hugh Layne is back at the crime 


| fact mags of Hillman as co-editor | 


| with Ernest Henshaw. 

| Hamilton Craigie to do some lec- 
turing on writing this summer in 
Florida, where he now lives. 


bune_ radio-tele columnist-critic, 
being profiled in July Coronet 
Magazine. 

Lynn Phillips, Jr., with Life and 
Time mags for the past two years, 
has been appointed v.p. and ad di- 
rector of Ziff-Davis publications. 

Williams Manners has left Hill- 
man, where he presided over re- 
prints, to take over the same job 
at Thrilling and Standard Publica- 
tions. 

David Karp. scripter on Buddy 
Rogers’ new radio show, breaks 
into Argosy magazine in an up- 
coming issue with a short story 
titled “Broken Mirror.” 

John Wilstach. has finished and 
sent out for submission his new 
novel, “Night Club Girl.” Writer 
was once pressagent for a promi- 
nent night club operator. 

' Marion Hargrove. abroad to do 
;a@ minimum of six humorous ar- 
ticles for Collier’s, tentatively 
labeled “Innocents Abroad.” Dou- 
bleday will later publish as a book. 

Margaret Gardner, VARIETY’s 
Riviera mugg, has an article in 
current Paris-Match, taking posi- 
tive side on argument that the 
American femme is happiest in the 
world. 

Screenwriter Martin Field has a 
piece about his mag-writer wife. 
Helen Colton, in Your Life for 
July. Article is basis of domestic 
stage comedy Field has _ written, 
“My Wife Helen.” 

VaARiI‘rTy mugg, Frank Scully, 
will have his new book, “Behind 
the Flying Saucers,” which is 
skedded for Holt publication this 
August, digested in-the October is- 
sue of Pageant mag. 

Kay Campbell, currently in Hono- 
lulu) with actress Barbara Law- 
rence, due to arrive in New York 
July 10 for a 10-day stay to huddle 
with mag eds. 

Ray Goodman was named circu- 
lation manager of Saturday Review 
of Literature, and Robert Birn- 
baum will be circulation manager 
for American Fabrics and Men's 
Reporter News. 

Edna R. Bennett's piece on “in- 
somnia™ for an ‘upcoming Cosmo- 
politan issue uncovers some of the 
can't-sleep problems (and _ pana- 
ceas) of show biz and _ literati 
names, as well as prominent lay- 
men. 

Woman's Home Companion pur- 
chased Tavior Caldwell’s new se- 
rial for $40,000. Tagged ‘The Bal- 
ance Wheel,” it will be published 
in book form by Scribner's early 


next vear. Helen Strauss, of the 
William Morris office, agenited 
both deals. 


William L. Shirer, news com- 
mentator and author of “Berlin 
Diary,” has written his first novel, 
“The Traitor.’ Backgrounded in 
Nazi Germany, it's the story of 
why an American turns traitor. It 
will be published by Farrar, Straus 
in November. 

Henry Gris, foreign editor of 
United Press’ Los Angeles bureau. 
elected prexy of the Foreign Press 
Association of Hollywood. Other 
officers include Swiss correspond- 
ent Fred Porges as treasurer and 
Nora Laing of Britain and Eric 
Morawsky, repping Germany, as 
members of the charter commit- 
tee. 

Grace Fischler, formerly editor 
of Movie Stars Parade and western 
editor of Coronet and Esquire, is 
the new Hollywood editor of Faw- 
cett’s Motion Picture Magazine. 
E. J. Smithson remains as. Faw- 
icett western manager. Bill Wise. 
named associate editor, will work 
;under editor Maxwell Hamilton in 
New York. 





John Crosby, N. Y. Herald Tri-| 
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Shrine Fez-tivities | 
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lift to reveal the veteran producer. 

It didn’t lift. 

That L. A. Smog 

Gradually, the Coliseum field 
began to disappear from the view 
of the thousands in the stands as 
the visiting Shriners got their first 
indication of what the famed Los 
Angeles smog was like. A commu- 
nity sing was hastily organized 
and lasted for several minutes be- 
fore the smoke cleared and the 
program got back to schedule. | 

It was a pageant replete with 


color. noise, thrills and glamor. | 
It started with the explosion of. 


| aerial bombs that signalled the en- 


|trance of the original Keystone | 
Kops and it ended—three hours | 


? SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


later—with the singing of “Auld 


| Lang Syne.” In between, it was a 
lshow that 


Al Jolson to the panoplied parad- 
|ing of Shriner band and march- 


| ing units from all over the country. | 
-Ben Conlon expects to finish | 


The Kops careened around the 
track in an old Model T—and since 
|; mast of the Shriners were of the 
| generation that knew them best, 


| Jimmy Finlayson, Tiny Ward, Snub 


Pollard, Chester Conklin, Heinie 
| Conklin and Hank Mann won a 
rousing ovation. Minutes later, to- 
day’s stars drew similar hands as 
they were driven around the track. 
To heighten the contrast, they, too, 
were in Fords—1950 convertibles, 
most of ‘em a sleek yellow. 


Tribute to Lloyd 


DeMille. as grand marshal, read a 
Motion Picture Industry Council 
resolution honoring Harold Lloyd, 
retiring Imperial Potentate of the 
Shrine, and then. introduced the 
filth mames as they were driven 
around the _ track. Dan Dailey, 
Ruth Roman, S. Z. Sakall, Rhonda 
Fleming, Steve Cochrane, Arlene 
Dahl, William Demarest, Mona 
Freeman, Charles Starrett, Marta 
Toren, Ronald Reagan, Gary Coop- 
er and George Murphy took the 
ride. Up in the stands, the opera- 
tors of the spotlights stared goggle- 
eyed at one or the other of their 
favorites, frequently forgetting to 
follow them with the spots so that 
some of the stars made the trek 
at least partly in the dark. 

Murphy brought on George Jes- 
sel to marshal the actual entertain- 
ment segment of the layout, and 
America’s “‘toastmaster general” 
found himself facing an audience 
cold in more ways than one. 

He got ‘em started though, with 
his usual quiparade, confiding that 
the Coliseum didn’t bother him 
since it wasn’t ‘‘much larger than 
Zanuck’s office.” 

As emcee. Jessel brought on Red 
Skelton—‘*Honest Red, the Used 
Camel Dealer’’—who socked over a 
quick knockabout routine and then 
skedaddled to draw screams on his 
exit by starting a duel with uni- 
formed Shriners “guarding” the 
specially constructed ramp. He 
was followed by Roy Rogers, who 
put Trigger through some fancy 
paces—including a nagavotte—and 
then warbled a couple of numbers 
with The Riders. 

Vocalizing by Connie Haines and 
Dennis Morgan, and Jessel’s Jolson 
bit, wound the live talent portion 
of the program. 

The spectacular electrical pag- 
eant which capped the evening's 
events featured floats’ from 11 
Shrines. each ablaze with lighting 
provided by mobile generators. 

Coordinator Cecil Bardwell earn- 
ed kudos for his marshaling of the 
various participants and equip- 
ment, and the same top credit went 
to production manager Norman 
Manning, production designer Mel 
Melvyn and Manny Harmon. who 
batoned the ork that defiied wind, 
chill and low-hanging smoke to pro- 
vide the necessary backing. Kap. 
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working with fewer staffers than 
they had several years ago, but, 
they said, it is impossible to for- 
sake any potential source of new 
talent these days. One department 
head declared his staff is now scan- 
ning all magazines and periodicals 
in a search for interesting faces 
that might have film possibilities. 

Television, too, is becoming a 
steadily more fruitful source for 
new talent. Paramount only last 
week inked Nicki Duval to a term- 
er after spotting her on ABC-TV’'s 
“Hollywood Screen Test,” and 
other thesps, such as Hal Wallis’ 
Charlton Heston, have been hand- 
ed film contracts on the basis of 
their TV work. Talent departments 
are also combing college and uni- 
versity dramatic societies and, as 
one exec put it, “every form of en- 
tertainment that has an audience, 
either visible or invisible.” 

Where a pretty face on a femme 
or a handsome physique on an ac- 
tor formerly would draw attention 
of the talent scouts, such things 
are far less important now than 
personality, they said. That intan- 
gible ability to project to an audi- 
/ence is now the most sought-after 
factor, with dramatic ability and 
then photogenic qualifications be- 
ing scanned, 


included everything | 
'from a George Jessel imitation of | 
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By Frank Scully 


Bedside Manor, June 24. 


On June 24 DaILy VARIETY reported seven wabes were born in Holly- 
wood, all girls. Whatever consolation that can bring a father of four 
of them I now share with Eddie Cantor and Robert Young. 


Ours was the largest grosser, Philip K. Scheuer’s the smallest. In 
fact the Scheuer baby weighed only five pounds four ounces. We throw 
them back around the Scully Circus if they’re under seven. 


Scheuer was listed in the Los Angeles Times as its picture and drama 
editor, but in DAtLy Variety he was whittled down to an assistant. I 
woop suppose he protested. Daughters can make fathers feel pretty 
small. 

Among the births that day I noted that one made Joe Cotten a grand- 
father. This consoled me, too. It’s bad enough to father four daugh- 
ters but when I'm grandfathering them I'll know I’m old. 


Scully’s All-Girl Orchestra 


I can’t understand what’s causing the spawning of all these daugh- 
ters. I distinctly remember ordering a boy. Mike was his name. 
Michael Simon Scully. The Simon was for Sime. I assumed Sime's 
name was really Simon betore a lazy, cragy business cut it down to the 
grandest four-letter name in the world. Sime was smart in lots of other 
ways, too. When he gota son he quit. I should have quit when I was 
winning, too. But I simply couldn't imagine that a man of my iron 
will and macaroni constitution could be parlayed into an all-girl or- 
chestra. 

I wasn't alone in wanting a boy. The whole family was united in it. 
In fact we all prayed for it. And God answered our prayers for a 
change. He said no. 

When the news broke at 3:30 in the morning the whole Scully Circus 
was on the alert. They came from all corners of Bedside Manor. The 
doctor had scarcely said, “It’s a girl,’ when the phone clamped down 
on his ear so hard he thought he had been shot in the head. Everybody 
returned to bed without saying a word. It was awful. 


Rhua Is Irish For Redhead, Eh? 


By the next day we began-looking over the situation and decided we 
really were no worse off than old man Sutherland, who fathered the 
Seven Sutherland Sisters. So we began to work on names. We called 
her Mary Rhua for a starter. Rhua is Irish for redhead. Then we 
tried Dhuragh Kathleen. That was discarded for Sheelah Ann. Sheelah 
is Gaelic for Cecelia. Next we were playing with Moira Dawnshee, 
a beautiful Irish weeshee with a wail like a banshee. 

By then the calls were coming in. We had to settle on a name, so 
we picked Moreen. Moreen comes from Mor. Mor is Irish for woman 
and Norwegian for mother, and so Moreen would be a little mother. 
We telephoned Mrs. Scully, who by this time found herself hardly on 
speaking terms with her whole family for bringing in a daughter, and 
she reported that after five attempts she had got a really beautiful 
baby, one who sent her heart singing. “These dames,’ I thought, 
“they ll try to square any kind of a rap.” 


Oh Sure, Blame It On the Shriners! 


But I was still reeling around from the blow. The Shriners were in 
convention. 1 decided that the child must have peered through her 
mother’s abdominal wall and pulled a switch on us. It is quite possible 
that after seeing fat men wearing fezzes, clowning around, goosing 
women, clanging firebells, and general!y goofing it up, that she decided 
if that’s the lot of a male, she'd prefer to be a girl. 

She can claim to be the first baby to be born during a trolley strike 
and a Shriners’ convention. She has never ridden in a trolley car and 
can never be a Shriner, but she may one day be the first of her sex 
to ride a fiving saucer, on account I got an inside track there. I sup- 
pose after “Behind the Fling Saucers” comes out, I'll be ready for 
another literary project. Anybody interested in “Behind the Drying 
Diapers?” 

Of course, the press bunch had their usual laugh. Every time the 
Scullvys have a baby the reading public is reminded that the father is 
the author of “Fun In Bed,’ which obviously has long ceased to be 
exclusively a literary project. Let them have their fun. Look at the 
dough Cantor made out of his four daughters as a running gag. He 
parlayed it into a million dollars. Maybe by now he’s willing to sell 
the second serial rights for something a VarreTy mugg could afford to 
pay. 

By the fourth day I began reaching for historical claims to defend 
‘Moreen’s rights in the Scully Circus. It so happens that she picked as 
her birthday the day that Bartholdi’s Statue of Liberty arrived in New 
York Harbor. That was in 1885, which, believe me, was before mv 
time. But nobody has claimed that John L. Sullivan modeled for that 
statue. Everybody concedes it was a» woman. 

June 19 was the day that the eight-hour day was adopted as a stand- 
ard for all labor in federal government service. That was in 1912. I 
remember it very well. It also applied to the Department of Labor, 
which I suppose deals chiefly with expectant mothers. 


I suppose some cad will bring up the fact that June 19, the day that 
Moreen had her coming-out party at the Cedars of Lebanon hospitai, 
also was the anniversary of the battle between the Kearsage and the 
Alabama in the Civil War, and that a baby weighing 7!2 pounds might 
easily be identified with a battleship. ; 

The thing I mind most about the whole affair is that the Skipper, 
our first born, a male, scrammed tor New York, London and Oslo, as 
soon as the news broke that he would have to be the only brother to 
four sisters. He left me to hold the fort absolutely alone. 


To make it appear that he was going on an errand of utmost urgency, 
he got a job as baby-sitter to two babies, one two months old and the 
other 17 months. He carried one under each arm and in the stopover 
in New York between stratoliners before hopping off to London, he 
scrounged around town for some cooking utensils and a pram, prepared 
their formulas, and otherwise showed that if you’re six feet three and 
19 years old you know how to handle babies, provided you're the oldest 
of a family of five. 








The Mulligan Guard Goes Down 

That's not like some people I know. Take Bill Harrigan. He may be 
a hard-boiled, hated character in “Mister Roberts.” He may be, as I 
believe he was, a surviving officer of the famous Lost Battalion. But 
one time in Hollywood he offered to drive Mme. Scully to a maternity 
hospital, regardless of the hour. So? 

Called at 4 a.m., he reported he couldn't possibly come to our house. 
Could we pick him up at his hotel? He came down like a haggard 
zombie. He reported he couldn't possibly drive In his condition. So 
the expectant mother had to drive. Every time she got a labor pain 
she stopped the car and I pulled up the brake till the pain subsided. 
Harrigan was breaking up under the ordeal. 

“Listen, Alice.” he pleaded, “there’s a drive-in. Couldn't you pull 
in there so I could get a cup of coffee? This thing is killing me.” 

So, obliging as ever, the little mama let us have a cup of coffee while 
she writhed, and then she drove us on to the hospital. She had her 
baby and was walking around before Harrigan recovered enough, days 
later, to answer a call from his agent. 

So what if we had got a son and it turned out to be a chicken like 
that? By now, I'm reconciled to the tact that God answered our 
prayers beautifully when he said no. Welcome home, Moreen. May 
jyou be the litthe mother to many. All geniuses, 
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Broadway 


Ed and Pegeeu Fitzgerald's 20th 
anni on the 30th. 

Alan Perry, radio-TV producer, 
bought new home in Rye, N. Y 

Meyer Davis to his Sorrento, 
Me., home Sunday (2) for the sum- 
mer. 

Anne Pinkus, of the William 
Morris agency, planing to Europe 
July 17. 

Christopher Lynch, Irish tenor, 
off to Britain, Saturday (24) on the 
Mauretania. 

Louise (Mrs. Bugs) Baer out of 
the hosp and convalescing at their 
Stamford place. 

The Benjamin (Bernice) Krasnes 
to the Coast with their daughter 
for the summer. 


Ruby Zwerling, ex-Loew’s State | 


pit maestro, retired and sojourn- 
ing on the Coast. 
Hal Horne and Jack Goldstein 


setting up offices to go into the 


theatre candy biz. 

Frank Bonacchini, owner of Le 
Coq Rouge, out from under strict 
medico supervision. 

Roxy Grill boniface Henry 
Gruhn’s mother died at 82 in N. 
Y. City last Thursday. 

Les Kramer sailing to Europe 
Friday (30) aboard a Norwegian 
freighter for a six-week stay. 

Frank Law has given up press- 
agenting to operate the Nutmeg 
Inn, Brookfield Center, Conn. 

Major Albert Warner to the 
Coast for three weeks of huddles | 
with brothers Harry and Jack. 

Paramount story editor Alan 
Jackson flies Friday (30) for three- 
week visit to Paris and London. 

John B. Nathan, Paramount’s Eu- 
ropean supervisor, returns to Paris 
this week after a prolonged stay at 
the h.o. 

Jascha Heifetz due in by plane 
this morning (Wed.) from Europe, 
and flying tomorrow (Thurs.) to 
California. 

The S. Jay Kaufmans (Florence 
Aquino) due in this week from 
Naples. He’s been on a scouting 
trip for Dazian’s. 

Nat Kahn, VARIETY associate 
editor, and his wife, actress Hope 
Miller, to the Coast today (28) on 
three-week vacation. 

The Ed (Sylvia) Sullivans sailing | 
to Europe Saturday (1) aboard the 
Queen Elizabeth accompanied by | 
their daughter Betty. | 

Boris Karloff turns sports com-| 
mentator July 21, pinchhitting for | 
Bill Stern over NBC on the latter’s 
Friday Colgate show. 

Fredric March out of Roosevelt 
hospital today (Wed.) after toe in- 
fection and operation. Will re-| 
cuperate at his Conn. farm. 

Joan Ornstein, daughter of Bill | 
Ornstein, Metro h.o. publicist, en- | 
gaged to Bruce Kaufman, fellow 
student of Purdue University. 

Groucho Marx’s crack, when} 
giving in to NBC’s flattering exclu- | 
sive terms for TV and AM: “We| 
put up a good fight but we lost.” 

Nancy Davis, Metro thesper, re- 
turned to the Coast after a three- | 


} 


week stint in the east ballying | 


Dore Schary’s personal production, 
“Next Voice You Hear.” 

Anton Karas, zither player of 
“The Third Man” pic, returned to 
Europe last week on the Queen 
5a after a series of p.a.’s in the 


Film producer Jesse Lasky, in 
New York and Washington over 
the weekend on a four-day quickie 
business trip, has returned to the 
Coast. 

Publicist Benjamin Sonnenberg 
baching it at the St. Regis while 
his family summers near West- 
port; their Gramercy Park manse 
folderoo for the hot spell. 

John Joseph, Metro’s publicity 
chief, planed to the Coast for one- 
week of huddles with production 
execs. He then takes a vacation 
before returning to New York. 

Lawrence Weiner, formerly with 
the Pioneer ad agency, has formed 
his own agency, Lawrence Weiner 
& Associates. With Weiner in the 
new venture will be Herman Jacobs 
and Norman L. Weiner. 

Mary Martin, Jane Pickens, 
Sioan (Mrs. William) O’Dwyer and 
Jinx Falkenburg were “angels” 
yesterday (Tues.) at a _ cocktail 
party in the Rainbow Room, for 
benefit of the Cerebral Palsy drive. 

Lou Wilson, London agent asso- 
ciated with Emile Littler, planed 
into New York Friday (23) after a 
16-hour delay. Goes to Cleveland 
next week to visit his 11-year-old 
daughter. Her mother is Gwen 
Stone (& Vernon). 


_Jerry Pickman, Paramount’s as-. 
sistant ad-pub chief; Mort Nathan- | 


son, publicity topper, and photog- 
rapher Joe Heppner pulled into 
, Gotham today (Wed.) after helping 
stage world preem of “My Friend 
Irma Goes West” in Las Vegas. 

Joan Arnold, stepdaughter of 
Hinson Stiles, managing editor of 
the N.Y. Mirror, to marry William 
S. Kent, radio and TV writer, in 
N.Y. Saturday (1). Miss Arnold 
toured the Pacific for seven months 
in 1945 with the USO version of 
“Mexican Hayride.” 

Helen Hayes and the cast of 


“The Wisteria Trees” will be on 
hand for the American Theatre 
Wing’s second benefit being held 
at the Hotel Plaza’s Rendezvous 
Room tomorrow (Thurs.). “Gentle- 
men Prefer Blondes” cast trail- 
erized the initial benefit two weeks 
ago. 

onlotelier Walter Jacobs (Lord 
Tarleton, Miami Beach, and Lake 
Tarleton Club, Pike N. H.) does 
a nostalgic SOS to sojourners in 
Europe this summer with display 
ads in the airmail overseas edition 
‘of the N. Y. Times beseeching 
them (Hildegarde, Kay. Thompson, 





'Borrah Minevitch, et al.) to “come | 


| home, all's forgiven.” 


| Cape Cod 


Richard Aldrich back on Cape 
last week from Cambridge, Mass., 
where he attended 25th reunion of 
his Harvard Class. 

Dorothy and Lillian Gish up at 
Falmouth Playhouse where latter 
starts rehearsing “Miss Mabel,” the 
July 10-15 offering. 

Anita Loos with Paulette God- 
dard up for 
patra” opening Monday night at 
Cape Playhouse, starting its 24th 
season. 

Mary B. Winslow, whose Mono- 
moy theatre, Chatham, _ starts) 
eighth season with “The Play’s 
the Thing,” named Ted Nelson pub- | 
licity director. 

Julius Monk, emcee at N. Y.’s 
Le Ruban Bleu, opened his At-| 
lantic House Cabaret Room in 
Provincetown Thursday (22), and 
will use Ruban Bleu talent dur- 
ing the summer. 

Lawrence Schwab, St. John Ter- 
rell, director Robert Jarvis and 
Grant Mouradoff, choreographer | 
with six Ballet Russe de Monte | 
Carlo members, arrived Hyannis 
Monday to start rehearsals for “‘The 
New Moon” which opens Cape Cod 
Music Circus July 4. John Tyers | 
and Jean Nelson, the leads, also | 
here. 





Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse) 
Par throwing a cocktail party 
for Dorothy Lamour. 
Rosario and Antonio recitaling 
at Palais De Chaillot. 
Farley Granger in town after 
suspension for refusing a role. 
“Ecstasy,” with some cuts, resur- 
rected for run at Cinema D’Essai. 
Ted Grouya establishing a Fran- 
co-Spanish music publishing firm. 
American Student Center to 


present Steinbeck’s “Of Mice and | 


Arlette Arnaud, RKO ad-public- 


ity chief, out of hospital after ap- | 


pendectomy. 

Jean Weber, of the Comedie 
Francaise, due for his first music 
hall engagement at the ABC. 

Charles Trenet Palais de Chail- 
lot concert no sell out and no rave, 
partly due to faulty mike wiring of 
theatre. 

Theatre Des Varietes housing a 
gala benefit for the old actor’s 
fund with the cream of Gallic tal- 
ent on tap. 

Rene Clair turning to radio and 
directing “The Devil’s Tears,” 
with Gerard Philipe, Daniele De- 
lorme and Marcelle Derrien. 

“Phedre,” Jean Cocteau’s new 
ballet, choreographed by Serge 
Lifar and danced by Tamara Tou- 
manova, being inaugurated at the 
Opera. 





Ottawa 


CBS soon teeing off new Windsor 
| outlet, CBE, to vie with Detroit 
area. 

Andrew Allen, Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. drama chief and pro- 
| ducer of the CBC top drama stanza, 
|“Stage 50,” spending summer in 
|Europe probing British and con- 
tinental dramatic work. 

Canadian Repertory Theatre, Ot- 
tawa stock troupe, shuttered for 
summer after nearly 250 perform- 
ances in La Salle Academy theatre. 
Will reopen in fall only if local 
legit patrons promise solid support. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 

| Jack Owens into Hotei Radisson 
Flame Room. 

Les Brown into Prom Ballroom 
for one-nighter. 

University of Minnesota Theatre 
offering “The Guardsman.” 

Club Carnival has Rose Marie, 
Jimmy Rae and Jane Margo. 

Antal Dorati, Minneapolis Sym- 
phony orch conductor, back from 





European trip, will do series of 
summer guest conductor appear- 
ances throughout country. 

Agua Follies of 1999, locally 
produced and opening July 19 
as part of ennue) surnrner festive! 
here, will ster Hopkins Sisters 


Show goes to Seattle for engage- 
ment after Minnezpolis run. 


“Caesar and Cleo-| 


| Stations in Canada’s most southern | 


London 


Irene Dunne met the King and 
Queen at a private tea party given 
by the Marquis and Marchioness of 
Carisbrooke. 

Major Reginald P. Baker, man- 
‘aging director of Ealing Studios, 
to succeed J. Arthur Rank as 
British Film Producers’ prexy. 

Harry Kahne, brought over here 
for three weeks’ appearance at the 
London Palladium, booked to play 
four weeks at Savoy hotel, opening 
Aug. 7 

On his Stockholm visit, Lou Wil- 
son inked Svend Asmussen and his 
five-piece unit for short vaudeville 
tour of Britain opening at Bristol, 
Sept. 4. 

Radcliffe and Ray with the Nor- 
'man Evans vaude unit in Canada, 

set for six months work in New 
York niteries by Hyman Zahl, 
opening Oct. 12. : 

Jerry Bergman, American magi- 
co who recently won top award at 
the Magician’s contest in Amster- 

dam, booked by Lou Wilson for 
tour of Stoll circuit. 

J. Arthur Rank’s super house, 
the State, Kilburn, goes into vaud- 





film policy with management lining | 
| up a big orchestra. 


Opening likely 
will be in September. 

Ruth Draper playing at Wimble- 
don this week with Edinburgh for 
the next session, returns to U. S. 
but returns to open short season at 
Criterion theatre in October. 

Clark Bros., ‘currently in Tom 
Arnold and Emile Littler’s London 
Casino revue, booked for Tom Ar- 
nold and Jack Taylor’s «summer 
show at the Hippodrome, Black- 
pool. 

Bernard Bernardi in from New 
York hunting for unique acts for 
a fall Broadway production. Also 
goes to Paris, Netherlands and 
Scandinavia before returning 
home. 

Maudie Edwards, who just re- 
turned from Canada 
was featured in Norman Evans’ 
vaude unit, plays her first London 
Palladium date opening July 19, 
for two weeks. 

Rolly Rolls doubling at Palladi- 





| 


option for third, which is longest 
| he can stay because of other com- 
|mitments on the Continent. 
; tion taken up for Berkeley after 
| opening night. 


| 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 





| 


coast. 
Nigel 

| Tunneys. 
John C. Wilson to Boston to 


Bruce at the Gene 


| “Kiss Me, Kate.” * 

Mrs. William Anthony McGuire 
in from the Coast and visiting the 
Peppy d’Albrews. 

John Barry Ryan, grandson of 
| the late Otto Kahn, an apprentice 
|at Country Playhouse. 
| Frank Lloyd Wright, the archi- 
tect, Mrs. Wright and Elizabeth 
Winston weekending here with 
Baroness Rebay. 

Laurence and Mildred Schwab 
planed over from Montauk to in- 
spect Ben Boyar and James Wes- 
terfield’s ‘“‘Melody Fair.” 


Miami Beach 
By Lary Solioway 
Bill Jordan will reopen his Bar 
of Music early in July. 
Martha Raye tops new show for 
io O’Clock Club reopening July 


lend show at Sans Souci Blue Sails 
Room, 

Tommy (Mue) Raft, burley comic, 
now running Club 22, featuring 
strips. 

Mother Kelly’s ops changed 
minds and will reopen for summer 
first week in July with a “girlesk” 
show. 

Biz at Alan Gale’s sagged for 
second show this week, but first 
show was healthy. Only straight 
nitery running currently. 
| Kitty Davis’ due to reopen soon 
with Arena theatre idea. Origi- 
inally proposed by producers who 
|had N. Y. subway circuit companies 
'set for spot, Danny Davis decided 
to run on his own. Currently in 
N. Y. setting plays and players. 


| Riviera 
By Margaret Gardner 


The Harlem Globe-Trotters in a 
tour of the Riviera. 








Gaby Andreau temporarily aban- | 


doning Hollywood to set up resi- 
dence in Nice. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Netcher 
‘Rose Dolly), Riviera regulars, now 
at the Hotel du Cap in Antibes. 

Jean Cocteau, after launching 
his new ballet, “Phedre,” at the 
Paris Opera, back to his Ville- 
franche haunts. 

English actor John Mills, accom- 
yenied by his wife, guests, for 


Countess de Seilan. 

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Lee Hill- 
yer (the former Princess Fatima) 
have rented the villa La Carriere 
at Villefranche, ex-royal residence 
of King Michael of Rumania; 
they recently entertained Somer- 
set Maugham at lunch there. 

Eugene Lourie, assistant to Jean 
Renoir in the recently completed 
production “The River,” in Nice to 
lay groundwork for the_ Errol 
Flynn-Micheline Prelle starrer 
which is scheduled to start rolling 
here next month. 

Tommy Trinder at Cannes. 


las Vegas 


Jimmy Durante opening at Wil- 
|} bur Clark’s Desert Inn. 





| Ink Spots back at Thunderbird | 


'for third successive trip. 
| Mitzi Green back at the Fla- 
mingo. Five Taylors and Star Kings 
in support. 

El Rancho Vegas _ has 
low Tito Guizar. 

Sid Silvers dusting off new night- 
club routine at Last Frontier in 


three weeks at the Antibes villa of 


Patti | 
|Moore and Ben Lessey set to fol- | 


Hollywood 


Jack Lait in town for annual 
looksee. 

Edward Nassour bedded with 
throat infection. 

Norman Moray, WB shorts sales 
topper, in for studio huddles. 

Lillian Roth recuperating at 
home from a sacroiliac injury. 

Burt McGuire joined Lou Irwin 
agency as an associate in charge 
of TV _ bookings. 

Dore Schary returned to his 
desk at Metro after an absence of 
almost six weeks. 

Rolph Boyer readying trip to 
Manila to organize national thea- 
tre in Philippines. 

Twelve-year-old Louise Kane 
| making her film debut in dad Joe 
| Kane’s “Black Hills.” 

Mrs. Gertrude Berg due in for 
|huddles at Paramount about film 
| version of “The Goldbergs.” 

Spike Jones bought a piece of 
|Turk Greenough’s Rodeo head- 
| quarters at Billings, Montana. 
Milt Grossman pulled out of 
| Kurt Frings agency, dissolving the 
|new partnership after two months. 
| Hollywood Foreign Correspond- 





aera ot 


|}ents handed an award to 20th-Fox 


try as floorshow entertainer. as : ” 
Photog David Lees, formerly whi Big Lift” as best film of 


Columbia Pictures, joined chamber | Beth Merrill, whose legit career 


of commerce news bureau here | be : : 
: gan with the Oliver Stock Com- 
after death of Bill Carneal, once | pany in Lincoln, Neb., in 1916, in 


| Paramount still man. |to huddle on screen debut. 
| Hank Greenspun, press agent for | “ paramount’s new managing di- 


| Desert Inn, resigned to become ‘rector for Australia and New Zea- 
| Publisher of Las Vegas Free Press, | jand, Clay Hake, visiting the studio 
|town’s newest daily. He purchased | before leaving for new post. 


|it from International Typographers Barney McDevitt switched his 





where she| 


um and Berkeley hotel, latter spot | 
being booked for two weeks with | 


Op-| 


| Raymond Massey here from the | 


look over the national company of | 


’ Dean Murphy headed up week- | 


| Union who had founded it less 
than two months ago to employ 
out-of-work printers. 


Rome 


By Helen G. Tubbs 
David Appleby, radio actor of 
Y., seeing Italy. 
“Three Steps North” 
off for the Amalfi location. 
“Berliner Ballade.” in German, 
is playing the Arcoboleno. 





N. 


| G. W. Pabst left for Calabria to | 


look for “‘Odyssea” locations. 
English language version of 

“Volcano” arrived in Italy but not 

shown yet. 
Robert 


| ment. 


|}at the Excelsior. 





| July 15 opening. 

Corinne Calvet, John Hoyt and 
Patrick Knowles in Quebec City 
for shooting of picture tentatively 
titled ‘‘Quebec.” 

David Nantel, managing director 
of Selkirk Productions, announced 
that a deal had been set with 
United Artists to handle Selkirk’s 
recently completed pic, ‘“Forbid- 
den Journey” in Canada. It will 
be preemed here in September. 

Sudden heat wave and betow- 
average returns at boxoffice forc- 
ing medium-sized theatres to fall 
in line with deluxers with air con- 
ditioning and better seating. The 
Outremount is latest to shutter 
temporarily; reopens Friday (30) 
with cooling system and new seats. 


Kansas City 


Ed Hartman booking agency re- 
cently added the Mac _ theatre, 
McPherson, Kans., to list of clients. 
| Newest ozoner in area is Spa 
| Motor Movie opened June 22 near 
| Excelsior Springs, Mo. It is owned 
| by Richard Wilkes, Jr., Brooks 
Noah and Carl Koch. 
| About 200 film row and theatre- 
men turned out for industry’s an- 
|nual stag at Milburn Golf and 
Country Club Monday (26). Bob 
Withers, Republic exchange head, 
chairmanned affair. 


Atlantic City 


By Joe W. Walker 
| Lenny Herman in Submarine 
room of Hotel Traymore, 

Resort’s first drive-in, 12 miles 
away which opened June 16 doing 
okay business despite cold weather. 

Steel Pier brought in Eileen 
Barton and Wally Brown as vaude- 
| ville toppers plus Ray Buddy Wil- 
liams band on weekend starting 
Monday (26). 

New Orsatti’s in Suburban Som- 
ers Point opened Friday (23) and 
/will bring in acts with Jay Bros., 
Little Ernie and Dolores Martell 
opening June 30. 

Babette’s, under new manage- 
ment of Joe Simone and Frank 
Gormley, opening show had Jimmie 
Costello, Six Atomic Blondes and 
Stepping Macs plus Vincent Rizzo 
orch. Spot operating with no 
cover, 














company | 


Grand Hotel and took an apart-| 


tubthumping activities from the 
Aragon to the Palladium after 


{many years at former terpery. 


Jack L. Warner, Jane Wyman 
and Gary Cooper won gold trophies 
from Cine-Revue, European film 
mag, with editor Joe Van Cottom 
'on hand to make presentations. 

Harold Garfield, prexy of Mt. 
Sinai Hospital and Clinic, tossing 
a Ciro’s dinner party in honor of 
| Walter O’Keefe for all benefits the 
comic has played for the hospital. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Phyllis Perlman, New Hope 


Taylor moved out of | flack, bedded by bursitis. 


N.Y. rent controller Joe McGol- 
| drick hiding from his woes on his 


“Christ in Concrete,” J. Arthur | Solebury farm weekends. 
Rank production of the Pietro di . 
eat g piece, now being dubbed. | Pittsburgh this week to catch her 

Lily Pons and Andre Kostelanetz | “The Velvet Glove” at Playhouse. 
He will direct | 1 e 
some concerts for the Italian radio. |; Arthur Kent in opening of Music 


Rosemary Casey due in from 


Warren Munsell, Jr., in to see 


|Circus production of “Song of 
M t | Norway.” ili 
Annamary Dickey starring op- 
ontrea } =... young unknown, David 
Carol Grauer readying new/Atkinson, at Terrell’s Tent this 
boite, La Maisonette Carol for) week in ‘‘Rio Rita.” 


| William Hillman, Arnold Weiss- 
| berger and Milton Goldman down 
last week to o.o. Florence Reed in 
“The Royal Family.” 

Enid Markey and Judy Parrish 
in at Playhouse for rehearsals of 
“The Silver Whistle,” opening 
next week with Henry Jones 
starred. 

New Hope Street Fair opens 
four-night stand on Logan Inn 
grounds Friday (30) for benefit of 
Recreation Center. It’s ninth year 
for volunteer-manned shindig. 


Dallas 


By Abe Berger 

Rosalind Courtright current hit 
at Baker hotel Mural Room. 

Joe Bond reopened the Sky Club 
with Dale Belmont and her song 
styling. 

Tito Guizar into Mural Room. 

We Three (Jack Timmers, Bridget 
Browne, George Floyd) currently 
at Abe’s Colony Club. 

Jan August, piano wizard, at 
Studio Lounge. 

“South Pacific’ booked for State 
Fair in October. 

Lucille Ryman, talent scout for 
Metro, interviewed over 12 femmes 
here for a part opposite Clark 
Gable in “Across Wide Missouri.” 

Mary Hatcher and Herkie Styles 
open at swank Cipango Club on 
June 30. 


Honolulu 


By Mabel Thomas 

Louis K. Sidney rounding out 
three weeks at Royal. 

Ida Lupino clippered back after 
two weeks at Waikiki. 

Proudest Shriner to big conven- 
tion was Duke Kahanamoku. 

Alfred Akapa back from two 
weeks Decca recording with the 
Andrew Sisters. 

Jeannette MacDonald, with hus- 
band, Gene Raymond, here for 
concert at Civic Aud. 

Ginny Simms and_ husband, 
Hiatt Dehn, spent most of their 
three weeks at Hana, Maui. 

Erupting volcano, Mauna Loa, 
225 miles from Honolulu on island 





heavy volcano smoke blackened 
Honolulu for about five days. 


of Hawaii putting on terrific show; - 
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VARIETY 





Pn apenninnttie 





ceive from radio and tele-) 
It was stated to _ a 
; , representatives 0 ese | 
sie that the reduction in the | 
wmissions tax will result in low-) 
Add prices, and thus stimulate at- | 
iendance at places of amusement. 
Republicans charge that the bill ! 
jg a phoney which fails to provide 
the promised tax reduction. | 
Gg. O. P. House Leader Joseph W. | 
Martin, Jr., pointed out that the 
corporations will pass on their in- 
creased taxes to the public in the 
form of higher prices and that “the 
remain in another 


yision. 


taxes simply 


wi Senator commented that the 
pill “removes the taxes where the 
people can see them and puts them 
back again where they can’t see 
them, in the form of hidden taxes. 
No Presidential Guarantee 
There is no indication, of course, 
that the bill hich gets through the 
House will closely resemble what- 
ever measure 1S finally approved 
by Congress. Nor is there any 
guarantee that the President will 
not veto such a measure. Though" 
the bill gives the» President new 
revenue to make up for that lost 





10% Admish Tax Bill 


—————  _— Continued from page 2 












through reducing the excises, there 


is already a report that he does not | Washington, June 25 


approve several features of this 
measure alfd will veto it if it 
reaches his desk in 
form. 
likely. 
mittee is prepared to open its own 


hearings on the measure next 
weck. 
One interesting point in the 


Ways and Means report was a semi- 


its present | 


However, that is very un-| 


ian. Mamata Pine ieee | Santa Barbara, Cal., June 22. She’s | 


apology for reducing the 20° nick | 


on nitery tabs to 15° instead of 
a lower level. Said the report: 
“It is believed that this is as great 
a reduction as should be made at 
this time, because of the need for 
revenue.” 

And in discussing the outlawing 
of collapsible corporations for tax 
purposes, the Ways and Means 
Committee made no’ bones about 
the fact that it was out to kill off 
Hollywood's single-picture corpora- 
tions. The committee estimated 
that the loss of revenue provided 
by reducing the tax on general ad- 
missions would -be $192,000,000 a 
year. It figured an additional loss 
of $9,000,000 via the cut in the 
nightclub tax. 


New Tax Cut's Provisions 


Washington, June 27. 


Following are the provisions of the new tar bill affecting the enter- 


tainment business. Bill is expected 
resentalives this week. 


to be passed by the House of Rep- 


GENERAL ADMISSIONS 


The 20°: 


tax on admissions to theatres, sports, amusement 


parks, 


circuses, swimming pools, dance halls, horse and dog race tracks, etc., 


would be reduced to 10°, with the 
The 20°: 
remain unchanged as will the 50% 


following exceptions: 


bite on the override collected by a ticket speculator will 
“scalping tax’’.due when an owner 


or manager of a theatre sells tickets for his own establishment at more 


than the price printed on the ticket. 


Passes for entertainments, now 


would be exempt for the admissions tax. 


subject to a full admissions tax, 
Reduced prices for entertain- 


ments. now generally subject to the full admissions price, would re- 
quire the admissions tax to be paid only on the amount of the reduced | 


price. In the case of these passes 


and reduced prices, admissions to 


} 
i 


| 
| 


MARRIAGES | 


Beverly Ewing to Max William | 


Reed, Arlington, ¥Va., June 24. | 
Bride is daughter of William Ew- | 
ing, Warner flack in the Washing- | 


‘ton office. 


Marilyn Cohen to Arnold Fine, | 
He’s night- | 
club editor of the Washington 


Daily News. 


Lois Corbet to Don _ Wilson, 
a radio and film actress; he’s radio 
announcer. 


Phyllis N. Conn to Phil Grae, | 
New York, June 24. Bride is a 
dancer; he’s an agent. 


Billie Webster to Corny Panico, 
Chicago, June 15. He’s trumpeter 
in Louis Basil’s Chicago theatre 
orch. 


Betty Rummer to Gil Parks, 
Chicago, June 13. He’s a saxo- 
phonist. 


Gladys Driver to Joe Masek, 
Chicago, June 21. He's a Chi mu- 
sician. 

Virginia Corbet to Don Wilson, 
Santa Barbara, Cal., June 22. He’s 
announcer on the Jack Benny ra- 
dio stanza. 

Arvil Kellar to Eugene Smith, 
New York, June 26. Bride is a 
legit actress; he’s cast member of 
“South Pacific (Majestic, N. Y.) 

Dorothy Margaret Linn to Fred 
Quimby Jr., in Los Angeles, June 
16. He’s the son of Metro’s car- 


, toon topper. 


horse and dog tracks would still be subject to the full face value tax. | 
No tax need be paid on admissions where all proceeds go to non-profit 


religious. educational 


and charitable institutions. 


Also exempt will 


be affairs whose profits go to community-supported symphony orches- 
tras, non-profit cooperative or community center motion picture the- 
atres, National Guard organizations, Reserve Officers’ organizations, 
and veterans’ organizations, police or fire departments or funds set up | 


to benefit the members and dependents of police and firemen. 


“Edu- 


cational institutions” will include opera, such as New York’s Metropoli- 
ian. However, the above exemptions do not include admissions tax on 
any wrestling and boxing matches, carnivals, rodeos or circuses where 


professionals participate for money, 


or to athletic contests unless the 


proceeds go entirely to the benefit of an elementary or secondary 


school. 
sions tax. 


Thus college football tickets will continue under the admis- 


Admissions to non-profit county and state agricultural fairs and to 
concerts conducted by non-profit civic associations would also be ex- 


empt from the admissions tax. 


Where a governmental unit, such a3 a city, operates a swimming pool 
and other places for physical exercise, such establishments are ex- 


empted from the admissions tax. 
NIGHTCLUBS 
The 20°¢ tax on check of a nightclub, roofgarden, ete., would be re- 
duced to 15°. Because some courts have interpreted the cabaret tax 
to cover ballrooms and dance halls where the sale of refreshments was 


Helene Deschamps to Freddie 
Edwards, Montreal, June 24. He’s 
one of the Edwards Bros. acro trio. | 

Mildred A. Clarke to Albert E. 
Foster, Boston, June 15. He’s sta- 
tion manager of WLAW, Lawrence, 
Mass. . 

Luba Malina to Myron Sulzber- 
ger, Jr., New York, June 27. Bride 
ls an actress. 

Edythe’ Bleetstein to Walter 
Bobrow, New York, June 26. Bride 
is a continuity editor at WPIX. 

Justine Johnston to Scott Cooley, 


New York, June 24. Both are legit 
players. 





Mr. and Mrs. Bernie Armstrong, | 
daughter, Pittsburgh, June 19. 
Father’s musical director — of | 


/KDKA:; mother’s former dancing | 


comedienne, Dorothy Bushey. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Baker, son, 
Hollywood, June 22. Mother is 
Frances Rafferty, actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. James McGlone, 
daughter, Chicago, June 23. Mother | 
is former dancer and now midwest | 
advertising rep of VARIETY. 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Herman, | 


'son, San Antonio, recently, Father | 


| 
| 


| 


is a bandleader there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Avis, daugh- | 
ter, Hollywood, June 18. Father | 
is an exec at Coast Visual Produc- | 
tions. 

Mr. and Mrs. James D. Young, | 
daughter, Hollywood, June 18.) 
Father is an actor; mother is) 


| and 





JANE COWL 


Jane Cowl, 64, considered the, 
greatest Juliet in the history of | 


American theatre, died June 22 at | 


Santa Monica hospital, two weeks 
after she had undergone an op-, 
eration in a fruitless effort to al- | 
leviate a cancer condition. 

Acknowledged as one of the top | 
actresses during her 47-year ca-| 


‘reer, Miss Cowl had been living 


in Hollywood for more than a 
year. She had returned to the) 
Coast to make films after 32 years | 
away from the cameras. Resump- 
tion of her film work reunited her 
with her lifelong friend Jane Mur- | 
fin (Crisp), with whom she wrote 
such plays as “Smilin’. Through,” 
“Lilac Time,” “Daybreak” and “‘In- 
formation Please.” Mrs. Crisp was 
at her bedside when she died. 


Miss Cowl made her debut four 
days before her 18th birthday in 
“Sweet Kitty Bellairs” at the Be- 
lasco theatre in New York. It 
was her only minor role for her 
performance won her the right to 
billing in “The Music Master,” 
David Warfield starrer, which she 
essayed the following year. Suc- 
cessive performances included 
“The Rose of the Rancho,’ “A 
Grand Army Man,” “Is Matrimony 
a Failure?” “The Upstart” and 
“The Gamblers” and then scored 
a smashing success in “Within the 
Law” in 1912. Her performance 
as Mary Turner still is regarded 
as her greatest popular role. 

It was shortly after this tri- 
umph that she turned to playwrit- 
ing with Jane Murfin. She starred 
in “Lilac Time,” their first effort 
and it ran for a yeur but their 
second play, “Information, Please,” 
in which Miss Cowl also starred, 
was not as successful. 

Their great hit, “Smilin’ 
Through” was written shortly after 
the end of the first World War 
the play with Miss Cowl 
starred, ran for almost three years. 
It was after this success. that Miss 
Cowl turned her attention to the 
more classical roles in the thea- 
tre. 

She appeared in the title role in 
“Malvaloca” before creating the 
Juliet for which she is famed. The 
play ran for 856 performances, es- 
tablishing a lasting record for 
Shakespearean productions in this 
country. After “Juliet,” she, 
starred in “‘Pelleas and Melisande”’ 
and “Antony and Cleopatra,” then 
created the role of Anna in “The | 
Depths,” in which she made her 
British debut in 1926 after playing 
it fgr almost two years in the U. S. 

Other plays in which she ap-| 
peared, in New York and on the 
road, included “The Road to, 
Rome,” “The Jealous Moon” | 
(which she co-authored with Theo- 
dore Charles), “Paolo and Fran- 
cesea,” “Jenny,” “Twelfth Night,’ 


OBITUARIES 


and assisted the projectionist. 

He was elected this year as pres- 
ident of the Cinema Veterans of 
Great Britain, in recognition of 
long connection with the cinema 
industry. 


HOWARD O. HIATT 
Howard O. Hiatt, 43, WHAS or- 
ganist and staff musician, was in- 
jured fatally in an automobile ac- 
cident June 24, in Louisville, Ky. 


A native of Peoria, Ill., Hiatt 
had worked for’ radio _ station 
WABP in his home town before 


joining the WHAS staff in March, 





1945. He also played nightclub 
engagements under the name of 
Archie Howard, and did electric 
organ specialties. 
Wife, daughter, mother and 
brother survive. 
JACK DEAN 


John Wooster Dean, '75, retired 
actor who had been known profes- 
sionally as Jack Dean, died in New 
York June 23. He was former 
leading man and husband of Fan- 
nie Ward, actress, who survives. 

Dean had appeared with Miss 
Ward in a number of productions, 
mostly under the Charles Frohman 
aegis, before and after their mar- 
riage in 1910. Among them was 
“Madam President” in which they 
appeared on Broadway in 1914. 





GORDON E. GREENE 

Gordon E, Greene, 46, veteran 
Minneapolis theatre man, died in 
that city last week. 

When a youth he started with 
the Harry Sherman-Jack Elliott 
company, then distributing “Birth 
of a Nation.” As a house manager, 
he managed the Radio City, State 
and other Minneapolis houses, the 
St. Paul Paramount and other 
theatres. He also was one of the 
<> edie of the Northwest Variety 
club. 





EDWARD PIERRE LOVING 

Edward Pierre Loving, 56, au- 
thor-newspaperman, died in Wash- 
ington, June 26 after a heart at- 
tack: At the time of his death, Lov- 


|ing, who was co-editor with Frank 


Shay of “Fifty Contemporary One- 
Act Plays,” was a correspondent in 
the Washington Bureau of the In- 
ternational News Service. 

A wife, son and stepdaughter 
survive. 





CURTIS E. LITTLE 
Curtis E. Little, 69, advance 
man for Ringling Bros., Barnum & 
Bailey Circus, died in a Hollywood 
hospital June 22 after a lengthy 
illness. 
His wife, Clara, survives. 





HARRY MILTON MACRAE 
Harry Milton MacRae, 75, retired 


'daughter of actor Joseph Cotten. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Philip K. Scheuer, 


daughter, Hollywood, June 19. 
' Father is assistant drama editor of | 
'L. A. Times. 


purely incidental, the bill provides that the cabaret tax shall not apply | 


In such cases, 


PHOTOGRAPHIC APPARATUS 


. | 
At present there is a 15% manufacturers’ excise on raw film and | 


25° on lenses, cameras and other photographic apparatus weighing 
less than four pounds. In both instances the bite would be reduced to 
10° on items used by amateurs. n 
apparatus is used for business purposes—such as the production of 
notion pictures in Hollywood—the excises are entirely eliminated. 

- MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 

The 10°% tax is reduced to 5%. 

RADIO AND TELEVISION 

The committee rejected a recommendation by President Truman that 
television receivers should be made subject to the same 10°, excise 
now paid on radio sets, but continued the 10% levy on radios. How- 
ever, it eliminated this tax on receivers or parts sold io the U. S. 
Government. 

A BOWLING ALLEYS AND BILLIARD TABLES 

Operators are now required to pay $20 per year per alley and per 
lable. This would continue except that tables and alleys in veterans 
Posts and lodges or in hospitals, where there is no charge for their 
“se, Would be exempted from the impost. 

- SLOT MACHINES ; 

The present $10-a-year tax on each coin-operated amusement device 
to $150 a vear. 

i COIN-OPERATED DEVICES 

rhe present occupational tax of $100 per machine would be increased 
continues «xcept in the case of one-penny amusement machines. They 
on However, there is no exemption if it is a gambling 
‘Vice 

in NEW REVENUE PROVISIONS 

lhe collapsible corporation, which category includes the Hollywood 
tee-Picture corporation, may no longer be set up to avoid income 
g Paying the cheaper capital gains tax. 

*. 1€ special tax treatment for Puerto Ricans shall not apply unless 
end of the individual’s gross income is derived from the possession 
Wo ey e 1s derived from a trade or business within the possession. It 
T} uld not apply where most of the income came from continental U. S. 
Rg section is apparently aimed at the “Duffy’s Tavern” deal as well 
Hs number of different types of businesses which created Puerto 

an residence for tax-avoidance purposes. 
ia, but the small independent film producers and all of the larger 
anes chains are expected to feel the weight of the new, higher 
pm ome taxes on corporations. The corporate tax increase affects cor- 
‘rate incomes over approximately $167,000 a vear. 

‘Amusement biz corporations will also be subject to the speed-up 


li ay tae : : ‘ : 
ne Payments and to the provision which would require withholding on 
S'ock dividends, 


' 


However, where the equipment and | 


songwriter and singer. 


Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Blair, son, 
Chicago, June 19. Father is ABC 
central division program manager. 

Mr. and Mrs. Les Spears, son, 
Chicago, June 15. Father is a radio | 
actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sunny Skylar, son, 
Hollywood, June 21. Father is 


Mr. and Mrs. Art Hellyer. son, | 
Chicago, June 13. Father's an 


‘announcer at station WCFL in that 


| ci 


ty. | 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Falk, | 
daughter, Yonkers, June 20. Father 


‘is prez of Falk Associates, public 


actress; 


relations firm. : 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Irving, | 
daughter, New York, June 14, | 
Mother is the former Hollis Brill, | 
father is a radio actor-— 


,; announcer. 


Mr. and Mrs. Paul Rittenhouse, | 
daughter, New York, June 24. 
Father is with NBC’s radio sta- 
tions relations department; mother 
(Jerry Bicking) was formerly with 
the network’s traffic department. 


Pitt Church 


| Continued from page 1 


in similar hot water. Couple of | 
summers ago, religious organiza- 
tions were up in arms over certain 
specialties which were inserted in | 
the productions and last year, too, | 
protests over certain productions | 














' got plenty of space in the news- 


papers. ; 
The “Kate” fuss comes at an in- | 
opportune time, too, just as CLOA 
is about to start construction on 
its own $1,500,000 amphitheatre, 
with a third of the money coming 
from the city itself and the site 
being on donated city property. 





“Art and Mrs. Bottle,” “Camille,” set maker at Universal Studios, 
“The Shining Hour,” “Rain From |died June 19 in Los Angeles. Wife, 
Heaven,” “Romance,” “First Lady,” two daughters and a son survive. 


_“Once More My Darling.” 


“Old Acquaintance,” “Madame X” | 
and many others. 

She made her film bow in 1917 
in “The Spreading Dawn,” but re- 
mained away from the medium un- 
til 1949 when she was persuaded | 


'to go to Hollywood to appear in| 


She | 
had made others since, recently | 
completing “A Story of Divorce,” 
Bette Davis starrer, at RKO. 

Her play-writing activities also 
included co-authorship of “Hervey | 
House” with Reginald Lawrence. 

Miss Cowl was the widow of 
Adolph Klauber, longtime drama 
critic of the New York Times. She 
leaves no near relatives. 


_ 


MICHAEL COAKLEY 
Michael Coakley, 83, retired 
vaude performer who had spent 
more. than half of a century in 
show business, died June 22 at 





‘his home in Freeport, N. Y. He 


had been invalided for some time 
prior to his death. 

Coakley, who. originally began 
stage career in minstrels diverted | 
to vaudeville when minstrelsy had 
seemingly run its cycle. For a 
time he was teamed in the comedy 
act of Coakley and Dunleavy and 
after that had been partnered with 
Rex Van. 

Survived by wife, Eileen Coak- 
ley. who had occasionally appeared 
in her husband’s act. 





‘ 
JOHN R. POOLE 
John R. Poole, 68, one of Britain's 
film pioneers, died in Edinburgh 
June 10. ” 
Poole’s myriorama was founded 
in 1837 and was, until 1929, a fea- 
ture of festive season entertain- 
ment in Edinburgh and other cities. 
He first showed, films in 1895 at 
the Albert Hall, Sheffield. He was 
‘on holiday from school at the time 


~~ 


‘in DC; 
‘local showmen and Variety Club 





JACK ELLIS 
Jack Ellis, 50, managing director 
of Carlton and Grafton cinemas, 
Dublin, died in Dublin, June 15. 
Survived by wife and a brother. 





MRS. GR/.CE B. JENKS 
Mrs.*Grace B. Jenks, 78, former 
star equestrienne with Ringling 
Bros. and other circuses, died in 
Saginaw, Mich., last week. 





Mrs. Sally Mae Kelly, 74, died 
in Washington June 23. She was 
the widow of the late Andrew 
Kelly, former Washington drama 
critic and one time VARIETY mugg 
Pallbearers consisted of 


members. 





Charles M. (Doc) Wylie, 63. 
sound engineer at Metro for 23 
years, died June 16 in his studio 
office following a heart attack. He 
leaves wife, a son and two daugh- 
ters. 





Mrs. Bertha Eleanor McGowan 
Sarg, 76, widow of Tony Sarg, 
artist and founder of the marion- 
ette theatre in this country, died 
June 26 at her home in Cincinnati. 





Sidney Phillippy, 54, asst. elec- 
trician of the Balaban & Katz cir- 
cuit, died in Chicago, June 20. He 
was with circuit 25 years. Sur- 
vived by wife and two daughters. 





Archie F. Bangert, 45, former 
treasurer of Loew’s Ohio and 
Broad theatres in Columbus died 
June 21 at Logan, O. Survived by 
wife and mother, 





William Burton Wakefield, 65, an 
exec of Coast Records, died June 
17 at his Hollywood home. 
ter and three sons survive. 
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¥ Exclusive RCA VICTOR Recording Artist ; =u 


2 Management: Booking Direction: Concert Direction: 


MOE GALE MUSIC CORPORATION NATIONAL CONCERT ARTIST 
OF AMERICA CORPORATION 








